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VOYAGE 

S U R °A T 71 

In the Year, 1689; 

Giving a large Account of that City, and 
its Inhabitants, and of the En^lijb 
Fa&ory there. 

Like wife a Description of Madeira ,St Jago y 
Annofan, Cabmdd and Malcmba (upon the 
Coaft of Afrtca) St. /ft/™*, Johanna, Bombay, 
the Qity of Mufcatty and Us Inhabitants in 
^rafci* Tclix,. Mocha, and other Maritine 
Towns upon the Red-Sea, the Cape of good 
Hope, and thelfland Afcention. 

To which u addded an Appevdix, containing 
■1. The Hiftofy of a fete Revolution in the Kingdom of 
GdlconJa, It. A description of < he Kingdoms o£ >lrr<i. 
tan fiiK) Pegu. Ill, An Account of the Coins of the 
Kingdoms of /*<fc, Psr/fc, Gokwda, &c. IV. Obfcrva- 
tions concerning the Stll^mrmu 



By jf. OvingtQnJA. A. Chaplain to his Ma jelly; 



i^ari maw Hmmm mulfrum vidit & urbts. Home. 
., . ' -.. .OrUfqnc t novy frani ifggma pandit. ^Qwx^. ..,. 



LO NXJO N 9 Printed for Jacob Tonfon, at the SF«^x 
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ipk-Gatc m id*od# 
A a 



( Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



To his EXCELLENCY, 

CHARLES 

Earl of Dorfet and Mtddkfex: 

Lord Chamberlain of his Majefljps Houfe- 
hold ; Kjfight of the Mojt Noble Order 
of the Garter , &c. And one of the 
Lords Jtifiices of England. - 



May it pleafe your Excellency, 

AS the Eafiern Princes, upon 
the News of any Fo- 
reigner's Arrival, are wont 
to expect fome Curiofities of the 
Place from whence he came, to 
prepare the way for his Reception, 
A 3 and 
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The Dedication. 

jtnd Introduce the Stranger intq 
tbeir Prefence 5 fo, in imitation 
of this refpectful Cuftom, this 
Foreign Voyage hopes for admit- 
tance to ) v our Favour and Ac- 
ceptance, upon that Stock of No- 
velty which it prefumes upon 5 
and' which it brings with it as well 
from Africa, as feveral remoter 
Parts and Kingdoms of the Eaft : 
For in thofe Places, there are fe- 
veral Things here taken notice of, 
which have efcap'd the Obferva- 
tions of other Travellers. I need 
not mention, my Lord, with 
>vhat facility you can employ your 
Judgment, to penetrate into all 
that is any where ufeful, wlulft 
your yigorous Fancy can as rea- 
dily prefent to you all that is di- 
yertive in its Entertainment. And 
tho' I confefs I have very great 
Reafon to dread the ftri&nefs of 

your 
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your Cenfurc, upon the ftrength 
of your admirable Endowments $ 
yet methinks I find a relief to this 
Fear, in that Native Candor, 
which fo eafily tempers the Ac-, 
curacy of your Thoughts with 
favourable Conftruc"tions. 

But I will not tranigrefs thofe 
Meafures of Civility, of which 
your EXCELLENCY is fo 
abfblute a Mafter, by being too 
tedious in thisAddrefs; nor there-* 
violate thofe Decencies and Rc-r 
ipeclts, which your Practice re- 
commends fo folly to the World, 
and of which none have had more 
fenfible Demonstration than my 
felf : Efpecially confidering how 
much is due to you from the, 
Sacred Order, which you treat 
with that conflant uncommon 
Civility, as if you delign'd to 
ballance that Contempt, which is 
I 4 too 
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too apt to be caft upon it ; Imi* 
taring, as in other Perfections, fo 
in this too, the Ancient Poets, who 
inftru&edj^en in Reverencing not 
pnly the*<Sods ? but in a due Re-? 
gard to fuch as were their immer- 
(diate Servants ; and in all things 
maintaining ftill that Grcatneis by 
your Munificence, which you 
freely part with in your Conder 
fcenfions. I need not determine, 
With how much Reafon the Eaflern 
-Subjects alcribe this Character to 
their Emperours, That their (Roy- 
al (Condition is owing to their J4ierks y 
and tj?at they as far tranfcend other 
^Mortals in thofe, as they do in Tom* 
&$ but I am fatisfied, 'tis the un* 
queftjonable Loyalty, Prudence, 
Greatnefs of Mind, and other 
Virtues, which have juftly rais'd 
you to that Sphere, wherein you 
move, kindly influencing the 

Affairs 
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Affairs of this great Kingdom 5 
and from whence you look down, 
like the Heavenly Bodies, from 
the higheft Orb, with a* kind and 
obliging Afpeft. Andoiat their 
other Opinion of their Princes, 
That they are the Adopted Sons of 
Heaven, may be your happy Por- 
tion too, is not more unfeigned- 
ly defird by any, than 

Tour ZXCZItLENCVs 

Moji Obedient, 

Moft Obliged, 
and Devoted Servant. 

J. Ovington? 
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TO 

Mr. J. Or/NGTON, 

ONHIS , 

V O Y A G E 

T O 

S U R A T T. 

HArd is tur Task, to G{ead with fruitlefs 

The Dreams ofeV ry Cloyfter d Writersftrain : 
Who yet p re fume that Truth's firmPaths they\ 
tread, ( 

WhenaUthe while through wild Utopia * fei,y 
With Faiery-Feafis, infiead of Science fed. J 
As dreaming Wizards Midnight Journeys take, 
And weary with imagind Lahour wafe } 

So 
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So Vain is Speculation* fancy d Flight : 
But fearch of Nature gives Jtncere Delight. 
Through her Vafi 'Book, the World, a cur'v 

ous Eye 
May Wonders in each pregnant Tare defcry, 
Make new (Remarks, which G(eaJon may re- 
duce 
To Humane Benefit, and Tuhlkk.ll/e. 

Then Happy they who quit their private 
Home, 
Andgerirwfly through Foreign Climates roam ; 
Who, likeUlyfas, can defpife the Toil, 
Jnd make each Land they meet their TiatiVe 

Soil 
See Men and Manners fcarce hy Rumour 

known : 
Yifit S Country to improve their own. 

But ah f how few, my Friend, with your 

SnfuS £>ifcoVries found, haVe crofs'd the 
Line ! 

For 
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For fordid Gain, new WoAds they witt 

defcry, - 

Secy Nature's We*Uh, hut pafs her Winders 

Their Fleet returns opprefi with *Era0cks 

Weight, 
But knowledge makes no fart of aB the- 

Freight. 

Yet this, of0ldimsjb(ons WMeTriz&t 
'Twos this that plat d Us Afgo in the Skies: 
Experience was the far-fetcht Golden Fkete, 
The Tri%e fo much admird by Ancient 

Greece, 
from whence may he infer/ d what Thanks are 

due 
From Britain* Sons, hdufirious Friend, to 

you. 
Fame fhaU in State, your ufeful ( Book.hifUll 
In Bodleyj file, the Mufes Capitol. 

You hdVe fo lively your Vifcoy cries Writ, 
We ^end and Voyage with you as we fit, 

With 
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With pu hoife Sail and reach the Indian 

Jhore 5 
The real Same toudfcarce delight us more; 

As when fome Prophet from a Trance 
awakes, 
And to Attentive Crowds Vefctiption makes 
Of Wonders, which he did in Rapture view. 
The Uftners thinly they fee the Pi/ion too. 
Thus, Entertain d with Nature and with Art, 
We hear your Travels told, and weU-p\eas'd 

Guejls depart. 



N. TAtti 
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Vi/l 




MlJpril the i ith, 168.9* *fe «« &#i 
MeaiorabJe JDay^ whereon departure 
^^ tbeic Majefties* King IF^Jj.^* 
' -..-.; :#4**and Queen J^jrwerc 
CfownM* did the j&fcp Benjamin, hreak 
ground from Grravefiad,' . towards - heu 
intended Voyage: to S*r<*» in the* 
£o/t, Indies . Whither £he' was feni 
as - an AdVke-Ship of chat wonderful 
Revolution wherebyj their Sacked 
Ma Mies were peaceably fetted iit 

the 
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A Voyage to Suratt 

the Throne, and had been receivM 
with the Univerfal Joy of all the 
Nation. In all places where we 
came, we were welcomed with loud 
and chearful Acclamations, and were 
entertainM with unufual Congratula- 
tions and Refpe&, as happy Met 
fengers of as grateful News, as ever 
arrived in tHole Parts. They wete 
every where truly fenfible of their 
unexpe&ed Deliverance from that 
Mifery and Thraldom which even 
there threatned them, and likewife 
of the invaluable Biefling of living 
under a Peaceable Government, free 
from their former Apprehenfions, ei- 
ther of violence upon their Temporal 
Enjoyments, or difturbance to the 
Tranquility of their Minds. •;' 

We haa not long left the Lands- 
End of England, before we efpied a 
great Fleet of Ships, which appeared 
to us at a diftance like a floating Fo- 
reft, and feiz'd us with no little Con- 
fternation. Their lying off not far 
from Brejl, made us for feme time 
conjecture them to be French, till we 
were happily undeceived by the ap* 
proach of an Englifb Frigot, which 

difcover'd 
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A Voyage to Smtt 

difcover'd them to be Friends. How- 
ever, one of our Company, who 
had faithfully ingaged to ftand by 
us, and on whole Afliftance we de- 
pended, without any Ceremony, be- 
ing apprehenfive of the danger, clapt 
upon a wind, and lb left us. 

After this, we kept on our courfi 
with a favourable Wind, till we 
arrived at Madeira, a fmall Ifland 
appertaining to the Crown of Por* 
tagaly fituated about the Two and 
Thirtieth Degree of Latitude ; it is 
in length, about Twenty Five Miles, 
about Eight or Ten broad, and Sixty 
in its Circumference; 
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4 r A Voyage to Suratt. 

r: : S-Li: : A.'N','D 

; iW i4 D £ f R A. 

w* #«•<* 'j I '£& jtfland,. as we are inform'd. 
o/Madei- Jjj py.goodji^ioniansi. was'firft 
"• chicover'd by -Jo4tf (foxfahe and 7W~ 
/*«, under the P^trQqage of i/wry J#- 
fant'6 of ^<vt^«f<;:.f^uC'the prefent. 
Inhabitants give us a different Ac- 
count of its Difcoverj^ w-c. That in 
the difco- the Year 1 344., an English' Gentleman, 
Sw '*** having Married a tad y of a confide- 
rtTEng- rable Fortune, and fetting out with 
lift. her for France from the Port of Brifiol y 
vtafr-fey- gufly weather, and oppofife* 
winds, driven into this Ifland • Adhere, 
upon his Landing, finding it a forlorn 
Place, both Uncultivated and Unpeo- 
ried| 1*b tell into ,arr ^xtr'eam fit of. 
Melancholy, and yielding too much to* 
that black Diftempcr, contributed by 

his 
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x his own Death to make it ftill the more 
defblate. The Mariners however, 
who were not fo readily deje&ed at 
this Misadventure, fet Sail with their 
Veffcl, and landed fafely on the Coaft 
of Barbary ; where, after fbme Re- 
' frefhriient and. Refpite upon the place, 
f they fortundtely fell into the Company 
of ibme Ingenious Portuguefe; to 
whom, after a little Conference,, theV 
Related the HardlhipS^Qf the' Voyagp, 
the Situati9nand JsJative Pleafentnete 
'of theunialiabite^,;b.ut.pnioft habitable 
Ifland they had left, and the juft hopes 
and profpe£t they had of regaining a 
fight of it, were they but provide^ 
with Ships and Men.. .This excited 
the Attention of the Portuguefe, 4 and 
likewife, without much relu&ancy, 
procured their Promife of endeavour- 
ing with their Prirfce to incline him to 
hearken to thefe Proposals, and lik<*- 
wife to 'equip them with Neceffari^s 
and Conveniences for a {eCond Under- 
taking : And Cicceeding with him ac- 
cording to their wifhes, they fet for- 
ward, fouhd the Ifland, landed their 
Men, and in a'fhort time converted the 
Wildernefs into a Garden of Pleafure. 
1 B 3 Some 
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6 A Voyage to Suratt 

The difco- Some (ay Madeira was difcover'd by 
]S^( ih b k the Portuguefi 9 mjnno 1429. and de- 
tbt Portu^riv'd its Name from the abundance of 
gucfc Wood that grew there. It was over- 
fpread with Wildernefles and plenty 
of Trees, (which gave it this Name,) 
as with one intire Wood ; the tedious 
thoughts of cutting down which, per- 
fwaded them to a more fpeedy Method 
of deflxoying it by fire. After it was 
kindled, the Flames grew to fuch a 
head, raged fb violently, and by de- 
grees became fo furious, that the Peo- 
f)le were forc'd for their Eafe and Pre- 
ervation, to betake themfelves to the 
water, to avoid the violence of the 
heat. 
the reafon The remaining \Afhes contributed fb 
ffaf r "rt muc h to the Fertility of the Ground, 
* 2/|Lj$. that it at firft produced fixty for one, 
the fruitful Vines brought forth more 
Grapes than Leaves, Clutters of two 
or three fpans length ; and in all its 
Produ&s, their Beauty and Fertility 
were fb remarkable, that it gain'd the 
Title of the Queen of IJlands. 
Jj &* The Air here, to which thePleafure 
as well, as Health of Htimaqe Life is 
r v , is generally very 

Temperate 
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The I/land of Madeira. 7 

Temperate and undifturbed, and the 
Heavens fmiling and ferene. For 
thofe Climates which are placed be- 
tween the Thirtieth and Fortieth De- 
grees of Latitude, enjoy a Tempera- 
ture, generally very equal and conve- 
nient, infefted neither with the ex- 
cefs of Heat, nor rigid Coldnefs, but 
moderately participating of thofe trou- 
blefbme Extreams. They feem indi- 
fputably to be moft fuited to the Plea- 
fentnefs of Humane Life, and accom- 
modated to oqr Confutations ; afford- 
ing that delight to the Body, which 
Virtue imparts to the Mind, in avoid- 
ing all exceffes, as dangerous and un- 
grateful, and oppofite to the Eafe, as 
well of the Senfitive, as Intelle&uai 
Part 

The principal Town is Tunchal or the mm* 
Tonzal, fbme of them term it Funchal,l° lit * 
from the abundance of Fennel which 
they lay grew there. 'Tis the fble 
place or Trade, from whence they 
Export all their Wine and thieir Su- 
gar, which is efteem'd fuperiour to any 
in the world. 

The adjacent Rural Places are very 

Mountainous j but however, they 

B 4 Rival 
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Rival the Valleys in fruftftdacfe: and 
Delight ; tho both are much fallen 
from their Primitive Fertility, and in- 
ftead of fixtyforone, whicn vras the 
Original rncreafe, have gradually de- 
fent So* ^ eQ ded to twenty five; Seven or eight 
of the 9 Rivers : with variety of Rivulets 

fcTtiit rc fr*^ tf 16 phi*, which fall down from ' 
h the Mountains, which, not withftand- 
ing their heighth and fteepnefs, are 
Planted and Improved, as well as the 
moft Champaign ground in England. 
At the utmoft top of the high Hills, 
the Corn thrives well, but the abun- 
dance of Clouds that breed there, arc 
prejudicial to the Grapes. 
Four font The main produQ: of> the; Ifland is 
1Lt°m& drapes, bought hither firft fromOW;, 
ifc «C. e of which there are three or four kinds, - 
whereof they make their Wine. One 
is coloured like Champaign, of little 
efteem ; another is more ftrong and 
pale as White Wine ; the third tort is 
rich and delicious, called Malmfey ; 
the fourth is Tento, equalling Tent in 
colour, but far inferiour in Tafte ; it is 
never drunk unlefs in other Wines, 
with which it is mixt to give them a 
Tinfture, and to preferve them; And 

for 
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for fermeritdfag jand feedihg Acm, they 
bruife and hake a certain Stone, called 
Jefs,.^ oft which nine or ,te& pounds 
are thrown into each Pip& a The; M&Tht fin^ 
deira Wine has in it thk peoiUan-Ex^' r rt ^S 
celleiice, of being meliorated; by thedfiA^ 
heat of the Sun when it is pricked; Win *j ...J 
if the Bimghole feeing opep'd 'tis exi- \* 
pos'd to the Air* » ••' --•::; :.- '-./ 
: The.Produ& of the Vine is squally • •" -•> - 
divided .between the Proprietor and* » ^ 
him, : that gathers and prefTes the 
jGcapes ; ^nd yet for the moil part the 
Merchant is Thriving and Rich, whilft 
the Grape-gatherer, imploy'd by him, 
is but Poor. Among the Merchants, .■ 
the Jefitits are none of the meaneft, v 
who every where contend for prece* 
dence -in Fortune, as well as in place ; 
and have here fecured the Monopoly^ j $ * 
G&Mabnfyi of which there is. but one its Mmopo. 
good Vineyatd in the whole Ifland> ^/Main?. 
which is entirely in their pojQfeffion. cy " 
Twenty Thoufand Pipes of Wine, by n? ^ 
a modeft Computation, may be recko- tity^mM 
ned tibe* Annual Increafe of the Grapes, »*'<* tbe 
which number is thus exhausted and^S!*"" 
(pent. Eight Thoufand are thought to ' ~ 
be drunk upon the Jfland, th^eeor four 
. . i are 
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are wafted in Leekage, and the remain- 
der is Tranfported, moft of it to the 
Weft Indies, efpecially to Barbadoes, 
where it is drunk more liberally thaq 
other European Wines. 
&**"* Plenty of Citrons grow here, of 
Smetu which the Natives make a delicate 
meat. Sweetmeat, called Sucket; and load 
with it yearly two or three fmall Ships 
Tie Excel- for France. The Sugar which in can* 
JEmt^'** dying fcherp they make ufe of, and is 
often effe&ually prefcrib'd againft Con- 
fumptions, is but rarely tranfported, 
becaufe of its fcarcity, which hardly 
fupplies the Neceflities of the Ifland. 
The fear. They are fbme years under great 
.f*v °f want of Corn, becaufe the Grain that 
€m * grows here produces no great Plenty ; 
To that fbmetimes they are threatned 
with Famine : For prevention of which, 
while I was there, they ufed their Au- 
thority in Prefling Ships which anchor- 
ed in the Road, and commanded them, 
before they would allow them any 
Commerce, to the Azores IJlands, to 
Import a quantity for their fubfiT 
ftence. 
The feye. This Ifland affords ftore of Peeches, 
r * iFrw>/ 'Apricocks, Plumbs, Cherries, Figgs, 

and 
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and Walnuts; and the Eftglijb Mer- 
chants, allowed to Refide and Traffick 
fiere, have tranlplanted from England, 
Currans, Gooleberries, Philberts, &c. 
which are more kindly entertained in 
this Soil, than many of their Fruits 
are with our§, whole coldnefs and moi- 
fture are not lb proper for the pregnan- 
cy of the Fruits of a hot Climate. The 
Bonanoe is with them in fineular efteem, The h fa*> 
and even veneration, affecting the Pa- cifuim'm 
lat with that fenfiblQ Iweetnefs, that^SS, 
it gains with them the credit of being noe f 
the Forbidden Fruit. And for confir- 
mation of this Surmife, they produce 
the extent of their Leaves, which be* 
ing of a large fize, they infer from 
thence, their fitnefs to make Aprons 
for Adam and Eve , to veil their 
Nakednefs. 'Tis almoft a Crime 
inexpiable to cut this Fruit with a 
Knife, which after diffeftion gives a 
faint fimilitude of our Saviour Crucifi- 
ed ; and this they lay is to wound his 
Sacred Image. Oranges and Lemons 
abound here in that Plenty, that I have- 
leen thqm drop into our Difhes, as we 
lat a( Dinner under their delightful 
Boughs, ^nd opportunely prevented 

i the 
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-the traitbje of rifing tip to pluck them, 
by^frdely offering themfelves- to out 
-wantSr 'And ^thefe, tho they are in 
.my Opinion as inviting -as their Cel^- 
:brated Fruit, andyifeld as ufeful and 
Jund. Refrefhment to * the > Stomach, 
muft- yet not be fuffer'd to vie delica- 
-cie, with their Venerable . Admir'd Bo- 
nanoe i which by the awful Impreffi- 
ons of a powerful Prieft upon the 
Thoughts of the Vulgar, commences 
Sacred, and muft not be violated by 
the bold Attempt of any Weapon 
upon it* • . , 

The Englifh Merchants here, which 
are not reckoned above a dozen, imi- 
tate the Englijh-vfidcj of 'Living in their 
City and Country • Houfes ; and, wea- 
ried with the Tpvi>n$ divert themielves 
in their Rural Plantations, to which 
a defaipti- they gave xxrEnglijb that were Stran- 
ZntE^nr- § ers a S°l emn Invitation ; and placed 
taimm!' us under the fpreading boughs of O* 
ranges and Lemons, with living 
Springs under their refrefliing fhade, 
Nature here difplayed to us a Scene of 
Joy and Love, and waited on us in all 
her Pomp, in all the Delights and 
Beauties ,of . the Field, The Hills 

were 
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were all cover-'d Wick Vines, and the 
Valleys with-ripe Graces, which yield* ■; 
ed us- a fragratoc Shall from the fruitiFut - 
Vineyards^ The Graves arid Wodd9' 
were all fprightly and gay,' Nothing 
feera'dto us drooping or languid, but- 
aJi things fmil*d rourid about the place 
of our Entert&isfiffl(ent. f Thfr Air was 
clear, -and tnade Melodious by the 
Voices of Bdrd%^ Th$ Ships and Ocean ; 
were at /a coritfefttent diftance, Where- : 
on we-ldbked, AfldftifJ «aeW <£tiarms' *. ^ 
fpruhg from that <%&tote&&<v4Lfietf of . ^ I 
Objects, whither feeder icvfe- turft ? d bur J 
Byesi rand/all thmgs^ohlpirld to yield' 
together! a raviftiing fatisfa&ioii to outf 
Serrfes.'Fnus we fpentrthe dayltfkburid^ 
ance of Jelight,ha£p£ , iind' retir ? d from' 
MdancholyiandiafldiftuA^neev - [{ 

The; Ordinary,- Food of the poorer r ^ ptjd 
forty ! is -little elfe, in the -time of the \f\ht yur 
Vintage^, but Bread and ripe Grapes •, *<»]*• 
whicfc i fimple ^Nourifhment affbrds ; 
fofficieiit. pleaikre; and delight^'- when* 
itmeets! with true Hungefr. "which never 
faib . of Coofcing #ie Meat -with; a' 
gufto forCche Palate* ' - For Pulfes and ' 
Leguminous 1 Food, as it was a gre^at : 
part - ©f the Diet Of- our Forefathers 
:.:>; i and ' 
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and Antediluvian Patriarchs, and very 
Congenial to the Nature of Man ; fo 
is this fpare Food, with a very mode- 
rate mixture of Flefh, the Frequent 
Repaft even of thole here of better 
Note, who find it eafily elaborated and 
tranfmitted in fuch manner as is pro* 
per for Digeftion ; who thereby pre- 
ferve their Bodies in Health and 
Strength, and keep the Grafts of the 
Parts pure, which are otherwife per- 
ffc nm^- verted by Intemperance. And were it 
**^f ' fe not for this great abftinence in Eatings 
the danger of Fevers in the hot Sea- 
fon would be rarely avoided, and the 
Venereal Exceffes to which they are 
ftrangely addi&ed, with the immode* 
rate heat of the place, would be apt to 
put Nature under various difbrders* 
Therefore Men of the greateft Confe- 
quence and Fortune, (whether it be 
that Sobriety might render them more 
Spruce and Amorous for the Exercife 
of Love, or that they are bred up in 
an Antipathy to that grofs and fcanda- 
lousViceof Drunkennels,) leldom ex- 
ceed tlie allowable bounds of Drinking, 
and accuftom themfelves to a very 
Ipare Diet* Nor are they apt 'to 

impofe 
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impofe their Wine upon others in their 
ordinary compotations ; but the Ser- 
vant attending holds the Bottle in his 
hand, and delivers the Glafs to him 
that Drinks, to receive from the Ser- 
vant's hand, who pours out leifurely 
what the Gueft pleafes, either a larg- 
er or a lefi quantity; by which means 
he that is intent upon Drinking, may 
take his Liberty, and he that is wil- 
ling to refrain, is not forced. When 
the Company breaks up, the Porches 
and Entries of the Houfes, and par- 7 *'**' 
ticularly the private place behind the STaTS- 
door, are allowed for the conveni*™*. 
ence of Urine ; becaufe that action in 
the Streets is reputed Indecent, and 
liable to the Cenfure of Drunken- 
nefs. 

The People very much affeft a gra- Their 
vity in their Garb, and are dcathed*** 1 *'' 
all in Black, in complaifance ( as I 
imagin) to the Sacerdotal Funttion, 
aad the better to ingratiate with that 
Profeflion, which challengeth lb much 
Authority among them. But they 
cannot live without the gallantry of 
wearing the Spado and the Dagger ; 
thofe inleparable Adjun&s, even of 

Servants 
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Servants attending theif ;Maiters at 
-the TabAe^. who proudly ft wt with 
<the Difbesin their Hands, in that 8» 
lema Garb, with a Basket Hilt .to a 
Sword at leaft a yard ioag, evea ia 
the midft of Summer. r / 

M»2 Their Houfestoo^ as. well as Gloathy, 

* are made without much Expence or 
Spkndour ; neither Curious by the Em- 
bellifhmcnts of Art without, nor Rich 
in Trappings and Furniture within ; 
feme of them fhoot up a little in height^ 
without any other Characters of great* 

. " . . 7 ■ ! nefi : The generality of them are flat* 

• r - roofed, and all of them give admit* 

tance to the open Airthro the Win* 

dows, which, being without the ufe 

of Glafs r are kept open all the;, day* 

and clofcd by Wooden fhutters at 

7 night, V : v 

Hoveno. The Soil allows no venomous in* 

JJJ' ^-habitant, nor Creature ,of InfeOiious 

Ms$lnd. Malignity, which whether it is peculiar 

to the Earth or Any on derivable from 

lome other caufe, I know not ; who 

found nothing in tljis place different 

from the difpofitjoa of others of she 

fame Climate. .. . 

\- . \ / * The 
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The Qualities' of a n Poifbns are af- 
firmed by fome to be 5 either hot and in- 
flaming, as Eufhqrbium\ or cold, as 
Opium; or dry, as Vitriol \ all which 
qualities may be found in the Elements 
here, as well as in other Regions, and 
therefore apt enough to fiipply Matter 
for all Venomous Animals, which for 
this reafbn might be- prefum'd to be 
found here ; and mudi father tfiaii ia 
the Kingdom of IrtUnd, which is a 
Country of noted Humidity ; and no 
Poifbns, they fay, arefimply Humid, 
becaufe Humidity is a quality purely 
Paffive, and of it felf incapable of 
caufingpain. 

Lizards, of which they liave here Apt* 
an infinite number, are very deftru£Hve *$£ dt f 
to their Fruits and Grapes, and mighty m 
deyourers of whatever they light upon. 
But Snakes and Toads, of which in the 
Indies are fiich innumerableMultitudes, 
find here no Entfcrtalfrtrnent ;• there they 
haiint the Chambers and private Apart- 
niehtsr of the Inhabitants, lurk fre- 
quently in the roofs of their Houfes, 
as well as in the Graft ; fbnjetimes 
they efpythem in their Chambers and 
about their Beds, 'in the Walls and 
'-;;-j C Seelings 
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Seelings o>f their Ijodgings, '. ana in 
the dark corners of; their Vaults' and 
Ccll&rs. 
Tbe*ef<r.t The Fertility of this Ifland ismucfi 
banijmtfs abated from what it was in the time 
%£i. Pf itsfirft Plantation,, and the conftant 
breaking up the ground has made it 
in many places feeble in its Produ&i» 
ons, fo.thatit wholy difcourages their 
Laboui;s r , till it has lain fallow for three 
or fquc years ' r a&er which time, if 
there, (prings up no Broom, as a token 
of its following Fruitfulnefs, they defift 
from all their hopes of ins Fertility, and 
conclude it quite Barren. The poeient 
barrennefiof much of their Land^ re- 
minds them of the growth of their 
Vices, to which they kgenuoufly 
JST afciribe it. Among, which, their Efle- 
k]tmiedc- minate Lewdneis may very well ftand 

5J £, in th& front of their Acc ^ ations » wWch 

prevails not a little, even among thofe 
whole double Obligations, of GhrifH- 
ans and Macried Persons, Ihould mighti- 
ly deter them from that fin; efpecial- 
Tbeh ly confidering how they may fatisfie 
**»*"fi* all their Defires at home, and double 
their Pleafure by their Innocence* But 
vagrant Lulls, like other Fires, when. 

they 
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fliey once get head, are not eafily 
tamed and ftifled, till they confume 
thofe Materials that feed them. 
This ;Inconftancy in the Husband 
encourages (tho it cannot Legitimate,) 
the fame Levity in the Wife, the 
Weafcnefi of whofe Sex is not fo much 
proof againft the Charms of alluring 
Temptations. Therefore are the Wo- 
men here as apt to defraud their 
Husbands, as the Husbands are to de- 
fraud their Wives, and both equally 
kind to Strangers, efpecially the Wo- 
men, whofe pronenefi that way* is 
more excited by their being cloifter'd 
and kept in, and reftraurtt from all 
Company. Their Appetites are aug- 
mented by difficulties, and increafect 
by being oppos'd : 

Quod licet, ingratum eft, quod Hon licet 
acrius urit. 

This made Lycurgus Enad a Decree for 
keeping up Matrimonial Affe&ion, 

* That Married Perfbns fhould be as 

* cautious as Celibates, to enjoy one a- 
'nother, and never doit but by ftealth^ 

C a Another 
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y« wet. Another reafbn^jthat offers for their 
liZtSf. mutual Infidelity, is the Ignorance they 
' have of each others perfbnal Humours, 
and unacquaintance with their difpofi- 
tions before Marriage, which fbme- 
times is Celebrated before a mutual 
Interview has preceeded the Engage- 
ment. Whereas a competent time of 
Courtfhip and frequent Vifits gives 
them Ibme Infpe&ion into each others 
Genius and Inclinations, engages their 
mutual Paflions and good Liking, by 
their conftant endearing Prefents and 
Converfation, which by degrees unites 
their Hearts, and ripens their Affecti- 
ons for a happy Marriage. For which 
purpoleit is pra&is'd in fbme parts of 
the World, in the very Minority of 
their Children, who are engaged by 
Contract at the years of five or fix, as 
in the Indies. 

During our ftay upon the Ifland, 
a young Gentleman of an advanced 
Fortune, which was valued at 60000 
Dollars, was ingaged in the Court- 
fhip of a Lady of 8000, and proceed- 
ed to Marriage, without the opportu- 
nity of one fight of her before the So- 
lemnity, befides what was allow'd 

him 
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him the day before. He was then, as 
it happened, in the Company of her 
Brother, and cfpied thro* a Lattice two 
young Ladies, and imagining one of 
them to be his Miftreft, was curious to 
enquire, whether of them it was ? To 
which he received no more fatisfa&ion, 
than j il To mor t:o\v, Sir, is time enough 
" for that. 

In Treating about Marriage, their m Mmi- 
principal Enquiries are into the Family **" s ™ 
and Dfefcerifc of the Courtier, for pre* Moon, 
ventipn of alloccafionsof the detefta* 
ble Affinity with Moors and Jem, which 
among them are very numerous. To 
join in>Matrimony with any of.'tbesty 
is efteemed a debaiftnientor her Mae* 
age and Extradioh, : efpecialiy in /£ 
Woman that pretends t;o Family and 
Education. But the Englijb Merchant^ E 
is on the other fide as Reputable, and lift Atcr* 
ftands as fair in their Accounts; Iris '£**"/' l 
very Name makes way forhis admk-y£* e 
tance, T and Incorporating into the beft 
Families, efpecialiy if any equality ap* 
pears in his Fortune ; for their fubtle 
Cafuifts make fbmetimesan inequali^ 
ty of Fortune a juft Plea for dii^blving 
a'ContrgSL But then, alas / the 
■ ' i C 3 Englijb 



zedteyVjQO 1 



$2 A Voyage to Suratt^ 

Englifb Merchant, if he Marries, rmfk 
firft renounce his Religion, and aban- 
don the c^re of his Soul, for the En- 
joyment of her in whom he delights. 
But that which much fiirpri&'d me, 
was the prohibition of an Old Gpntle T 
woman, to the Proceedings of a Young 
Arrange Pretender to her Daughter, upon this 
TaM " Account ; becaufe fhe was informM of 
Harriatr. the Health and Soundncfs of his Con-? 
ftitution, of the Moderation and Cha- 
rity of his Manners, fo that he was 
never known to labour under any Ve- 
nereal Difeafe ; which flie concluded to 
arife only from the weaknefs of his 
Conftitution, for it feems fhe prefpmed 
there was no need of the reftraints of 
Conference for. fb Venial an Offence, 
the committing of which, in, her Opi- 
nion, was Meritorious. 
Minkr-' The Execrable, Sia of Murther has 
founM^ gained- too not only an Impunity but 
*^'# v : Reputation among them, and it is 
made the Chara&eriftick of any .Gen-? 
tleman of Rank or Fafhion, to have 
dipt his Hands in Blood. To this they 
frequently are obnoxious, and readily 
Incline, by reafon of the eafie recourfe 
they have to their Churches, which 
* % ' .' fhelter 



Digitized by 



Google 



The IJUndrf Madeira. 2 3 

/helter them from any Procefs, and are 
met; -with at every turn. For in the 
Metropolis, Tumhal y which exceeds 
not a good Country Town, are almoft 
twenty Churches and Chappels, befides 
abundance in their Country Plantati- 
ons. Thefe Chrfltians are as Liten- 
tifflus w comnaiting this Crime, as re- 
mififjin inmfting dtae; Penalties' for it, 
and indulgethe guifc of ft, even beyond 
what ihe Almighty did die Jt»s y tho' 
^voluntary, by fparing the Criminal 
tf.hecaniayhold on the Horns of the 
Altar ; and make Banifhment or Con- 
finement his ucmoft Penalty, both which 
by i large Prefent are bought off. 

Tfte Numbers of their Clergy in- ^ .. 
cteafchete, as well- as in other PopifhS* 
Countnes^ even to the oppreflion of 
the Laity, with whom they feem to 
vie for Multitude. Tis fcarce imagi- 
nable^ how fo many Rich Ecclefi- 
aftkks can be fupported by the La- 
bours of fo few People. But to abate 
thiswonder, they tell us, that none of 
their Nation is admitted to the Prieft- 
hood, who is not poffefs'd of fome Pa- 
trimony, to avoid a burthen to the 
Church. They are totally averfe here 
- ... C 4 from 



Digitized by 



Google 



24 A Voyage to Suratt 

Ho jcw$ f r()m admitting any into Sacred OiC 
%rg^mL ders, whole Originals are either ^feirx 
or Moprsy and yet this Caution is not 
obferved by them at St. Jaqws, where 
Native Africans Officiate as Priefts. 
the fre- The Jefuits, among all the reft of 
v*iiiniAu- their Orders, are the only Men in.Su- 
J^ r jcfuics.P ream Repute, which they afpire to 
by the eafie Abfolutions or their Peni- 
tents, and pretentions to ftri&cfc San- 
&ity, and a more unblemifht. Chara- 
£ter, than the reft of the Orders. For 
this end, they clofely conceal from 
publjck notice ^11 the Enormities and 
Irregularities of their Order, and all 
their Failures, but what are legible in 
TbebrJinth their Ignorapce^ which was £b re- 
***": markable, thatfqarce one in three o£ 
thofe I conyersM with under ftood 
l^atin. If any Delinquent isexpell-d 
the Convent, nis Faults are ftifled and 
kept as fecret as Confeflion, lqft the 
noife of them among vulgar Ears, 
fhould fcandalpufly rpfleQ: upon their 
Society, and diminifh that Veneration 
they fo zcaloufly aiFe£L And the only 
Anlwer wliich is vouchfafed to any 
4 pr**e»t Qnerift, f or the realbn of their JSxpulfi- 
TZn* W is, " He w^s unworthy of our 
$em. ,■ ^Society, 
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".Society. This isa Maxim worth the 
Wiftlom of that Order, and the imi-> . 
tationof all others, and highly jufti- 
fies the prudent concealment of fuch 
Men's Faults, whofe Examples might 
eminently fcandalize any kind of Pro- 
feffion. 

The Jefuits Chappel is far the moftn* /#/«&# 
Jpiendid of all their Churches, which cba W l * 
we chanced to view in the greateft 
Luffoe, at St. Ignatius his Eve, (as 
they are pleas'd to term him) a time 
obfervabie for the Magnificence of 
thq Ceremony and Pomp ; Variety of 
the choiccft Anthems were fung, with 
the fweeteft Inftrumental and Vocal 
MuHck, fiifficient, had- their Dbfltine 
beeo a^^erable to it t to have charmed 
us into a Conversion. The Vigils of 
alltheir Saints, as well as that of St. 
Jdihn B$f>tift, are Celebrated with a* 
huodance of fhimng Lights, placed 
confpicuoufly upon the tops of their 
Steeples, after the Sun-fet. But the 
bright Illuminations this Night about 
the Steeple of the Jefuits Oratory, fan 
oitf>did the reft of the Apoftles Eves, 
and dazled the Eyes of the Speftators , 
%t a diftance, Some of the Chappels, 

as 
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as well as Hoafes, are built upon fiich 
fteep declining Hills, that they feem 
to indanger the precipitation of Fuch as 
come out of them ; and queftionlefs the 
protection of the Saint is extolled 
for the deliverance from thofe Perils. 

jmmfatai Near the ^ e f uits cha PP el is a cer - 
fir fucbus tain Hofpital, much frequented by the 
have fa* Natives, Ere£ted for the Entertain- 
***** ment and Cure of fuch as have fhiart* 
ed for their Feminine Pleafures ; whofe 
miferable Spe&aclcs are ib ghaftly and 
frightful^ t;hat were there nothing of 
future Puniflbment, that only might 
very well curb Men in their higheft Ca* 
reer to thole foul Sins*. Among the reft 
of the Female Penitents^ we efoied one 
near the Altar, weeping bitterly, with 
a fbrrowful deje&ed Countenance, and 
in deep anguifh of Heart. This fight 
produced fomething of the lame Mc- 
Janchqly EfFe&s upon us, till I reco- 
vered my felf at the hopes I had of her 
happy Condition, which fuch floods 
of Tears feem'd to promife. Had all 
the reft evidenced the like Sorrow and 
Concern fhe did, this Infamous Society 
(for ought I know) had been the moft 
Honourable upon the Ifland. But their 

Meafiires 
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Meafores herein are very qnecjual, for 
a uiod^ft Salute is an Offence infuffera- 
|>le, whilft this abominable Vice 
many, of them fcarce ftand to Parly 
WJtfcu 

Their Churches are moil: compionly Their bury* 
fpadc ufe of for Repofitories of their fo *fk'«- 
Deqd, in the Interment of whom they 
mixjftore of Lime with the Earth, tcx 
haftefi the consumption of the Corps, 
by^hoie (judden mouldring away, 
upofl t;his account, there is room made 
within a fortnight for a frefh Funeral* 
To fignalize their Refped for^he, 
Deceajed, the Corps is cufioufly 
triniRi'd and sdprtfdfr as a faint Em- 
blejn rof its glorious and triumphant 
Reforre&ion, in imitation of the Wife 
King, wfyo buried with his Royal Fa- 
ther an invahiable Treafure. 

But as their Church allows no Cha- n$ Buryhf 
ritabje Thoughts to the Souls of .He-Jjjj^ 
reticks, (b does it forbid all kind- Engiifh/ § 
neft to their dead Bodies, a/id prole- 
ay^ the Etigltjh that die there, with 
more inexorable hatred, than what 
they fhew to the CarcafTes of Beafts 
and Birds, which may find a refting 
place on Choiar, &ad quietly remain 

upon 
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upon common ground ; both which arc 
ftri£fcly forbid the Englijb, who are 
caft into the Sea, and committed to 
the waves. And accordingly an Eng- 
lish Merchant falling fick of a fudden 
Diftemper at Madeira, was unfortu- 
nately carried off by it ; which mov'd 
the reft of our Nation that were there, 
to contrive for his decent Interment. 
And therefore, left a publick Burial 
might expofe him to the Rage of the 
People, or the Clergy's Indignation, 
they concluded to depofit him among 
the Rocks, i n order to his better con- 
cealment. But the Rocks were una- 
ble to fhelter him from their Tyranny, 
which was exercis'd upon him in this ! 
barbarous manner, they dragg'd him 
from the place where he lay, up and 
down the Ifland, and exposM him to the 
contempt of the Inhabitants, till they 
threw him into the Ocean. This Inhu- 
manity, which is carried even beyond 
the Grave, is propagated as far as their 
Plantations in the Eafi \ where if any 
Proteftant chance to die among the 
Nation of the Portuguefe, no place is 
allowed for his Reception, nor vile 
enough for his Sepulchre, but the very. 

Corps 
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Corps of a rank Heretick annoys the 
Dominions of a Catholick Country, 
tho'it were buried under ground. And 'f.JJfif 
yet a powerful Summ o£'Mony, which € t £ d J£ 
is faid to blind the world, prevailed to*»rM fir 
open the Eyes of the Priefts Intelle&u- J^J""* 
alsin this very cafe ; for thus they 
ftated the difficulty concerning an 
Englijb Child, which had been clan- 
destinely Interred there, that if it were 
immediately taken up, and then Bap- 
tized after their manner, and fo made 
a Member of their Church, it might be 
admitted among their Dead. This 
Conclufion was approved of as Cano- 
nical, for the Child was Baptized, Bu- 
ried after their manner, and depo/ited 
where it was taken up. 

The Canons of the Cathedral 7 */^ 
Church, which ftands about the midft $£££ 
of the City, are as exquifite in their git. 
contrivance for their Eale, as the others 
were for burying-mony. The Confu- 
tations of their Church oblige their 
Attendance at Prayers by Four a Clock 
in the Morning. But becaufe fuch 
early Rifing is very troublelbme, efpe- 
cially to Corpulent Men, therefore 
they agree, that the Clock fhall never 

in 
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in the Morning ftrike Four, till it real- 
ly be Five; and order its motions by 
this Method, always an Hour or k» 
flower than the Sun> that they may 
punftually indulge their own Repofe* 
by this mock obedience to the Orders of 
their Church. 
&m#Eng- Yet how negligent fbever they may 
JJ^jT* appear in this IriftanCe, they all pre* 
Q**u tend a mighty Zeal for their Faith* 
especially in the Meritorious Conver- 
fion of any Stranger, upon which we 
firfpe&ed they had be^n too intent, by 
the lofs we nad of fbme few of our 
Men r whom no fcarch could difcover 
to us. The fyfuits we conje&w'd muft 
be concerned in it, becaufe their Love 
for the Caufe is generally more flaming 
than that of the other Orders among 
them; and therefore we refblved upOBf 
addrefling to the Governour for de- 
manding an enquiry after them in the 
College of the Jefuits ; but we found 
his power could not reach it* The 
time grew on that we muft depart, an<£ 
were much concerned to leave our 
Men, when we were engaged to fet 
Sail, becaufe the want of them on 
Board might be very prejudicial in a 

tedious 
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tedious Voyage; Our Commander 
therefore hAviHg j^ot Without Gun-fhot 
of thefe CitacKfe^ Mannd out his 
Pinnacle with \ twelve or fourteen 
Hands, well provided with Swords 
and Fire- Arms, and appointed them 
to Row along the Shoar, to apprehend, 
if poffible, tome Few of their Fifhers, 
to fiipply the places of oar Sailers. As 
they cruifed along, they met by chance 
with another Prize, viz. z. Comely 
Abbot atad a Vicar, coming up to 
Tumhd from the Country in a Boat. A * Ahh * 
They were ftrangely fiirpriz'd, to find *" r ^i 
themfelves unexpectedly taken r and n the r*m 
Pirated by a Boat's Crew •, but muchj^ Se * 
more concerned, when we told thetp 
they mtfft bid ferewel to all tiieir 
Friends and Feftivities at Madeira, and 
ftnbarque with t»s m m Indian Voyage, 
or at leaft remain ourPrifoners on Board, 
till the Jefuits reftor'd our Men on 
Shoar. The thought of this amazed 
andftruck them with confufiort, ancf 
forc^ from, their Breafts^ many a groaa 
and fijgh, for their Sorrow reem'd to- 
furpa$T is& expreffion by any Tears. 
And yet thfey were not (a far lofl: in this 
ConreernationofMind, but that they 

kept 



Digitized by 



Google 



32 A ro^^fa:Siii:atL 

kept within limits of Reflexion* tad 
recolle&ing a Method for their Releafe. 
Therefore they fpeeded an Exprefe to 
the Governour, and ; paflionately im- 
plored him for the take of God, and 
the Virgin Mary, to bethink himfelf of 
fbme Project for their Liberty, for 
which their Prayers fhould continually 
afcend for his deliverance fro(n fucn 
Difafters. And our Commands va- 
luing his Sailers above the Priefts* di- 
re&ed a Letter to the Engli/h Qonful 
on Shoar, to this eflfeft. \ 



S IK, 

Tbi Cap- / ■ *HE Honour and Dutym owe, our 
*£ h tbt JL Kfng md Employers, obliged us to 
cwfui <m make thisReftitutionto our felvps$m$ your 
$""* Governour wou'd npt. To deprive Prin- 
ces of their SubjeBs, and Mafiers of t fair 
Servants, under a pretence of making them 
better Chriftians, is in my Opinion to make 
them rvorfe. And if the Religion of your 
Jefuits admit of fuch Immoral Aftions, 
neither our Laws nor Religion require our 
taking it at your Hands. If your Gover- 
nour has little Command over them, he 

has 
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ks left fiver us, and he therefore may take 
the keepirtgcf fomt <f yoyr Suhjetts as 
patiently frorn us, as he does their \dttaining 
fotpe of our Sailers (as we frefume) from 
them. In the mea& time, endeavour to fee. 
they be reft or ed, or rzft fat is fed with the 
lofs of thofe we here detain. If your Goy 
vernour tvou*d not give us fat isf aft ion if 
he could, he cannot then excufe himfelf i» 
this matter. If he wou°d f and cou'd not, 
we fhall be fo kind, as to do it for hin\ 
which may thereupon prove an Obligation^ 
as well to him, as 

Tours, &c* 



Thefc Epiftles were no foonerre- 
eeivM and read, but the whole place 
was in an uproar about their Priefts, 
either their Priefts muft be rethm'd^ or 
all the Englifb muft fuffer for it. This 
ftartled the Englifb Merchants on fliore, 
and awaken'd their Care of contriving 
tome means for their Safety ; for they 
percejv\l the inraged Multitude, who 
ftood upon the Strand, would not be 
pacify'd without them. And there- 
fore left our Commander fhould prove 
D inexorable, 
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inexorable, and ferioufly refblv'd upon 
what he writ, the Englijb Merchants 
brought along with them Money for a 
Voyage, after they had prevailed to 
get on Board. For they durft not re- 
turn without their Priefts ; and they 
knew not where the Voyage would 
end. After their difficult Paffage on 
Board, they related the Confiifion the 
Place was in, and how tumultuous the 
People had fuddenly grown, upon the 
account of the Detention of their 
Priefts ; and how they were upon the 
Bank of the Sea, repeating their Excla- 
mations, Our Padres! Our Padres! A 
fudden Joy fprung up in the Faces of 
the Priefts upon the fight of our Englijb 
Merchants, from whom they allured 
thcmfelves of fonic Relief, and Releafe 
from the Confinement they were un- 
der; and with lorrowful Accents re- 
prefented to them the unhappy Minute 
they fet forward for Tunchd ; but 
withal, the Hopes they had that their 
coming on Board would prove favou- 
rable to their Misfortune. The Com- 
mander, who heard all this, and reflc r 
&ing upon the extreme Inconvenience 
attending the Englifh upon this occafi- 

on. 
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on, refolved to fend them all on Shore 
to remove that Disturbance which he 
few was otherwife unavoidable ; for 
he thought the Priefts would be as ufe- 
lels to him at Sea, as they commonly 
are at Land, and a Burthen to either 
Element ; and fo difinifsM them all ton, ?**, 
their great Satisfaction. Wmfs'i. 

After this we ftood off from Shore 
fiU'd our Sails, and without any Cere- 
monious Adieu,either to the Governour 
pr the Fort, we left the Ifland. For 
tis eafier to depart, than to be admit- 
ted into the Harbour. Becaufe when mi sbi,, 
any Ship arrives there, two or three of «*«** 
the Inquifitors, who wear the Sacred 2%?? 
Garb, are lent to examine it about any *«>. "" 
Sicknels,'or other Objection, which 
might hinder the Liberty of Traffick • 
and not fuflering any Sailer's letting 
his Foot on Shore till they pronounce 
the Ship healthful. V 

By a kind Providence our Q>eedy 
failing that Day did occafion a greater 
Deliverance to us from the French 
Jan what the Abbot and Vicar had'ftgT 
from us. Within Forty Hours after JW 
our Departure, two French Men of if* tf 
War of good Force arrived in the fame 
P 2 ' Port, 
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Port, whp no fofcnfcr dropt their An- 
chor* but they weighed ag&in in Chace 
of our- Ship, and lhaped their Gourfo 
dire&ly towards the Canfam\ where 
fome gave out Ive were defignM; But 
leaving the Ifland Palmo on the Eafly 
• . wc fteer'd dif^lyto St. J*go y a Capi- 
tal Ifland of Cup Verde, whereby we 
happily defeated their purluit. 
OnrVepdr- So the Cerw Jtkntica, as the Anti- 
ng from ents called tfy being in a fortunate Mi- 
Madeira, nute left by 11% we arrived with Safe- 
ty at this Port, In our way we were 
entertained, with, an unufual ,profpe£t, 
which to freih Navigators, was very 
F/j(i ^ F ^divertiv€, which was feveral winged 
Fiih, which took Flight in the Air, 
while their Finns were moift, but dropt 
into the Ocean as loon jas they grew 
ch;y, and. thereby unafitive, , Their 
Wipgs are always Ipread while they 
move in the Air, where they ibme* 
times fuftain tJbemfeives the ifpace of a 
Furlong* . When they drop ? into the 
Oeean, the watchful Dolpfains are ge* 
nerally ready, to devour, tehem, whole 
nS\yiftnels in the Waten ^uals almoft 
v / "the Flight of ~ihe others in the, Air; 
$nd as timorous Animkfe at Land 

feefc 
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feck for Shelter from Men, when they 
find themfelves in apparent Danger 
from a mercilefs Perfecutor ; lb the Fly- 
ing Fiflfr will betake theipfelves to ojir 
Ships, and fall upon our Decks add 
Shrouds, upon a hot purfuit of the de- 
finitive Dolphin. Here like wife we 
were affrighted with aTurnado, which, a TutmJq. 
withou|:\Car^ aijd Ipeedy landing of 
our Sails; might have, endangered our 
Ship. It came fuddenly, without any 
previous figas of its* approach., till a 
quarter of an hour before it came. *Tis 
a violent furprizing Storm of Rain and 
Wind ; aiid that which adds to repder 
it raorfi formidable, is its unexpected 
Rife, at fitch times as the Weather is 
fedate and temperate ; but its precipi- 
tant Motion renders it lefs tedious, be- 
ing as (bon a dying, as it is fhort in it's 
Growth and Increafe.- 
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THE 

ISLAND 

OF 

St J A G 0. 
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? HE Iflands of Cafe Verde arc di- 
ftant from the Main of Africa 
1*50 Leagues ; they extend themfelves 
in a Body from 1 ?i, unto the 19th in 
Latitude. Ten of theft Iflands are con- 
fiderable, tho' not inhabited, and are 
rang'd in Form of aCrefcent ; of which 
the Convex Part regards the Conti- 
nent, and the Two points the Ocean. 
Sr f ]*g* 9 The Night before we came to an 
Anchor we efpied this Ifland of St. Ja- 
go, which is the greateft and principal 
of all the Ifles of Cape Verde y and is dig- 
pifyM with aBifhop's Seat in a City of 
the fame Name. They borrow their 
Appellation of Cape Verde from the 
Cape or Prominence of Land in Africa, 
which i$ the neareft Main Lapd to 

th«p. 
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them, from whence fever al Africans 
come here to inhabit. Thefe by the 
Ancients were calPd Gargddes and He- 
Jperides, who feigned the Orchards 
with Golden Apples, which were kept 
by a Dragon, were placed here. 

In this Ifland are various Ports, the j tf chief 
ifioft noted of which we anchor'd in, f«*. 
named Praya, where, by the Blefling 
of Heaven, we efcaped an eminent 
Danger, which arofe from a violent rbeDan- 
Storm in the Night-time; and was fojj£}i 
outragious, that the Ship dragg'd her 
Anchor ; and our Ruine had oecn in- 
evitable, had it been much fiercer ; be- 
caufe we rid fb near St. jf*g0, which 
was on one fide ; and Hay ljUzd, which 
lay on the other. 

The Ifland at our approaching it *** Bant* 
lookt very defolate and naked, without ™$ u 
any apparent Verdure either of Grafs 
or Leaves. And the reafbn for this, 
upon our Examination, was very plain, 
becaufe in Three Years fpace before 
that Day we came thither, they had 
not been refrefhed with one Shower 
of Rain, which occafion'd an extreme 
Drought' and Steiitity, and gave it the 
Face rather of the Defarts of Arabia^ 
than of a plentiful Country, 

D 4 The 
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A compfri* The Air is neither lb healthful, nor 
witbMu the Place fb pleafant, as Madeira, which 
dci«. has fb many Hollies and delightful In* 
clotures, that it feems to be a Gar- 
den of Plealiire. Neither is it fb rtioun- 
tainous as that Ifland, which makes it 
apt enough for Plantations ; and yet 
here are but very few Vines, and thofe 
incompetent for affording any Wine ; 
moft of which that is drunk is import- 
ed to them from Madeira. 
& Fr0m In the Valleys are Grains, Vines, 
Fruits, Sugar-Canes, Mellons, Bono- 
hoes, better than thofe at Madeira. 
Dates, Coco-Nuts. They abounded 
not with Cattle, but of Fowl they 
had plenty *, for which, or for any o- 
ther of their Commodities, we traded 
with them for old Cloaths, and caft 
Garments, a ftaple fort of Merchan- 
dife with thefe Portuguese, whole Hu- 
mour, which generally is vain and 
haughty, will make them vaunt them- 
felves like Fidolgoes,when they are on- 
ly thus apparelPd. But that which is 
meaner in them much, than ftrutting 
ManyKa- in the over-worn Garments of. Sailers 
tivts poor and other Men, they are ftrangely ad- 
vijb. lC ' difted to pilfering and ftealth ; and one 

or 
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or two of them will entertain you in 
Difcourfe) whilft the third takes off 
. your Hat, or fhatches away the Sword 
from your fide. And if they meet 
•any Stranger at a Diftance from any 
Town/ they feldem fail of ftripping 
him naked. 

They are ignorant here in the Hut 
wifery of making either Butter or 
Cheefe, which are therefore valuable, 
becauie rare. Arid accordingly , a cou- 
ple of Cheele, twelve Stock-fifh, and^ Pnjk* 
two Dozen of Poor jack were kindly '« tht g*. 
received by the Governour of the™ 1 " 1 ^ 
Town, who was at this time unable 
to fupply us with a Loaf of Bread ; 
which made a Sea-Bisket as acceptable 
to them, as fre/h Provifions, after a 
long Voyage, would be to us. 
A Romifti Prelate govern'd the Ifland, 
and prefided in their Civil as well as lt G f*£ 
Ecclefiaftkal Affairs; and, without that //&** 
Nicenefi which is pra&ic'd at Madeira, 
admitted the Native Africans to offi- 
ciate in their Oratories and Convents, 
Moft of the People are Negroes, 
tranfported from Africa to fettle here, 2^' 
converted to the Roman Faith. Their 
Cloathing is a kind of Indian-like 

Stuff, 
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Stuff, turnM about their middle cart* 
lefly ; the reft of the Body is all bare, 
fave their Breafts and Shoulders,which 
are covered with fome thin Stuff. 

Notwithftanding the Penance they 
were under by the Scarcity of Bread 
and Wine, the Women were very loofe 
in their Behaviour, and eafily led away 
by the Sailers, whofe Immoral Extra- 
vagancies have occafion'd this Provcr- 
ah Entlijh biai Speech in India, , That in Sailing 
toto? i% from hence thither, they leave their Con- 
sciences on this fide of the Cape ; and in 
returning from thence to Europe, they 
leave their Conferences on the other fide the 
Cape. So that except it be in doubling 
the Cape, they will fcarce allow an Eajt- 
Jndia-man any Confidence at all. 
the ijlsnd Near this Ifland is another called 
Fogo. p g ^ remarkable for its Sulphureous 
Vapours, which like Jfttna and Vefu- 
<uius y it continually emits ; which (ally 
forth in fuch Eruptions, that it annoys 
all the adjacent parts, by continual vo- 
miting of Flames aadSmoak; from this 
burning Mountain fuch quantities of 
JEST Pumice-ftones are ejefted, that they 
fwim upon the Main Ocean, and are 
varioufly difpers'd by the Currents of 

the 
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the Water to diftant places ; fome 
floated as far as St. J*go> and fpread 
themfelves by our Ship's fide. The 
Height of this Fbleafio is confiderable, 
and its afpiring Top is railed above ne ht *tt>* 
two Stories in the Clouds, which are /^ 4 ^ 
rang'd each below the other upon its 
declining fides. The Head of the 
Mountain advanced in height in a dou- 
ble Proportion to the highefr of the 
Clouds ; which were not very long in 
ripening, but prefently put on their 
Aery Body. The lame thing I obfer- 
vedupon the Table-Land of theGtf* 
of Good Hope, where the Vapours fa- 
iniorfd themlelves into Clouds imme- 
diately upon their Exhalation from the 
Mountains, and ranged themfelves, as 
they rife, in due Order and Progreis 
through the Air. 

Before we had failed many Leagues »<*. 
from this Shore, we were under the ***«<//. 
Influence of the Trade- Winds, which 
blow on both fides of the Lines to ma- 
ny Degrees diftance ; and with fuch 
conftant gentle Gales, that except it 
be upon occafion of a fudden, violent, Fte , nt 
and ftormy Guft of Weather, the Sail- /<«/».***. 
ers make all that paffage Holiday, and '""?£' 

are "'*'' 
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arc not forced to hand a Sail in the 
(pace of many Days. The Days here 
are regular, and almoft of an equal 
length, not apt to be infefted with 
Storms, or darkned with Clouds, or 
overcaft with Showers, except it be 
upon the nearer Approaches of the Sun, 
who ufiially skreens his dire£t fcorch- 
ing Beams by the Interpofition of wa- 
try Vapours ; and now neither boifte* 
rous Winds nor fwelling Seas do raife 
any Fear or Difturbance in the Mari- 
ners Breaft. 'Tis this kind indulgent 
Weather that mainly animates Men to 
the undertaking of this tedious Voyage. 
Forotherwife the length of it would 
be infopportable, were it all along in- 
commoded by the Storms and Dangers 
of our Northern Seas ; the Thoughts 
of which wear off by degrees, as we 
recede from them, and fall infenfibly 
into milder Climates ; where the calm 
Face of the Heavens Imooths the rug- 
ged Afpeft of the Men, makes them 
forget their former rough and trouble- 
fbm Weather , and fblace and enjoy 
themfel ves in this fweet welcom change 
of Air, 

Great 
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Great ftore^f Sharks fwum now a- »««#*, 
bout our Ship, with their Attendants ^T&i 
and Adherents the Pilot.filh and the £)$"* 
Sucklng-fift, which are about four or 
five Inches long. The Bilot-fifli are 
the feme to the Shark, as the Jaqkalls 
are to the Lion, direft him in his 
Courfe, and find out his Prey, and give 
him notice of any Danger. The Suck- 
ing-fifh (tick clofe to the Shark, as feme 
finall Fifh do upon Lobfters, and fuck 
their Nourifhment out of him. This 
Fifh forfakes not the Shark in the 
greateft Dangers, is his faithful Adhe- 
r*n^ 4^ his utmoft Extremities ; he 
cleaves \o him even when he is fore'd 
eut of his Element, and brought on 
Board" tlie Ship, attends him to his Fu- 
neral, and dies with him. The Under 
Jaw of the Shark is fb much lower than 
the Upper, that he cannot take his 
Bait, but by turning upon his Back to 
receive it with more Facility. They 
are eagerly voracious, and are furnifh'd 
with Inftruments accordingly ; with a 
Sett of Teeth as keen as their Stomachs, 
which eafily lop off the Leg or Arm of 
a Man, and afford no more than one 
Morfel to that ravenous Animal. Yet 
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are they peculiarly tender and indal- 
a ctnjt- g ent to their Spawn, and fhelter them 

STskHkf m *** p^ ce ***' s ave tnem B " t ! 1 : For 

fawn thtir when ever the Young Ones are in Dan* 
jw»r """'ger, they immediately haften to the 
Mouth or the Old One, and retire to 
its inward Parts for Safety. By this I 
was apt to think, that they (pawned 
their Young Ones at their Mouth, be- 
caufe we have feen them come out and 
go in at the Sharks Mouth, and found 
one Six Foot long in a Sharks Belly. 
BAbint Several Dolphins followed our Ship, 
dtfmb'd. which furpafs all the Creatures of the 
Watry Element in Beauty and a quick 
Finn, and is therefore called the Ar-> 
row of the Sea. They fhine the bright- 
eft, and fwim the (wifteft, of any Fife 
in the Ocean ; and their lively Colours 
reprefent in the Water the feining 
Wings of fbme bright Flies. But as 
they leave their Element, their Beauty 
fades ; and as their Life, fo does their 
Splendour decay; thtlightlbm Colours 
begin to fade and mourn at Death's 
Approaches, and turn cjuite dark and 
dusky at their Expiration. It is nei- 
ther the Number, nor the Largenefs of 
the Finns, that contribute towards 

their 
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their extraordinary Swiftnefs ; for they 
are but few, and very finall; two on- 
ly near the Jowl, ana two finall ones 
under the Belly, and a narrow long 
one upon the Back. The Head is fa- 
Ihion'd fharp above, and downwards 
defcends broader, almoft like the Head 
of a Hatchet with the Edge upwards. 
Upon the top of his Tongue he has ma- 
ny little Teeth. It is a lovely, neat f 
and clean Fifh, and as like to the Dol- 
phin on the Sign-Pofts as a Mackrel is 
to a Flounder. The Flefh of it is 
white and delicate, which when larded 
and roafted frefh, no Roman Dainties 
or Eaftern Luxury can out-vie the 
grateful Food. 

After thefe an infinite number of Abmddnc* 
Porpoifes plaid about our Veffel, undt r*f*f*- 
fpread themfelves near half a League 
round our Ship. One of them was 
caught by the Tail with a running . 
Knot made by the Sailers, whofe Liver 
and Entrails nearly refembled thofe of 
an Hog ; and the Blood that iffu'd from 
it was thick and red, like that of a Bul- 
lock ; It ftrangely detainM its Blood, 
after a deep Wound in the Throat, 
and ftopt the Effufion of it for a very 

confi- 
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confiderabletime, before it gave it any 
vent. 

IrtToLt* ^ c mst Ji^wife with shoals of Al- 
ar/. *bicores (fo call'd frpm a piece of white 

Flefh that flicks to their Heart) and 
with multitudes of Ronettoes, which 
are named from their Goodnefs and Ex- 
cellence for eating ; lb that fometimes 
for more than twenty Days the whole 
Ship's Company have feafted on thefe 
SmUts cur i° us Fifi&. Several VefTels in t$di T 
Lhes pre-ous Voyages, which by contrary Winds 
f™'iP have txpen retarded in their Sailing # 
*+tfl* have owned the- Prefervation of their 
Lives to this kind Providence, which 
has often fupplied them with this fort 
of Food in the time of their Extre- 
mity. 
Whether As we &&$& along there happened 
fi/bfleep f an Accident, which made me conclude, 
that either the Fifh do not deep, or that 
they fubiift much longer without it 
than other Animals. We (truck an 
Albicore upon the Tail with a Fifh- 
fpear t which afterwards made its E- 
fcape by dropping off the Hook. This 
very Fifh, as we all obferv'd, followed 
our Ship daily above a Week, wheo 
we failed at ieaft two Degrees, that is, 

aa 
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in Hundred and Twenty Miles a Day, 
and never left us all the while. We 
law it early in the Mornings, by that 
time we were able to difcern any fiich 
thing at that Diftance ; and till the 
CarKnefs Of the Evening intercepted 
bur Sight, we never miffed it. The 
peculiar Mark we diftinguifht it by, 
was the large Wound in the Tail, 
which was lacerated by the Fifli-fpear, 
when it fell off, and in conftant fwiiri- 
ming near our Veflel difcovfer'd it Ve- 
ry plainly to us ; all which time it kept 
Pace witnus, and refted nomorethari 
we. 

We h&d not the lttck of feeing za»Accom 
Cramp-fi/h, for an Experiment, %U the °f tbi ctL 
Voyage ; but T>r.Kfmtfer y in his Paf- Cuuntm 
fage through the Perfian Qulph, relates 
how hfe caught one, and that it ftruck 
the Perfbn with a frightful Tremor, 
whoever touched it with Hand or Foot ; 
but the benumming Quality would not 
reach to the length of a Line or a Pole, 
according to the vulgar Opinion, and 
6perated only When it was fenfibly 
ftruck or handled. But the way of 
preventing this Trembling and Stupi- 
dity of him that felt it, was moft wor- 
E thy 
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thy Obfervation, becatife unknown, and 
fcarce mentioned by any Writer. For 
a certain Perfbn on Board, to the A- 
mazement of all that (aw him, could 
touch the Torpedo as oft as any, and 
was never affeaed by any Infenfibility 
upon it. He was fhy of divulging his 
Receipt, but by Importunities ,was at 
length won to declare the Secret, which 
confifted only in holding ]n his Breath 
very hard when he touched it. The 
reft upon Trial found it true. And the 
Reafbn for this (as 'tis fuppofed) is, 
that ftifling the Breath, and detaining 
the Spirits, repels the Force of that 
Narcotick or ftupifying Quality which 
iffues from the Body of the Cramp- 
fiflv-v 

At our approaching the uEquator the 
.Winds grew calm, the Sails f&pt to the 
Maft, and the Face of the Ocean was 
as fmooth as that of a Cryftal Mir- 
The way of rour. Tliis gave an Opportunity to 
7Jr7tnt h \f 0UV Commander offending out his Boat 
the wattt to try the Current of the Water. t For 
at sea. evcn i n the Main Sea are fbmetimes 
fuch Streams and ftrong Tides, and im- 
perceptible Currents, as carry a Ship 
n.any Degrees in Longitude beyond 

the 
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the Obfervation of the experteft Na- 
vigator, before ever he knows where 
he is, if he be not help'd by his Azi- 
muth Compafs. An Inftance of this 
Nature happen'd while I was in India. 
An Eaf-India Ship bound for Bombay 
was fuppos'd by the Matter of her to 
be near that Haven, upon his firft fight 
WLand; but making better Obfcrva- 
tion, he found himfelf driven many 
Degrees to the Weftward, very near 
Muffat mAraUa Tali*, which lies up- 
on the Perfian Gulph. For this no 
Keaion oan be alledged, befides the un* 
dilcernible Currents of the Water; 
which carry the Ships fo wide from 
that place, which by their Courfethey 
fleered towards : For in one Hours 
time the Water runs above a League, 
iometimes in the very midft of the O- 
cean. And another Ship bound for the 
lame Port, was upon the firft Difcove- 
ry of Land very near theCoaft of Per- 
T ,T herefore the wary Pilots, when • 
the Winds are filent, and the Sea calm, 
We this Expedient for trying the Mori' 
onof the Water, which way, and how 
rait the Currents fet. At Seven Mi* 
nutes Diftancefrom the Line,ourCom- 
E 2 mander 
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mander mann'd out the Boatj with the 
chief Mate in it, and ordered it to be 
rowed about half a League from the 
Ship. They took with them in the 
Boat a Basket, into which they put 
Forty or Fifty Pound Weight ot Iron 
or Lead,which tied to a Line of eighty, 
or an hundred Fathom length, they 
dropt into the Sea ; by whofe Weight 
the Boat w r as fixt as immovably and 
fteddy, as if it were at an Anchor. Af- 
ter this they caft out the Log-board, 
which difcovers the Tide- way of the 
Water, and by the Half Minute Glafs 
which they iet a running, they know 
how faft the Stream runs. For at 
certain Diftances of the Line, to which 
the Log-board is faftned , are cer- 
tain Knots, for every one of which 
that the Board drew off, while the 
Glafs runs, they reckon a Mile. The 
Tide fet here Northward, but not ve- 
ry faft. This Experiment of finding 
out the Swiftnels of the Current, and 
to what Points it runs, is never at- 
tempted but in a perfeft Calm, when 
both the Winds and the Sea are peace- 
able and ftill ; which is the reafbn that 
Mariners, by not meeting withfuchan 

oppor- 
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opportunity, are fbmetimes driven 
very diftant from their defigned Port. 
The Sailers at this time let down an Tbt Exp* 
empty Bottle into the Water tied to th* J^jf" 
Basket, with a Cork in the Mouth of Bmu ut 
it, fo very large, that a Mallet could *jF*j£ § 
not drive it in further ; and yet the 1 * "**' 
Cork was fore'd into the Bottle in its 
Defcent, and the Bottle was drawn up 
full of Salt Water. Under the Line 
there is fijeh a conftant brooding Heat, r*% re* 
that the Rain Water which has been "yi^i 
received in Casks , has been full of e t f e J ei f 
fmall Worms in left than four Hours under the 
time. Nor can any Care prevent the ***** ■ 
rufting of the beft polifffd Steel or 
Iron , nor hinder the beft tempered 
Blade in EngUni from being apt to 
ftand bent, by reafbn of the warm in- 
finuating jEther , which • foftens its 
Spring and Elaftick Spirit/ 
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THE 

ISLAND 

O F 

AN NO BO N. 

*Ej!T "TpHE firft Land we made after our 

*'• > JL cromngthejEquino&ial,was^». 

mbon t which lies in the Latitude of one 

and an half, and is reckon'd about Ten 

Leagues in its Circumference. We 

were driven unhappily to the Leeward 

of it, and luffed up to it for the fpace 

of two days, but were hindred from 

fetching it, by its lying dire&ly in the 

Eye of the Wind. It had the name 

of Annobon given it, becaufe it was 

firft difcovered upon the firft Day of 

the Year. 

iu great The fcarcity of our frefli Provifions, 

Hatjr.- w hkh by this time were almoft fpent, 

made us beat up to Windward more 

vigoroufly, efpecially when we heard 

that 
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that they were to be purchafed at fuch 
eafie rates, that a roafting Pig might 
be bought for a Sheet of Paper. 

But tho* we judged our felves unfor- 
tunate in not being able to reach this 
plentiful Ifland, yet we were pleas'd 
with the Profpe£b which we had of it, 
becaufe we had been long Strangers to 
fuch a Sight. And it gratified us with 
the fragrant Smells which were wafted 
from the Shoar, from whence at three 
Leagues diftance we fcented the Odours 
of Flowers and frelh Herbs. And what JjJ ; v ^ 
is very obfervablc, when after a tedious the saikrs 
Stretch at Sea, we have deem'd ow %***'** 
felves to be near Land by our Obferva- ^ m9m 
tion and Courfe, our Smell in dark and 
mifty Weather has outdone the Acute- 
nefs of our Sight ; and we have difco- 
verM Land by the frefh Smells, before! 
we difcern'd it with our Eyes. 

The Inhabitants obferving our Toil 
and Induftry to ftretch into the Har- 
bour, made Fires onShoar to give us 
Light in the Night time, and lent off. 
to us with fdme Oranges and Fowls a 
Canoo or two, that is, a long fharp 
Boat fafhionM out of one piece of Tim- 
ber, which was rowed with Six Oars. 
E 4 The 
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The Inlanders that came in it were for- 
merly known to fbme on Board us, 
whom we conferred with concerning 
their Belief, and the Religion whicn 
jhey profeffed. They confefs'd them- 
The Jjpw- felves of the Roman Faith, and were 
f £2£{ th€ eminent Believers of thatChurch by 
the profound Ignorance which they 
profefs'd, in fcarce knowing what Mate 
meant, or the Pope from the great Mo- 
gul. They were born in Africa, and, 
bating the Name of Catholicks, were 
as Heatheniflh, as if they had never- 
come from thence, which they afcrib'd 
to their want of Priefts among them. 
No Priefts ! This amaz'd me, and put 
me to a ftand, to confider how thole 
who travel Sea and Land to make Pro- 
felytes, to whom neither Siam, China, 
nor Japan are efteemed too remote a Pil- 
grjmage for making Converts, fhoulcj 
yet neglect a place fb nigh as Annobon, 
overlook a Care fb much nearer. Sure- 
ly fbme fatal Difeafe, fbme Infectious 
Air muft ravage and lay wafte the 
place, that affrighted thole zealous Fa- 
thers from inhabiting among them. 
No, the Air was healthful and ferene, 
the Ifland fruitful, but very poor \ 
'" %: " ' they 
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they know of no reigning Diftemper? 
among them, unlefs we would account 
Poverty one. They were ftor'd with 
plenty of Provifions, and indigent in 
nothing but Gold and Silver, of which 
they had none. Or if they were -Ma- 
tters of a little of that at fooie chance 
time, the firft Prieft that happened to 
come upon the Ifland, was certain of 
draining it by Confeflions, whofe ftay 
was never longer among them , than 
the Money lafted,but his Minutes were 
always fpent as loon as their Mites. 
Now I imagined that a place, where 
was fuch fcarcity of Wealth, fhoul4 
have beft fuited with thofe whofe Pro- 
felQon is Poverty ; becaufe they feem 
then to be in their proper Element, and 
freed from the Temptations of Riches, 
which they voluntarily renounce. And 
tharthe Eaftern Nations,which abound 
in Wealth and Luxury, fhould be lefs 
frequented by Men tnat pretend to be 
dead to the World. 

Upon this Ifland, as well as upon ma- Tbe peat 
ny others, the Road for Ships licth con- Jjy 
yeniently on the Leefide, as at St. Tho-fme H*t* 
ms, which is under the Line, Afcenfien, bmu 
St .Helena, St.Jago, Mauritius, and many 
* more, 
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more, as well in the £4? as W*/ /«&;, 
which are by an All- wife Providence 
made this way ferviceable for avoiding 
the danger of Shipwrack, which woul3 
be inevitable on the Weather-fide, when 
the Winds blew frefh, and the Seas 
were high., For in thefe places the 
Winds generally hang towards one 
Quarter, which renders the oppofite 
part of the Ifland calm andfafe. And 
though fbme few Iflands are obferv'd 
destitute of this Convenience in their 
Harbours, and are not fb well accom- 
modated with Ports for the fecuring 
of Ships, yet are thefe very rare, ana 
for the moft part not very neceflary for 
Navigators to come near them. With 
fuch an Infinite Wifdom are all things 
contrivM for the peculiar Ends and De- 
signs to which they ferve ! * 
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[OT long after this we efpyM the ?m 4 
Coaft oijfrka, a Degree North- Africa * 
" the River Congo, and coming 
near the Shoar were becalm'd and dri- 
ven backward in one Night's time five 
Leagues towards the North. But that 
Misfortune was drown'd by the Plea- 
fare we received in the refrefhment of 
abundance of Rain which fell that 
Night, a Drop of which we had not 
feen for at leaft two Months before. 
The richeft Wine could not pleaie" our scorch* 4 
Palates with half that Delight, as this JJJJ m 
Bleffing which delcended from Heaven 
in Showers upon us. For being all 
this while under the hot Influence of 
the Sun-Beams confin'd to the Torrid 
Region* the Ptovifions, being felt Beef, 

and 
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and the Water in the Cask fb unla- 
voury and corrupt, that to quench our 
Thirft we muft ftifle our fmelling, and 
fhwt our Noftrils tyhen we open'd oyr 
Mouths ; and of this poor ftinking Li- 
quor, in all this Feverifh Weather, the 
Allowance being only a Quart a Day, 
this made a Glais of this frefh Liquor 
drink tfiolt pleafant, and cheer'd our 
Heard, as if they hatl been refrefhM 
with the nobleft Wine. For impatient 
of letting it fail into the Tubs, which 
were placed upon the Decks on pur- 
pose to receive the falling Water, no 
Wine was more greedily catcht at by 
the Vulgar out ot publick Conduits on 
a folemn Day, than the Rain was by 
the Sailers in their Bowls and Hats. 
Such a Relifh does a ftarved Appetite 
find even in courfe Fare ! To fuch In T 
conveniences are Men fometimes dri- 
ven by tedious Voyages ! 
The pka. Stretching along this Shoar, a Strand 
fantsboar. extended in the Semicircle of more 
than twenty Leagues, prefented us with 
a moft delightful Profpeft, which re- 
ceived in its Bofom Neptune's rowling 
Waves upon an even and plain Surface. 
Above this extended Plain were feveral 

gently 
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gently rifing Hills, qlpathed with Grafs jM'J: 
and variety ofTrefe,, all in their Sufti- [tcfLc!. 
mcr livery. This unexpeftec} Verdure 
of the Fields tempted us to fancy our 
fel ves rather in Europe again, than upon 
the Confines of fcorcht Jfrick. Such 
was the Beauty of the pleafdnt Fields* 
and fruitful Valleys, the Gayety of the 
Woods, and diverfity of Inclofures, cut 
out by Nature, rather than cultivated 
by Art, that it would almoft foil the 
Pencil of a Painter to outdo the Origi- 
nal, but furely it would afford him 
Ground for an admirable Landskip. 
The Fertility of* thi? populous Climate, 
which lies within the Torrid Zone, has 
quite confuted the Opinion of blind An- 
tiquity, which could not difcern the 
Life of either Man, or Vegitable there. 
I could not behold any great Plenty of 
Corn or Grain ; but this proceeded ra- 
ther from the Native Lazinefs, than 
from the Penury of the Soil, whole Na- 
tive Turf feemM well prepared for Fer- 
tility and Produ&ion ; but it abounds 
with ftore of Fruits, particularly Coco- 
Nuts, and the moft fragrant Pine-Ap- 
ple, which carries the Precedence from 
all the reft, whole Excellencies are cen- 
tered 
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ter'd there, and exert themlelves in 
its incomparable Tafte and Smell. A- 
bundance of well-grown Deer are ran- 
ging in the Fields andPaftures, whqfc 
Fatnefs is very ant to make them aj- 
maft a Prey to a nimble Footman,with« 
out the Amftance of any Hound. But 
Horfes and black Cattle are not ma- 
ny- 

We were not yet come to an Anchor* 
which continued the fcarcity of ourWaj- 
ter,notwithftan4ing the former Aiower; 
and made us prize it almoft equal wkli 
our Wine, with which we were well 
ftockt from the fruitful Ifland of Madei- 
ra \ but on a fudden we were more 
concerned and affrighted at the fight we 
had of that Element, than we were re- 
A spaa at frelh'd by it. For we efpy'd very near 
** us a mighty Mafs of Water drawn up 
into the Air from the Surface of the 
Ocean, in fafhion of a large round Pipe^ 
incircled with a hoary Milt, or grey 
Cloud j it role gradually, and for fome 
time hover'd there, till at length it fell 
in fuch a Cataract, fuch a Torrent and 
mighty Flood, that no Ship was able to 
fuftain its fall, but would fink and 
founder .by its Weight. This Spout, 

which 
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whjcji is a kind of Aqucduft between 
l^e Clouds and the Ocean, put us in* 
great pear of its ruinous Defcent upon 
us,, had we not indufbioufly jfteerci 
frpm it, and fcept to Windward. But; 
if 4jere is no avoiding the JWcelihood 
of being driven under it,there are two 
ways preiqrio'4 for breaking its pendu- 
lous retting in the Air before a Ship! 
comes too near it. The fiuft, which is 
fejdpin. wed by any Protect,.' pre- 
vents its Danger by a kind of Charm. 
When they eipy a Spout atSea at ibme. 
qjftance from them, the Mafter of the 
Ship, or any one eUe a-hoard, kneels 
down by tbe Maft with a Knife in his 
Hand, wfocfi .fcas a W^ck Handle ;, and 
reading, in St. John the VeHe> of our Sa- 
vioursTncarnation> %t vtrbum Carof*. 
&*■*& &.h*bttMtft i in nobis + he turns 
towards the Spout, and with the In- 
chanted Knife makes a Motion m the 
Air, as if he would cut it in two, 
which, he fays, hreaks in the'middle, 
and Jets the jnclofed Water fall with a 
Noife into the Sea. Another Method n t »* ./ 
for preventing all Peril that might *"*fcw«« 
arife from this Mafs of Water fuckt up Sfmu 
from the Ocean, is to fire a Cannon or 

two. 
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two when they are near*it, which irii* 
mediately fhakes and diffolves its 
threatning Sufpenfion aloft, and this 
fbfter Thunder and Lightning fcatters 
and diffolves it from its unnatural Po- 
fition. What the Quality of this Wa- 
ter is, which is thus powerfully exha- 
led, whether frefh, tir mixt with Sa- 
line Particles, thofe that had the Fate 
to try, had fcareethe Hajfpiinefs to di£ 
cover; but fure the Phfcnomenoii is 
very ftupendous and unaccountable, 
that filch a vaft Body of Water fhouid 
by a forcible extra&ion out of the Sea 
bubble and mount upwards, like a 
final! Rivulet fpringingup into the Air* 
And indeed, the Works of the Almigh- 
ty are infcrutable, and thefe may be 
fome of his Wonders in the Deep, which 
the Royal Prophet extolled and waff 
amazed at. 

Having arrived withirt four Leagues 
of the Shoar, Eight Negroes came to-^ 
wards us in a Canoo y who flood up- 
right as they rowed, and looked for-* 
ward, contrary to our Proverbial Ob- 
fer vation. The Shaft of their Oars wai 
framed out of a long piece of Titaber, 
and a thin broad fquare board refenib- 

bling 
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Ming a wooden Trencher,ferved for the 
Blade. They had caught iri their Boat p 

a Shark, of a different fhape from the,^ * 
common Fifh of that Name, and of a shwU 
different appellation ; for on each fide M ** ki 
of his Mouth grew a large piece of 
Filhy fix Inches broad, in form of a 
Shovel, which gave it the Name of 
Shovel-mouth; and at the extremity of 
thofe parts were the Eyes placed, as 
Centinels at the Out-Guards to pre- 
Jerve the Body. With thefe came two 
of the Principal Men of the place, one 
of them appertaining to the King, the 
other a Retainer to the Mtfoucko or Ge-> 
ncral. Upon their Heads they wore 0%^. 
Gaps very Curious and CofHy, thec*psm*fr^ 
Work of the Natives, wrought with fo *■ Afrie ** 
much Ingenuity and Art of the Needle, 
that they are not only valued there > 
but admired in ail the parts whither the 
Europeans carry them. Their Expence rt t < - 
in Cloathing is otherwife (mall, as the ™ e tEiJi. 
Garb is that they put on, which only *nw 
confifts in a Clout about the middle, 
to hide their Nakednefs ; and the Furs 
of an Hare or fbmefuch Animal, which 
hangs down before them between their' 
Leggs, which they valutas therichcft 

F Ertfciii 
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Ermin or Sables. Their frizled Hair 
was tyed up in a Bunch upon the Crown 
of the Heads of fbmc of them, . others 
wore it heatly braided behind. Some 
cut their Hair in the figure of a Crofs, 
others were fhaved all bare, excepting 
a fmall Tuft above, like a Mahometan 
Lock, as each Man's Humour or Fan- 
cy led him. 
Then or- On each fide of their Temples, and 
Btmcntt. on their Fore-heads, the Skin was rait- 
ed, as if it were with the pricking of 
a Pin, in Figures of a Diamond cut ; 
which with them is not only a Badge 
of Honour and Chara&er orGreatneis, 
^ . but is efteem'd a fort of Cofmetick , to 
'"" the Face, and admired as Fucus and 
__ Black Patches are with us. : 
r r Coral Beads, Coories,or Iniiian-lhels* 
and Black Jet Beads are wore as Or- 
naments about their Necks ; and about 
their Wrifts, ten or twelve Wreaths of 
Brafs, Iron, or Copper. 
lilt** Thefe Africans are by Nature ap- 

*S* i\ P rc ^ en ^ ve °f t ^ ie ^ ea ^ Affront, t ^o' it 
4 •»< *f- p r0C eeds no farther than Ignominious 
Expreflions. Scurrility and reproach- 
ful Words are fo deteftable, that a Pe- 
nalty is ixnpofed on all foul and abufive 

Language 
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Language, according to the quality of 
the Offender, and the Perfbn abufed. 
The ScmMum Magndtum is in force a- 
tnong thefe Heathens. For fince Ur- 
banity and good Words ^re things fb 
£leafarit in themfelves; and fb eafily at- 
tainable, and a pleafant Look and Ex- 
preffion may as fbon be given, as what 
are Sowre and Offenfive^ they pity no 
Man that either lofes his Friend, or 
Fortune by courfe Behaviour and rude' 
Expreffions ; fince Courtefie and a de^ 
bonaire Air are like Letters Commen- 
datory, which a perfbn may at all times 
carry about him, to render him grate- 
ful unto others, and others acceptable 
to him. 

They Travel no where without their tht n* 
Fateifb about them, one of which look- '«/* ** 
edlike the final! end of a Stag's Horn/ ir '*- 
with a Belltied to it, about the big- 
hdi of a Man's Thumb. But each of 
them has his own made of fiich Mate- 
rials, .as the Priefts, or Mafouko think 
fit to beftow upon them. To thefe Fa- 
ieijbes they afcribe their Security from 
Peril and Mifchief, and believe them- 
felves fafe from danger, while they car- 
ry th6iri about them. They appear to' 

F <% ba 
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be to them inftead of Talismans, whofc 
Figures are fuppofed to aft upon Natu- 
ral Things, to as to drive away from 
any place, Rain, Hail, or Wild and 
Venomous Beafts f by occult and Sym- 
pathetic!* Virtues, which the Ignorant 
People .incongruoufly afcribe to Ma- 
gick, or Sorcilege ; fuch were VirgiPs 
Brazen Fly, and Golden Horleleach, 
with which he hindred Flies from en- 
tring Naples, and killed all the Horfe- 
Leaches in a Ditch : And the Figure 
of a Stork placed by Jpollonius at Con- 
pantinofle, to drive thole Birds thence, 
in the Year 1660. And that at Flo- 
rence made againft the Gout by a Car- 
melite, named, Julianus Rtftonius a 
Prato. Unlefs you will rather imagin 
that the Ignorance of thefe People in 
thefe great Secrets of Nature, and their 
too great Familiarity with the [Devil, 
may make us think their Chara&ers 
Magical and Diabolical ; whole Vir- 
tues for the moft part depend rather 
upon a tacit, or exprefs Compaft with 
the Evil Spirit. For I believe in this, 
as well as other Nations, there are 
fome who have entred into Leagues and 
Diabolical Aflbciations with Infernal 

Spirits, 
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Spirits, by whom they have been in- 
ablcd to effed things above the com- 
mon reach of Human Nature. Upon 
feveral occafions the Natives make ufc 
of thefe Inchantments or Images, but 
particularly in the prefervation of their 
Trees laden with Fruit, upon which 
while they fix one of thefe Figures, no 
Native dare approach to take it. The 
ancient Romans were much addicted to 
thefe fuperftitious Vanities, and afcrib'd 
the fafety of their City and Empire to 
the Palladium which fell down from 
Jupiter. 

A floating Ifland wafhed from the a Float. 
Shoar, failed by our Ship, extended a- '* V"* 
bout an hundred Foot in length and 
breadth, ovsrfpread with Grafs of three 
Foot height, tho' it grew fb near the 
Line. We judged it was bore down 
by the River sj/rr into the Sea; for TbiRixv? 
this River has 400 Leagues courfe, Zaire 
and is veiy rapid, by reafbn of the ma- 
ny Catara&s, or great Falls which 
it has from the Mountains. At its en- 
trance into the Eftates of Congo (upon 
which account it fbmetimes borrows 
this Name) it inlarges it felf much, em- 
braces quantity of Iflands, and at its 
F 3 Mouth 
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Mouth expatiates into Eight or Ten 

Leagues in breadth ; yet throweth its 

Water near thirty Leagues farther into 

the Sea, with fo great a violence, that 

IbttfflMx-it retains its natural Colour, (if 

*ai"\V4tcr. n0t Sweetnels) as we obferved, without 

being any more than dafht with the 

Salt Waters of the Sea. But it forceth 

its Waters along the Shoar with more 

eafe, and therefore preifeth them much 

farther,as far almoft asG*/>? Lofus, which 

is about two Degrees Southwar4 

the s Ait- fr° m t ^ ie jfyvMoftid. But the Saltnefs 

tteft of feme of the Springs on Shoar is not lefs re- 

fr tjhfirifits markable, than the frcfhnels of the 

Sta. the Ri ver in r ^ e Ocean, and carrying its 

Waters uncorrupted at that diitanee 

into the Sea ; for when in the Sea it is 

Tide of Ebb, there is a fenfible Saltnefs 

in the frefh Springs that are near it, 

but according as the Waters of the O- 

cean rife and fvyell in the Tide of 

Flood, the fweetnefs and frefhnefs of 

the Springs increafe and return again. 

The places fituate near this River, 

a»d Cow i .^ c ^ as L° an g° *n&Cabenda y are indlffe- 

miuia. rent Fertile in Grains, afford excellent 

Fruits, Wine of Palms ; breed many 

Cattle, and all things neceflary for 

•• c ' ;i • 'Life 
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Life are found here: They are well 
ftored with Elephants, in which they 
abound more than any adjacent Coun- 
tries, by which they have quantities of 
Ivory, but nothing of Gold or Sil- 
ver. Thefe Metals are of no efteem 
with them. They value all Metals thm cm 
according to their Bulk ; for a Pewter tim f* °f 
Bafbnis preferred with them to one of "**""*' 
Silver of left quantity and fize, and a 
large Brafs Ring to a (mall one of 
Gold. We offered them a Dollar for a 
Dung-httl Fowl, which they reje£bd, 
and exchanged at the fame tipie for 
half a dozen Needles. For thefe they 
thought they might have ufe for, but 
our Money was an ufeleft, dead Com- 
modity. The Money current among 
themfelves, is (mall Matts of Grais, 7 *"' Mm 
very thin, about fixteen Inches fquare ; 7™'™** 
for one of which they buy three Kjm-***** 
kies, or fmall farthing Cakes, when 
Corn is dear, and five when it is cheap. 
They ufe thefe Matts in adorning 
their Bodies, and covering their Pri- 
vate Parts. 

The Air is very hot and fulphurous, ne ^^ 
as muft beexpe&ed from a place in this *f the ciu 
Climate, but the Natives endure \x. mau * 

F 4 with 
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with eafe,are healthful and vigorous,are 
as well proportion'd, and in their fhapes 
of as exa& Symetry, as any in the 
World ; and the Inhabitants are nu- 
merous. 
H«iw»i Inftead of that Toft Wool which 
#* tbtk Cloatheth Sheep, aharfh kind of hair, 
***• not unlike that Which grows upon 
Dogs, is the ufual excreflencej the 
fupple Oily Particles are wafted and 
dried up by the intenfe Heat of the 
Weather, which gives it that rough- 
nefs and ftubborn quality. The like 
I obfcrv'd in the Sheep that are in the 
Indies.* 



MALEMBA. 
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AT Mslemba our Commander Tent ^£'£j 
to the Mtfouko, as a Prefent, a toko, 
large Cheefe with two Bottles of Bran- 
dy ; which he returnM with a Kidd, 
a fmall Calebafh of Palm Wine, a Cock, 
and a little Veffel of Lime-juice ; de- 
livered to us by thofe who brought 
them, in the Englifli Dialed, a Lan- 
guage to which many of them have in 
tome manner attainM, by the frequent 
Traffick and ftay of theEnglifti in thofe 
parts. Among thofe who were pleated 
to give us a Vifit on board, was the 
little Mafouhy or Deputy General, who 
while he diverted himfelf withus,efpy- 
ed among the Negroes, a Native of 
that Country, who was formerly fold 
from thence, and falling into the Hands % 
of our Commander, was brought thi- 
ther again to attend him in the Voy- 
age. The Deputy* General difguifed 
his knowledge of him a while, and call 
only a negligent Eye towards him, 'till 
the Negro obferving it, approached 

him 
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him with Ceremony, and gave him 

their m«. t ^ ie Re g ard . s °f tlle Country. Their mu- 
iual sal* tual Saturations were after this manner, 
mm. t h e Cafree at fbme diftance bowed his 
Head, and fell upon his Knees, and 
rifing up a little after, clapt his Hands 
together four or five times, the M* 
fouko then clapt his Hands together 
Jikewifefour or five times; upon this 
the Black addrefTed nearer him, fb that 
they mutually joined their Palms toge- 
ther firft, and then joined their own 
Hands four or five times ; this ended the 
particular Ceremony with the Mafouko, 
which was repeated by the Negro to 
every principal Man on board ; and 
then in conclufion, as a token of pub- 
lick Mirth and univerfal Joy for the 
happy meeting, they loudly clapt all 
of th9m their Hands together, and the 
Their chi- Salutation ended. The inequality of 
c^jT* t ^ ie ^ r ^ on( ^i t ^ n made them not forget 
tion. the Complement of a condefcending 
carriage to this Inferiour Slave, who 
were no way Barbarous in their Beha- 
viour, whatever they were in their O- 
pinions, but as the accefs to their 
Perfbns was very eafie, fo was their 
Humour finoothed with a complaifance, 

void 
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yoid of all fupercilious ftiffnefs and Mo- 
rofity. 

Not only the Prince, but all others neRe f te g 
of the higheii Figure and Quality are*i™» to 
fervedupon the Knee, by the Atten- ff****** 
dants that Minifter to them. This is 
the ufual manner too of fiiplicating an 
Aims, or asking any confiderable Fa- 
vour; and in this pofture one of thofe 
on board requefted a Bottle of Brandy, 
a Liquor highly efteem'd by the No- 
bleft among them. 

The more Eminent and Noted wore A t 
a fort of Nightrale of Net- work a-cto*. 
bout their Shoulders, very dole 
wrought, either White or Black, made 
of one entire piece, with a Hole in the 
middle, of that convenient fize that 
they thruft their Heads thro 7 it, when 
they put it on; but fbme of them de- 
light themfelves with an Engfijh Drefs, 
if they can purchafe it from any of our 
Nation, but then 'tis never wore but at 
great Solemnities, and on ftated Days. 
I wifh they had ufed our Language as 
innocently, as they did our Garments, 
and that they had been lefs accuftomed 
to the execrable fin of Swearing by the swearing 
Name of God, and the habitual vent- ufed amonc 
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ing of horrid Oaths. This cuftom they 
impioufly Imbibed by their Conven- 
tion with our Sailors, whole frequent 
Oaths made them believe them an E- 
legance of our Speech, and the mod 
laudable Expreflions they could ufe; 
and this deadly fin they now digeft 
with as much eafe, as the young Maid, 
whom Albertus reports, brought her 
Stomach to live upon Spiders. 
. The fecond Perfbn of Eminence who 

1ie %JS!i came t0 v ^ ]t us > h ac * a ^ ^ s Face be- 
fmearM with Red Paint, a thing 
cuftomary among the Nobler Rank ; 
as in India, this Colour is put upon their 
Cattle, efpecially their Horfes, and is 
the ufuai Paint of their Fruit Trees. 
This Epiphanius reports of the Egyptians; 
thattho' they had forgotten the Hifto- 
Yy of the Work of God, yet they rub- 
bed over their Cattle witn a Red fort 
of Keil, to lave them thatjno Evil jfhould 
befall them that Year ; ignorantly 
Counterfeiting that Blood Sprinkled 
upon the Lintels of their Doors, which 
faved the Ifraelites once in JEgypt. But 
how this Cuftom fhould be derived to 
thefe Nations from the Ifraelites and AL- 
gyptians y or whether they pra&ife it up- 
on 
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on that Superftkious account which the 
tgipitns did, to fccure them from 
Misfortune, I could not learn, I rather 
believe that they ufe it as an Orna- 
ment, b^caufe it looks lively and Gay. 

The Diet of the common People • is ne <»<&,+ 
very ordinary, and feldom reached! % e F ^* 
the Fleih of any Animal, which is not Peopk. 
prohibited them by any Law, but their 
Inability to purchafe it. Corn, and 
Herbs, and Spring Water are their com- 
mon Food. Sometimes they Feaft with 
a little Fifli, and that with a fewPin- 
dars is efteemed a fplendid Banquet. 
Thefe Pindars are fbwn under ground f 
and grow there without fprouting a- 
bove the fiirface, the Cod in which 
they are Inclofed is an Inch long, like 
that of our Peafe and Beans, and they 
are eat with Beef or Pork inftead of our 
Beans or Peafe. Some of thefe I brought 
for England, which were fbwn in the 
Bifhop of London's Garden, but whe- 
ther they will thrive in this Climate is 
yet uncertain. The Flefh which they 
eat, they never account Palatable, till 
it grows unfavory ; they expofe it up- 
on the Roofs of their Houfcs till the 
moifture is exhaufted, and it looks like 

dryed 
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dryedt Fifh ; and Ibmetimes but y it un- 
der ground, till it proves tender by be- 
zteirroi^ing tainted; They Indulge not their 
prance. Appetites with Exceffes, nor force up- 
on themfelves Difcufes iy over-loading 
of their Stomachs; but Hat according 
to the Rules of Nature, for Health, 
and not for Luxury, and live according 
to Nature's Periods, to Seventy, or 
Eighty Years of Age, Healthful and 
Sound. They are wifer than to cut 
fhort the thread of Life, by that Meat 
which fhould prolong it. 

The extent of Dominions, and Love 
Of Wealth, areas prevalent with thofe 
that are placed in the higheft Orbs of 
Fortune here, as they are with othef 
Monarchs of the Earth. A Native Am- 
bition renders thofe that are Powerful, 
as well as men of lower Stations, reft- 
left and troublefbme, and fets them up- 
m C of**' on ^ ar * n S higher and higher, infbmuch 
mr. that a hot V^ar is now on foot between 
the two Kings of Mdlembx and Cahinde^ 
commenced upon the departure of a 
Beautiful Woman from the Country of 
Ma/emba to the King of Cabinde. But 
the truer Original of this War, is the 
defire of Conqueft for the lake of Sub- 
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je&s, who as fbon as they are Captives 
are made Slaves, and in the multitude 
of them the Strength and Wealth of 
their Kingdoms confift. Armsand Am- 
munition are the undeniable Commodi-^'fr^*' 
ties* for. which they exchange; their 
Slaves, and in /the ufe of which they 
grow expert,; but Bows and Arrows 
are their own proper Inftruments of 
War, and the Weapons commonly, 
and very deiterouilyufedr Their Bow- 
firings are made of the, Rhine or out- 
fide of a Cane.. 

To preferve the Line of their Kings The SliCm 
untainted, they . make choice of the ceffm of 
King's Sifters Son, to-be! always He-'****** 
reditary in the* Sovereignty? imagin- 
ing that the Penile OfRiprihg fecures 
the Succeffion more than the Male, and 
in this ffae is under no Confinement rbe lihtrt y 
toanyfingle Peirfbn, but -is allowed her given thi 
Choice out of the whole Kingdom, to &s ecn * 
fatisfie her Defires, and gratifie her 
Fancy with whom Ihe thinks fit ; and 
thus without any Cenfure or Blemifh 
to her Cha rafter, fhe takes her liberty 
with Subjeft or Foreigner, African or 
European at her will ; imitating in this 
the Lacedemonians ', a Wife and Granje 

People, 
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Feapky who permitted their Wives, fof 
the Procreation of a generous Progeny, 
to be familiar with any Stranger, 
whofe company they hopM might Im- 
prove the Off-fpring. And thus like- 
wife upon the MdAar Coaft, the firft 
Nights lodging is allowed the Bfdmin, 
when the King Marries any perfbn ; 
and therefore the Sifter's Sons, as in A- 
friid, and not the King's, are Heirs to 
the Crown, becaufe the Blood Royal 
runs certainly in their Veins. And the 
King's Sifters are alio indulged here the 
freedom of bellowing their Virginity 
on whom they pleafe. 
Ctrcumcifi- The Natives of Malemba retain a-* 
S r ^ M mong them the ufe of Circumcifion, 
and of admitting Children into their 
Religion by that Ceremony, which 
one among them, dedicated to that Of* 
fice, performs upon them* Neither 
$re they unmindful of a due Venerati- 
on to the great Creator of all things, 
nor lb far loft to all Sacred Thoughts* 
as to negleft a conftant Homage to him, 
and a ftated Exercife of folemn Wor- 
Jyf^ftip; and in this they exceed what 
minted faChriftianity prefcribes, and for our Se- 
£ k*ft fto- yentfy appoint every Fifth Day Sacred 
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fdr Religious Duties ; on virhich Day 
they convene their People, who unani- 
moiifly affemble in a Publick Con- 
gregation. On this Day fbme Peribri 
of Years and Difcretiori, of Repute 
for Sobriety and Civil Coftverfe, en- 
tfcrtain the Youth and thofe of green- 
er Years with ftrong Diflwafives front 
the duftomary Vices of Stealth , Im- 
purity, Adultery, and Murther ; and 
with all the Rhetorick which Na- 
ture taught him, and Zeal infpires him 
with, declaims againft thofe Criminal 
Praftfices, a!nd raifes his Inve&ives 
agiirift Vice a:nid Folly, and whatever* 
is odious and prohibited among them. 
For all the hainous Vices are under 2 
Profeription with them, a$ well as us, 
2nd aire only committed by daring Pro- 
fligates. The 1 error of immediate 
Punifhment is not the only Reflxairit 
from thfefe Cotrrmiflions^ but the (age 
Admonifher affrights their Confeien- 
Ces with a future miserable ftate^ in ^V 
the dreadful Society of Beninibe^ that 
is, the Devil, if they obftinately per* 
fift in Wickednefs ; and encourages 
them with the Promife of being here- 
after happy with %gwmampowg0 9 whioU 
Q fignifies 
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fignifies God, if they carefully advert 
tub No- t0 > an( * pra£bife his Inftru&ions. Thefe 
tionof God, Ignorant Heathens have not yet loft the 
jJi/ 4 }^ Notices of the Soul's Immortality, and 
mruii£ thelmpreflions of future Rewards and 
Punifhments are frefh and undefaced 
among them. I enquired of them 
what their Sentiments and Notions 
were of their Zjmmampoango f They 
told me that he inhabited above. Then 
I further asked, whether they meant 
by that, the glorious Lights above, the 
Sun, the Moon, or the Heavens ? 
They anfwered, No, but he who had 
Dominion over them, who made them 
by his Power, and this vifible World 
we ftand upon. 
ThtV*nt$ They generally affirm'd that Benim- 

C fmiVtb^ eis fr<^ uentl y in l he Fields coverM 
peopiL with Mifts and thick Darknefs, where 
he fbmetimes exercifes his Infernal Au- 
thority over infamous and lewd Per- 
fbns, in the milder Chaftifements of 
fbrne, and feverer Treatment, even as 
far as the lofs of Life, of others. There- 
fore they are terrified from walking 
abroad in dark and gloomy Weather, 
becaufe they expeft nothing but Hor- 
ror and Mifery from that Spirit of 

Darknefs. 
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Darknefs. This Infernal Spirit in all 
his wild Infiilts and Frolicks over them, 
is careful to preferve his Appearance as 
dark as the place he chufes to revel in, 
fcarce affumes any lafting Form, and 
is known by nothing fb much as the 
plentiful effe&s of his Stripes and feve- 
rer Strokes upon their Bodies. He con- 
ceals the Deformity which he ufually 
makes of his Figure, whilft he exer- 
cifes the. Malignity of his Temper. 
Some die of the Bruifes they have re- 
ceived from him, and others have been 
confin'd to their Beds, as thev affured 
me feveral times, and therefore they 
avoid the Fields in rainy dull Weather, 
that they may efcape the force of his 
Malice, whoisafhamed to appear a- 
broad by Light, but chufes thefe me- 
lancholy Seafbns for inflicting his Ven- 
geance, to which he feems to have moft 
right, as he is a Spirit of Darknefs. 

Walking along the Shoar, we were A K 'i™ 
arretted by a very deplorable Spe&ade, ? mmmvv 
a lufty Negro ftretched Dead upon the foerai 
Sand, who, after the manner of Im- """*"• 
paling, had a long Stake thruft up his 
Fundament, which by a fharp Panage 
through his Bowels forced its way up- 
wards towards his Head. The dread- 
G 2 , ful 
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fill fight at firft moved us to condole 
the fad Obje&,till we were informed of 
the execrable Villanies which brought 
him to this lamentable and painful 
end, and made us applaud the Juftice 
of thofe who were the Executioners of 
this Vengeance upon him. For no Se- 
verity was able to match thofe Crimes 
wherein he had been a long and skilful 
Pra&itioner; even this Deftiny, tho* 
fb horrid and fevere,willyetbe thought 
Indulgence, and an A& of Clemency. 
This Mifcreant being poflefs'd with a 
Spirit of Cruelty, and a&ua&ed by 
Malice, had fiiccefsfully contriv'd the 
Death of near twenty Perfbns about 
this place, by mixing a deadly Poylbn 
» with the Palm Wine, which he feafbn- 
ably offer'd for the refreshment of 
their parched Palates. This deadly 
Liquor was not fubjeft to any fufpicion 
of being mortal, becaufe the Juice of 
the Palm, with which it was intermix t, 
was a Liquor (b common and inoffeh- 
five, and their beft and moft pleafing 
Drink. The King therefore, upon the 
Information of this Fellow's treache- 
rous difpatching of his Subje&s by fuch 
poyfonous Draughts, immediately de- 
creed 
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creed a Punifhment, and fentene'd the 
Criminal to this torturing Death, pe- 
culiar only to fiich barbarous Villans. 
The News of which made him leek a 
Refuge among the Defarts and the moft 
inhabitable parts of the Country ; but 
the purfuit after him was fo vigorous, 
that no Thickets could fhelter or fecure 
him, the whole Country hotly purfiied 
him, and chafed him as a common Ene- 
my, till at length he fell a Vi&im to 
their juft Rage upon this Shore ; where 
his noifom Carcale, being under an In- 
terdict of being InterrM (the ordinary 
manner of burying among them) be- 
came as loathfbm and offenfive as his 
Life had been, and was left a Prey to 
the Savages of the Wildernefs, and the 
wild Bealh of the Field. The ynufual 
manner of tormenting this Malefa&or, 
by expofing his Body to the Inclemen- 
cy of the Weather, and the Beafts of 
Prey, was wifely defignM by the King 
as a Terror to luch abominable flagi- 
tious Praftices, and to retain the Peo- 
ple in their Duty, 

The Art of Poyfoning is what thefer* e Afri. 
Africans do very commonly exceed in, ca °* .^i*" 
and to which they are generally pro-' otfm "* 

G 3 penfc 
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penfe upon any occafional Quarrel or 
Abufe. They feldom difcover a gene? 
rous Refinement by an open Challenge, 
or difputing it in the Field by the Dint 
of the Sword, or the force of a Bullet ; 
their dark Complexion inclines them 
rather to vent their Anger by clande- 
iline Courfes, to deftroy by thefwift 
effe£b of Poyfbn, and mortal Infufions 
of the Juices of Herbs,in which they in- 
duftrioufly acquire a Skill, that in their 
Deiigns againtt a Man's Life, they may 
be ready and prepared to put their Re- 
yenge in Execution that way. Their 
fly and crafty Natures keep them from 
endeavouring to right themfelves at the 
hazard of a publick Vindication ; but 
that inhumane Rage and Ahimofity 
which is excited in them by a prece- 
ding.Provocation, being commonly ac- 
companied with Cowardife and fordid 
Fear,puts them upon avoiding all Dan- 
gers incident to themfelves, and con- 
triving the Ruin of thofe they hate, 
by fome covert Method, and after an 
obfcure way. Doing herein what Afu 
nius Pollio did to P Uncus, againft whom 
lie writ a Libel, but deferred to publifh 
it, till after his Death, becaufc he was 
then fecure from all fharp R eplies. 

They 
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They pra£fcife this Diabolical Art 
with as much Secrefie as Skill ; lb that 
it is neither eafily difcernM when they 
are about it, nor is it always difcover'd 
by any vifible immediate Effe&s. They 
qualihe the violent poyfbnous Qualities 
with feme mitigating Ingredients, and 
the lurking Operation will by that 
means fbmetimes not difcover it felf in 
a Month's or a Year's foace, as fbme of 
our Englifh have amrm'd. Which 
cautions the more wary Europeans, who 
traffick with thefe People, from treat- 
ing them with any Indecency or Of- 
fence, and keeps them always very 
circumfpeQ: and abftemious in eating 
and drinking with them, left fbme un- 
known Mifcarriage might expofe their 
Lives to their Hatred and Discontents. 
For they know that all Degrees of An- 
ger are leaft dangerous, when mod 
leen, and then moft pernicious when 
they lurk under a Difguife and diflem- 
bled Temper. 

This .inhuman Pra&ice is not Iefs &» *** 
cuftomarv among the Indians, who by l ^ n ^L 
this detectable Vice have been very fa- Me, w 
tal to the free Conversion oiCbri^iJ^ of J^ 
ans among them. For in India, where \ollthJu 
G 4 Punch 
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Punch of Arab is the ordinary chearful 
Entertainment , it too often happens, 
that the Black Wench, whole conftant 
Employment is the making this Belo- 
ved Mixture, will, uponaDi(guft, or 
flight Affront, contrive the Bowl fatal 
to him that abus'd her, with Safety to 
all the reft of his Companions. For ha- 
ving infusM the Poifon into the Bowl 
prepared for the Perfon that offended 
her, after prefentingit to him, (he has 
been often known, wheh the next was 
taking* it, to dafh it all upon the 
Ground, byadefigned, but pretended 
InadVertance. And it rarely fails, but 
that all that tafte it for ever quench 
their Thirft, and fcldom long furvive 
thfe mortal Draught. This is frequent- 
ly the effeft of the rudenefs of unpo- 
lifhM Sailers, who fhewing a Freedom 
peculiar to our Northern Natibns, but 
unagreeable to the Nicenefs of thofe 
Eaftern Dames, have lavifht away 
their Lives by a frank innocent Kifs, or 
railing Expreflion, and inevitably p6- 
riiht before they were aware/ 
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Within Ids than a Month after 
that We loofed from the Coaft J^g? 
of Africa, we with much Difficulty 
weathered the Ifland of St. Helena; 
which was taken formerly from the 
Dutchybelongmg to the Eaft-IndU Com- 
pany, by a Grant from the Crown of 
England fituate in about the Sixteenth 
South Parallel, and as diftant from any 
main Land, as any Ifland in the World. 
Hither we brought with us feveral Re- snmd 
fugees from the Tyranny and Perfecu- p™^, 
tions of France, who found a compe- entertained 
tent Subfiftence and Relief from the t?»*J *"* 
feounty of the Company upon this 
Ifland ; Ibme of whom were placed in 
the more eminent Stations, and ad- 
vanced to Pofts of Dignity and Truft. 
' '' ■■•■■•■■■ they 
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They were highly fenfible of the 
comfortable abode they enjoyM in this 
diftant Region, which was made their 
San&uaty in their Miferies ; and ho# 
much the Misfortunes of their Lives 
were fweetned by the Kindnefs they 
received from their new Matters. But 
could not without melancholy Refent- 
ments, and hearty Sorrow, recount the 
various Hardfhips and Difficulties they 
ftrugled with, in making their Efcapes 
from the Rage of their Natural Prince, 
by whole Commands lb many Maffa- 
cres and Butcheries were a&ed upon 
their Fellow Chriftians, and fuch fre- 
quent bloody Tragedies were lately 
vifible in France, fomented by thoie 
whofe Sanguinary Principles ventila- 
ted all thofe publick Calamities ; and 
who ftimulated their Prince by fiifpi- 
cious Chimera's of a poflible Confpira- 
cy, to punifh his Innocent Subje&s by 
Anticipation, for Crimes of which per- 
haps they never might be guilty. By 
which State-Artifices they purfii'd a 
Self-interefted Revenge, under the bar- 
barous Difguife of curing untimely 
Jealoufies, and preventing unthought 
of Infurre&ions, from which the Pro- 

teftant 
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teftant Subje&s were as free in their 
Principles, as they had evidenced 
themfelves to be in their Pra&ices; 
and hoped in God that thefe unnatural 
Mifchiefs may at length be curbed, 
thefe fevere Cruelties, which have kept 
fio ftand, be at length reftrainYl, to 
their Comfort. 

Among thole who fled to this Ifland n$ bej c bt 
from the outragious Inliilts of their ^ ^? 
Superiours, was one Captain Porter, ^** 
ftript of all but the Freedom of his 
Thoughts and the Serenity of his Mind ; 
who by the Favor of his Patrons was 
feated in the richeft part of the Ifland, 
and allowed there a Maintenance for 
Three Sons and Five Daughters which 
efcaped the Perfecution. 

The Land here is very mountainous, 
and railed to that Height above the 
Valleys, that we had a light of it at 2 5 
Leagues diftance at Sea. I queftion 
whether Tenerif will afford a more di- 
ftant Prolpe£t. 

It enjoys an Air temperate and le- The nature 
rene, to that degree, that the Sky is fel- *f the aim 
dom clouded or overcaft, which pro- m * u * 
duces a general Clearnels in the Na- 
tives. And tho it lies lb near the Mqui- 

netful. 
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noftid, and the Sun was then in the Zj- 
nith y yet was the Heat fo tempered and 
allayM by the gentle Winds that flew 
along the Land, that the Northermoft 
parts of the Ifland, efpecially after the 
Sun's Defcent , made an artificial 
Warmth very convenient, when the 
natural was withdrawn. Whereas 
both Mofcat in Arabti, and Gombroon in 
Perfia y which are at a much remoter 
Diftance from the AL^uator, are at {bme 
Seafons of the Year fo intenfely hot, 
that the Lungs being deftitute of that 
due Frigidity which is neceflary for 
Refpiration, are fuffocated by the ex- 
csflive Ferment of the Air, by which 
both Man and Beaft expire. Mr. Cook 
has often reported, that in the time of 
his abode in Perjta, a certain Perfon 
approaching his Apartment, met with 
iiich a hot Breath of Wind at the en- 
trance into his Chamber, that he ftag- 
ger'd upon the Floor, and fell down 
upon it juft expiring. 
?*< But the Inhabitants of St. Helena, 

^//[ftte are not liable t0 f uch Cafualties, the 

jnbabu Clemency of the Weather they are 

tami. U nder fubje&s them not to the moft 

common Difeafes, even tliat of the 

Small- 
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SfflalKPox, but gives them a Com- 
plexion frelh and beautiful, equal to 
that of celebrated England. The Po- 
verty of the Place may be likewife 
thought another Ingredient of its 
Health; fince Phyficians tell us, that 
moft Difeafes arife rather from Reple- 
tion than Emptinefs; from too Luxu- 
riant, than too fpare a Diet, And here 
they are not too much cloy'd with Va- 
rieties. For were the Plenty of the 
Illand equal to its Health, did the other 
Conveniencies of Life match the Plea- 
fintnefs of the Air, it might fairly in- 
vite the Wealthieft, as well as the moft 
Indigent, to inhabit it. But the Peo- 
ple are confin'd to Poverty by a fb- ?^7£ - 
lemn Reftraint they are under to thepiace. 
Traffick of all Foreign Countries, by- 
being permitted no' fingle Veffel of 
Burthen, or what's fit for Trade ; and 
are deftitute of all Cloaths, but what 
are tranfported from Europe, or brought 
by accident ; which makes the Ifland 
(tofpeak the Truth) abate much of 
the Pleafure of its Habitation, and 
much more to thofe who want Op- 
portunities of leaving it when they 
pleale. 

Yet 
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a pieafai Yet a* our Arrival it was well ftockt 
£m£ with Inhabitants of both Sexes, whofe 
ijhmdmds numerous Progeny fhew'd little of Ste- 
MM. r yj t y amon g them, how barren Ibever 
the Ifland was otherwife. This put 
me upon the Curiofity of enquiring 
from the Women, how fiich Plenty of 
them came there? The Decoy, they 
told me, was worth mjr Attendance 
to hearken to it ; and it would not 
appear ftrange to fee fiich a number 
of them there, when they difcover'd 
the Means that brought them thi- 
ther. For at their firft letting out 
from England, a Colony for this Ifland, 
the current Report that then prevailed 
! was, that all the fingle Perfbns upon 
the Ifland were either Commanders, or 
Lords Sons, of whom they might have 
Choice upon their Arrival. This made 
them eager for imbarking for the Voy- 
age, and was Charm enough to make 
them fet forward with full Sail for the 
remote Ifland, tho* the Diftance had 
been farther. No Curfe was like 2t 
contrary Wind, to cheek the fpeedy 
fight of thofe gallant Gentlemen that 
awaited their coming ; the ravifhing 
Thoughts of whofe Embraces kept 

them 
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ttem in Life and Alacrity all the way, 
and inriched their Fancies with the 
Hopes of being immediate Mtftrefles 
of great Fortunes, andrais'd fo far a- 
bove their Native Birth, that nothing 
now but Pleafiires and Refpeft fhould 
facceed in the room of their former fer- 
vile ftate. The long'd-for Ifland was 
at length efpied,and now frelh Springs 
of Love and Delight appear in every 
Eye and Countenance. The joyful 
Maids begin to ranfack all their Stores 
for an Ornamental Drefs, in which 
though they cannot much exceed, how- 
ever they fancied themfelves Trim and 
Gay ; and ftie that could not outvie the 
other in point of Attire, endeavours to 
outdo her in Nature's Ornaments, in 
Chearfulnefs and Mirth, in a Nuptial 
Look and taking Air. Thus they ftept 
on Shore, full of the Thoughts of a 
ftately Reception, and of the fight of 
thofe Gentlemen they had heard fb 
much of. When, alas ! all thefe Blan- 
difliments of Fancy, which were fb 
fweet in the Voyage, carried a Sting in 
the end of them, which imbitterM all 
their Joys. For inftead of that Hero- 
ick Addrefs which they expe&ed from 

Men 
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Men of Wealth and Honour,they were! 
faluted only in the plain Courtfhip of 
Men employed in Agrieulture, and on 
dinary Mechanick Arts. However, the 
pleafing Expe&ation they had, gave 
thetn this Advantage over the tedious' 
Paffage, that whereas the boifterous 
Waves arid impetuous Winds, the Fu- 
ry of the Sea , and the Dangers of 
Rocks and Sands, are apt to render fa 
long a Voyage very dreadful, their aie- 
ry Hopes made tnem take Courage, 
aind defie the Power of Storms, and 
gladly encounter all the Perils that at* 
tend fiich a forlorn Paffage. 

The fruitful Soil is capable of pro- 
ducing the Increafe of many Hundreds' 
for one Grain of Indian Cora injected 
in the Ground, but then it requires fe- 
veral Inches of Ground for its Growth. 

Uftflfd**^^ were lt nevei " & P ro ^fi c ^, the 
witbUr- Rats and Verrtiin fb infeft the Land, 
*"»• that all their Hopes are quite devoured 
by them before they arrive to any ma- 
turity ; which reduces them to their' 
laft Refuge, to Yams and Potatoes, the 
only ftaple Increafe for Meat and' 
Drink which the Ifland produces* 

the 



Digitized by 



Google 



He I/land af St. Helena. 7 py ^ 

. The Esfi Indm Company arc upon a ^ p*w* 
Prbje& for Planting Vines, and there- { J, gjj* . 
by rendring the I¥odu& of them fer- 
viceable, both to the refrefhment of 
die Sailers* and of the Inhabitants; 
*nd will be a vety feafbnable relief to 
tjieabjed Condition offuch as are wil- 
ling to forget their Poverty, and re- 
member their Miferies no more. The &* #<*■ 
Soil is qualified for their Expectation, $* tki . 
could they guard it from the deftru- 
&ivq Yemiiri, Which do every where 
make great wafte of all things tender 
and delicate; and is therefore made 
fitter for nourifhing Fruit Trees, whofe 
ftubborn and well fortified Bulk defies 
the onfet of thofe fmall rapacious Ani-' 
mals, and is not a proper Food for 
them. I have obferv'd among fbme of * 

thofe Trees that > bear Fruity efpecially ; 

upon ap Engli/b Apple-tree, tranfplant-* 
ed thifher from hence, at the- fame! 
time Apples that were Ripe;, others 
Green, and others in the Bloffom, For 
the gemal Heat of the Sun-Beams, tor 
which the Ifland is happily expos'd^ 
haftens the maturity of the ^ruit, by 
a conftant quick attraction of the flmi* 
nal Juyces trqm the Root to the upper 
Branches continually. H la* 
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Infteadofthe common Graft of the 
ruin Mds, thofe here are covered with 
p«m wild Mint and Purflain, and are the ordina- 
». jjj ry Food of the Beafts of the Fields 
* *" whereon they Feed delicioufly them- 
felves, and are made themfebes mor# 
Luxurious morfels to fuch as eat them. 
The whole Ifland is in this refpeft, as- 
it Were a fpacious Garden of Herbs. ■; 
The management of Affairs is in the 
Jjjjjt Hands of a Governour, a Deputy Go- 
oftbei. vernour^ and Store-houfe-keeperj all' 
#***' maintained by competent ftanding 1 
Salaries from the . Company ; befides 
the allowance of a jniblick Table, 
Ipread with plenty of Provifions, t6 
which all Commanders, and Mates of 
Ships, and Pa,ffengers of note &tt freely 
recerv'd. Thele Govern the Concerns 
of the Ifland, and are fteer'd in their 
Councils by the directions they receive 
from their Mailers in England. The 
Remits of their Confutations are-fome-i 
times called Impositions by the Natives^ 
and their Determinations are branded 
with infamous Cliara&ers of ftverity, 
efpecially when they appear left favou- 
rable to the £afe and Intereft of 
the Publick; and from which, 

if 
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if tbcrebe my Relief from the Compa- 
ny, yet .the unavoidable delays in re, 
turning a Redrefs to that diftance, puts 
fomeriraesa tedious hardihipupon the 
Adreuors. And I believe were not the 
convenience of its Situation fb very fer* 
▼iceable to the furtherance of the E*jt- 
Ixdia Voyages, particularly to the 
Ships homeward bound, the conftant 
trouble and Expence which do feem to 
baliance all the Advantages, would 
tempt the Company to quit all Claim 
and Propriety in the place, and aban- 
don it to the Powerof the firft Defign- 
er. For tho' 'tis fur mint with conveni- The ijhnd, 
ences for life, yet with no Commodi-" 9 ', ver f 
tics asyet proper for the profitable Ne-S£l 
gotiatidnsof a : Merchant. And there- infoc** 
foreastfte^Kingsof Pmagul did for-*" 7 *- 
merly inaft, that none fhould remain 
to Inhabit the Place, except fbme fick 
perfons i®r 'the reftauration of their 
Health, i that the Fleetynight be plen- 
tifully furnilht with great variety 
of Grainy of frefh Vi&tials, Fowls and 
Water j fo would the Company, I 
imagine, be; willing to remit their 
Hight to thoft Original Proprietors, 
did not they^ rather conliilt the Con- 
H 2 venience 
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venience of their Ships, than any other 
private Intercft in keeping it. 

The firft Difcoverer of this Ifland, 
was *J#** da Nova, a Yortugaefc on 
7W<«/-St. Helen's Day, being the 21/ of May, 
£$4$. 4n. 1502. whole Country-Men in a 
9 fhort time ftockt it plentifully with 
Hogs, a thriving Cattle at Laiid, and 
the moft hardy for enduring a long 
Voyage at Sea; and likewife brought 
hither Geefe, and Hens, Partridges, 
Feafants and Guiney Cocks from Eu- 
rofe ; and of late, the Increafe of Tur- 
kies lias been fo numerous, that the 
fmallnefs of their Rates will fcarce en- 
courage their Care to look after them. 
informer In the Woods grew formerly Ebony 
fruitful* an( j Cedar, and infinite ftore of Oran- 
* g es > Le* 11011 ^ Limes, and other forts 
of Fruit ; and now in the Governour's 
Garden, and fbme others of the Ifland 
are quantities of Plantins, Bonanoes, 
and other d^ightful Fruits burought 
from the Eajl. 
The nature The Soil is of a Red Colour, and in 
•ftbtSui. g )me pj aces iS friable, and refemblea 
Afhes, and in very many places lies un- 
cultivated and bare. 
And the minds of the Inhabitants are 

generally 
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generally as Uncultivated as the neg~r*« km* 
lefted Soil, their IntdUeOs as ordina-Xiti£ 
ry as their Qualities, but what is infi- 
nitely worfe, the pravity of their Man- 
ners compares them with the rankeft 
Soil, produ&ive of nothing but noxi- 
ous Herbs, nntra&able to alfthe Arts of 
Husbandry or Improvement. For tho* 
the Company have not (pared the En- 
couragement of a Minifter, by the fta- 
ted Sallary of an Annual Allowance of 
an Hundred Pounds, befides Gratuities 
from the Inhabitants ; yet are the Sa- 
cred Adminiftrations but ineffectually, 
for the moft part,ufed towards the re- 
claiming their Enormities, and reduce- 
ingthe Lives of the Inhabitants to So- 
briety and a Religious Behaviour. The A K ?*f** °f 
loofenefs of which may in a great mea- % ^ a ^ 
fiire be derived from the Poverty of 
the place, which affords but (lender En- 
couragements to live there. And where 
there are no Rewards for Piety, but 
prefent inward Tranquility, and the 
lively Hopes of a Happy Futurity, 
where nothing is vifibly attainable but 
barely Peace of Conference, attended 
with the expe&ation of a better State 
hereafter ; thefe to a Man, the depen- 
H 3 dance 
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dance of whole Life is upon his daily 
Pains, and who is continually follicited 
with anxious Thoughts for his fecular 
Concerns, appear" too thin and airy 
Diet to his grofs Mind, which is un- 
accuftom'd and unprepared, and not at 
leilure to relifh it. For fenfible AI7 
luremepts do fboneft gain upon Vul- 
gar Spirits, and Temporal Motives dQ 
moft eafily ftrike the Fancy of left Sph 
ritual and refinM Minds, therefore ha$ 
the Wifdom of Providence defignedly 
annext the Promife of many Worldly 
Felicities to our Duty, and made our 
prefent Enjoyments a powerful Bait to 
entice us to the fecurityofthe Future, 
And for this caufe Modefty and Tem- 
perance are as much Strangers here, as 
Wealth and Honour. 

While we Anchored here, there 
A.j,«—# came * nt0 Harbour, a Ship Laden 

An Account • t vt r -»* 1 r % 

ef three with Negroes from MddagajMr, be- 
Pram, longing to New Tork : who acquainted 
us with three Pirates which fhe left 
Rendezvouzing in St. Juguftirfs Bay, 
a Port belonging to that Iflapd. Two 
of the Ships were Englifb y and the o- 
ther Dutch, and were all richly Laden 
with ftore of Silks, which they had ta* 

keii 
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ken in the Red Sea, from the Jfim 
Merchants that traded from Mecha to 
Suratt, and other Coafts of Indofian. 
Their Rigging was much worn and 
Weather-beaten, and for want of a 
Newfuit of Sails, they were forced to 
(employ double Silk inftead of Canvas, 
andproffer'd that Exchange to this 
Commander. They had fpent fo much 
time in the Naval furprizes of the 
Moors, and loading themfelves with 
the Rich Booties which were eafily ta- 
ken in the Red Sea, that their Ships be- 
came almoft ufelefs and unfit for Na- 
vigation, which brought them thither 
for Recruits. They were Prodigal in 
the Expences of their unjuft Gain, and 
quench t their Thiiit with Europe Li- 
quor at ,any rate this Commander 
would put upon it ; and were fb frank 
both in diftributing their Goods, and 
guzling down the noble Wine, as if 
they were both wearied with the pot 
feffionof their Rapine, and willing to 
ftifle all the Melancholy Refle&ions 
concerning it. 

This St. Augftuirfs Bay is the Harbour St Awgs> 
-generally frequented by the European Kits Byl 
Pirates, when the approach of the Muf- 

H 4 fount 
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founs threatens their Navigations any 
longer in the Eaflern Seas, where Fif- 
teen or Twenty E»glijb or Dutch 
will, without peril of either Ship, or 
Men, attack and board the largelt 
Moqv Ships that comjnonly Sail in thofe 
Madagaf- §^. M^agafcar is a very large Ifland, 
3ftd affords plenty of Prcivifions for the 
Ships that put in there. It is govern -d 
by feveral Kings, Independant, and 
Hoftile to one another, defignipg con- 
tinually upon each others Territories, 
being poflefTed with that reftlefs Spirit 
pf Ambition, which allows as little 
Eafe to a Man's felf, as it does lecurity 
to his Innocent Neighbour. And here 
too, as well as in Africa, where wc 
landed ; they compute their Wealth by 
the Numbers of their Slaves, and wage 
their Wars upon their accounts. The 
GMm* value of Gold is yet unknown to theni, 
™ * Mada- that Sua of the Earth, as an Ancient 
gafcar. called it, amazes them not with its 
Luftre, nor fires their Hearts with an 
ardent defire of it ; Steel and Iron are 
their darling Metals, whereby they 
perform their generous Exploits by o- 
pen Violence, and not by the treache- 
rous Perfuafions of Cold, therefore 

this 
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fhis Commander purchafcd here a Ball 
of Gold of 80 Ounces weight for a 
Trifle of no value, only it pleafed the 
Spe&ators Eyes. 

And becaufe thefe Pirates have been 
a publick Scandal, as well as Damage 
to our Nation, and both the Englijby 
French and Dutch at Suratt } have liif- 
fer'd in their Fofltunqg as well as Re- 
putation from the Moors by the Vio- 
lence and Rapine of thefe Men ; there- 
fore I might here infert a Relation of 
their Sufferings, did it not fall in more 
properly with the fuccceding Account 
of the Englifh Fa&ory at Suratt, and 
of the hardfhips the Englifh underwent 
there. 

Within three Weeks after we looted ^^J^ 
from St. Helena, we reached Cape bone on donb- 
Efperanfe, in the doubling of which it % th * 
blew fo violent a Fret of Wind, and opc# 
the high-wrought Seas were fb tem- 
peftuous, that unlets that extraordinary 
Providence which fets Bounds to its 
proud Waves, had not like wife re- 
ftrain'd their outragious Swellings, wc 
had all perifht in the mercilefs Surges. 
The Commander who was a ftout and 
expert Mariner, and who had paft nine 

times 
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times to the ?*diis, confeft aieverity is 
this Tempeft beyond whatever he was 
ingag'd in before. The Fiery Mete- 
ors which arife from the impetuous 
clafhing of the Elements, fixt them- 
felves upon our Mails and Shrouds, 
and with ominous appearance fliew'4 
us the eminence of our Danger ; an# 
though they gave us Light, 'twas le$ 
defirable than thethickeft Darknefjs; 
and the Thunder and Lightning which 
were very frightful and amazing, ad- 
ded yet a deeper Accent to the com- 
mon QiUmity. But what was mo# 
lamentable, the immediate Hazard of 
their lives made little Impreflion up- 
on the Sailers, nor did the apparent 
Apprehenfions of Death, and of ano- 
ther World, make them either bewail 
their unhappy Fate, or fiimmon them 
to a review of their paft Actions ; but 
as if they feemed to vie with the Noite 
of the Waves, the more boifterops 
they grew, the lowder were their Oaths 
and Execrations. Till the miraculous 
Divine Goodnels, uncalPd upon, and 
thus provok'd, freed them by a won- 
derful Deliverance from the imminent 

Danger. 

We 
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We were juft recovered from the * ***** 
Thoughts of this, when there arofe^JJ^J 
another as inevitable a Danger, by 
which we had fuffetfd an inavoidable 
liifjrnal Fate, had' it efcapM our Notice 
a little longer. For (ailing between 
the Main of Africa and St. Lawrence, 
we were carried Unexpe&edly by a 
Current nearer this Coaft, than con- 
lifted either with our Defigns or Safe- 
ty, and had thereby been driven di- 
rectly upon a Shelf of Rocks that lay 
off from the Sboar, had not the watch- 
fill Sailers upon the Decks efpied Break- 
ers, and all amazed cried out at the im- 
mediate Hazard of our Lives that we 
all were in. It was about Four in the 
Morning, and the faint Glimmerings 
of the Moon fhed an imperfeft Light, 
juft enough to give us a fight of our 
Danger, and of avoiding it before we 
were upon it. We loft no time in 
turning about our Ship, and fleering 
off fome other way, and within a few 
days gainM the fight of that Land we 
ldok'd for, the Ifland of Johanna: 
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THE 

IS LAND 

OF 

JOHANNA. 

' 1 *HE Ifland of Johanna is one of 
5%R A the Four Ifles of Conors, their 
Names are Comora, Monilla, Johanna, 
and Majotta. Johanna lies near the 
Foot of St. Lawrence, between that and 
the Main Land of Africa, in about i2£ 
of South Latitude, by our Obfervati- 
ohs we made no more than 12 and 6 
Minutes* 'Tis guefled to be ftretchM 
in Length about Thirty Miles, and in 
Latitude half the number. Its Ferti- 
le /mfr. lity invites all the Europe Ships tending 
fnlnefj. towards Suratt, and the Northern parts 
of India, to refrefh themfelves there. . 
Here are Plenty of Black Cattle at ve- 
py low Rates, and Goats fb well flefht, 
and of fb large a Size, that they are 

valued 
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valued one third above the otters/ A 
Bullock may be bought for two Dol- 
lars, when three are expe&ed for a 
well-fed Goat. 

The Ifland abounds with Fowls and 
Rice, with Pepper y Yams, Plantins, 
Bonanoes, Potatoes, Oranges, Lemons, 
Limes, Pine*appl£s,dv., moft of which 
fort of Fruits grow wild, and are al* 
towed any Sailer to gather Grain at his 
pleafiire. They have ftore like wife of 
Honey and Sugar-Canes ; and the Cli- 
mate and Soil are well prepar'd for o- 
ther Produ&ions, as Grapes, Tobacco, 
Cotton. The Ifland is free for any 
Native to make his Ele&ion of any 
Plantation, he likes beft, and all* the 
Fruit is common, except that of the 
•Coeonjit-Trees, in which they cha-^ 41 ? 
lenge particular Properties, and debar conmLf** 
the common Liberty of plucking them 
atPlpafure, 

. The Women are in fbme meafiireT**s>ri/f- 
fovUte, and chiefly employed in laho-^f^ 
rious toiling, and in planting the**/?. 
Ground, whilft the Men indulge their 
Eafe, and enjoy the Fruits of it. For 
the Orientals generally keep their Wo- 
men under a fevere Difcipline , <and 

bind 
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Kind diem raofe afe&lueely to the Law* 
of Obedience and Subjection, than is 
pra&is'd among thofe of Europe. They 
require an Attendance from them, and 
ttped the Preparation of the Vkfoals 
they eat from their Hands, and forbid- 
ding them the Privilege of their Com- 
pany at Table, think it lufficient for 1 
the Wife to begin her Entertainment 
when che Husband leaves off. Which 
Servility comports very ill with that 
Teriderndsand Regard, which Mar- 
riagefbould be praum'd to create in 
their joint Interests and Afiedions. 

The Native Turf here is rich, and 
the Produ&ions fo very numerous, that 
the Mand affords a mfcft pleafant and 
plentiful Habitation to the Natives, 
tie tjUni Yet have they formerly tendered it to 
tftr'd t» the Engtiflj to build upon it, to Plant, 
%. Eh ' an< * t0 accept of as a place of their 
uninterrupted Abode and fixed Refi- 
dence; where fome, I am lure, may en- 
joy m6re Eafe and Plenty than they do 
at home. 
Tbt sm. At our Landing We met with the 
2fc5- late King's Brother of the ffland, who 
vtmmtnt. after his Deceafe ads in lomie meafure 
with Royal Authority,- though theStf* 

preme 
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pfat f&fttt is really lodged in the 
Qbeeh DoWager, Upon whom the So- 
ttraigmy devolves after her Husband's 
Bfeath. He was feated Upon the 
Ground tinder the fhady Boughs of a 7 *''**'* 
latfge Tree, near a fmall Rivolet, at- Jjj^ 
tended by half a frozen of his Nobles,**™**, 
all round, him 'in that familiar humble 
Pbfturt; We 'were told of his Know- 
ledge in thp&Mifb Tbn^ue, which in- 
vited us *6 , addrels to him hi our own 
rSaleftj inJvH&ich likewife he replied 
and Entertained iis. His Equipage was 
yiery flendfei" , < and Urtfuitable to the 
Greatnefe bf'his Perfon ; for here were 
no Arms to defend bun, his. Innocence 
was his. i>nfy Ctoard, and a Tuft of 
Grafs hfc Chair of State, f he Leaves 
of the Trees were his ohly Canopy, 
and the Herbage of the' field was all 
the Carpet that was fyraclf under him. 
Wefoad a very free Accefs to his Pre- 
fence, without the uliial Formalities of 
Addrefsyor Pun&ilio's of approaching, fl« Enw- 
which prevented all need of a Mafter ^ nt 
of Cerembiiies to introduce us. And 
he was as frank and open in his Kind- 
nefs, as he Was eafie of Accefs, allow- 
ing us the lame Liberty which lie took 

himfelf, 
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' himfelf, by inviting us to fit down hear 
Kim. Now tho* the Accommodation was 
not extraordinary, 'twas recompensed 
feowever by the Favour of a Royal In- 
vitation. The Freedom he had taken 
with himfelf, and given to us, made us 
at firft amazed, not expecting to meet 
with a Perfbn of that Eminence and 
high Chara£ler, much lets with fuch 
Civilities from him; but they em- 
boldened and led us on to a little more 
Affurance, than we could have other- 
wife taken in a Prince's Prefence. We 

2h£lrJ wc ^ doubtful of finding any fit Food, 

bim. * or ready Accommodations for Strang 
gers among the Natives* and there* 
fore brought with us a little homely 
Diet of Bread and Cheefe, which we 
humbly offer'd to his Princely Conde- 
fcentions to tafte, and partake of ; For 
we found that Ceremonies were not 
much in Fafhion, by his plain and un-< 
affe&ed Appearance, by his familiar 
Admiffion of us to feat our felves near 
him upon the Ground , which we 
, thought encouragement enough for 
our offering this ordinary Refection; 

£3&(f«fjThe making Cheefe or Butter is an Art. 

i* tbu which his People have not yet attained 

fUic. JO, 
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ft>- which made the Novelty by good 
luck recommend it felf more gratefully 
to their Palates ; and both the Prince 
and his Court thought therhfelves high- 
ly regaled by that, which an Englifh 
Peafant fo little efteems of, 

While we were thus banquetting our ™ e J™ J 
fclves uport this courfe Fare, the Prince mtf4m 
was pleasM to enquire kindly of our 
Affairs at- home, and of the Welfare of 
his Brother the King of ErigUhd ? Un- fff/g** 
der whole aufpicious Government, .I'J/Eng/ 
told him, we were not only entitled to i™& 
a Blefling,* but he was vifibly fuch to 
the Nations that were round about 
him. That he was raifed up by the 
Arm of the Almighty, as a publick 
Defence of his own Territories^ and to 
put a flop to the Tyrannical Incroach- 
tnents upon the Dominions of the 
Neighbouring States ; and was careffed 
by his loving Stibje&s as their true 
Patriot, whom he prote&ed not only 
by a mild and peaceable Government 
at Home, bm by at frequent expofing 
his Royafl Perfon'to the utmoft Perils for 
their Safety abroad i fo that his Rra\te 
and Generous Mind fhunned no Dan- 
gers to prefer ve them ; as if he thought 
I k 
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it a glorious Martyrdom to die in the 
Defence of his Kingdoms. But wef 
hoped the Almighty, who had all along 
protefted his Sacred Perlbn, would fa- 
vour him with a long Life and Series 
of Years, bleft with continual Health 
and Vi&ory over all his Enemies. This 
Relation he hearkned to with Attenti* 
on and Delight, which I endeavoured 
to heighten by a grateful Prefent, very 
fuitable to the Difcourfe, which was, 
the Pi&ure of our Gracious Sovcraign 
¥±.Willi*m. He received it with a 
Smile, and a Countenance full of Sa* 
tisfa&ion, and was refblved to lay it by 
in Safety in remembrance of its great 
Original. 
The Sttis- When he had a while confider'd the 
J2f rfc Strength and Power of the Enelifh 
Prince re- Arms, and the Native Valour of our 
*«*«£ fl Puiflant Prince , he heartily wifhed 
#l,# ' *''* he had been happy in a nearer Neigh-' 
bourhpod to his Dominions, that by 
fecuring an Alliance with him , he 
might engage his Arms in crufhing a 
I* f J riWf troublelbm offen five Enemy, who had 

kit Enemy, r . ' j r " r J i_- 

tometimes made Incurftons upon his 
Ifland, and flaughter'd Ibrne few num- 
bers of his Subjects, that is y the King 

of 



thu Rela- 
tion. 
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bf ihfe adjacriit ifflattd, Meheilk. Mulstms 
Mtidts indeed cqiild not well be mow- jfcjJ! 
fed down by their Martial Weapons, 
which were neither Sword nor Spear j 
only ifahd^ftones taken up in the 
Streets, and thrown at their Enemies, 
as they -had skill to aim them, \tonj 
and fiteh like hoftile Iriftruments of 
Terror they were unacquainted with 
The King's Armory was furnifht with 
another kind of Weapon much as harm- J** ffofc 
lefs as theft, w*. Two Guns with bro-*" *"* 
ken Locks , and One Piftol , whofe 
Touch-hole was near half as large as its 
Bore. Thefe in skilful Hands might 
have done feme Execution by the force 
of t&eir barrels. 
Thebeaceable IhhoftiJe Temper 6f«f §eMtX 



fois Efface, and the quiet fiibmimon of ^T£fc 
his Subjects, who pay him a profound **«* i*e 
Veneration, makes his Happinefs equal ?•** *& 
to that of thegreateft Monarchs, and 77 '* 
infinitely fuperiour to thole, whole Fo- 
reign of Domeftick Enemies create £er-» 
petual Feuds and Tumults. Were no' 
more Arms neceffary for the Defence 
of Princes, than what he poftenes, we 
might enjoy a Golden Age again, and 
triumph more in the Bleffings: of ad 
I t Univer&l 
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Univerfal Peace, than in all the laii* 
rels and Acclamations that wait upon 
vi&orious War. And as the Refigna- 
tion of the Dominions of Charles W 
fhewed a greatnefs of Mind much fa* 
periour to all his other Conquefts, that 
fought for Quiet in a private Cell, 
which it had long in vain ftarched af- 
ter in Palaces and Camps ; fb the con- 
tented Obfcurity of this Prince raifes 
his Felicity to the rivalling that glori- 
ous Heroe in the nobler Instances of his 
Life, by affording his Mind as ample a 
Satisfa&ion in his narrow Territories, 
as that potent Prince enjoy'd either in 
his exalted or inferiour State. 
the o$fn The Queen here, as the Queen at 
fddomfcen Achen, is never expofed to the view of 
Strangers, but is kept from their Sight 
by a thin piece of Silk, when fhe con- 
defcends to fpeak. with them j and ve- 
ry rarely vouchfafes to put forth her 
Head. When fhe is Chamber-fick, or 
by urgent occaiions invited abroad, fhe 
is then kept private and unfeen by a 
Sett of Curtains hung about her. 

This prefent Prince is bleft with fe- 
verai Daughters, one of which was 
matchM to an ArabUn Mailer of a 

Junk, 



Digitized by 



Google 



The I/land of St. Johanna. 1 1 7 

Junk, and was Portioned with Five n* Fmm 
Hundred Dollars by her Father, which j£/£. 
was thought the third part of the Mo- Va* c b'er. 
ney he was computed to be worth ; to 
this was made fbme Addition of Slaves 
and Gattel to incfeafe the Dowry ; 
and in thefe the greateft part of their 
Wealth did confift, before the Europe- 
ans brought in of late the ule of Dol- 
lars among them; They maintain a 
final! Commerce from hence to Patu, 
whither they export Rice in a fort of V'Sf'i' 
Veffelscali'd Junks, which are framed JSS?'" 
all of Wood , without one Ounce of Iron 
in them. 

The firft coming hither has been ve- f'%% 
ry fatal to fuch as fleep upon the Graft flui 
Ground, and carelefly expofe their Bo- f° r Euro - 
diestothecoolno&urnal Mifts, which pcIDt ' , 
by Damps that arife from the Earth, 
and a difufe to thole moift Vapours, 
are frequently as pernicious to their 
Health, as lying abroad in the Fields 
in the Northern Climates would be. 
But thofe English who had fortunately 
made their Efcape hither after a Ship- 
wrackj were by a due Care and Regi- 
men vigorous in their Conftitutions. 
The Natives, after the lois of their 
Ship at Sea, received them all very 
I 3 kindly, 
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kindly, condoled their Misfortyflfl ?i 
apd wpplied their Exigencies, with a 
Generofify extraordinary. One of tko 
Efigltfh was honoured with a. piece of 
§ij£ from the Bounty of the Queen, 
and was oifer'd by her Directions Diet 
and lodging while he pleafed. Their 
Cordial AfFej&ion to the Eaglifir readily 
kindled their Liberality, that wa? ex.? 
preffed without Reluctance , or ;any 
fignsof a repining Humour, an(J is in? 
created into fo dear and, intimate a- 
Kindnefs, that 'tis a. common Proverb, 

4 p M «r» now among thzrn^dmnfrwpjlpglifkx 

mt Joiwn- man y all one. 

P"- Neither the French, nor other Nati : 

tbt *h- ons >> I * ie ^ t w * tn half & at Welcom from 
ujk ty<tythem which the Englijb receive;, be^r 
JJJJ^'caufe of the exaft Juilice that we map? 
tain with them in our Traffick, which 
very much lurpaffeth.the Equity of the. 
Commerce in others; and ail Men, 
even fuch as rudely treat others, de- 
fire their Society moft of all who are 
kindeft and moft juft to their Affairs, 
But above all Nations they have the 
leaft Friendfhip for the Danes : For a 
large Danifb Ship touching here at fuch 
a time, as they were fore infefted by a 
■ '■ Way 
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War with their Neighbouring Ifland A»/fc«c# 
Mohtiky was hired in their Btefence,^^ 4 * 7 
and prevailed with to take on Board Danci. 
feveral of their JMen to affift in the 
Conqueft of their Enemies ; and fbme 
hundreds of Dollars were raisM by a 
Contribution, and given as an Encou- 
ragement and Reward to the Under- 
taking. But the Danes vanquifht their 
Expeditions, inftead of conquering 
their Enemies ; and inftead of putting 
them to flight, fled themfeives with 
both their Men and Money, fb that to 
this Day they were never heard of. 
Thefe Cheats and grofs Impoftures fix 
that Infamy upon Chriftianity, which ****?" 
it rigidly difclaims, and make it lookj^,/'* 
Jike a very formidable Profeifion to the prevail* 
Native Simplicity of thefe People, mU 
whole pliable Tempers would readily 
prompt them to its Entertainment, 
were they not debarred by an Invinci- 
ble Antipathy to fiich Injurious Trant 
a&ions. 

The Buildings of their Country Vil- the Town* 
lages are flight and without Ornament, ** d *««• 
but Kf*g s Town and Queens Toxvnf* iu 
which are the Capital upon the Ifland, 
have fbme Struftures more polifhr^ and 
I 4 made 



Digitized by 



Google 



1 2o A Voyage to Suratt 

made ftrong by Stone- Walls and Tim- 
ber Roofs. v The former is the ufual 
Refidence of their Kings, where they 
keep their Court, at 25 Miles diftance 
from the Harbour. The Inhabitants 
of this place enjoy fbme peculiar Pri- 
vileges above the reft of the Native? 
of the Ifland, becairfe of their being 
feated fb near the Royal Palace, which 
defends them from thofe Injuries to 
which thofe that dwell at a Diftanc? 
are fbmetimes expofed. 
The Ki*t They are all of them induflxious in 
Arbitrary, concealing' their Wealth from the no- 
tice of their Frince, whofe Avarice and 
Injuftice caufe all their Goods and E- 
ftates to be feifcd to his own proper 
Ufe, when they die; whereby many 
times the Widow and Chiidren are re- 
duced to the loweft ftate of Mifery, 
when once the Natural Deatli of the 
Husband has made the King Heir to his 
Wealth and Fortune. Which is an 
Oppreflion very unjuftifiable even a- 
mcng the Mahometan Princes, and 
thofe Arbitrary Governoursof the Eaft; 
but could never be t>ore with any Pa- 
tience, by a People fecur'd in their fi- 
xates by the fame Laws with thofe 
; " '* ' ' ■■"" ' " which 
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which confirm that of their Prince, 
and who like us are freed from all 
Royal Violences, by a tame Refignati- 
on of our PofTeffions. 

In Queens Town, which is a Mari- 
time Village, many of their fineft 
Houfes ftand uninhabited, almoft half 
Qf them, becaufe fbme of the People 
were formerly killed in them by the 
Iflanders of Moheila, and their Blood- % e J% f " 
fted polluted the Habitation. The^t/w^ 
Death of the Maftet and Miftrefs, and^.«»- 
one or two more of the Family, does w6 ' w " ' 
the fame ; as if they miftrufted, that 
upon the Deftru£tion of the Root, the 
Natural Branches would, without a 
Tranfplantation , wither and decay. 
And the Death of any Perfbn whatfo- 
ever fb far defiles the Purity of the 
Dwelling, that it hinders the Drefling 
of any Meat there for the next Month 
or two fucceeding. 

The Coco-nut, upon which the gz-ne great 
oerality feed, fupplies them not only u J^f^ 9m 
with Meat, but Drink, and ferves in- co-Tree. '" 
ftead of a Cup to drink out of ; and, 
with the Tree upon which it grows, is 
fb varidufly ferviceable to Navigation, 
that a Ship may both be built, and 

rigg'd, 
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rigg'd, and viAuall'd, and freighted 
by tlaem. A little Rice and this Nut 
together, without any other Food, do 
generally allay the Hunger of the 
Common People. 
i*rie En. The Entertainments prepared by the 

mw. 9 Kin g» and thofe ° f the beft Note ? are 
very large and hofpitable, at which a 

whole Town will be at one time treat- 
ed, and all the Inhabitants invited as 
Guefts. At thefe Feafts the Increafe of 
the Ifland is ferv'd up in Plenty, buo 
eat with Moderation, and without 
much ftudied Nicenefs in the Prepara- 
tion ; boii'd Meat and Rice do gene- 
rally cover all their Tables- 
str<ni£ Strong Drink is not fb much their 

Vri*kfa- Averfion, as Reftraint,being kept from 
******* it by their Obedience to the Mahome- 
tan Law, contrary to their eager De- 
fires. Yet here, as in places more Ori- 
ental, they warm their Spirits by the 
1 fmoaking of Tobacco; and Beetle- 

nut and Chinam are very rarely out 
Beetle m. of their Mbuths. Beetle-nut fortifies 
the Stomach, and comforts the Brain ; 
it preferves the Teeth , and cures or 
prevents a tainted Breath* The Beetle- 
nut refemhles a Nutmeg, and is fhaved 

into 
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|oto thin pieces. Chinam is Ljmecw»«*. 
jnade of Cockle-fhells, or Lime-ftone ; 
and Pawn is the Leaf of a Tree, wherein Fan. 
the other two are wrapped up. Thefe 
they take and chaw between their 
Teet/i, till they faueeze out their Mbi-. 
flure, which is fpitupon the Ground* 
typon this two effect follow. Firft, It 
leayeth a red Tincture upon the Teeth 
afifl Lips, which is efteem'd with them 
very Ornamental ; and then it chears 
and heats their Spirits, even almoft to 
the Intoxication of fuch as are unaccu- 
ftom'd to it. Thus they commute for 
the ufe of our prohibited Wines. The 
Rheum which is hereby raifed in the 
Month* « ipit generally into a Hole in 
the Room, defignfd f& that purpofe, 
which ferves inftead sf a Pigdaa, or 
Spitting.ppt. The FJoor where the 
Prince entertain-d us was fo uneven 
and full of thefe Holes, as if the whole 
Room had been contriv/d for that pur- 
pofe. ! 

In the middle of Qgew-Tom is «na^» 
Moiqae daily frequented by the Peo- 
ple, into which we /were admitted 
With this neceflary Reaped of putting 
off our Shoes upon the Jentrance into it, 

But 
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But this was an Inftance of Civility 
rarely allowed us Infidels by the Ma- 
hometans. Near the Porch of the 
Mofque is a Draw-well for the wafh- 
ing the Hands, Face, and Feet, of all 
that enter, or come out of it. Thejr 
take Care to preferve it neat and clean, 
with Mats fpread upon the Floor for 
the Convenience of fuch Men as pray, 
for the Women are not much con- 
cern'd to frequent it. In repeating 
their private Prayers they make ufe of 
Beads, as the Romanifts do, and con> 
monly with the fame neglefl:, inter- 
mixing their Secular Conference with 
the handling of them. 
The Women The Womeh are Courted fbmetimes 
"Im"* at $$y eii or Eight Years old, and mar- 
r " mt ' ried when they come to Maturity, 
which is about Eleven or Twelve in 
thefe warmer Countreys ; at which 
time they prepare a publick Feaft for 
the fpace of Seven Days, as they do 
at their Funerals, and entertain all that 
are pleas'd to cpme. 
the c m M- The Womin contributes to the 
*?'/">*" Maintenance a£d Support Of her Hus- 
Zi band, and upoh fome Occafions caij 
leave him. Tftey are. kept feeluded 

from 
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from the Society of Strangers, and that 
freedom of gadding abroad ; which 
they fo eagerly defire, which they 
fometimes unlawfully venture upon, to 
the hazard of their Lives upon Dilco- 
very. The Orientals are all of them 
generally jealous , and very circum- 

iped about their Wives ; and feldom 
fail of punifliing their InfideUty, if it 
come to light. And particularly, the 
Laws of Tunquin are very fevere againft 
Adultereffes, who upon Conviction are* (evert 
caft to an Elephant bred up for that'^V: 
parpofe, who toffeth them in the AirSBJ^ 
with his Trunk as long as he finds any "J "- 
Life in them. And thus in Japan Adul- T&S.* 
tery is faimihed in the Women only ; 
tho' Deflowring of Virgins , Coinage 
of falfe Money, and fbme other Vices, 
are punifhed as well in their Relations, 
as in the.Perlbns of the Criminals. 

They make great Lamentations at ni B 
the Death of their friends, for whole 25 1£ 
Sepulture they have no particular pla- niri & <*ti*- 
cesfet apart, but lay them often any"* 
where in the Fields. Their Mourning 
Apparel is plain and fimple, and of in- 
confiderable Expence, made up of a 
few Leaves of Trees , tied about the 

middle, 
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middle, in faftion of a Hanging Fringe; 

Which is as ftrange in its kind, as the 

Colour is to us at T#nqur#> where the 

new King and all the Princes of the 

Biood mourn in Robes of White Sattin; 

kiftead of the Dark Colours ufed in 

Eurcfe. 

fbttimttf Seven Months after the Birth thejr 

***(»« name their Children, at which time is 

'&. eM ' z P uWick Feaft celebrated for their 

Friends. If the Child chance to die 

before that time, they are perfwaded of 

the Efficacy of their Prayers in contri- 

buting to its future Felkitv* 

ftttuvitt Their Idea's of Religion are very 

2JJL dark and fuperftitious, increatfd iri 

them by the conftant Apprehenfions of 

the Devil's frequent appearance among 

them* They give him here the Name 

of Gregory, and affirm/ that they Often 

meet him in the High- ways, and in the 

Streets, and in the Evenings especially, 

by the Water-fide* The Dread of him 

confines them to their, Houfes when it 

thunders, for then they lay Gregory is 

abroad, and no Mortal dare ftir out of 

his Dwelling. As the City of Ldnti* 

Tie bum. had a Cuftom of burning the Pope 

t'V" every Year, fo here they commonly 
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bum the Devil At an appointed time 
of die Year ail die Dirt of the Country 
thereabouts is laid in an Heap upon a 
Black Rock, lying between gueens- 
Town and the Haroour, which by the 
Neighbourhood is put into a Flame till 
all be confumed* But the malicious ^ ;**?*«- 
Spirit returns this Affront in a vcrykrjMoj 
ipightflil manner ; and for the imagi- %% e ^i 
ftary Injury done to him, infli&s a real 
and grievous Punifhment on them, by 
the private Stealth of one of their Chil* 
dren every Year, which is yearly want- 
ing upon the Ifland, againft all their Vi- 
gilance and Care , which with melan- 
choly Countenances they often con- 
firmed to us. 

Many of the Natives affe& a Famjh Ar*"**** 
liarity with this Evil Spirit, are addia>'»"*^ 
ed to the Invocation of him, by their 
Skill in Negromancy ; and have often 
recourle to him upon any Emergencies 
of Conlequence ; the obfequious Devil 
never failing of being their Oracle, 
when once the Ceremony of Invocati- 
on is over. By Advice from him they 
affur'd us of fbrne English and Trench 
Ships which would foon be in the Har- 
bour, and accordingly happened For 

the 
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the Herbert j an Englifh Merchant- mail 
belonging to the EaJMndid Company, 
was in a fhort time after our Departure 
fet upon in this Road by three or four 
French Ships, and after a vigorous Re- 
fiftance of their united Force, was un- 
fortunately blown up , when fhe wasf 
almoft ready to give them Chace. 
However we, by a careful Providence 
that prefervM us* left this Ifland before 
this Danger, and on May the 29th,' 
1690. fortunately arrived at the If land 
of Bombay, which is unqueftioftably 
one of the moft convenient Harbours in 
the Indies? 



THE 
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THE 

ISLAND 

OF 

BO MB AT. 

THIS Ifland has its Denominati- fbe tcuji. 
on from the Harbotfr, which al- on °f tht 
lows the fafeft Rideing for Ships of 2£!J& 
any in thefe parts, and was originally 
called Boon Bay, L e. in the Portagueji 
Language,* Good B^ or Harbour. By 
Vtolomy it was defcrib'cl under the 
Name of Milizigeris. Aqd before it 
fell into the Hands of the Englifb, was 
under the Dominion of Portugal, from /, ^knii 
whence ft was tranflated to the Crowns tht 
of England, upon the Marriage of the £?"** c f 
Infanta of Portugal to King Charles the 2ffJi= 
Second, An. 1662. And is now put in- rtfof'V by 
to the Poffeffion of the Eaji-InMa Com- fi&gJk 
pany, for the convenience of their t*ny. ** 
Ships and Traffick. 
Before we efpyed the Main of Indite 
K federal 
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5*tfc'A«fcveral Snakes of different fizes came 
^V/^fwimming round our Ship near the (iir- 
nearnefs *f face of the Water, by which we knew 
Land. ^ e were not f ar f rom i^and^ becaufe 

they are never feen at any great di- 
ftance from the fhore ; they were wafh- 
ed from it, I prefiime, by the violence 
of the Rains in the times of the Mufi 
founs, which I (hall afterwards defcribe. 
This was ftconded by another fign of 
our approaching the Land, viz. by 4 
jj^p multitude of Locufts, which came fly- 
man* *>• ing upon our Mafts and Yards, when 
•J "J/** we were diftant from it Thirty 
Leagues, as we found by our Com- 
putation afterwards. They were a- 
bove two Inches in length, and their 
reaching us at that diftance from the 
Shore, argued their great ftrength of 
Wing to flie to us ib very far ; by 
which they mounted aloft, after they 
had rafted themfelves a while, and 
took their Flight direQly upwards. 
While I was at Suratt, the Prefident 
and lome more of usobferv'd for feve- 
ral fucceeding Nights, an Infinite num- 
ber ofthefe Creatures Flying over our 
Heads for feveral hours together, in 
fiich numerous Armies and vaft Bodies, 

that 
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that they caft a Cloud over the Moon, 
tho' it then was at the Full. They direQ> 
ed their Courfe towards the South y but 
fome of them called by the way, and 
lighted upon a Field of Corn near the AFiel j °f 
City of Surah, and in one Nights time 2*/?*' 
devoured it all. The Poor Husband- multitude 
man ttewailed his Lofs to' the Gover- 'f^rf'* 
BOUf of the City, who was invited 
forth as a Spectator of the fiidden de- 
yaftation, that he might bt more fcn- 
fibly moved to repair the Damage, and 
relieve the Man. • 

It wasf juft the Sealbn of the Muf- 
founs when we fell upon the Coaft of 
lndia y which generally is extreme dan- 
gerous, becaufe they break out for the 1 
moft part in fuch Thunder and Rains, 
and impetuous Winds, that if the Ships 
are not laid up and in Harbour before 
that time, they incur the hazad of be-' 
iftg loft. This made our Commander Tbe ^ in , 
with himfelf an hundred Leagues from dan^db/ 
Land, tho' we were then in fight of it;'** Muf- 
becaufethat all his Care and Skill had foUDI - 
jlcarce fecur'd him from being driven by 
the Violence of the Storm upon a Lee- 
Shoar, by which he faw he muft inevi- 
tably perifh. But in 24 Hours fpacer 
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the Danger was well fpent, and the 
joy of our Safety commenced about the 
fame time that the fear of our Ship 
wrack did begin, according to the Ma- 
An pbftr. x j m anc j obfervation among Mariners, 
5r* "ma!. That a Temfefi ceafes about the fame time 
generally that it dees wife. And becaufe 
I am fallen upon this Subject, I fhall, 
before I enter any farther upon Bomb ay y 
give a brief Account of the Nature of 
thefe Mujfouns in India. 
A D ^' This is the only proper Sealbn of 
lE&m. the Year for Rain, which falls here 
* with fuch violence, and on all the 
Coafts of Malabar, that it hinders all 
Navigation, and puts a general ftop to 
all Journeys by Land : For during this 
time, all the Land Carriages ceafe, and 
all the Ships both European and Indian 
are laid up in Harbour : It continues 
in thefe parts for the fpace of three or 
m time o/four Months, from the latter end of 
May j 'till the middle of September ; but 
in June and July do fall the moft plen- 
tiful Showers, and thatfometimes with- 
r ,.. out intermiffion, for ten or fifteen days 
ie??ce. together, intercepting the appearance 
of either Sun or Star all that while. 
The whole Hemilphere then is moft 
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fiillenly Dark, and the Sky over-caft 
with the thickeft weighty Clouds, (b 
that the Earth feems rather inclofed 
within a huge Ocean of Water, than 
only a few watry Clouds, whole black 
andlowring Afpe&is lb very melan- 
choly, that it gives the faireft repre- 
fentation imaginable of the terrours of 
a fecond univerfal Deluge. Sometimes 
in Three or Four Hours time, fuch 
Showers fall from thefe full Clouds, 
that the Currents run along the 
Streets, fwelled to that height, that 
they are (care fordable on Horfe-back. 
After this Excels in July the Showers 
gradually decreafe, tlie Horizon clears 
up like the firfl: dawning of the Day, 
'till at length the Heavens are all over 
Bright, and the benighted Sun dif- 
jflays his vigour and banifli'd Rays a- 
gain. Then do the Barnnans endea-7ieBnmi. 
vour to appeafe the incenfed Ocean by V % °ff tfm 
Offerings to its inraged Waves, and in ££? £* 
great plenty throw their gilded Co- *&*[***• 
co-nuts into the Sea to pacifie its 
ftorms and Fury, and render it peace- 
able and calm. And after thefe Cere- 
monious Oblations are paft, the Ora- 
ciilous Bramins declare fafety to the 
K 3 Ships 
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Ships that will venture upon the Q- 
cean, before which not one of them 
will offer to weigh an Anchor. Thp 
Young Boys are much delighted with 
.this Cuftorp, for whatever Coco-nuts 
are thrown into the Water, thpy im- 
mediately fwim in and fetch them out. 
Rains fail The Muffouw arc the only Seafbn 
only aitbefe for watering of their Fields, their 
times. Meadows, and Arable Land. And 
for the prefervatioa of this Element, 
wherever they fow their Rice, they 
endeavour to reduce the Ground to a 
Level, that nothing of this Heavenly 
Moifture may be loft, 
The fouiefi The Sun's approach to the Natives 
wben'tbe °* ^ uro P e promifeth them the faireij 
Sunlsncar* Weather, and here thefowleft. The 
'/?• reafqn of which is his Vertical Exal- 

tation, which with great violence Ex- 
hales the Vapours pf the Earth, and 
returns them as plentifullyagain.There- 
fore both under the ALquttor and the 
Trqpckj when the Sun has been in the 
Zjmfh, I have perceiv'd the Air has 
been more temperate, and the Wea- 
ther cooler, than at ten or twelve Pe- 
grees diftance from it : And that a- 
j^nd^n^ moifture which is always 
' " power* 
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powerfully drawn up, near the ALqua* 
par \ from which the Sun is never very 
far diftant, abates that fcorching Heat 
of his Influence, which otherwife 
would be fcarce tolerable to either 
Animal or Plant, And therefore in the 
middle of May y before the Southerly 
Winds let in, which bring the Rains 
along with them, the Air at Surat **.*][* 
is fo very dry, that it licks upjv^/r^ 
the Moilrure in the Pen, before ****. 
we are able to write it out ; 
and (b intenfly Hot, efpecially about 
3 in the Afternoon, that we cannot 
well endure the {landing for any long 
time upon the Grafs, where the Sun's 
Beams have their full force. This 
caufes our fprinkling the Floors of 7 *' ^*" 
our Chambers frequently with Water, }$ff d 
to create a kind ol iFrefco in them, du- mtbWater. 
ring this Seafbn, and makes us Employ 
our Peons in Fanning of us with Mur- 
chals made of Peacocks Feathers, M* H bak. 
four or five Foot long, in the time 
of our Entertainments, and when we 
take . our Repoie. 

Now, as in other Countries, the pe- 
riods of the variety of Weather are'un- 
certain, the Fair and Foul fucceetfing 

K 4 one. 
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one another with great variety and al- 
teration ; and as mlndu they have ftated 
and fixt times without any doubtful vi- 
ciflitudes ;fb likewife even there they do 
^b eti u < f not °bferve throughout all places the 
founs dif- & me Months. For upon the Eaft fide 
firm in of Cape Comorin, on the Coaft of Co- 
^^"-romondel, from Afril to September the 
Weather is Fair> and in the other 
Months is the winter-like Weather; 
whereas on the Coaft of Malabar, which 
lies to the Weft, the pair Weather be- 
gins in September and ends in May. So 
that in pafling over-land from one 
Coaft to the other, the Travellers, who 
are unacquainted with it, are at a 
ftand to find two different Sealbns of 
Winter and Summer in 20 or jo 
Leagues diftance. The Rains like- 
fte Muf-Wife come from different Quarters in 
founs grift thefe different Regions ; fbme from 
%7 f ™\ti& South, Tome from die Weft, and 
ut4. fbme from the Eaft. And at the Md* 
dive Iflands, which are reckoned 12 
Thoufand, the Rains follciw the 
Courfe of the Waters from the Weft, 
which are carried by an impetuous 
Current for fix Months together to- 
wards the Eaft, that is, from Afril to 
* September; 
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$eftember\ the other fix Months are 
Hot and Calm, with the Winds fet- 
led from the Eafi. 
The MufjouMzxs rude and Boifte- JJj^JJ 1 ^ 

raus in their departure, as well as zttbetok. 
their coming in, which two Seafbns are foum. 
call'd the Elephant in IndU y and juft 
before their breaking up, take their 
farewell for the moft part in very rug r 
gid huffing weather. As if they were 
iconftrairfd to force their Entrance, and 
Combat the fair Seafbns, before they 
could make way for their admittance , 
and were likewife refolvM to try their 
utrnoft effort, (boner than tamely re* 
fign their Empire, and auit the Coatf . 
For Nature muft needs oe under great 
Conflifb and dilbrder, by fuch a fud* 
dain Change from an uninterrupted 
3u n-flrine to fuch conftant Rains. 

When once the Muffouns are paft, iwlfo 
the other Months are under the fe-ft^^ d,, 
reneft influence of the Heavens, with- Mmtbh 9 
out orfe Fertile Cldud for feveral fuc- 
ceeding Months vifible iff the whole 
Firmament, but the chearful Sun, 
from fix to fix, is never veilM with 
gloomy Metedfs, or Eclipfed with 
dark and Melancholy Exhalations 
l -- *"' from 
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from the Earth : But all the Aniinal 
Generations bask themfelves in his 
warm Rays, without &ny fear of 
Rain, or Tempefts, or chilly nipping 
Weather. And now the Vegetable 
Race below, Trees and Corn, Flow- 
ers and Herbs grace the World with 
infinite variety of delightful Forms, 
and pleafant Colours, beiflg re- 
frcfh'd by Nature's Seminal Juice, 
the plentiful Showers that descended 
in the time of the Muffouns : Where- 
in feveral Trees, by quenching their 
Thirfi wifh fuch a large Draught 

GremTnes^ t * lat ^ ca ^ n > maintain a flourifhing 

^7fe3V^rVerdvire all the Year round. 4nd 

rum*, -wrfwhat is more remarkable, fbme of 

£! m '^o& Trees will yield, each Night a 

Quart of Tary or Toddy, tho it be at eight 

Months diftance' from the falling of 

the Rains \ the greedy Soil imbibed 

at that time fiich a quantity of this 

pure Liquor when it fell upon the 

Earth. This gives India the lovely 

Afpeft of fhofe Blefled Seats, which 

are fweetly defcribed by the Poet, 

Pffas neque concutiunt venti, neque qu- 
biU nimbis > 

Jjper- 
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mt y neque nix afti concrete Pru- 



Cana cadens violat, femperque iypubilus 

JEther 
Qontegit, & late dijfufo lumine rideh 

3ut at Bombay, September and Otfober, Scptemm 
thofe two Months which immediately bcr «£ 
follow the Rains ,' are very pernicious * ^, 
to the Health of the Europeans ; mSSW 
which two Moons more of them die, Bombay, 
than generally in all the Year befides. 
For the excefs of earthy Vapours after 
the Rains ferment the Air, and raife 
therein fiich a fultry Heat, that fcarce 
any is able to withstand that Feverilh 
Effect it has upon their Spirits, nor re- 
cover themfelves from thpfe Fevers and 
Fluxes into which it calls them. And 
this the Indians remark concerning the 
exceflive Heats at this time, that.they Atoq^ 
fay, 'Tis September'* Sun which cauffth vaf *on of 
the black Lift upon the AntilopeV Back. Jjj lQdi ' 

Thus I leave this Defcription of the / " : 
Seafbrj and Nature of the Muffouns, and 
return to Bomb#, which is only a fmall 
Ifland, fituatl in about Nineteen De- 
grees of North Latitude-, not eminent 
for" any thing fb much as its Fort and 
Harbour. V 

They 
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f knty of They have here abundance of Coco- 
tot mTrf nuts > w ^ c h b^g *° me Advantage to 
Cattle, the Owners, but very little either of 
Corn or Cattle, but what is imported 
from the adjacent Country ; and theft 
not in great Plenty, nor of very good 
Growth. A Sheep or two from Suratt 
is an acceptable Prefent to the beft Man 
upon the Ifland. And the. Unhealth- 
fulnefs of the Water bears a juft Pro- 
portion to the Scarcity and Meannefs of 
the Diet, and both of them together 
^ Mnm with a bad Air, make a fudden end of 
beditbfiti many a poor Sailer and Souldier, who 
Air * pay their Lfoes for hopes of a Liveli- 
hood, Indeed, whether it be that the 
Air ftagnates, for the Land towards the 
Fort lies very low, or the ftinking of 
the Fifh whicn was tried to be applied 
to the Roots of the Trees, inftead of 
Dung ; or whatever other Caufe it is 
which renders it lb very unhealthfol, 
'tis certainly a mortal Enemy to the 
Lives of the Europeans. And as the 
Ancients gave the Epithet of Fortunate 
to fbme iflands in the Weft, becaufe eff 
their Delightfulnefs and Health ; ib 
the Modern may, in oppofition to 
them, denominate this the Vnfortumtt 

one 
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one in theEaft, becaufeof the Antipa- 
thy it bears to tfaofe two Qualities. 

We arrived here (as I hinted before) Ab<m j 5 
at the beginning of the Rains, and bu- fj^JL 
ried of the Twenty Four Paffengers^yidS 
which we brought with us, above 4 nmthn 
Twenty, before they were ended ; and 
of our own Ship's Company above 
Fifteen: And had we ftay'd till the 
end of the next Month, O&wer, the reft 
would have undergone a very hazar- 
dous Fate, which by a kind Providence 
ordering our Ship for Suratfs River- 
mouth, was comfortably avoided. A 
fortunate Efcape indeed 1 becaufe nei- 
ther the Commander, nor my lelf, were 
in any Hopes of furviving many Days : 
neither Temperance, the moft Sove- 
reign Medicine, nor the fafeft Prefcrip- 
tions in the Phyfical Art, could reftore 
the Weaknefs of our languishing de- 
cayed Natures. And that which the* 
roughly confirmed to us the unhealth- 
fulnefs of the place we had lately loofed 
from, was the fiidden Defertion of our 
Difeafcs, and return of Health, before $$^< 
half the Voyage to Suratt was finifltt : gut Air. 
In the middle of which Paffage we 
manifeftly perceived in our Bodies as 

evident 
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evideMt an alteration arid change of Atf 
for the beft, as our Palates could diftin* 
guilh betwixt the Tafte of Wine, and 
that of Water; 
A*i*vita- The Deputy-Governouf , Mr. George 
imf"ih Cook, a pleafant and obliging Gentle- 
ity here, man, fbllicited me upon the account of 
my Fun&ion to refide with him tfpori 
Bombay y and incited me with all the 
Propblals of a frank and genetoiis Civi- 
lity, to wave my Voyage, and con* 
tinue with him there, becaufe they 
were then deftitute of & Minifter. And 
indeed the Deference I bore to fucfr 
kind ExpreflionS, and to the Dfaty of 
my Calling, were invincible Arguments 
for my Stay, had I not been fatisfied 
erf" the immediate infallible fad Fate I 
was under, like that of my Predecefc 
fbrs ; one of whom was interred a 
Fortnight before this time, and three or 
four more had been buried the prece- 
ding Years; Which common Fatality 
has created a Proverb among the Eng- 
An Englifbhfb there, that Tm Muffoum are the Age 
Prriett. at of a Man. This is much lamented by 
om y- the Eaft-India Company, and puts them 
upon great Expences for (upplying the 
Uland with frefh Men, in'fhe room of 
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thofe that are taken away, and provk 
ding able Surgeons, furnifh'd with 
Drugs and Chejts from Europe, to take 
care of the Infirmaries , and all that 
are fick. 

But there feldom happens any great iu p<*t 
Defeft iri the Natural World, without jJJ^' 
fbme preceding in the Moral ; and the Jufrntbe 
Springs of our Miferies and Misfor- W**& 
tune? rife higher than meerly from Se- 
cond Caufes. For I cannot without 
Horror mention to tf hat a Pitch all vi- 
cious Enormities were grown in this 
place, when the Infe&ion was moft 
Qutragious ; nor tan I but think that 
the Divine Juftice interpofed, and for- 
warded thefe fatal Infelicities, which 
are not wholy imputable to an impure 
Contagion or the Air^ or the grofs In- 
fe&ion of the Elements. Thefe were 
made ufe of as Fatal Inftruments of 
the direful Excifion, but the true Caufe 
of the Malady lay deeper. Their Prin- 
ciples of Aftion, and the ebnfequent 
evil Pra&ices of the Englifh forwarded 
their Miferies, and contributed to fill 
the Air with thofe peftilential Vapours 
that feized their Vitals, and fpeeded 
their hafty paffage to the other World. 

Luxury, 
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Luxury, Immodeffy* and a proftitute 
DiiToIution of Manners, found ftill new 
Matter to work upon. Wickednefs 
was ftill upon the Improvement, and 
grew to fiich a Perfe&ion, that no Vice 
was (b deteftable as not to be extreme- 
ly vicious ; whereby Satan obtained a 
more Defpotick Authorty in the Hearts 
of the Chriftians, than he did among 
the Gentiles in the Pageantry of 
Heathen Worfhip. And when the 
Seeds of Avarice and Prophanenels, of 
Envy and Injuftke, and a thoufand o- 
ther black Infernal Vices grew up and 
flourifh'd, and were made the Ambiti- 
on of every Individual j we need not 
then admire, if the pure Luminaries of 
Heaven ihould fet themielves againft 
their Impieties, and dart their mortal 
Poyfbns on the Earth ; if the Planets 
fhould wifely Ihed their venomous A- 
fpe£fe upon profligate Men, and there- 
by in Vengeance produce the mortal 
Fruits of Death; 
mm* The prodigious growth of Vermin* 
miVtM- and of venomous Creatures, at the time 
nmucrea. Q f t fe Mujfoutts, do abundantly like- 
SJp.** 7 wife demonftrate the malignant Cor- 
ruption of the Air, and the natural 
V Gaufe 
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Gaufe of its direful Effefte upon the £*- 
hfeans. ^For Spiders here increaf e their 
Bulk to the largenefs of a Man's 
Thumb, and Toads are not of a much 
lels iizethan a fmall Duck; whereby 
*tis eafily feen by thefe venomous Crea- 
tures, what encouragement thefe infe- 
ctious and peftilential Qualities meet 
frith in this place, and under what a; 
Cbntagious Influence all the Inhabitants 
fnuft confequently be leated; This in- 
duced a Gentleman one time in the Go* 
Nemours and my Company, and fbme 
Cither Peffbns of Note, to affirm, that 
he bfelievM it rained Frogs ; becaufe 
he efpied upon his Hat (mall Frogs, ar- 
bour the bignefs of the end of one's 
Finger, when he was at a great di- 
ftanctf fronrf any Houfe of Covering,- 
from whence they might drop. 

All Wounds and Contufiohs in the Wn*' , 
Flefh are likewife tfery rarely healed Jj* c * m 
here ; and if they are, 'tis with Diffi- 
culty and extraordinary Care ; they 
happen' generally to be very dangerous, 
and the Cure admits of more Delays' 
and Hazards in the healing, than whar 
is ufual in other parts.' But the Cor- 
ruption- of the Air has a more vifible 2 

h and* 
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and immediate Effed upon young Eng- 
infanufei-ijfb Infants, whole tender Spirits are 

bZ! iVe lef * able t0 refift its Impreflions; fo 
that not one of twenty of them live to 
any Maturity, or even beyond their 
Infant days. Were it otherwife, the 
Ifland might in time be peopled with 
the European tranlmitted thither, as 
the Weftern Iflands are, which belong 
to the Crown of England,: For the 
Company allow Marriage to their Fa- 
TheFaBwiQiOYS) and Liberty to young Women 
Jjjjlr.to pate thitherto gain Husbands, and 
#fi/om*-raife their Fortunes. But lb very few 
ryEngnjh f t j aj ^ r children live, aud of thole 
fimSh that do, lb many of them are fent for 
thcr. England , that frefh Colonies from 
thence are very neceffary forfupport* 
ing the Government and Affairs of the 
Ifland. A Modifh Garb and Mien is 
all that is expe&ed from any Women 
that pais thither, who are many times 
matched to the chief Merchants upon 
the place, and advance thereby their 
Conditions to a very happy pitch. And 
confidering what trouble attends the 
Paflage, elpecially of Women, confi- 
dering the Hazard, as well as length 
of the Voyage, with fbme other Casu- 
alties 
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alties that fbmetimes happen on Board, 
a modeft Woman may very well ex- 
pe&, without any great Stock of Ho- 
nour or Wealth , a Husband of Re-^ 
pute and Riches there; after fhe has 
run all this Danger and Trouble for 
him* And indeed the fond Indulgence r H b ^ff 
of the Husbands, as well their Wealth, i*\n?u 
is another valuable Rccompenfe to Wo- vcr v #»/; 
men for the Toil and Trouble of the 
Voyage, 

. The lfland lies in about Nineteen Tbc Mt; 
Degrees North, in which is a Fort, 
which is the Defence of it, flanked and 
Lined according to the Rules of Arty 
and fecured with many Pieces of Ordi- 
nance, which command the Harbour 
and the parts adjoining. In this one 
of the Companies Factors always re^g^; 
A fides, who is appointed Governour to w *r. 
iijfpeft and manage the Affairs of the 
lfland ; and who is vefted with an Au- 
thority in Civil as well as Military 
JMatters,' to fee that the feveral Com- 
panies of Soldiers which are here, as 
well as Faftors and Merchants, attend 
rjieir various Stations, and their refpe- 
£fcive Charge* 

t 2 The 
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The Ifland is libewife beautified 
with feveral elegant Dwellings of the 
Englijby and neat Apartments of the 
Portuguefe, to whom is permitted the 
iibtrtyof f re e Exercife of their Religion, and the 
'Miim. Liberty of erecting publick Chappels 
of Devotion ; which as yet the Englijb 
have not attain'd to, becaufe the War 
with the Mogul interrupts the finiihing 
of a ftately Strufture which was going 
on for their publick Church. For 
want of this a particular Room is fet 
pibUck. apart in the Fort for Publick Service 
Pra,er ' twice a day, at which all are en- 
2T * ioyn'd to be prefenr, and for perfor- 
mance of which, and other Sacred Of- 
fices, a Salary of an too /. annually, 
befides the convenience of Diet and 
Lodging, is allowed to the Minifter by 
the Company. 

The Gentiles too, as well as Cnn- 
ftians, are permitted the Freedom of 
their Religion, andconniv'd at in their 
Heathen Worihip. I accidentally once 
entred into one of the Gentiles Chap- 
pels, but durft not ftay for fear of di- 
fturbing the Bratm» with the Vifir. 
a fmaii The fmallnefs of it would fcarce ad- 
*«»*• m i t of above Nine or Ten to enter in- 
to 
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to it* At the rcmotcft part of it was 
placed the Pagod upon the /ground, 
which was only a FaceformM of Tin, 
with a broad flat Nofe, and Eyes lar- 
ger than a Crown Piece. On the right 
fide of this Image hung a foiall Purfe 
for the Peoples Oblations ; on the left, 
very near it, lay fbme burnt Rice, 
which the Bramin had facrificed } and 
at the entrance of the Door ftood a 
Trumpet, which founded all the while 
he was a facrificing. ♦ 

The Ifland by the War with thefrKr' 
Mogul was much Depopulated and Im- Motu/* 
poverifhed , both by deflroymg the 
Englijb Inhabitants, and waiting^ the 
Fruit of the ground, efpecially o£ the 
Coco-Trees, whole Nuts are the fta- 
pfe Income upon it. And whatever 
the Original of this unhappy War was 
in other places, or upon what other 
Grounds foever it was commenced 
hare, the Enolih had fbme tuft Cauie^, 

r • ° 1 ^ 1 • t * The Sevt* 

or murmuring and Complaint, irom r ^^^ 
die Treatment they had from the Mo- Mogul'/ 
^s Officers at&r/vtff, very "different Jf^" J 
from what they might in Reafon and^/surat^ 
Equity expe&. For at the firft fettling 
a Faaory there, it was agreed upon 
■*■ L 3 between 



Digitized by 



Google 



150 A Voyage to Striate. 

between the great A%*/ and our Pre* 
fident , to have a permiffion of freq 
Trade for Two and an half per Cent. 
for all Goods Imported or Exported ; 
which were without any Reafbn arbi- 
trarily advanced to Four per Cent, be- 
ydnd the Bounds of the firft Agree- 
ment, And upon this very occafion 
f the late Honourable Prefident Bartho- 

lomew Harris has urged to me often 
this Cafd, that he thought it no Injur 
Ulce to evade the payment of as much 
Cuftoms for the Englijb Goods, as they 
were injured in them above two and ah 
Anotber half per Ce»t. by the Mogul. But this was 
tnftduce efnot the only Severity the Englifb were, 

wit S ' m anc * ^ are treatec * Wlt ^ J but before 
vmh the Eruption of this fcft War, the very 
Plate Gold Buttons which the chief Fa- 
ctors wore upon their Cloaths, were 
demanded to be paid Cuftpm for, as 
often as they crofs'd the River of $u- 
ratt. This, to the Purler Marine par- 
ticularly, was infofferable, whole Em : 
ployment engages him frequently at 
Suafa to which he muft always pals 
the River ; inafmuch as in a fhort time 
the very Intrinfick Value of his Gold 
Buttons would be fpent in Cuftom. 
< - M •• > An4 
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And wc are all fcnfible how hard 
thefe violent Defpotick Proceedings 
bear upon Enelifl? Spirits, totally unac- 
cuftomM to wch Servility, andblefsM 
with fiich Paternal Conftitutions , as 
appoint the meaneft Subjefl: Abfolute 
Monarch of his petty Free-hold, ex- 
empt from all Impositions, but what 
are voted by the Aflembly of the whole 
Kingdom, ip its Representatives.'' > 

Thefe, with other things, made a*** *M*¥ 
Rupture; and after feme fmall Di-^Bw. 
lputes at Sea, at which the Indians are bay. 
never vigorous, the Mogul attempts the 
fending a Land-Army upon Bombay^ 
whofe Siddjf Or General having received 
Intelligence of Sir John Wyburtfs Death, 
who was Governour of Bomb*y y and 
a Man bred to War, immediately 
prepares to land his Men upon the 
Ifland, and ftorm the Fort, and totally 
rout the Englifh upon it. For now the * 

Siddy expected great Succefs in his At- 
tempts, becaufe he challenged our Ge- 
neral at that Weapon, in which he 
knew he was not skilled* Sir John sir j oho 
Child, who was bred a Merchant, and child un- 
created Baronet by the King, and ap- %J£ a Jl 
pointed General of the Englifb Forces 

L 4 in 
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in India by the Company, was,he knew, 
a General, but no Souldier j and better 
skilled at his j?en, than hp» Sword j 
and more expert at cafting an Recount, 
than in martiallipg andcqn<J^ing an 
tru wilt- Army. And accordingly, his negletk of 
$?Sf pitying the Idand till tfc&rfgr was 
ifiad, upon it^wothe Company had frequents 
Jy required it from him, and w> vain Ex-» 
preffioqs, T&tf ^ w*# br{,«g the Mogul 
fc> wj/wtf /o i&« RropoJaJs of Jfetce^vidkiow, 
the Siddy qf /& 7/wwi, if be ever turn up* 
go iV; were all inconfjiftent Frailties with, 
his ftation,whoie Province and Employ-? 
raent would have looked with a better 
Character, had he forefeen the Danger 
to which the Ifland W* s exposed, and 
timely appUed his Prevention. But, the 
Merchant was unfit for that great Poft, 
and grew unweildy with too much Ho- 
nour. The Sidty therefore in the Year 
the siddy 1 68 8. landed with an Army of Twen- 
0£ Teott ty Five ThoufandMen, to encounter 
which the General commanded only 
Twenty Five Hundred ; fo that the 
Enemy was juft Ten to One. Not- 
withstanding which Odds the EngUJh 
fhtEnt- kept them warmly in Play, and for all 
Hjh V«tm. that Difadvantage, repuls'd them with 
' " - : ' -'•' ■ : ^ • - fuch 
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foch Vigour, that for feme Months 
they were unable to approach the Fort, 
though they landed not very far from 
it. The Exglifh were bouyed up with 
3 ftroeg Opinion of their own Valour, 
ajid of the Indi&s Fufillanimity, which 
parried them on ta fuch bold Adven- 
tures, that they promifed themfelves 
Viftwy in the moft dubious Engage- 
ments ; and had they not been be- 
truy'd b,y Renegades, who difcover'd 
their Weaknels, and fmallnefs of their 
Numbers, might have hoped to have 
repelled that numerous Hoft, with 
that weak Force they had to refift 
them. But the, Enemy being taught 
the Art of mineing , and fnekering 
themfclves in their Trenches and Bas- 
ket-works, (which th£y learnt from the 
Deftrters) came at length (b near, that 
they Bombarded our Fort with maffie urte 
Stones inftead of Iron Bullets, whilftgjjjr 
our Shot from thence was fcarce able suiktl. 
r to annoy them, they were lb defended 
by the Moulds they had caft up. Our 
fort was well flanked with Baftions, 
having the Sea on one fide, and encom- 
pafled on the other with a broad and 
deep Ditch, and had mounted on all 

fides 
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fides verjr large Guns : But the Decay 
of Powder and Ammunition, which 
the conftant Firing had produced, and 
the MoguPs Army dole invefting of the 
a Peace F ort> made it advifable in our General 
conclude J. to t £ n j c on a p^^ w hich was in a 

little time concluded upon ; upon which 
the Siddy left the Ifland. 
m Gene- The General, before the Terms of 
rdTsDedtb Accommodation were agreed : upon, 
dies ; by a too deep Concern, as its 
prefumM, for differing the Siddj to in- 
vade the Ifland ; and for fear that foch 
Propofals in a Firmaun as might fiiit 
with the Honour of his Matters the 
Egft India Company, might not be 
itu skill hearkned to by the Mogul. He was a 
\ M T q 11 ^ anc * expert Merchant, and to- 
^ tally devoted to his Matters Service : 
Tho' the Fa&ors in India charge him 
with Partiality to his Relations, in ad- 
vancing them to Stations above their 
ftanding,to the Prejudice of thofe who 
were their Seniors, and better qualified 
Exeiafofd for fuch Promotions. Thq^accufe him 
acainfth fikewife«of a penurious Temper, and 
tbeFaXors i n j urloufly depriving them of the Com- 
fort of -Europe Liquors, which the 
Company's Bounty yearly beftowed, 

that 
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jthat he might the better irigratiate 
with his Mafters for lparing their Ex ? 
pences, though it were a Diminution 
both to their Credit and their Fa&ors 
Health. 

He anjafled abundance of Wealth *k 
during his ftay, which was more tlnn^jf 1 
Twenty Years in India ; the leaft Con- 
je&ure which is made of it is 1 ooopo /. 
His Lady, whom he left behind him, 
who is fantfd for Piety, Charity, and 
an agreeable Behaviour, is fince marr 
ried to Mr. George JVeldon, fit to fuc- The ex- 
ceed hiiji in his Fortune and his Bed. rrf '.*** 
He is a Gentleman well defcended, of^v/ c i* 
eafie and obliging Converfe, extreme <*on. 
temperate and circumfpeft, and man- 
ages the Affairs of the Iflsnd, wherein 
he now aspeputy-Governour prelides, 
with the univerfal Efteem and Appro- 
bation of all upon it. The Wealth 
which the General's Lady and Chil- 
dren do poffefs, deiponftratcs to what 
height of fortune the Companies Ser- 
vants f may advance, when their Dili- 
gence and Fidelity engage the Bounty 
and Countenance of their Mafters to 
(encourage them. % 
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I ftwU' remark but one thing to en- 
tertain the Reader, and conclude this 
part of ttty Difcourfe. As he whofe 
Title is mofl Chrifiitn, encouraged him 
^^f*'who is its principal Adverfary to in- 
imiytfaji vade the Rights of Chriftendom, fo did 

M # «* Senior Padre de P**uLr* y the principal 
rirEnglifh j efuke m an ad ^ aGent Ifland to foria^ 

mviXQ thtSMj to exterminate all the 
Proteftams there. To facilitate which 
pious Defign, he allowed the Siddfs 
Army all the Revenues belonging to 
himfelf to aid and (upport the Work 
that was to be carried on* But with 
this* Provifb, that when the Englifh 
were beaten off, their Pofleffions, and 
of all the Churches belonging to the 
Fortugmefty fhould be reftor'd to him, 
for his own Benefit and Uft. This P*. 
dre likewife, when the Siddj had inva- 
ded the Ifland, plentifully fupplied his 
want of Provifions, and with great Li- 
berality took Care to have them fta- 
fbnabiy convey'd to him and his Army. 
But the Siddy being beaten off, theft 
and fiich other perfidious A&ionshave 
forfeited all tlie Right of the Portaguefe 
to thofe Lands and Eftates, which the 
Favour and Civility of the Englijb al- 
lowed 
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lowed them to enjoy upon the Ifland ; 
and therefore this Padre and his Affo- 
ciates are more likely to fuffer a diffei- 
zing of what they had, than the Eng- 
lijby as tfcey defiga'd. This breeds i» 
ftiall He*t And Etoty in. the Brtaifc of 
the turbulent Jefiiites, who upon this 
have raisM ibme ftrong Commotions ; 
it has excited their Revenge, and makes 
them fometimes threaten in a paffionate 
Ragd the retaking of A th$ir Lahds by 
Force, Few Men can enjoy very 
peaceable Lives, who have any fair Pol- V" W* 
feflibns near the Convents of thefe men : ?£ fl££ 
For even in the Indies they have gained in Iwfcu 
that Attendant over the Tempers and 
Eftates of the People, that a pleafant 
Seat, attcl a fruitful Plantation, can hard- 
ly efcape ^their gaining : Which renders 
that Society a Burden infuppoitable to 
all the reft of that Religion, who are 
feated there. The Incomes of that 
Church, whereof this Padre is chie£ 
fhews in fome meafiire their growing 
Wealth ; for they are laid to amount 
to the value of a Pound of Gold a Day; 
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T HE 

ISLAND 

OF 

BLEPHANrA 

\ T three Leagues diftance from! 

r* if" l\ Bomb V * a fina11 Ifland callwl 
jLi.' Eufbutu, from the Statue of an £fc 

jMtar cut in Stone, in equal proportions 

to one of thofe Creatures in his full 

a* Ek. Growtn « Tnis Fig 111 " 6 ^ placed in the 
pbsnt ^middle of a Field, conlpkuous to any 
Harft »*« paffenger that enters upon that part 
*""*"' of the Ifland. Here likewife are the 
jufi dimenfions of an Hprfe Carved in 
Stone, to lively, with fuch a Colour 
and Carriage, and the fhape finifht 
with that Exa£fenefs, that many have 
rather Fancyed it, at a diftance, a li- 
ft* Dtfit* ving Animal, than only a bare Repre* 
,f the Ft- jfentation. Thefe Figures have been 
«""• .-. Erecled 
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Ere&ed not barely for displaying the 
Statuary's Skill, or gratifying the Cu- 
riofity of the Sight, but by their ad- 
mirable Workmanihip were more like- 
ly defignM to win upon the Admirati- 
on, and thereby gain a kind of Religi- 
ous Refpeft from fiich Heathens as 
came near them. 

But that which adds the moft Re-^^f" 
markable Character to this Ifland, is dlfcriM. 
the famM Pagode at the top of it ; fb 
tiiuch fpoke of by the Portuguefe, and 
at prefent admir'd by the prefent 
Queen Dowager, that fhc cannot think 
any one has feen this part of India, 
who comes not Freighted home with 
fomc Account of it. A Pdgode is the J^J^jf" 
Heathens Temple, or a place Dedica- p a godc* 
ted to the Worfhip of their Falfe Gods, 
and borrows its Name from the Per* 
fian Word Pout, which fignifies Idol ; 
thence Pout Gheda, a Temple of Falfe 
Gods, and from thence, Pagode. 

At the Afcent of an High Hill upon 
this Ifland Elefkanta, is therefore a ve* 
ry large Indian Pagode, cut out of the 
very Heart of a hard Rock, whofeDi- 
menfions are about an Hundred and 
Twenty Foot Square, and in Height 

about 
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abo$E Eighteen j befidtt feyeral Ou<H 
~ Rooms appertaining and adjoining to it. 
At fixtein Foot diftance front one a- 
nothir are fixteenPillaft of Stone; Cut 
out witk much ilrfrfcnd Ingenuity, 
whofe lNabi'eters> drt three Foot and 
an haif^ tlefignM fts it were for the 
Support of this weighty ^ Building, 
^ : ' whofe Roof is a lofty Broad Rdc5; 
Out of the fides of this Pagode, thus 
Beautified with thefe lovely Columns 
1 and curious Arches, are Figures of For- 
V ^ € plty or Fifty Men, each of them Twelve 
mreu " or Fifteen Foot High, in juft and ex- 
aft Symetry, according to the Dimen- 
sions of their .-VArious Statures. Of 
thefe Giganticfe Figures, fbmehadfhe 
Arms> and others three Heads, and o- 
thers of fiich vaft Monftrofity, that 
their very Fingers were larger than art 
ordinary MatfteLeg. Uponfbme of 
their Heads were Orrtamental Crowns; 
neat and Artificially wrought, whilft 
others near them held Scepters in their 
Hands, and above the Heads of othersr 
are multitude* of little People repre- 
fcnted in a pofturefof Dtevotiohf ; Ibme 
I obferv'd leaning upon Women, and 
others upoo the Head of a Caw, an 

Ammaf 
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Animal moft venerable in India. Here 
are feme taking an Amiable Charm- 
ing Lady by the Chin, and there the 
horrid Proipeft of others hewing in 
pieces lijttle Children; and generally 
above the Heads of all, are abundance 
of diminutive Folk hovering in %ht 
Air f reprefented with ehearful Afpe&s^ 
and in lively Figures* This variety 
of , pleafaftt end monftrouS Images j 
I lookt upon as no other than the fcve- 
ral Objefts of the Gentiles Worlhipy 
as each Adorer's Fancy led him to his 
feveral God, either of Teitor or De* 
lights , 

v There, is nothing of Beauty in the 
Frontifpiece of thisPagodej or of Or- Tie ku* 
namene at the Entrance into it. The *&* F «*' 
Figures of thefe Gigantick Men, to Zg^imu 
which the Heathen have paid a pro- 
found Veneration, and Reverenced as 
Heroes or Demi-Gods formerly, (for 
this Ifland is at prefent in the Poffeflion 
of "the iPotuguefe) are the reprelentation 
of thefirft Racis of Mortals, which,? 
Recording to' the. Account of their 
Chronicles, were all Gyants, but dwind- 
led by degrees into leffer proportions, 
and at length, thro' the degeqeraey of 
M Manner^ 
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Manners, which caufed an Univerfal 
decay of Humane Nature, tbey fhrunk 
into thefe fmall proportions in which 
they appear now in the World. So 
that the prefent fmallnefs of our Sta- 
ture, according to them, derives its de- 
clenfionand Decay from theExcefs of 
Vice, and the fmall remains of Vertue 
that are left. And becaufe the Form- 
ing of a Temple out of fuch hard 
Matter, required Incredible endleis 
Pains, therefore they would Infinuate 
that thefe Giants here expreffed, were 
only capable of fuch Performances, 
which feem now to exceed that ordi- 
nary ftrength we have now to go 
thro' with fuch a Work. , 
The break: About the middle of September 1690. 
i»e «? «/when the Muffoum were broken up, 
&L. Muf * we were order'd for SurM, which was 
very agreeable to all on Board. In our 
Paffage we met with a puny fort of 
Pirates called SanganUns, who find- 
ing us a Ship of Force, durft not at- 
tempt upon us. But a Fortnight be- 
Tbe Fi<6*f re this time, a fmall £##///& Ship of 
hfh% no Countenance, was encountered by 
with the two of thefe Sanganians, and Boarded 
sa. gani- b them# xhis the Englijb Matter 
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fcarce refifted, becaufe he had fitted his 
Ship for a clofe Fight, and therefore 
withdrawing his Men from the Decks, 
prepared them with fmall Fire-Arms, 
and put the Powder Chefts iii order, 
On purpofe to receive them. The Sa#- 
gMians, who fancied all their own eafie 
Purchafe, were fb Warmly entertained, 
that as loon as they entered, they were 
fepulfed, and fpeedily withdrew^ be* 
taking themfelves to the Water, to e- 
Vade the fury of the Fire on Board. 

In a little time we happily afriv'dsuly,' 
at Sudly4dr 9 and the Tide ferving, 
came to an Anchor very near the 
Shoar. Here the Europe Ships are 
permitted to ride, but no Indian Veffdf 
is allowed that freedom, they are ei- 
ther all of them to enter the River of 
Suratt y or to Anchor at the Mouth of 
k ; which is diftant from Sualj . two' 
Leagues,as&fc*# isfrom<W*w four.Hertf 
the Ships load and unload their Goods,- 
which are kept in Yards and Ware-hou^ 
fes,to be ready to be fhippM off upon oc- U 
Cafion. When the Benjamin had Un* 
loaded her Cargo here, after a long; 
Voyage at Sea, the Commander Or- 
dered her to be cleanM ; and thereupon' 
M 2 he 
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he found a multitude of large, well- 
tafted Oyfters, which grew upon the 
bottom of the Ship, with which he 
feafted his Sea-men, and all the £»g~ 
lijb at Suratt. 

Within lefs than half a Mile from the 
Sea are three Choultries, or Convenient 
Lodgings made of Timber, for the 
Englijb, French, voADutcb Factors, at 
a Bow-lhoot diftance each from other; 
and made fit for their Reception by 
variety of Apartments ; at fuch times 
as they are called down to look after 
the Ships Cargoes, or to recreate them- 
felves in the Country Air, and with 
frefh Breezes from the Sea. Here 
therefore we came on Shore, and met 
with an agreeable Reception and kind 
Entertainment from the Englijb Fa- 
dors : And the Sualy Murine being the 
firft Land we fet Foot upon be- 
longing to the Great Megul, I lhallin 
the firft place fpeak fbmething parti-, 
cularly concerning that Mighty Mo- 
narch, and then proceed to a larger 
Account of the City and Inhabitants 
of Suratt: 

, " OF 
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Great MOGUL. 

ASIA we know was the firiH* f " r <^ 
Stage of Mortals, which bothS""'* 
tor Riches and Extent, is the moft con- 
fiderable part of our Tripartite Con- 
tinent, and enjoys a temperature of 
Air, by its convenient pofition, equally 
fuperiour to both. And as it was the 
firft Original of Mankind, by a pecu- 
liar Favour from the Supreme Author 
of the World ; fb was it likewife of 
Nations and Kingdoms, of Monarchies 
and Empires, whofe Laws as well Sa- 
cred as Civil, were formed here ; and 
thole Diviner Myfteries of the Jewijb y 
as well as Chriftian Religion were firft 
explained. But what adds the great- 
eft Glory to the place, is, that the Sa- 
cred Author of our Faith here drew 
his Breath, and Reftor'd loft Man- 
kind by his Death. 

Magajlhenes Reports, that 122 fe- 
M 3 vera! 
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its Excel* veral Nations were the Old Inhabi- 
Jj^^tantsof Afia, which was fir ft Invaded 
of the by Semiramis, afterwards by Bacchus, 
iforitl. accompanied with Hercules, who taught 
them the ufe of Wine, (which now 
they have unlearnt,) of Oil, and Ar- 
chite&ure. And indeed all Humane 
Arts and Sciences, as well as Archi- 
tecture had their Rife, and were firft 
taught here, which gives it a jufl: caufe 
of Challenging a precedence to all other 
parts of the World. India, which is 
one of its Chief Kingdoms, in latter 
Days was Difcover'd by the Portu- 
guese, in the Year 1587, by doubling 
the Cape of Good Hope; and fince by 
fbt pajfage the Englifb and the Dutch, who make 
J* a greater Figure now thanthofe more 
twr'A Early Difcoverers, are pofTeffed of fbme 
cf their principal Forts and Fa&ories, 
^nd daily out-do them in carrying on 
a vigorous Beneficial Negotiation in 
all parts. 

And as the Riches and extent of 
Afia fiirpafs the other Quarters of the 
World ; fb has it raisM its Monarchs 
to a point of Grandeur equally glorious 
and Renown'd. And that fpacious Bo- 
? tadu" ty which is awed by the Indian Seep* 
') - ter, 
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ter, is reputed to to be one of the moft 
Famous and Greateft, not only of all 
Jfia, but of all this Globe of Earth 
befides. And if we confiderthe Dia- 
monds and other Stones of value, the 
Gold and other Metals, the Spices arid 
Druggs, the Silks and Cottons, and 
the vaft prodigious quantities of all 
thofe rich Commodities and precious 
Stones, with which India abounds, we 
cannot deny it that Tranfcendency 
which its Monarch pretends to, of 
being Superior to other Nations of 
the Earth, and that it yields the Palm 
to none befides. 

The Indian Emperour, commonly 
ftiled the Mogul, deduces that Title "y^ 
from the laft Conquerors of India, who whence. 
were White of Complexion ; which is 
the name of a Potent People inhabiting 
a vaft Country in the Confines of Tar- 
tar) y from whom they derive their 
Name and Delcent ; and tho' the Na- 
tive Indians are all of an Olive Taw- 
ny Colour, yet th^fe are all White 
and pair, and of the fame Belief with rheif ^ efi 
their Emperour, which is the Mahome- gm. 
tan: Becaufe Emmaupaxda, the fe- 
venth Delcendant from Tamerlane, be- 
M 4 ing 
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ing once much diftreffed by the Par- 
thian* or Tartars j was driven to fue 
for Relief from 1 his Neighbouring Po- 
tentate the Emperour of Perfia, which 
was harkerfd to upon thefe Terms, 
i hat he Ihould Cortvert to the Per fid* 
Faith, and (iibmit himfelf and Fol- 
lowers to that Religion. 
Tamer- Tamerlane (that is Lame, becaufe 
Unctbe one of llis Legs was (hotter thad the 
&%&**' other) was the fir ft of the Kings of 
gmpcrmrs !*&*> from whom his Succeflbrs boaft 
their Original. He was Born in &- 
merchahdia^ a place in Tartarj, and 
livM about the Year 1398, in the 
Reign of Richard the 2d. And that 
we may not defraud this Mighty He- 
ro of his Valour and Renown, the 
putts. Xm gl° r y °^ iS Conquefts has certainly faf 
put-done the nobleft Exploits of any of 
the Roman Cafars, and the Fortune of 
his Arms has gone beyond the Succefr 
fts of Alexander the Great. So that all 
the Regifters and Archieves of Ancient 
Heroes, and all the* Annals of Grecian 
or Roman AtchievementS, cannot fur- 
nifh us with Memoirs of this nature. 
For he extended his Conquefts froni 
Eajl to Wffi y and carried hisTrium- 
•'• , . - phant 
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phant Banners from China, to Poland, 
whereby he made aWAfia, tremble j which 
was a Vi&ory exceeding the a&ions 
of theBraveftand rhoft Fortunate Cap- 
tains of former Ages. From him Au- 
r**g m Zsh is the Eleventh, who poffe£ 
feth the Crown of India ; and well may ££?% 
this great Emperour exalt his Pedigree, mh.frm 
and value his Defcent from fo fim ? d S? w * 
arid Glorious ' an Anceftor, when 
that Wife and Powerful Nation 
of the Romans built fo much of their 
Honour and Renown upon two fuch 
Anceftors as Romulus and Remus. The 
mighty Deeds and renownM Exploits £J lab " A k 
of Schah Abbas, the Perfian Emperor, mjbtjEm. 
have likewife imprinted Eternal Cha-'" " tf 
rafters of Fame and Honour upon his Pcr * 
Name, which is now by vulgar ufe 
made the fignification of any thing 
extraordinary or Miraculous ; fo that 
when any thing furpaffing Excellent, 
or wonderful, is either done or fpoken, 
Jthe Indians prefently fay of it, Schah- 
Abbas! 

But had Aureng-Zsbe been more In- The cmtu 
duftrious in imitating the Virtues of 9 *f au* 
his Progenitors, than in raifing him- rcn ** Zcbc 
fclf to a long and proud feries of their 
' Titles, 
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-Titles, and lefs Cruel in his Bloody 
Acceffion to the Crown ; this would 
have added more Splendour to his 
Throne, than all that matchlefs Gran- 
deur with which it is adorn'd by Diar 
monds, Emeralds, Topazes and Pearls, 
and would have given a truer and more 
lafting Nobility to his Name, than to 
have gain'd it with Infamy and repea- 
ted Murther. The Roman Hiftories 
inform us, that while that People was 
Juft and Temperate, and Religious Ob- 
servers of their Laws, their Empire was 
cftabliiht in its Glory, and Succefs at- 
tended their Arms and Defigns. And 
concerning the Qhinefe Hiftory, 'tis 
affirm'd tous, that Virtue alone form- 
ed that great Empire, and that nothing 
concurrM to its Confirmation more 
than the Virtuous Lives of their Em- 
perours ; in fb much that Forty four 
Kings enamour'd with the Virtue of 
Vemjawy fiibmittdl to his Laws. But 
few of the Eaftern Kingdoms befides, 
Tbt cmh are qualified for fuch a boaft as this. 
Ea&rn' Their Emperors generally fheath their 
Emperors. Swords in the Blood of all that ftand 
Competitors for the Soveraignty, tho* 
they be the Sons of the fame Parent, 

and 
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pad obliged by a natural Tendernefs 
and Compaflion to the mutual Offices 
of Humanity and Love. For divert- 
ing themfelves of thefe Principles, and 
being whetted with an innate Ambiti- 
on for Empire and Command, and led 
by the in-bred Laws of Self-preferva- 
tion, they perfue their Claims to the 
Royal Dignity, either by open Vio- 
lence, or iecret Machinations, by pri- 
vate Treachery, or publick Hoftility ; 
hot fpariqg the Slaughter of their Bre- 
thren, or whomever elfe they find Can- 
didates, or Pretenders to the Crown. 
This is the Inhumane method purfu'd 
not only by the Ottaman^ but Indian 
Kings, from which Aureng-Zjbe did not 
decline, in his Cruel and Treacherous 
Afcent to the Throne For his Father 
Cha-Jehan he ImprifbnM, till he died : 
The Head of his Eldeft Brother, Dara- 
cha ? he commanded to be cut off; his 
fecond Brother, Sultan Sujah, he put to 
Flight, who was flain in his Retire- 
ment ; and his youngeft Brother, Mo- 
rad-Bache had the fame ill Fate with the 
Eldeft, was Beheaded too. Nor was 
this enough to fatiate his Cruelty, or 
flop his Revenge, but tho' he faved 

Rau- 
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RAuchenar*-Btgum y his Favourite Sifter 
for aflifting his Defigns ; yet the o- 
ther, Begum-faheby fell a Vi&im to his 
Fury, and was prefum'd to be taken off 

indfm ty P°^ n ? ^ or h er Fidelity to her Fa- 
Brttlw therinhisDiftrefs. Thus a Father and 
defhoy'd by four Children were facrificed to the Jea- 
2c£° g * 1( >ufie and Malice of a Victorious Bro- 
ther, who by Policy and profound Di£ 
fimulation gain'd the Crown, and pur- 
fiiing his good Fortune with Succefs, 
was feated and Eftablifhed in the 
Throne of his Fathers ; and notwith- 
ftanding all thofe execrable Villanies, 
he liv'd a long time full of Years, a 
ftanding Monument of the Divine In- 
finite Clemency and Forbearance. 
fht sue- The Crown of India is not IntaiPd 
€tfi*n of the by Primogeniture on the Sons, but is 
crown. rav ifht by Force, or carried by Craft 
of fuch as do ftand in competition for 
it, who to facilitate the accefs to it, in- 
gratiate with the Omrdhs and Gran- 
dees at Court, with the Governours 
of Provinces, and Principal Minifters 
of State, to fortify their Pretenfions,and 
fecure Parties to themfelves both in the 
Cities and the Camp, againft the 
time they begin to skirmifh for the 

Royal 
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Royal Inheritance, and try their Wit 
and Valour , for the Indian Diadem in 
the Field. And as the Japanners, in 
laying the Foundation of a Palace, rip 
up their Bowels with a Cric, or Dag- 
ger, and fb faerifice themfelves, ima- 
gining that luch voluntary Vi&ims 
are necelfary to render both the Own- 
ers of the Building and the Habitation 
Fortunate; lb is it the Misfortune of 
the Eaftern Courts, that they think not 
theThrone,to which they are advanc'd, 
fecure, or fettled, without laying the 
Foundation of their Reign in the De- 
ftrucYion of all Rivals to the Crown, 
and in the Blood of their neareft Rela- 
tives, that can pretend to the Imperial 
Dignity j and make fuch barbarous Sa- 
crifices neceflary, for repairing and fe- 
curing their own undifturb'd Tran- 
quility and Eale. 

'Till he was pofTefs*d of the ArmsAnrent 
and.Treafure of his Brother MoraA-i^'s 
Baccbe, whom he betray'd by fair Pre- "*' 
tences of Friendfhip, the kindeft Ca- 
refles and Expreflions of Endearment ; 
Aureng-Zsbe pretended himfelf devoted 
to Aufterity, and that he would rank 
himfelf among the Religious Faquirer, 

or 
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or tierviches of the Kingdom, to fpeftrf 
his days in Poverty and Abftinence, 
and a private retired Life ; by which 
new ftrain of Policy, and the Mask of 
extraordinary fanctity, he gained up. 
on the Credulity of tne People, as an 
holy undefigning Prince ; 'till by this 
pious Defign he craftily undermined 
the Oppofers of his Honour and Em* 
pire, and making uft 6f Religious In- 
trigues, and the help of the Planet Mer- 
cury, he foon became Vi&orious, and 
got Mars the Afcendant of his better 
Fortunes: And by theft pretentions to 
uncommon Holinefs, he made way for 
theperpetration of fitch execrableCW^j, 
as are not very commonly heard of. 
zfu ftate* But if we may meafiire our Opinions 
Mtxim. ^y ft iS ^ anc j t h e Maxims he has laid 

down for Empire, his proceedings 
will not appear fb very black and 
criminal, fince he has perlwaded him- 
felf that Princes are exempt from feve- 
ralof thofe Laws which bind their 
Subje&s, and that Soveraign Heads are 
not fo feverely Accountable for the Ju- 
ftice of their A&ions, as the inferiour 
rank of Men. As if the defpotiek So-> 
veraignty he exercised on Earth,* 

gave : 
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gave him a Priviledgeand Charter for 
the lame Arbitrary Proceedings with 
Heaven, and that he might in fome 
meafure a& as ablblutely with the Su- 
preme Lord of the Creation, as he does 
incontroulably with his own Subjects. 

The unnatural methods he purliied 
in wrefting the Crown from the Head 
of his Father, cautions him from giving 
the leaft opportunity for liich Rebel- 
lious pra&ices in his Sons, and to pre- 
vent all occafions for liicfr bold and 
blctody Enterprizes. Only tuh*-Egbern*KtUL 
his fourth Son, who was born'df a K€/^^J|^ 
bout) whole Seftkmong all the reft of g mfiu$ 
the Indian Inhabitants are juftly reputed *«'**• 
the moft valiant, was encouraged by 
them to attempt the Crown, and de- 
pole his Father from the Soveraignty. 
Thefe Resbouts were engaged in an u- 
niverlal Revolt, formed a formidable 
Army, and placed Cha-Egber, who was 
defcended from them by his Mother, 
at the head of it, that they might raifc 
him betimes to the Monarchy of India, 
left his eldeft Brother Ihould get the 
ftart of him, and lucceed in the Go- 
vernment of that vaft Empire, after his 
Father's Iteixh.Aureftg-Zjhe not dream- 
ing 
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ing of fi^b an Attempt, lay very openr 
to furprifal by this Barbarous Defign, 
for want of Forces at that time, to 
guard and fecure hiiri. And therefore 
Anrciig- U pon his Son's advancement to the 
f4^^ Capital City, betook himfelf to Strata- 
deft* his gem inftead of Arms, and pennM a Let- 
**• ter in his Son's Name, dire&ed to him* 
felf, tothis.eflfea, That he rtas.too fin- 
able of his Ditty, to dare to proceed in that 
difturbance, which the Resbouts hadraifed 
againft his Perfon and his Kjngdom, and 
therefore he led the Ring-leaders and the 
reft of the Offenders towards the Cdpitd 
City, tobefeized on try the Guards within^ 
that they might bedelivefd up to Juftue, 
and condign Punifbttient ^according to their 
demerits, which would prove an unquejlion* 
able Argument to fat is fie his Father of 
his Fidelity. This Letter was (ent by 
a faithful Servant of Jureng-Zjbe*s into 
his Sons Camp, who pretended to come 
from him to his Father, but was there, 
ftopp'd, and the Letter open'd and 
read ; and the Resbouts upon it were 
fo inrae'd, that all the Proteftations 
Cha-Egber could make wereimpoffible to 
appeale them, or perfwade their En- 
gagement of themfelves any longer in 

his 
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IjisSeryiee, Some therefore left him, 
and others refilled to advance a ftep 
forwards, 'tiU AMreng^b* had timd 
given, him tp unite his ftrength, and 
ipyfter his Forces.} ; whereby he vani 
quilfo tMEnemVj and. fpre'd his Son 
to a Ipeedy flight. In this difgrace arid 
fcafte, he fjed, to Perfia, where he was 
ftpnpurably entertain'd by that En^! 4 ^., 
perour,witb all thofe Lords that attend,? 'pflE 
ed his Flight ; and is fince married at 
that Court to the Emperour's Daugh- 
ter. He daily, waits for fome favou* 
^able Revolution when he may return 
to India again, whither he hopes to be 
recaU'd by his. Father's death; and 
With the powerful Alliance and Aid of 
■?V?yfa, and the united Intereft of his 
Friends in India, he expects to gain the 
Crown he unfortunately loftj and efta-' 
W*lh. his glory in that Kingdom* iti 
wbkh he is now forced to continue on 
Exile*. 

Wheneverthe M**Emperour is pro*^ & 
dairaM, 'tis with Publick Jubilee, within *» 
Songs and Mufickj Mirth and Revel- ']'• ? r % 
lings, .with Fireworks and gawdyrtT2$ 
Shows in all parts of the Kingdom ; on **• 
this day thek Shij» hang out their 

N Flags' 
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Flags and Enfigns, and expofc their 
Pendants not only at the Top-maft- 
head, but deck the Shrowds with tea 
or twenty more. The Crown he wears 
is of invaluable price, and the Throne 
heafcendsis reckoned at $00 Lack of 
Roupies. Each Lack is one hundred 
thouiand Roupies, which with us is 
1 1250 /.Sterling, reckoning a Roupie 
at 2 j. $ d. Neither arethefe Solemni- 
ties obfervM upon an Aimiverfary day 
only, according to European Cuftoms, 
but in Cities , Garrifons, and places of 
note, it obtains a weekly Celebration, 
not with extraordinary Illuminations, 
and publick joyful Feafts, but with 
fbmething of Mirth and Mufick more 
than ulual. Sunday is the dav of the 
Inauguration of the prefent Mogul, and 
folemnized with the Mufick of the 
Trumpets at Suratt in theCaftle there ; I 
wilht when firft I law it, that they 
had converted the Civil into a Religi- 
ous obfervation of that day. 

There is another day in India, as 

{Jjjjb? well as England, which is eminently 

erVfWrfr^ remarkable, the 5^ of November. This 

m* in in- d a y fa g reat Mogul is weighed, and if 

it's found that he has increased in bulk, 

above 
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above what he weighed the preceding The w**. 
Year, this adds excefs of Mirth andjg jf rAt 
Joy to the Solemnity ; but if he prove 
lighter in the Scales, this diminifhes 
their Triumphs, and damps their chear- 
jftil Entertainments, The Grandees and 
Officers of State prepare for this Feaflr, 
two Months before its approach, what 
coftly Jewels and curious Rarities they 
can any where meet with, which they 
prefent to the Emperour at this Cere- 
mony ; either to fccure his Favour, or 
to ingratiate with him for a more ex- 
alted ftation, or Honourable Employ. 
The Moguls are fbmetimes weighed a- 
gainft Silver, which has been diftribu- 
ted to the Poor. 

When any Indian Subje£t ftands fo 
fair in the Eye of his Prince, as to be &*»**** 
raifed to fome advanced degree of f^Mogni 
Truft or Honour, he acquires at the {#Wj Af- 
lame time a new Name, according to^ /# 
the Prince's Fancy ;- according to 
what we read in Dan.i.j. Thus the 
preceding Governour of Suratt was 
named Muck Teer Chan, i. e. Lord after 
my own Heart ; the prefent is ftiled 
An am at Chan, or, Confcientioas Lord f 
becaufe of his Fidelity and Integrity, 

N 2 For 
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For all the Lands of Indofion belonging 
intirely to the Mogul, the Omrabs there 
capnot derive their Titles from their 
Earldoms, Lordlhips, or Manfion-Hou- 
fes (as with us) becaufe they are none of 
their Propriety, only Tenants at will, 
during the Mogul's pleafure ; and there- 
fore the Mogul confers upon them fiich 
Names of Dignity, as by their perfonal 
Conduft or Accomplishment he thinks 
they merit. And as he beftows Titles 
proper to his Generals, of Invincible, or 
^tftorious ; fotohis Nabobs, or Gover- 
nors, he bethinks himfelf of Names 
fuitable to their Stations, or his Opini- 
on of their Excellencies and Endow- 
ments. This is a common thing pra- 
ftis'd likewife in other Kingdoms of the 
nt.Kbtt Eaft, as at Siam ; the King there gives 
*f sW * Names not only to his Domefticks and 
^Sd^ Mandarins, or Nobles, but to his very 
Elephant?. Tho his own Name is in- 
duftrioufly conceaPd, left his Enemies 
by fome Enchantment might workup, 
on it. Thus Pharaoh called Jofeph's 
Name Z^phnath-Paaneab, Gen. 41.45. 
and Job called his Eldeft Daughter Je- 
mimah, i. e. clear as the Day : The 2d. 
Rjztah, i.e. Plea&nt as Caffia, or fweet 

Spice ; 
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Spice : The : -$d. Kjren-h«$pttk> that is 
Horn, orftrength of Beauty. 

The tiejtendance upon'the Prince's rhtfiattrj 
"Favour 'makes Obfequioufhels fafhion- •/'**£»«- 
able, and Flattery pra&is'd in all the gj, Sldh 
'Courts of the Eafi : So that tho' they 
require an account of their 'Affairs, and 
expeft to 1 be informed ; yet they think 
it a diminution to their Grandeur, to ' 
be acquainted with any thing v that 
may dhguft, or told any thing 'that 
looks difpleafing. Except among the 
Chmefe, with whom the liberty ofAd- 
monifhing their Em£erour Was 'efta- fa free- 
blifhed by a Law, Which impOwred?£"f d H 
them tt> ufe importunate Applications china"'*' 
to him ' upon any failure, and caus'd Sd fcf* 
them inftantlv to remind him of taking > 
care of his Life and Actions, and that - -•>■ 
the' virtuous Pattern of his Royal Be- 
haviour, was the beft and only method 
for deriving Juftice, Integrity, and 
Loyalty upon his Magistrates and 
People. Theylikewhe admonifhed him, 
that if he deviated from thetranfeen- 
dant'Virtues of his Anceftors, his Sub- 
jects Would inevitably digrefs from : "' 
their Duties of Allegiance add Fidelity '.;: 
to him. For i£ fra receiv'd Maxim a- 
N j mong 
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mong thofe People, That the Subjects 
are like Ears of Corn, wherewith a Field 
is covered, and the Morals of their Em- 
ferour are like a Wind y which inclines them 
which way it fleafeth. N 

But the Indian Emperours are incon- 
troulable in what they fay, as well as 
in their Aftions ; 16 far, that it is an al- 
CmifUn- lowed Maxim in this Court, That if 
ur t* they fay at Noon-day it is Night, you are 
to anfwer, Behold the Moon and the Stars ! 
This flattery of their Subje&s has made 
tliem fancy themfelves more than De~ 
mi-Gods, and vaunt themfelves in the 
moft exorbitant fwelling Titles. Thus 
the Emperour of Japan calls himfelf 
iW 7S- Son of the Sun ; and for this Reafon, 
ties 4 r*e w hen the Imperial Diadem is upon his 
M*™ Head, will never after appear in the 
fight of the Moon, for fear of deba- 
sing his Gratncfs, and becaufe he 
thinks it would Eclipfe his Glory. 
* Thus the prefent Moguls Father ftiled 
himfelf Cha-Jehan, i. e. King of the 
World : and the Name of \ Aureng-ZeU 
imports the Ornament of the Throne ; 
the title* m no lefs Extravagant than the reft, 
$ftbi k. o/ they are thefe, The Husband of good 
lifhigar. popnm^ t h e God of great Provinces, 

King 
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King of the greateft Kings; the Lord of 
Horfemen, the Matter of them which 
cannot fpeak,Emperour of three Empe- 
rours, Conqueror of all he fees, and 
Keeper of ail he Conquers, Dread- 
ful to the Eight Coafts of the World, 
Vanquisher of the Mahumetans, and 
Lord of the Eafi, Wefi, North, South, 
and of the Sea, which now Ruleth 
and Governeth this World. 

Thus they exalt their Pomp and Vani- 
ty by thefe proud and Swelling Titles, 
and expe£t there an Obey fence little left 
than of Adoration from their Sub- 7 ** Ionian 
jeds and Adreffors. The Tailim, O r s ' l "* tio " 
deep Salem, which is the ufual Salu- 
tation to the Mogul, is, Firfl: to kifs the 
Ground with the Hand, then to touch 
the Breaft with it, and afterwards raife 
it to the Head ; and all this thrice re- 
peated, when any perfbn approaches 
his Imperial Prefence. The ordinary 
Indian Salute, is only the lifting up of 
the Hand to the Fore- Head, and if it 
be to a Perfon of Eminence or Supe- 
riority, to bend the Head too when 'tis 
touched. The Salem of the Religious 
Bramins, is to join their Hands together, 
andfpreading them firfl:, make a mo- 
N 4 tion 
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tion towards their Head, and then 
ftretch them but ; and the Salem ©f 
greateft Refpeft, is to take hold of the 
Feet, and touch them with, their Head; 
and if this is occafion'd by the commit- 
ting of fome Offence, laying the Hands 
Upon the Supplicant's Pack is afign of 
Pardon J and the Offender generally 
holds faft the Feet, till he feels it upon 
his Back. The Chinefes give their 
Prince nine Proftrations, accounting 
that Number facred and lucky. And 
the King of Sciam requires not only a 
fle&ion of the Body, but a profound 
nt foii- Projtration before him. This Refpea 
mefs of 4»a furly Englijh Sailer being unacquaint- 
|°8 lifll ed with, negle&ed to give him when 
" "' he came before him, and when he was 
threatned by the Attendants for tibt 
yielding to this fubmifiive Obeyfance, 
tie boldly replyed, That he efieem'dhis 
own Prince as Great and powerful as any y 
and to him he never gave more obfervance, 
than bowing his Body % and uncovering his 
Head, and he was refolv'd never to pew a 
Dhtr/ o. ' greater Civility td any Prince in the World 

***** f tnAn t0 h* s own- 

ffVE* There are different Opinions con- 

dm> » cerning the number of Kingdoms which 
lt.di* D - D are 
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arc reduc'd to the Indian Scepter, fbme 
reckon Thirty 'Nine, or Forty. Botefus 
affirms there are Forty Seven, a 1 later 
Author affirms the numbenof Provin- 
ces in Indojton to be only Twenty;; whb 
tells us likewife, that the Annual Reve- 
nues amount to above three hundred 
■arid thirty freniih Millions, whicfrdoes 
ihore than double the Incomes of any 
the molt Potent Monarchs on Earth. 

The vaft Tra£t of Land to Which r he ^^ 
this large Empire is extended, reaches tfiiKUsL, 
near 2000 Miles in length, fome lay 
more; which makes it neceffary for 
-theM<jg*r/,whole Territories are fb large, 
to employ a numerous Army to awe his 
Infinite multitude bf People, an l d4teep 
'them inan abfolute Subjecridn. Seve* 
Tal hundred thoufarfd Soldiers are the 
-ieaft that are maintain^! 1 in Pay ; fbme 
-affirm he allows 1 Fay fbr one Million £g^rS 
•bfHorles, and. for every Horie ; and Tho. Ktt. 
' Man about eighteen pounds, whole 
Wages lelddm run on beyondaMohth 
or two, becaufe by them they; have , 
their only* Subfiftence. Ahd^idhenot ' ; 
conftantly clear their Arrears, and keep 
: on foot continually fucha Potent Army, 
' he could never be able to command the 
' J turbulent 
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turbulent Rajahs, nor prevent their 
Plotteandlnfurreftions; who notwiths- 
tanding frequently moleft his Govern- 
ment, pretend a right to their Con- 
quered Dominions, and raife Armies ar 
gainft him with that Tribute which 
they refufe to pay. But fure it .were 
better, inftead or all thofe needleis re- 
peated Conquefts, he could allure hitn- 
felf of fixing an Empire in the Hearts 
of Loyal, x tho' lefs numerous Subje&s. 
1 The frequent Revolts in India render 

5S?h t ^ 10 ^ P arts vei T niifcrable, and reduce 
Indh. the ; Inhabitants to a very diftrefTed 
State. For hoping to retrieve their Li-. 
" berty, and regain the Kingdoms, they 
have loft, they often declare for a Ra- 
jah, which is a Native Indian Prince, 
and ftand by him till the Mogul over- 
powers their Forces, defeats their Re- 
bellion,' ftints their Progrefs, and re- 
duces them to a tame Obedience again. 
. , So that one while the Mogul comes 
rMefhes u ?° n a ^ity, and demands the Contri- 
c/r*findi*bution of 16 many Thouland Gold 
jnjwftwr Moors, or elfe he threatens the Rafe- 
ing its Foundations, Pillaging the Hpu- 
fes, and converting them into Sm^ak 
and Flames. When he is retreated, 

the 
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the Rajahs Army flies upon them 
with Fury and Hunger, and ftorms 
their Towns, and threatens them with 
Fire and Sword as their inevitable 
Fate, if they ofier to delay the pay- 
ment of (b many thoufand Gold Rou- 
pies more. Or if thefe formidable 
Threats are not liftned to, they take 
that by Rapine, which was civilly de- 
manded, ravage the Country, and 
load themlelves with Plunder and 
Spoil. Which makes Fear and Diftrefs, 
Poverty and Famine the universal Air 
and Genius of thole unquiet Abodes. 
This was the unhappy condition of Su- 
ratt, An. 1664. when Rajah Sivagy 
plundred it for Forty Days together, 
carried off in Gold, Silver, and Jewels 
an Infinite Sum, without (paring any 
part of it, but the Habitations of the 
Emlifi and French, and the Caftle, who 
defended themlelves with their Ca- 
non. 

Sometimes the Conquefl: of one part 
of the Kingdom is the lofs of another, 
for that Rajah who without relu&ancy 
fubmitted to the Mogul's Power, while 
his Camp was near, immediately di£ N 
claims it, when he knows it at a di- 

ftancej 
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ftariee ; which Commotions brihg on 
the Mogul endleft Troubles andEk- 
;pcnce. 

A mighty Rajah is now abroad, in 
ft?*??, hrics 'Expedition to the Coaftof Ghoro- 
^J^ 'mandel, where he expe&s Rechiits of 
• Men and Money ; he has : fecund u 
j. • ftrong Party upon the Coaft of Mah- 
inttftf'dbar, and it's belie v ; d will in a fhdft 
Rajahs time appear in the Field with very 
Armu ^Potent Forces. If his Martial .Arms 
be proportibnably as exterifive as 
his Natural, they will certainly reach 
veiyfer, and ftrfcteh his Authority far- 
ther than any Potentates in the Eaft\ 
"for- 'they- are fd long, that asfie ftands, 
his Hands teach ddwh below fats 1 Knees. 
And may be the Indites, who Upon! this 
•account aire apt to' hatboiir : Supei*ffiti- 
ous Thoughts coheir ftinghhfc, may fie 
the eafierAvtm to his AiHince ahd^De- 

- figns ; if this be iiot a feigtfd J Report. 

The MoguPs Army are purfuing their 

The Mo. Conqtfefts with all Vigour towards 

gui;/ te*C®fK''Cvmerto> the Southeiinoft ] Pro- 

bmoHm moritoty of Hdia} Where are feveral 

iiiferiour Princes not yet atttmptedup- 

- on, the Conquering bf whefcn take up 

the 
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tjhe r thoughts, and is , the main ObjeQ: 

of Aweng-%>$be\ Ambition, Jk Mo- 

Befides the vaft Army which is.al-JJ'' **" 
ways Inqamped, and ready for any 
Expedition and onfet, the feveral Afat- 
&>fo and Vice-Roys are obliged to keep 
continually in Pay confiderable Forces, 
for maintaining their own Port^ and 
the Peace of the Provinces where they 
prefide. Soveraign Princes do not 
exceed fbme of thetfe in point of State 
and Income. The Nabob or Gover- 
nour of Be ngd was reputed to have 
left behind him at his Death, twenty L**kft 
Courous of Roupies: A Courou is an. £22? 
hundred thoufand tacks, a Lack is an mu % wM 
hundred thoufand Roupies,. a Padaji 1 *^ 4 ^ 
is an hundred thoufand Courous,.a Nil 
is an hundred thoufand Padans ; Lacks, 
Courous, Padjans, and Nils, rife by a 
gradual advancement of an. hundred 
thoufand higher one than another. leE^i* 

Aureng-Z^be feldom leaves the Camp, v i H in kit 
but both he and his Haram keep their c*t* 
Tent^ Winter and Summer in the 
IJield. His numerous Army has a dai- 
ly fiipply of all Provifions and Necef- JJi Jjj 
laries from all parts of the Empire, in ded wit* 
as great plenty and order as any of*i«$* ru ' 

its 
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itsCities can affofrd them ; and whatever 
the Kingdom yields, may be with as 
mucheafe purchafed here, as in any 
publick Fair. So that there is always 
in the Camp a multitude of People 
brought thither, as large almoft as the 
Army, who come thither, fbme out of 
Curiofity, others out of Friendfhip and 
Relation, but the moft for Sale or their 
Goods, which the Soldiers take off, by 
whom they live, and from whom they 
have their Subfiftence. 
lit order Where-ever the Mogul removes his 
» '*« Camp, the Generals and Officers, as 
imp. we |j as private Centinels, ftill pitch 
their Tents in the fame Pofition 
and Place in refbeft to his, and one 
another, as they formerly were polled 
in ; (6 that he who once knows where 
fiich a Captain had his Handing, may 
readily be dire&ed to it, though he has 
decamped from the place he left an 
Hundred Miles. For all are onliged 
to the fame diftance, and to the fame 
Station and Quarter in relation to one 
another, and the Emperour's Tent, in 
whatever Ground they pitch their 
Tents. 

Before 
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Before the Mogul begins to move his Metfwbit 
Camp, to fet out upon ^a Progrefs, or^^JV 
undertake any fmall Journey ; and be- nwyhtb* 
fore any Omrah, or Perfbn of Note fets lndics « 
forward to Travel, the way theymuft 
pafs is meafured out by Line, by a Ser- 
vant appointed for that 1 rouble; and 
a juft account both of the diftance and 
number of Miles is brought to.them, 
before the Journey is begun : And fb 
exaft are they in maintaining this piece 
of Indian State, of meafuring the Road, 
that though they have travelled that 
way often, and are fufficiently know- 
ing in all its Paths, yet without this 
Ceremony they are loath to ftir. 

Befides the Army, and the fevcralniMwr* 
Nabobs and Governours of Provincfcs^tf* 4 *"* 
and Cities, of Towns and Caftles, 
which drain his Treafiire, and put him 
upon immenle Expences, the Indian 
Emperour maintains daily at leaftFour 
or Five Hundred Elephants, with Ca- 
mels,Mules,andotherBeafts of Burthen ; 
fbme for the War, and others for his 
Women and Attendants, his Carriage 
and Provifions iri the Field. The prin- 
cipal of all his ftately Campaign Ele* 
phants has a Hated extraordinary Al- 
lowance 
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lpvifonce of Sugar mixt with his Pro* 
vender, and Jaggary Rack, which is a 
kind of Ama Vit*, with his Water; 
which conjume the Mogul Five Hun* 
dred Roupies every Month, that is, 
near Sixty Pounds Sterling. 

Thefe mighty Animals are in high 

efteem. in ail the Oriental Kingdoms, 

ft* mite Specially at Stam, whole Sovereign is. 

3Sw t renown ' d for his ReQ»ft to the White, 
Sin/ "Elephant, upon the Perfwafion hehaa 
of its being infpired. with the Soul o£ 
fome (upreme Prince. And from the 
Bulk and Strength, the Senfiblenefs and 
Docility of that Creature, they infer 
commonly, that nothing left than the 
Soul of fbme Illuftrious Prince, or migh- 
ty Heroe, can animate it, and be re* 
ceiv'd into a Body (b ftately and large* 
thekchtn The Achen Elephants are moft looked 
iwjbeft. U pQ n f or their Teeth, becaufe that Ivo- 
ry they fay, maintains its Whitenefi, 
and turns not Yellow, as other does. 
They lay that it's thirty Years before thef 
Elephants come to their full growth. 
Twi ways The wild Elephants, which the Mo+ 
ofcdtcbhggul and other Princes keep tame, are* 
Ek}bMt. taken different ways. Sometimes by 
digging Pits in the Ground, and co* 

verkig 
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Bering them with falfe Earth, in the 
Paths frequented by the Elephants, 
which walking upon it deceives their 
Weight, and luddenly they dtop down. 
But if the unweildy Anipial chances to 
evade this Covert Contrivance, he 
grows very vigilant ever after, and wa- 
rily with his Trunk examines all lb* 
fpe&ed Groundhe is likely to tread up- 
on. Sometimes they decoy the Maid 
with a Female Elephant bred tip foi* 
that purpofc, which leads him into £ 
narrow Paffage, hedged in lb ftrongly 
On both fides with Trunks of Trees, 
and many pieces of Timber, that he can 
neither turn about his monftrous Body 
to ftep backwards, nor remove with 
all his mighty Strength the Obstacles 
that indole and barracade him, till he 
is chafed and Ipent, and thoroughly in- f 
tangled; After this he is taken and 
kd home between two others that are' 
tame, and his Wildnels prefently wears 
bff, and in left than a Fortnight's time 
he quietly fubmits to Difcipline, be- 
thinks himlelf, arid grows familiar* 
The Female Elephant receives the 7^**7. 
Male lying upon her Back, contrary to J**r '***- 
the Cuftom of other Animals ; and the t«X, 

O Mate 
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Male is faid to carry his Tefticles be- 
tween his Ears. After they are taken 
they feldom Ingender, tho' fometimes 
they burn with a luftful Heat, which is 
not extinguished but by Fire brought 
hear them, or* the Blood of the Riders, 
if they chance at that time to be upon 
them. 
TheRefpett The Princes of Indofton who attend 

GnEm- l !* c Court > and al1 the Omrahs and Pria- 
pfro«r,^cipal Officers of the Crown, obfervc 
Mtn of always a due Refpe&, and keep a con- 
**'• venient Diftance to the awful Perfon of 
the Emperour. So that whenever he 
thinks fit to alcend an Elephant, and 
mount himfelf on that lofty Creature 
to take the Air, die Omrahs, in a lower 
Order, ride only upon Horfes. When 
he feats himfelf in his Palanquin, then 
do they walk in a lowly Pofture on 
Foot after him ; fliewing in all things 
a fubmifli ve Deference to his Greatneis, 
and profound Relped to his eminently 
Auguft Majefty : And till he gives the 
Word, no Man dares mount before 
him. And as if the Words of his 
Mouth were Oracular, no Sentence of 
moment proceeds from the Emperour, 
but the Ormahs greedily catch it, and 

cry 
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cry out, Kjtramtt ! Kjtramat ! Wonder ! 
Wonder ! Aod if any Perfbn of Note in 
India, is fecn by an inferiour at a di- 
ttance^ both on Horfeback, the meaner ] 
Perfbn lights from his Horfe, and there 
ftands till his Superiour paffes by him. 
The Mahometan Religion, of which 
the3f^/isazealcaisProfeffor, is that 
which is fpread very far, and is chiefly 
countenanced in IndU ; the Mogul ne-r** Mou 
Ver negie&tng the Hours of Deration, gvi 9 s*itw 
nor any thing, which in his Senfe may 
denominate him a fincere Believer ; in-* 
fomuch that there fpread a Report, a 
little before I left Suratt, that his ar- 
dent Zeal had carried him to defign a 
long Pilgrimage for Meccha> to vifit the 
Venerable Shrine of their Falfe Pro* 
phet. His eldeft Son Sultan Mozani 
\vas to be left Inheritor of the Throne, 
to fecure his peaceable Poffeffion ; yet 
would not this defend the Claims from 
the Royal Brothers^ who are ready to 
dilpute it with their Wit and Courage, 
with all the Force and Art of Wan 
And 'tis not unlikely, whenever the The tike- 
Crown becomes vacant, and is under a^ M ^°f 
Conteft, but that ChofEgbef, Son-in-berV*<> 
kw to the Per fun Etfiperour, will in ****** 

O2 that**** 



Digitized by 



Google 



ip6 A Voyage to Suratc. 

that Martial Lottery gain the Prize, 
and defeat the other Pretenders. Which 
wbat Ad- if it fhould happen, and the English 
USe^ua ft 1011 ^ beaflifting to his Defigns at that 
*nuLj nf- time, either by accommodating him 
ceive h with Ships from Gor*brone y or befriend- 

tftou' * n S h* m at Sw***> they might expe& 
very confiderable Advantages in their 
Trade and Cuftoms, both in India and 
the Perfian Gulph. 

The Mogul delights much in Profe- 
ft* Mo- lyting all the Rajahs he conquers, and 
g»iv .zmI. bringing them to the Mahometan 
Faith, which has much exafperated 
thofe Grandees, and the Gentile Se&s 
of his Kingdom. And he was fo fen- 
ffittyi. fibly taken with a Horfe prelented to 
nefsfor a him by an Englifb Merchant, that he 
H "f** commanded him to be fed near his 
own Apartment, and to be frequently 
brought forth before him, to delight 
his Eyes with the daily pleafant Specta- 
cle ; for no other Reafon, but becaufe 
he obfervM him match a Horfe which 
Mahomet was wont to ride, and nearly 
refembled in Shapes and Colour, as he 
fbmewhere read, a ftately Steed of the 
Grand Prophet's. 

The 
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The whole Kingdom of Indofion is^'*f ' 
intirely the Poffeffion of the MoguPs, iodfaii 
who appoints himfelf Heir to all his am©. 
Subjects ; fb that neither the Widow, gur ' # 
nor Children of a General, can per- 
emptorily challenge one Piece after his 
Deceafe, without theEmperour's boun- 
teous Indulgence. He that tills the 
Ground, and fpends his time in Agri- 
culture, is allowed half the Produ& for 
his Pains, and the other Moyety is re- 
fervM for the King, which is collc&ed 
by Under-Officers, who give in their 
Accounts to the Superiours in the Pro- 
vinces,and they difcount to thePublick 
Exchequer. Only for the Encourage- 
ment of Trade in Cities and Maritime 
Towns, he difpenfes with the Mer- 
chants building their Houfes, and the 
Propriety of them delcending in their 
Families ; very few are allowed Pater- 
nal Inheritances ; but even all this is 
the extraordinary Grace and Favour of 
the Prince, and revocable at his Plea- 
fure. His Will likewife is the Law, The Mogul 
and his Word inconteftably decides all*'* - 
Controverfies among them. So that 
he is the main Ocean of Juftice and 
Equity, and from him all the fmaller 
O 3 Rivulets 
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HujnUkt Rivulets of Wealth flow, and to him 
they all pay" Tribute, and return again. 
He generally determines with exa£fc 
Tuftice and Equity ; for there is no 
pleading of Peeridge or Priviledge be- 
fore the Emperour, but the meaneft 
Man is as foon heard by Jureng-Zjbe as 
the chief Omrab. Which makes the 
Qmrabs very circumfpeQ: of their Acti- 
ons, and punctual in their Payments; 
becaufe all Complaints againll them 
are readily adjufted, and they never 
want jealous Rivals at Court who are 
willing to bring them into Difgrace 
with their King for any Fault. 

Since the Conqueft of Viz,Ufour y the 
Diamond Mines are claim'd and pot 
fefs'd by the Indian Emperour, who 
for fome timerfince thought fit to fhut 
The Ran them up. They formerly paid to the 
tf diggint King of Golcondafo much hourly for the 
£■2*" nDertv of di §5 in S» whether they were 
mn '■' fortunate in finding any Diamond or 
no ; a Pagotf , which is a piece of Gold 
valued there at Nine Shillings, was the 
ftated Price for an Hours time. We 
have an Account, that he refervM ano- 
ther Diamond Ground in his Country 
for his own Ufe, which yielded him 

daily 
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daily feveral Ounces, whenever he im- 
ploy'd his Labourers to work, which 
Were reckoned to be near Six Thoufand, 
whole very Wages confiim'd a great 
part of the Gains. 

Thofe that dig the Ground are nap au du- 
rowly lookM to, and examined at their**"* f 
Departure, that nothing be privately fi^/i, 
conveyed or ftole away ; and yet they 'A* Mogul, 
fometimes efcape all Difcovery, by 
flipping a Stone into their Mouths, or 
thrufting it upwards in their lower 
Parts, or by bribing of the Overfeers. 
By this means we fometimes meet with 
large Stones very valuable. Two I 
(aw at Suratt, the fmaller was a fort of 
Table-Diamond, rated at Twelve 
Thoufand Pounds ; the other was lar- 
ger, and exceeded the Price of the o- 
ther almoft Eight Thoufand Pounds. 
All Stones of liich a Size'are Royalties, 
and Sacred to the Crown ; and who- 
ever finds them, or wherefbever they 
are heard of, they are prefently feized, 
and taken for the ufe of the Mogul. 
Therefore the Owner of thefe Noble 
Diamonds fblemnly engaged our Secre- 
fie, and bound us to Silence, before we 
were permitted a fight of them. The 

O 4 Stones 
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Stones of India are not fb rich, or of 
equal Repute with thofe of the Ifland 
viammds Borneo, whole Sparkling and Bright- 
^•fwfl" ne ^ s S^V es a glorious and furpafling 
fa* 9 * Splendour. The Diamonds are found 
rough, covered with a Coat or Shell , 
which is taken off, and then the Dia- 
mond is polifhM, and cut in fuch fi- 
gures, as the natural Shape of the 
Stone, or the Defign of the Lapidary 
Tbt way ro inclines to. The Art of decerning the 
know '""excellence of Diamonds by the Eye, is 
very curious ; becaufe there is fuch an 
Affinity between the Brightnefs of 
Stopes, that fbme eminent Indian Jew- 
ellers have been impos'd upon by falfe 
ones brought from Europe ; becaufe 
they fhot fuch Rays, and the Luftre 
with which they fhin'd was fb ex- ? 
traordinary. But the Hamper and 
Scales difcover'd that Fallacy, which 
the Eyes could not ; they were fbfter 
than a genuine Diapiond, and lighter 
than one of the fame fize ; For no Stone 
comes near a Diamond in hardnefs ; 
nor, of the fame magnitude, in >JVeight. 
Tbe v*!*d* Diamonds take their Eftimate from 
f^i^Di. t ' ie ^ ir Magnitude, Splendour, Figure, 
amnds. * and Water \ for fome Perfbns value a 

Diamond 
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diamond of fuch a Water much more 
than of another ; and fome are pleas'd 
with fiich a fort of Cut, beyond any 
elfe. Thus a fair Rofe-Diamond of 
JJlack Water and Diamond Cut was of 
general Efteem with fome European* at 
Suratt, whilft a White Water gainM a 
Repute with the Dutch, and Table* 
Diamonds were with them of belt E* 
fteem. The Moors exalt the Rate of 
fuch a Diamond, whofe Surface is cut 
ip very minute Figures, much lefs than 
what the Europeans affe&, though in all 
things elfe the Diamond was equally 
good and valuable. For as the ufe of 
a Diamond, and all other Stones, is 
very inconfiderable, in refpcft of that 
high Value which the Fancy of Man 
and common Cuftom has put upon 
them ; fo are their Rates too very va- 
riable and uncertain, as this Inftance of> 
a Rubie will make out. A Rubie,^** £ X ctU 
which in Perfe&ion is a Stone fiiperiour k*a of a 
to a Diamond, made this gradual Ex- Jj£j v 4 J. 
altation of its Rates in India. It was ammd. 
fold at firft at the rate of 400 Roupies, Sevtral 
afterwards at 600, then at 800, then prices paid 
^t 1200 ; from this it rofe to i6oo,# f * 
thence to 2000, after this it mounted #J e 

to 
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to 2400, then to 2800, from which it 
/ was fold for 5000, and lately for 3200. 
Thus the Fancy of the Purchafer ad- 
vancM it at length Seven Hundred fnr 
Cent, beyond the Original Price it was 
firft reckoned at. There perfect Rubies 
are fcarce attainable,thofeof a deep clear 
Colour are rarely feen, which put Men 
upon a hot Chace after them when they 
are heard of, and inhaunces their Va- 
lue and Efteem. 
TbeMoguVs Notwithftanding all thefe Diamonds 
Av*rke. afl( i immenfe Treafure, of which the 
Mogul is Abfolute Mafter, yet is not his 
Mind fatisfied, nor his Defires abated 
by his Acceflions, they rather ftretch 
and fwell the more, and puih him on 
to afpire to that real Character, which 
his Father affumM, of being l(jng of 
the World. So little has either Increafe 
of Wealth, or Extent of Power, heaPd 
fiis reftlefs Faculties, or composed the 
unruly Turbulence of his Spirit. How- 
ever, had Aureng-Zjbe laid his Schemes 
of Viftory only towards the Indian 
Princes, and thofe potent Neighbours, 
from whofe Conqueft he mighr expeft 
to reap fbme Glorv ; this methinks 
would have carried with it a greater 

Air 
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Air of Majefty and Grandeur, than that 
meaner Aftion which is recorded of 
him in India, of ftripping the Faquir es 
of their Wealth and Jewels* 

It feems this Prince was minded to 
compafs a little Treafiire fbmewhere, 
and the only Method he pitchM upon 
for it, was to make a Booty of the Fa- 
quires. Thefe Faquires nearly refem- Au J^ s \ 
ble the Romijb Mendicants in feme ^ *£ 
things, their Character I fhall expati- Faquires, 
ate upon hereafter. The Emperour 
therefore caufes Proclamation to be 
made through all the Provinces of his 
Kingdom, That all Faquires jbouldrn'ake 
ready to repair to afplendid Entertainment , 
which he defigrfd to prepare for them. The 
News of this Royal Banquet was e- 
fteem'd fb honourable an Inftance of 
Condeicentionin the Emperour to thefe 
poor Men, that without any further 
Summons or Invitation they inftantly 
prepared and flockt from all the re- 
moteft parts to come and receive it. 
When they were come, and had fatis- 
ficd themfelves with the fumptuous 
Feaft, and overjoyed at the Thoughts 
of being Guefts to fiich a Noble Ban- 
quet, to which they had been called by 

the 
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the Perfon of their Emperour, they 
now addrefs themfelves to him with 
grateful Acknowledgments for his 
Bounty in thofe Royal undeferv'd Fa- 
vours, fb far beyond what the Mean- 
nefs and Poverty of their Condition 
would fiiffer them fb much as to think 
of. And withal wifhing him, that 
Glory and Succefs might be the diftin- 
guifhing Chara&ers of his profperous 
. Reign for many Years, they humbly 
craved Liberty of departing to their 
proper Dwellings. To which the Em- 
perour reply'd to this Effefr, I would 
not have you think that I have yet forgot 
the KJndnefs I had for you and your Pro- 
fefliony in my former Tears. 'Tis not the 
being feated upon the Throne of India, 
that can make me overlook the Consideration 
of your Poverty y or the Relation I had to 
you, e'er Fortune and your Good Wijbet 
raised me to the Glory of my Anceftors, 
and the Soveraignty I now enjoy. And 
therefore as you have thought fit to tafie of 
my Banquet ', and exprefs your felves pleased 
with the Entertainment ; fo lexpeft from 
^ you hkemfe the acceptance of fame Raiments 
""" / have provided far your Vfe, to prevent 
your Return in that ragged Drefs \ and that 

the 
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the World may fee after jour Departure 
hence j what KJndnefs I had for you , in 
conferring thefe more lafiing Favours ufon 
you. At this they unanimpufly voted 
for their old Cloaths, as more agreea- 
ble to their Condition, and that he had 
fufficiently honoured them by his fplen- 
did Repaft. But the Servants, who 
ftood by, immediately unftript the Fa- 
quir j,and brought forth frefh Garments 
for their old, in which were found a* 
bundance of Jewels, Gold, and Pre- 
cious Stones, enough by far to overpay 
the Expence ; as Jureng-Zjbe by his 
former Acquaintance and ancient Inti- 
macy with them could well difcover. 
This Relation which I had from a Gen- 
tleman at Suratt agrees very well with 
Auren-%ebe\ Policy ; but methinks it 
fuits not well with his Honefty and 
Greatnefs. 

The Infblence of the Portugue/e, as the ink- 
well as Rajahs y gives likewife (ome Di- kneeiftbt 
fturbance to this Prince, and has drawn ^fcw 
down his Arms againft their Forces, iodU. 
which has driven feveral of them from 
the adjacent Iflands to repair for fhelter 
to our Ifland of Bombay. The MoguPs 
Army has made fevcral Inroads into 

their 



Digitized by 



Google 



*o6 A Voyage to Smut. 

their Country , plundered fbmc finalf 
Towns, and threatens Bajfem. For the 
Portuguefe Governour of that Town 
inticed from a Rajah that lived near 
him a very beautiful Woman of the 
Bramin Caft, which was after a while 
lent for by the Rajah, and remanded 
back again by twenty or thirty Soldi- 
ers. But the Lady's Charms blinded 
his Reafon, and biafled both his Juftice 
and Civility, made him refufe to difc 
mi(s her , and treat the Meffengers 
with fuch Violence, that the Mogul in 
Vindication of the Rajah, encourag'd 
bis florming of the Town. 
J*™*"' Other Reafons are ufed for the Mo- 
Hoglvl e t ui ' s prefent infefting the Country of 
Enmty to the Portuguefe, and for fending three 
gtcfc? rtU fe yera l Parties of Men, pillaging, burn- 
? ing and deftroying all before them, 
i. Their One is, that the Portuguefe burnt for- 
twwini * merly a Cogee at Goa y who is a Perlbn 
2.°15rfr skUPd i n their Law. Another Reafon 
cmvtrjion is, becaufe the Portuguefe i$xofe\ytzthv 
fi!/ ' childre n of all Perfons deceas'd among 
them, whether their Parents are Moors 
or Pagans, and feize their Eftates into 
the Church ; which railes a loud Cla- 
mour again!! them, and grievous Com- 
plaints 
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plaints to the MoguL Some afcribe the 
Hatred and Hoftility of the Moors at 
this time to thefe two in&fferable Acti- 
ons of the Porf*^. Befides ail this, 
the Religion of the Pmuguefe is very 3. fbth 
offenfive to this Emperour, who carries IdtUtT ?' 
fiich an invincible Antipathy to Idola- • 
try, and all fort of Adoration of Ima- 
ges, that he has now fuppreffed the 
greateft part of all the Pagodes of his 
Dominions, where his Pagan Subjects 
incens'd and invok'd the Sob. Nay 
this is fiich an Abomination to the Ma- 
hometan Belief, that the Moguls allow 
not the Reprefentationof any Creature 
that has Life, even upon their Tea- 
Cups and China Ware, nor admit the 
Figure of any Animal upon their At- 
la&s or other Silks. Therefore the 
Portaguefi Religion being grofly tainted 
with this manner of Ealfe Worfhip 
has renderM them very deteftabk to 
this fort of Men, as well as other things 
have made them odious to the Arabians 
at Mufeat. They that were formerly 
the Glory and Terror of the Eaftern The tm 
Seas, who flowed with Wealth, &n& tmdit},nt t 
f the Riches of the IndUn and the %iT 
Per fat Gulph, are now as low and de- !*««• 

dining, 
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dining, as they formerly were power- 
ful and in a fplendid ftate. The Mufi 
cotters daily increafe their Naval For- 
ges, and prevail againft them inconte- 
ftably at Sea, by fitting out againft 
them Ships both of Burthen and 
» Strength, and manning them with 
skilful, bold, and adventurous Sailers. 
Only two years fince they built in the 
River of Suratt a very comely ftout 
Ship of above a Thoufand Tun, which 
carried at leaft an Hundred Guns. 
IkMwfs The Mogul is now paft Eighty Years 
H'* of Age, but yet adminifters the weigh* 
ty Affairs of his vaft Kingdom, and re* 
tains a Vigour in his Decerning Fa- 
jtfjwreo/culties. Whatever he eats is firft ta- 
wba* be fted by his Daughter, and paffes un- 
'**"* der the Chops or Seals of three or four 
Bit Drin^ principal Qmrahs ; and his Drink is the 
Water of the River Ganges i which is 
reputed Sacred throughout all his 
Kingdom, and is laid to fan&ifie the 
Natives, whether they drink, or bath 
in it. I fancy the Native Purity of the 
Water may give it this Credit and Re-* 
putation, oecaufe they fay it has that 
fingular Quality of our River Thames, 
* that it never remains CQrrupt long ; 

an4 



Digitized by 



Google 



Of the Great Mogul. 20^ 

and a Quart of it is lighter by much 
than any other Water. This Water is 
dearer toJiim, than if he had drunk 
Europe Wint ; for it is brought to him 
over Land in Copper Jarrs,tinn'd with- 
in,upon Mens Shoulders, or upon Beafts 
of Burthen, feveral Hundred Miles; 
Thus the ancient Kinjgs of Per fid drank 
no other Water, than that of the River 
EUus or \Chofpes, becaufe of the Eftetet 
they had of its Excellence. 

Whenever his Health requires Phyr m» care 
fick, he expe&s the Phyfician fhould '\'**f * 
lead the way, take Pill for Pill, Dofe F * ;M * 
for Dofe^ of the fame which us admi- 
niftred to him ; that he' may fee the O- 
peration upon the Body of the Phyfici* 
an, before he will venture upon it him- 
felf. He never violates his Obligations m$ Ahfl£ 
to Abftinence, by tafting the Juice of nencf - 
the Grape, which the Omrahs difpenfe 
with, and are fond of, and buy it up 
at any rate, if they can by any private 
Method be accommodated with it in 
the Camp; 

. He formerly admir'd the Fair Sex ; 
but Old Age, and the Decay of Nature,' 
keep him at a farther Diftance at pre- 
fent from his Haram. His Women are 

P all 
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all ciofely guarded, not vifible to fcny, 
but himfelf and his Eunuchs, whole 
wh^at Virile Parts are cut off finooth, to pre- 
frwbT vent the leaft Temptation from the 
Sex ; fb that whenever there is need, 
they are forced to the ufe of a Quill in 
making Urine. And #11 the Women 
of Fafnion in India are clofe pennM in 
by their jealous Husbands, who for* 
bid them the very fight of all Stran- 
gers. However the Watch is neither 
lo careful, nor their Modefty fb blame- 
lefs, but that they fometimes will look 
abroad for Variety, as well as their ro- 
ving Husbands da A Paffage of which 
a pieafati fl^jj here [^^ a Gentlewoman, 

Story of an . . n . 1# s . . _ 7 

ingmmi vicioufly mclm d, contrives one Day to 
UwdWo- get abroad, with a trufty Familiar of 
mav * her Acquaintance, though totally a 
Stranger to her new Husband. She 
freely imparts her lewd Intentions, 
earneftly requefts her Fidelity , and 
withal defires fhe would vouchfafe to 
take the Meffage upon her felf, and 
walk into the Bazar, and there efpy 
what comely Perlbn fhe could meet 
with, proper, lovely, young, and 
handfom, and condu& him privately 
to fuch Apartments as fhe had provi- 
ded 
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de& TK3 Pttimd, thu^mftruafcd;%e*s 
abroad^ Me^s, -andVutfe^k \&em ,#» 
reft irt thei Baaar thitnoft Amiable -fyj 
foh ffi£^uld>m&t with, and mtr^at-. 
mg>hinfit to ftep alkfcy -difcovers the Ini 
triegtHvand then cbnduasMiim to the 
place anointed. Tlie Gallant k teem. 
was* Husbarid to the Gerttfe woman 
that expected him, w$8 feeing him 
conie near the Gate; Wafafl in COnfu- 
fion, and ^uite confounded at the fight 
of his unfortunate Approach. But fhe 
found' it was no time to dally, or de^ 
lay he?t Refolutions; and therefore in* 
ftantly fuimnon'd all her Thoughts; 
and after a little Paufe, threw her felf 
dire&Iy upon the Cot or Bed that was 
by, and put the Covering over" her 
Face. Her Husband, ignorant whom 
fte was, and knowing for what Intent 
he wasf fent for, begins immediately to 
oifturb her,and by and by endeavours to 
uncover her Face. At which fhe f ofe u£ 
jn a feeming Rage, and told him, For 
jb*me,SirJ have often heard of your Pranks 
*nllo$fe httriegtits abroad, butmjChatiij 
toade me willing to unbelieve it, till this 
Minute hat given me an invincible Arga* 
totntjfor afjfuring me of the Truth of what 
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f^tytb t di$o^$efoIt^s i: wdtr*acfc 

e.r(m< D<ifigH$ to pur Nuptial Bfid. Can 

you pretend to fy pfuth Tender nefs and Af 

felt ton for *#?-> wA.l** bfi** t0 & e . ^fi 
Temptation that courts orca\ls i yoft from 
iwf ? Was 1 epfir unfaithful, <?r cool, in my 
Jffftfio/ty tkat r might thereby drive you 
from my Embraces, to follow^ Strangers 
you never\keaf4 of I At. this -.rate fhe 
jurn'd the 'Argument upon, hirafelf , 
made Kim $he r only . JBerfon, fiuilty of 
t^ ;; wanton ;Amoiars ,3^ with a 
gargled Mouth eiideavonr'd to > : wipe 
oft\all the DenkWnts of Jier y Thoughts, 
and to renderherjnnoeence as (Clear as 
her Excufe. : She knew r tjiat a Conjugal 
Affe&ion is ,yery . apt to grow c jealous 
wpon any apparent Iufpicjoo r of' mutuaf 
Pide^ty, and that nothing Tooner ex- 
pite$ and ferments the R age of a Man, 
than the apprehenfion of a Partner in 
hissed. But yetthis Jealoufieis much 
£T/* extind; among the Inhabitants upon 
Vtranert. the Coaft of Malabo;* where the Husr 
hands, even the prime Nobility, to 
cqmpleat the Wekom of their Enter- 
tainments, 
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tainments, offer the Familiarity of their 
Wives; and efteemj tfc rejecting this 
Civility as an Affront. Two Emlilb 
Merchants fonj£4me beibre Icameto 
India, ^ere invijed abr|id, andJfter 
Dinner were tempted with this kindof 
Treat; but the Piety, of one of them 
kept him from it, whim the immodeft 
Frohcks of the other intic'd him on to 
die/ufe 6|>n ^ uWawfuHJleateA An* 

r*a Y °* ^ ir W° me n^y their ufuaT 
Luitora in thele cafes,quite contrary to 
that of other t Nation^ b4\fe gain'd the 
Name ofMdtbar Quills: 
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INHABITANTS. 



7i« Irff- 

»W? o/Su- 
late, 



THE City of Aw*// lies in 21 De- 
v ,_&«?* and feme odd Minutes of 
North Latitude. 'Tis by Pto/omy call'd 
lusitua. Muziris, and is fituated upon a River 
" ' Ten or Twelve Miles diftant from the 
Sea. The Name of the River is Tap- 
}y> or Tindy, which rifes from the 
Mountain of Decatt, and from thence 
falls down through Brawpore, and by 
Meanders from Suratt glides down gent- 
ly into the Ocean. The Circumfe- 
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rence of it, with the Suburbs, is be- 
tween two and three Englifo Miles, 
tending fbmewhat in its Pofition to the 
Form of a Semicircle or Half Moon, 
becaufe of the winding of the River, 
to which half of it adjoyns. It is for- ' 
tified with a Wall, which is flankt at 
certain Diftances with Towers and 
Battlements, occafion'd by the frequent 
Incurfions of the Enemies; but its 
greateft Strength is in the Caftle, which 
commands not only the Ships and Boats 
in the River, but likewife guards the 
City by Land. 

The Caftle is built towards the Tbt caflu. 
South Weft part of the City, having a 
River to defend it on one fide, and a 
Ditch. on the other. It is built fquare, 
and fortified at each Corner with a 
large Tower, containing various Lodg- 
ings, and fiirnifh'd with all Conveni- 
ences fit for accommodating the Go- 
vernour, and has leveral Canons moun- 
ted upon the Walls. 

The Entrance into the City is by fix the Gates 
or feven Gates, where are Centinels oftbedty. 
fixt continually, requiring an Account, 
upon the leaft Sufpicion, of all that en- 
ter in. or pals out of the City. 

1 P 4 The 
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7f - b«w. The Houfes are many of them fehr 
and ftately, tho' unproportionable tQ 
the Wealth of the Inhabitants , who 
are always concerned to coqceal their 
Riches, and therefore never exceed in 
• any Luxurious Furniture, left it fhould 
prove too powerful a Temptation tQ 
the Avarice of the Mogul. They are 
flat roof d, or rather made a little 
fhelving, after the manner of the Build- 
ings in Spain and Portugal, coverM with 
Tiles, and the Walls are made of 
Brick or Stone. The Windows are 
without Glafs, and kept open for the 
Convenience of the frefh Air ; and the 
Floors both of the lower and upper 
Stories are all Terrafs'd to make them 
cool. But the poorer fort, and fuch as 
inhabit the Skirts of the City, live 
miich meaner,, in Houfes, whof? Walls 
are only Bambous at a Foot diftance, 
with Reeds wove through them ; and 
their Covering is only Cajan, or Palm- 
leaves of Trees, which gives them the 
common % Name of Cajan- Houfes. 

rhcStrccts The Streets are fbme too nar- 
row, but in many places of a conve- 
nient breadth ; and in an Evening, e- 
fpecially near the Bazar , or Market- 

p1ace> 
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place, are more populous than any 
part of London ; and lb rnuch throng'd> 
that 'tis not very eafie to pafs through 
the multitude of Bannians and other 
Merchants that expofe their Goods, 
For here they ftand with their Silks 
and Stuffs in their Hands, or upon then; 
Heads, to invito fuch as pais by to 
come and buy them. 

In the midft of the City is a fpacioijs caflu. 
yacanf place, called Cajl/e-Qreen, bp* Qr * €n * 
caufe of its nearneft to the Caftle, on 
which are laid all fprts of Goocjs in the 
open Air, both Day and Night, ex- 
cepting the JMuJfoun time. And here 
the Englijb , French, and Dutch, with 
the Natives, place their Bales, and 
prepare $hem as Loadings for their 
Shipp. 

The Governour of the Caftlp is ap- ft* o*wr. 
pointed by the Mogul; and his ' Autho- J5 & *2* 
rlty feldom ttretches beyond the fpace ways c<m* 
of three Years, in all which time he^ rai '« 
is a real Prifoner under the appearance 
of a high Commander, and under a fe- 
vere and ftrid Engagement never to 
pafs without the Walls of his Caftle ; 
but to be continually upon his Guard, 
in a coolant readinefs for any Emer- 
gence 
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gence or Surprize, all the time he is 
in the Government. 
Snr«c a Suratt is reckon'd the moft famM 
gbieffmn Emporium of the Indian Empire, where 
•fTradi. a y Commodities are vendible, though 
they never were there teen before. The 
very Curiofity of them will engage 
the Expectation of the Purchafer to fell 
them again with fbme Advantage, and 
will be apt to invite fbme other by 
their Novelty, as they did him, to 
venture upon them. And the River 
is very commodious for the Importa- 
tion of Foreign Goods, which are 
brought up to the City in Hoys and 
Yachts, ana Country Boats, with great 
Convenience and Expedition. And 
not only from Europe, but from China, 
Perfia, Arabia, and other remote pares 
of India, Ships unload abundance of 
all kinds of Goods, for the Ornament 
of the City, as well as inriching of the 
Port. 

It is renownM for Traffick through 

m commo- all Jfia, both for rich Silks, fuch as At- 

**'• laffes, Cuttanees, Soofeys, Culgars, 

Allajars, Velvets, Taflkties, and Sat- 

tins ; and for Zarbatfs frorti Perfta ; 

and the abundance of Pearls that are 

brought 
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brought hither from the Perjwt Gulph ; 
but luVewife for Diamonds, Rubies, Sa- 
phires, Topazes, and other Stones of 
Splendor and Efteem, which are ven- 
dible here in great quantities; And for 
Aggats, Cornelians, Nigganees, Desks, 
Scrutores, and Boxes neatly polifht and 
cmbellifht, which may oe purchas'd 
here at very reafonable Rates. 

The Gold of Suratt is fo very fme,»* fi*- 
that 12 or \AfprCent. may be often f'*^: 
gain'd by bringing it to Europe. And JS**-. 
the Silver, which is the fame all over 
India, out-does even the Mexico and 
Sevil Dollars^ and has lefc Allay than 
any other in the World. I never law m dipt or 
anyClipt Money there, and 'tis rare MMmty. 
if either the* Gold or Silver Coin is fal- 
fified. The Gold Moor, or Gold Rou- Gold ad 
pie, is valued generally at 14 of Sil- suvnum^ 
ver; and the Silver Roupie at TwoJ^jJj* 
Shillings Three Pence. Befides thefe 
they have Foreign Coyns, but not in 
that Plenty ; and Pice, which are made A Tict 
of Copper, Sixty of which, fbmetimes km much. 
two or three more or lefs, are valued 
at a Roupie. Lower than thefe, bitter _. 
Almonds here pals for Money, about JU/^i 
Sixty of which make a Pice. faMmtj. 

All 
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rht .?^ m ll All ftrahge Cbyn, whether Import-" 
'£*& ' «* or Exported, pays to the Mogul's' 
cm*. Officers Two and an half per Cent, ancf 
other Goods pay more. In fbme other 
&flom* Nations of the Eaft, as in China, they 

ShfoMK- * ake other Meafures - in tne i r Cuftoms, 
fordht ST not according to the Value or Quantity 
tbeUrp- of the Goods , but according to the" 
s%7 Bu "hen of the Ship, which is meafurM 
and examin'd upon her firft Arrival ; 
and upon this fuch a Cuftom is charged 
' , upon her, without «uiy Confideration 
of her Cargo. When this is paid, there- 
is Liberty granted of freighting upon, 
the Ship what Goods Men pleafe, thole 
of the richeft as well as the meaneft 
Value. An EnglifiShip there of 400 
Tuns, paid for its Cuftom 1000 Dol- 
lars. . .'• 

Mfirange - Whatever ftrange Coyn comes into 

Tdiwnat the Hands of the Me S UPs Officers, 'tis 
Suratt. melted down, and converted intoRou- 
pies, which are ftamped with the par- 
ticular Characters of the Emperour 
then Reigning. After the Emperouf's ' 
fht Reafon Death the value of it abates, may be a 

oi b U of ?ke or two in a Roupie, becaufe of its 
kf$ value Antiquity, whereby, they fay, fb much 
thm utw. of its Worth is wore off; and only the 

new 
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QCwGojn paffes currant without any 
Diminution. 

The Silks and Callicoes vendible^' fiu 
here, are either fold by the Piece, or%[ beCom 
by Cobits, which is a Meafu^e contain- 
ing 27 Inches. i** u . 

Their Rice and Corn, and other cornfiu 
Commodities which are fold with us by wn&n 
by Concave Meafures, are with them 
fold by Weight. The common Weight v 

is a Sear, which weighs 131 Ounces ^** 

Avoirdupoife ; ^nd alfb the Maundy 
which contains forty Sear. Pecks and m W» 
Bulklsl never heard of. For a<> their jjjj£ 
Kingdoms, fb are their Cuftoms in 
thefe Kingdoms quite oppofite in many stoweiodi- 
tbiQgs ; to ours. The Teeth of their Zfrt™ 
Saw$. r for Inftance, are made quite ours. 
contrary to ours ; their Locks are fa- 
fhion'dand open quite different ways; 
and the very Difpoiitions of fome Ir- 
rational Creatures vary from the Geni- 
us they retain with us; as 2&Tunquin 
tbe vigilant Dogs watch all Night to Do * s cauk 
devour the Rats and Mice, which are tci * 
there very large and troublefbm i as 
our Cats do with us. 

Goods are brought to Snratt from <Wi frm 
Agra, .their Capita* City, from Debti, £g „ . 

Baroch, sur«t. 
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Baroch, Amadavad, and other Cities no* 
ted for particular Commodities, which 
are fold off in great quantities t6 the 
Europe*ns,Turks, Arabians , Per Hans i and 
Armenians, who above any of the reft 
Travel the fartheft % fpread themfelves 
Armeni- * n a ^ P arts °f ^Jia, as well as Europe 
Mm treat and are as univerlal Merchants as any 
Mrcba*u. m the World. The Armenians are Ci- 
vil and Induftrious, their Language is 
one of the moft general in all Afia, and 
they have fpread themfelves in vaft 
Colonies very far, in Anatolia, Perfia, 
the Holy Land, Egypt, Ru$a,zxAPolo- 
nia, and range by private Perfons and 
Families, like Jews into all parts, and 
like them are as fiibtle and diligent 
in their Traffick. For they have al- 
ways had a celebrated name for Mer- 
chandife; and near them in ancient 
tihies, that is, at Phafts in Georgia, was 
kept the Golden Fleece, which was 
likely nothing elfe but a Rich and Pro- 
fitable Trade of Wool, Skins, and 
Furs, which the Northern People 
brought thither, and to which they 
now drive a Trade of fbme refem- 
blance in their coftly Tapeftries, Gro- 
jgrains, watered Chamlets, &c* And 

Jafon f 
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Jxfort, and the Greeks being the firft 
Difcoverers of the Fleece, above all 
the reft of Europe, and encountring 
many Hazards and Dangers in the firft 
Navigation ; it was laid to be guarded 
by Furies, Bulls, and an horrible Dra- 
gon, that is by men bold and well 
Armed. 

For the Carriage of their Goods, the 
luteins feldom make ufe of Horles, 
they are generally employed in the 
Mogul's fervice in War ; but bring 
them to Suratt in Waggons, upon r be Carrlm 
Dromedaries, Affes, and Camels : The age of their 
ftrength and hardinels of the Camels gjj^ in 
qualifie them extremely for the weight 
of Biirthens, and the length of the^i<*y«> 
Roads. They difpatch their Journeys £*£ "Jf 
with fbme quicknefs, and have this ad- Leg ${ a 
vantage in making fhort the way, m CmeL 
that they are obferv'd to have a Joint 
extraordinary in their hind Leg, which 
haftens and affifts their Motion, by 
the large reach which it gives them 
in their walking. They cannot walk 
upon flippery places, and are therefore 
beft fitted by Nature for Sandy Earth. 

At the time that the Camels Couple, 
the Female takes the burthen in her 

Womb 
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n$ iy* Womb in the fame pofture fhe receives 
c'Imli* ' the Load upon het back, for they both 
Copulation, lie down upon their Bellies and gene- 
rate backwards, becauie the Genitals 
of the Male are placed behind. When 
they are in cafe for Copulation, the 
Keepers are conftrainM to muzle them, 
and keep a fevere hand over them, 
A camel l ^Y are fo rampant, furious, andun- 
when beat, lucky ; and at thefe feafons the hiftful 
jJ^J^inflamM Animal will fubfift, they fay, 
live* 40 Forty Days together without Food. 
d V' F wi J h ~ The Heat and vigour of their Spirits 
keep them fprightly and alive without 
The time any Aliment. Some of the Camels go 
.£j! w *with their young above a Year. 

The Dutch fupply Surott with all 
Tra/^tl ^ m ^ °^ Spices, laving Pepper, in which 
'JriJdl* if the Englijh fliare with them. The 
i*f Dutch. Cinnamon is brought hither from Cej- 

Cty\ontbe^ on \ anc * * s cut °^ ^ rom a Tree cloath- 
cbief place ed 'with three Barks, two whereof are 
fir cmna- ftript off, which are the Cinnamon, the 
Tbe'cinna- third and moft inward, which indoles 
mon-Tree. the body of the Tree, is never toucht, 
becaufe an Incifion in it kills the Tree. 
After three Years time the two extreme 
Barks are renewed, and cover the bo- 
dy of the Tree again, and are fit ta 

be 
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be pulled off. If the. Dutch are under 
any appreheqfion of glutting the Trade 
of Europe with this fragrant Spice, and 
of abating its value by fending home 
too great an abundance, they lay it on^«* Ch- 
an- heap and burn as much of it as they n b ™™ by thi 
itoagin ufelefs for their fervice, which Dutch. 
Spicy, Mountain fends out its fragrant 
Exhalations for many Leagues into the 
Sea* 

The Gloves and, Nutmegs are con* 
vey'd hither fromfbme Iflands towards *$£££* 
Malacca, whither the Dutch fend their afford ' 
Exiled Criminals to perpetual Slavery. €tow ** d 
Upon the Out-fide of the Nutmeg is "* tme "' 
the Mace, which is cover'd again with *** »*• 
a very thick Coat^ like a green ' Wall- mg% 
Nut ; this Covering prefervM is taken 
as a high Cordial, and eaten as a Re- 
iterative with pleafare; They relate ^ Report 
a paffage fbmewhat ftrange and fur- J™ #""f 
prizing concerning the nature of the meg-free* 
Nutmeg-Tree, that it is never Planted, 
and if it be itnever thrives ; but fuch 
of them as Fruftifie and arrive at per- 
fection,* arife front a ripe Nutmeg 
fwallowed whole by a certain Bird in 
thofe Iflands, which dilgorges it again 
frithouj digefting it, and this falling 

Q^ to 
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to the ground with that (limy matter 
it brought along with it, takes root 
and grows an uieful Tree: But this 
may be a fubtle contriv'd ftory of the 
Dutch, to keep Men from endeavour- 
ing to tranfplant them. 

The Cloves grow upon a Tree, and 
cfovr/# before they come to maturity, are of 
a very delightful Colour. Before they 
are cleans'd, they are of fuch a fpungy 
attra&ive quality, that they drain any 
fkekspHth Liquids that ftand near them, and ex- 
v quality, cept the Matter of the Ship, in his con* 
veyance of them from the Iflands, 
takes care to keep them at a conveni- 
ent diftance from his Liquors, a quan- 
tity of them will in two days time 
extract and dry up a Hogs-head of 
Wine or Water. 

Thofe that Sell the Spices are not al- 
ways very fair and honeft indifpofing 
Dutch ' °f them. For fbmetimes they extract 
draw the a quantity of Oyl, or Effence, or of 
frlmthe Spirits from the Cloves, Cinnamon and 
spice*, and other Spices ; and after this, confident- 
ly feu \y expofe them for choice untainted 
m * Commoditits, and raife their Rates to 
that pitch, as if they were frefh, and 
never robb'd of their Spirits : Some 
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in Batavia, their Capital City in the 
Edfi y whither the greateft quantity of 
Spice are brought, have large Yards 
filPd with them, and kept there on 
purpofe for this Defign, firft to drain 
them of their Effences and purer qua- 
lities, and afterwards fell them for 
found Goods. For which reafon we 
fometimes meet with feveral forts of 
Spice that are very dry ana infipid, of 
little Smell or Tafte^illagfed of all their 
Oyl and Subftance. 

Befides their Goverjriour of the Caftle The Gov*- 
ofSuratt, who is always confin'd a Pri- %%*'*' 
foner within its Walls, there is ano- 
ther of the City, to whole manage- 
ment and Care is committed the Truft 
of all Civil Affairs. He receives Ad- 
dreffes from the Principal Merchants 
and Men of Note, and all Applications 
of moment from the Inhabitants are 
made to him. He generally keeps at 
home for difpatching the bufinefs of 
his Matter, or the People under his 
Care; and if he goes abroad, lie fome- 
times takes the Air upon an Elephant, 
feated in a Chair of State upon his 
back ; and befides the Keeper of the 
Beaft , carries along with him a Peon, 

Q^2 or 
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or Servant to Fan him, and drive away 
the bufie Plies and troublelbme Mui- 
ketoes : This is done with the Hair of 
a Horfe's Tail faftned to the end of a 
Atforfe. f m allftick of a Foot length, a very 
tail Fan. home i y p an? b ut y et t h e only one in 

efteem with the Grandees, and even 
theEmperour himfelf. To maintain 
the dignity of his Poft and Station, he 
maintains feveral large Elephants, and 
keeps in conftant pay and readinefs ma- 
ny Souldiers, both Horfe and Foot, to 
guard his perfon at home and abroad, 
s * and to be ready for his difpatches. 

He does not peremptorily Arbitrate 
in Cafes of moment, but when any 
matter of confequence is brought before 
him, he feldom determines it without 
the Confultation and Concurrence of 
officers in other Officers of the City, the Cogy, 
the city, the Vacanavifb, and CatouaL 

The Cogy is a Perfon skilled in the 

ogy# Municipal Laws, a£ts as Judge, and 

is confiilted in matters relating to the 

Civil Cuftoms of the Empire. 

The vaca- The Vacanavifh is the MoguPs publick 

navifh. Intelligencer, and is imploy'd in giving 

a Weekly Account from Suratt to the 

Court of India, of a 11 occurrences here 

of Truth and moment Next 
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Next to him, and fomewhat like*** Har- 
him, is another Officer called the Har- carrah * 
carrah, who harkens to all kind of 
News, whether true or falfe, liftens 
to every thing that happens, whether 
of moment or of no account, and re- 
ports to the great Mogul whatever is 
done or fpokeof; but with fb foft a 
Pen, that nothing may offend, confi- 
dering the profound veneration due to 
fuch a powerful Prince, whole Frowns 
are mortal. 

The Catoual is another Officer in the r *«c«o«. 
City, fomewhat refembling a Juftice aI * 
of the Peace, in endeavouring the fiip- 
preflion of all Enormities in the City. 
For which realbn he isoblig'd to ride 
the ftreets for prevention of Difbrder, 
thrice in the Night, at 9, 12, and j a 
Clock, 'till 5 in the Morning, at which 
Hours the Drums beat, and a large 
long Copper Trumpet founds aloud. 
The Catoual is always attended with 
feveral Peons andSouldiers arm'd with 
Swords, Lances, Bows and Arrows, 
and fome with a very dreadful Weapon, a ian V . 
a Rod of Iron about a Cubit's length, rwu Jndi- 
with a large Ball of Iron at the end, aD "'"*'"• 
which is able with eafe to dafh out the 
Q^j " Brains, 
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Brains, or break and fhatter the Bones 
at once. When he meets with a Per- 
fbn guilty of petty Irregularities, or 
ibme trivial Offence, he Confines him 
for fbmetime ; but if his Mifdemeanour 
be more notorious, he muft fmart for 
it by a Chawbuck, or Battinado. 

Tho this City is frequented' by a 
conflux of feveral Nations, and Peo- 
pled by abundance of Foreigners as well 
- as Natives, whofe rnixt Concourfe and 
mutual Conyerfations might be apt tou 
raifeTumults and Difputes, yet they ve- 
ry rarely happen, fo much as to caufe e- 
ven a flight Punifhment.And forCapital 
Infli&ions, there are feldom Criminals 
cnmes r«r$° daring as to merit or incur the Guilt 
in India, of them. Theln-offenfive Converfa- 
tionof the Gentile Indians, \\bo are 
very apt to receive, but feldom to give 
an abufe; keeps them Innocent, and 
at a diftance from all hainous Crimes, 
and tipiorous in approaching the com- 
miflion of any liich gfofs Offence, as 
Mui titer, Robbery, and fuch like ; and 
for petty Failures, a drubbing is a fii£- 
ficient Atonement topublick Juftice. 
rew put to I believe there has not been a Crimi- 
Death at na j f ot t fc s %0 y ears that -has fuffer'd a 
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Capital Punifhtnent at Suratt. There 
were, I confefs, fome Pirate*, but all of 
them EwoftMs, who were guarded 
thro* Suratt in their Journey to the 
Moguls for a Tryal of their Lives, while 
I ttayed there. 

The Power of Life and Death is the The pmer 
Emperour's Prerogative, whicft he hard- %^ A ^ 
ly vouchfates to communicate to any the bands 
Civil Judge, except they be at a di- °f fb ' £ "*- 
ftance, but referves that Authority in-* 1 ™' 
tirely tohimielf, of pronouncing the 
Sentence of Execution ; and if the Of- 
fender is at a diftance, his Crime is ma- 
ny times tranfmitted by a Meflenger 
to the Mogul, who determins fbme- 
times without lending for the Offender, 
according to the Account of the mat- 
ter that is fent him. 

In Controverfies and Decifions dipmhs *& 
Right, Oaths are adminiftred and miniftred 
made ufe of here, as tfell as in Chri- in Indw - 
ftendom. Tho 1 the timorous Bannixn 
will be apt rather to venture the lofs of 
his Caufe, than the taking an Oath, be- 
caufe of the Infamy which fwearing ob- 
tains among them. As we lay our 
Hands in fwearing upon the Holy 
Bible, fo he puts his hand upon the 
Q^ 4 venerable 



* 
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The Ban- venerable Cow, with this Imprtcatiog, 

man Oatb. ^ hg ^ ^ jr fhe ^ f thg$ fi/ ^ 

Animal, if what he fries be not true. For 
as the Chmefe endeavour a perpetuati- 
on of their Laws, aftd the preserving 
their People in Obedience, by thedreaji 
and awful Refped which they Har- 
bour towards thejr Dead Parents, 
whom they pretend are Infpe&ors of 
their Childrens Aft ions, and highly in- 
censed at their Pofterity, whenever 
they tranfgrefs, or would contrive an 
alteration of thofe Laws which they 
have left them ; lb does the Opinion of 
the Trafmigration awe the BannUn in- 
to a Angular refpeft for all Kinds of 
Beafts, efpecially the Cow, which for 
their Lives:: they would not touch, 
left they might thereby Eat the Flefh 
of that Animal, wherein they hope 
their Father's Soul has been. 
the Fourf- If any Thefts or Robberies are corn- 
er, -i mitted in the Country, the poursdary 
another Officer, is oblig'd to anfwer 
for them; who is allowed Souldiers 
and Servants under him to traverfe 
the Country, and look after the High- 
Ways, to hunt out the Robbers, and 
keep allfufpe£ted Places quiet and fafe 
. for Paffengcrs. ■ Having 
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Having given this Account of the fi- 
xation and Extent of Suratt, of its 
Strength and Buildings, and of its 
Riches and Commerce, f which are the 
ftrengthofa Nation) and likewife of 
its Goyernour and Principal Officers : 
I fliall now proceed to a Relation of 
its Inhabitants, efpecially its Natives, 
of their Cuftoms and manner of living ; 
of their Religion, their Feftivals and 
Falls ; their Marriages and Burials; of 
their Language, their Learning and 
Recreations- / 

I lhalldiftinguifh the Natives here 
into three forts; Frft, the Moors y or Afo- rbt Moors 
guls. Secondly ,the Banniws or Antient # tmxt. 
Gentiles. Thirdly, The Parfies or Goit- 
res. And firft, To treat briefly of the 
Moors, who are allowed a precedence 
to all the reft, becaulc of their Religi- 
on, which is the fame with that of 
their Prince, and for this reafon they %$£*£ 
are advanced to the moft Eminent Sta- Gentiles 
tions of Honour and Truft; are ap-^^**" 
pointed Governours of Provinces, and 
are intruded with the Principal Mili- 
tary, as well as Civil Employments. 
Very few of the Gentiles being called 
to any confiderable Truft, or incou- 
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rag'd any more, than juft to follow 
their federal Manual Occupations, or 
Merchandize. For Religion, which 
puts a Biafs upon the Mind, Intitles 
them to the Court Favours, when it 
carries a conformity to that of their 
Prince. Therefore the Gentiles are 
little efteem'd of by the Mogul, and 
contemned by the Moors, and often 
treated with Inhumanity and negleft, 
becaufe of their adhefion to the Prin- 
ciples of a Religion, which is diflferenr 
from that of the State. And yet their 
peaceable fubmiflive Deportment wins 
mightily upon the Moors, and takes 
off much of that fcornful Antipathy 
which they harbour againft them. 
The Moor$ As the Mahometan Principles indulge 

SSr1rSr f an extraorc * inar y Liberty for Women, 
but aibwdfo are they nice in the innocent allow- 
cjici«te«.ance of Wine, and ftricily prohibit the 
tafting of ftrong Liquor. The Moors 
therefore here, as in otlier Kingdoms, 
pra&ife the Ule of Concubines, ac- 
cording as their Fortunes and Abilities 
can reach towards their Maintenance ; 
by which means they fancy not only 
an impunity to themfelves, but fbme- 
thing of Merit, by propagating the 

number 



Digitized by 



Google 



The Moor Inhabitants o/Suratt. 135 

number and increafe of the Faithful. 

Yet tho' they are under a fevere re- nth Foul. 
ftraint from the Juice of the Grape, 
they are not debarred the Eating of 
Rich and delicate Food, nor from 
drefling it with fiich ftore of Spice 
and high Cordial Ingredients, as migh- 
tily invigorate their Spirits, warm their 
Stomachs, and inflame the Vital Heat. 
Cloves and Arnber-Grefe, Cinnamon 
and other fragrant Oriental Spices, do 
often help to compound their Dilhes 
ofPalau, and other Meats that are in 
ufe among them, in the Families of 
Men of Fortune and Eftates. Some of 
whom, notwithftanding their Pro- 
phet, thro 1 whole Prohibition they 
are reftrain'd from Wine, will yet 
privately be as Licentious therein, as 
other Perlbns who are allow'd to drink 
it with moderation. And many of d*** 
them take the liberty of mixing Dutra «*«&#*. 
and Water together to drink,without a- tH Htfbm 
ny privacy or fear, which will intoxi- 
cate almoft to Madnels, when they are 
in the humour of gulping it freely ; and 
this lometimes puts them beyond their 
Native tender Deportment, and forces 
them upon fuddain Bold Attempts. 
'Tis commonly obferv'd concerning 

Shis 



Digitized by 



Google 



i^6 A Voyage to Surate. 

this Herb Dutra, that whatever Hu- 
mour prevails in any perjon at the time 
of his drinking it to Excels, that Tenir 
per continues with him in the high T 
eft pitch, 'tijl the inebriating quality 
abates. If he is Melancholy, he is 
then rais'd to the utmoft degree of 
Sadnefs ; If Amorous, he is all Love 
and Flame ; if he is Merry, he is then 
a perfeft Antick, And pouring cold 
Water upon the Leggs, removes thefe 
exceflive Humours, and reftores them 
to their Senfes and Sobriety agaia 
The Englijb and other Europeans fome- 
times in their pleafant Frolicks, are 
pleas'd to divert themfelves with thefe 
gay Humours and ftrange Actions, by 
taking a chearful Draught or two of 
this Liquor. 
Kmnini * When any grievous Difafter hap- 
M "* f pens to a Man, which he finds himfelf 
unable to fuftain through difquietnefs 
of Mind and anguiflh of Spirit, 'tis very 
cuftomary upon the Coaft of Malabar, 
for fiich an unfortunate perfon to make 
his Application to a large Dofe of this 
Herb for his Relief; which chafes and 
ferments him to fiich a pitch; that 
withaCatarry orBagonetinhishand 
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he firfl: falls upon thofe that are hear 
him, whether Parents, Wife or Child, 
killing and {tabbing as he goes ; and 
then in the fame mad Frenzy runs a- 
long the Streets and High- Ways, and 
blindly Executes the fame Fate upon all 
he meets with, 'till at length by fbme 
Martial Hand he falls himfelf, and ends 
his Life in that bitter Fit. Thefe that 
run thus are called Amouki, and the do- 
ing of it Running a Muck. And for this 
reafbn, to prevent all Mifdemeanours of 
Perfons heated with Arak, or any ftrong 
Liquor, dees the King of Siam forbid Dm^d 
any one to enter into his Palace ; and mt n «- 
all that do, or are fufpe&ed, muft &%*££ 
low the Porter to fmell their Breath palace. 
before they pafs the Gates. Thofe that Arak,frMn 
pretend to the underftanding of the de- " t b j£\l>* 
rivation of this word Arak, deduce it 
from the^r^/'dr,wherein they fay it fig- 
nifiesSweat,and metaphorically EfTence, 
and by way of Excellence Aqua Viu. Of 
this fort of Liquor there are two kinds Tmfwt* 
moft famM in India, the Goa and Bengal °f u * 
Arak, befidesf that which is made at 
Batavia. Bengalis a much ftronger Spi- 
rit than that of Goa, tho' both are made 
ufe of by the Europeans in making 

Punch 
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Punch, and are bought at both places 
at very low rates. Arak is diftilled 

its rm*e.ftom Rice, and fometimes from Toddy 
the juice of a Tree, and is prefcrib'd 
in healing the Griping of the Gutts. 
Stronger than this is another Com- 
pound-Liquor made in India, which is 
diftilled from Black Sugar mixt with 
Water, with the bark of the TreeBa- 

}*pt**k.bo\A y this is called Jagre Arak; it is as 
hot as Brandy, and is drunk in Drams 
by the Europeans. 

But the Coco and the Palm-Tree af- 
^ ford a pleafant Juice from their Head 

Uqww and upper Branches, which the Moors \ 
as well as Europeans drink of plentiful- 
ly- A Quart of it may be got for a 
Pice or two, and is fb ftrong that it 
turns the Brain as fbon as Englijb Beer; 
for want of which the Sailers take up 
with this Juyce to refrefh themlelves, 
when the Ships Anchor near the Shoar; 
for no Malt drink is made in India. 
It diftils from the Tree into Earthen 
Jars, which are fixt to the Branches of 
the Coco-Tree, when they are cut off 
to a Foot length ; and are put to the 
Hole in the Palm Tree, which by in- 
cifion is made one Inch deep, and three 

wide ; 
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wide ; and in one Nights time a Jar 
containing above a Quart will be filled 
with the Juyce of one Tree, When it 
diftils into a Jar that has been former- 
ly us'd, it fuddainiy taints and grows 
harfh f and turns fower in iefs than the 
fpace of 24 Hours : In the Mprning it is 
kxative,and coftive in the Evening.The • 
name of this liquor is Toddy ; but the* 1 **** 
Neri which is drawn from the Arequier 
Tree in a frefh Earthen VefTel, is as 
fweet and pleafant as Milk, but more 
lively, without any mixture of a 
hard or fharp Tafte. Several Euro- 
ferns pay their Lives for their immode- 
rate Draughts, and too frankly Carou- 
fing thefe chearful Liquors, with which 
when once they are inflam'd, it renders 
them fb reftlefs and unruly, efpecially 
with the additional heat of the Weather, 
that they fancy no place can prove too 
cool, and fo throw themfelves upon 
the ground, where they deep all Night 
in the open Fields, and this commonly 
produces a Flux, of which a multitude A Receift 
in India die. The fecureft way here for preven- 
ter preferving Health after an excels in ilon °f F * 
drinking, and an intemperate draught *mmJ!** 
of any ftrong liquor, is to keep clofe 
after it under fome convenient Cover- 
ing 
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ing, and to digeft it by keeping Waring 
and fleeping out the Fermentation. 

The Moguls feed freely on Beef ot 
Mutton, or the Flefh of any other 
Creature which is not accounted un- 
swmsflefb clean among them ; but Swines-flefh is 
Soot** unc * er a disrepute, and held among 
them an Abomination. Yet the Gran- 
dees will tafte of this, as well as Wine, 
and will not flick at the Eating it at 
a private Collation. For an Ettgtifb 
a swy of Agent, by a frequent Interview with 
fomMoon the Governour of a City, arrivM at 
Jpjiii length to that familiarity with him, 
d/4 Kid. that he took the liberty of Inviting 
him and fbme Intimates more, to a 
friendly Entertainment of Perfi/m and 
European Wines. The Governour com- 
ing to it, was fo Charm'd with the 
welcome which he received, becaufe 
the Wine had that influence on his Hu- 
mour and Palate, that upon his depar- 
ture he ftept to the Agent and told him, 
he defign'd him fuddenly another Vi- 
fit, and withal defir'd from him a 
couple of young Kidds of the Agent's 
preparing, and whifpering to him pri- 
vately, he told him he meant young 
Piggs. The Agent expreffed his humble 

Senfe 
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Sejife of the Honour they had Vouch- 
fdPd him, and his fatiste&ion at the 
freedom they had taken ; and withal 
affur'd them, that fiich an Evening the 
Kids fhould be provided for their com- 
ing. He inftantly fent abroad his Ser- 
vant, for procuring him two of the 
fatteft Pigs that could be met with, 
and order'd them to be roafted againft 
the time appointed ; and pulling off 
their Skin, and cutting off their Heads 
and Feet, had them brought before the 
invited Guefts. They rejoyc'd at the 
fight of them, and when they had taft- 
ed, applauded the delicacy of the 
Meat, eat it with abundance of delight, 
and boafted that they had never ieen: 
any fiich plump Kids, whole relifh out- 
did any thing they had ever tailed j 
and heartily wifht for the opportunity 
of fiich another Repair, and the liberty 
of Banqueting frequently upon fuch 
Dainties. They admir'd the Chriftians 
Indulgence in fiich noble Liquor, and 
fuch exquifite Fare; and believ'd that 
the unconfin'd Luxury in Eating was* 
equal to the pleafiireof their defirable 
variety of Women ; and that the Car- 
nal Exceffes approv'd by Mahomet do ! 

ft not 
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not outvie the wiconitrain'd Liberty 
which the Chriftians take in fiimptu- 
ods Repafts, and fuch kind of Luxu- 
rious Senfuality. 

The Moors are only bound to 4 ab- 
ftain from Unclean Beafts, and load 
their Tables with Filh and Fowl, and 
other Fare. And it is only among 
^JjJ^them that the Butchers kill the Meat, 
m m "'and fell it to ftrangers ; for the Indians 
will fcarce look upon a mangled Car- 
kafs. A Butcher with them is little kfs 
than a Murtherer, but of all Vocations 
that is the raoft odious with them. 
Tke Faft The Moors with a very rigid and 
Juan*** avowed Abftinence, obferve every Year 
one Month, a Faflywhich they term the 
Ramezan, during which time they are 
fb feverely abftemious, that they ffretch 
not their Hands to either Bread or Wa- 
ter, 'till the , Sun be fet, and the Stars 
appear; no, not the Youths of 12 or 
1 3 Years of Age. Which makes the 
Penance fb much the more rigorous and 
troublefome, in that a draught of Wa- 
ter in thofe warm parching Climates is 
fb very neceffaty, and lb refrefhing to 
fuch as are ready to faint with Thirft. 
This Faft is not kept always at the 
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fame Seafbn of the Year, but begins its 
date Annually more early by Eleven 
Days; When I was at Sumt t this 
mortifying Cuftom was about the 
Month ofSeftember, at which time the 
Moors would begin to refrefh them- 
felvcs about the clofc of the Evening, 
and Eat then freely ; and by an Early 
Collation in the Morning, before the 
dawning of the Light, prepare them- 
Iclves for the drought and heat of the 
following Day. The Almighty, they *£*£ 
told us, required from hlAmi, thiES* 
his followers Ihould be oblig'd to this 
Aufterity, the whole Circuit of the 
Year ; but that the Holy Prophet, in 
compaffion to the Faithful, obtain'd 
from God the confinement of it only to 
a Month, which would therefore hiohly 
aggravate their Crime, if they negFeft- 
ed the Dedication of fo fmall a Portion 
of the Year to this Religious AWtinence, 
tho' theobfervance of it had been in- 
joyn'd after a more rigorous manner 
than it is. And to add to the Sanctity 
Of this Celebrated and lblemn Faft, the Mui- 
their Mullahs, a&ed with afacred Zeal, lahi d«w 
and lively concern for the Souls of the timh 
People, will at this time ipend whole 
R 2 Nights 
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Nights in the Mnffeets y in chanting a- 
loud alternately tbeir Divine Hymns, 
'till the approach of day breaks up 
' their Devotions : And fo they can* 
pleat their Faft, according to the ftrift* 
eft Rules ofthemoft rigid Afieticks, by 
mixing Prayers and Watchings witn 
their Abftinence ; in which, as well as 
in their Publick Prayers and Religious 
Worfhip, they tie themfeives up to a 
veyy nice and devout ftri&nefs, and be- 
have themfeives with all thofe decencies 
of Refpeft, with that aftonifhing Re- 
verence in the Mujfeets, as not to defile 
them with either their Eyes or Lips ; 
not daring lb much as to turn their 
Heads to gaze about, or utter the leaft 
word to one another. Which profound 
Tktir de- Refpe£t cafts an obloquy and defervM 
eentR s e fa. Reproach upon fome Profeffors of a 



ws 



viour. much purer Religion, and more Holy 
Faith, whofe carelefs Deportment and 
familiar Addrefs difcountenance all the 
Religious decorum of Prayers, and 
might tempt thofe Heathens to con- 
elude,, that our Devotions were rather 
fbnje light Diverfion, than the effe&s 
of ferious and lacred Thoughts. 

The 
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The Moguls are very profufe in their ^ p**e~ 
Funeral Expences ; as well at the time ral,C0 J i ^ 
of their Friend's deceafe, as at feveral 
others within the compafs of a Month 
when they think themfelves ingag'd at 
their publick Invitations to lavifh away 
immoderateCoft to theirFriend'sMemo- 
ry,enough almoft to link a rich Fortune. 
Befides the fblemn yearly Celebration 
of an Expenfive Feaft for all the Friends 
and Relatives,in Honour of the Depart- 
ed ; that they may revive the kindnefs 
they entertained for the Virtues and Af- 
fe&ion of him they lament, and that 
they may keep up the Idea of his Per- 
lon and Endowments. At this time 
too tht Tomb is deckt with Lamps, 
and belet with bright Illuminations, as 
Emblems of his ihining Excellencies 
and Perfe&ions. 

The dead Corps is carried after our the Moors 
manner on a Bier upon Mens fhould- m ** n ? r k 
ers, decently dreft and beautifyed with ******* 
Flowers, and attended with the com- 
pany of Friends and Relations to the 
place of Burial The Grave is Arched 
under Ground fb high, that a Man 
may fit under its Roof ; to this Intent, 
that when the Angel at the Day of 
R j Judg- 
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Judgment fliall come and ask them, 
Whether they are Muffulmen? They 
may fit up in their Graves, and an- 
fwer, Tea. Some of them are report- 
ed to be skilled in preferving a Corps 
a charm f rom Putrefa&ion a confiderable time, 
?£r*only with the Repetition of fome 
few Words, and without the Art or 
Expenfe of Egyftitn Embalming, to 
keep it from Corruption, only with a 
Verbal Charm. 
rbtir And as their Minds are wrought in : 
Tombs pu. to an Averfion againft ours, by the 

" d """■*- Contrariety of their Faith, when they 
ry * mt. were ^.^ , fo the y wo ^ 1 j c i f eem to con . 

tinue that Antipathy even beyond the 
ftroke of Death, to the very Confine- 
ment of the Grave, by placing their 
Corps in a quite contrary Pofition to 
ours, which are laid from Eaft to 
Weft, as theirs are athwart from North 
to South. 
TfcMoon The Language .of the Moors is diffe- 
imkcui* rent from chat of the ancient Original 
*«"***■ Inhabitants of India, but isoblig'd to 
'* thefe Gentiles for its Charaders. # For 
though the Moors Dialect is peculiar to 
themfelves, yet is it deftitute of Let- 
ters to exprefs it ; and therefore in all 
their Writings in their MotherTongue, 

they 
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they borrow their Letters from the 
Heathens, or from the Perfianspr other *** cmt 
Nations. The Court Language is Per- pjgj*' 
fian, which obtains with alfthe Honou- 
rable Omrah$ y and with all Perfbns 
of Ingenuity and polite Converfation 
through the Empire, which creates an 
Ambition of dreffing their Speech as 
well as Writing in that favourite Style. 
For Foreign Languages in Afia, as well 
as Europe, invade the ufe of the Mo- 
ther Tongue with Princes, and their 
Minifters of State ; as here the Perfian 
prevails ; in Perfia the Ottoman Lan- 
guage ; and at the Auguft Port the A- 
rabian Tongue. 

*Tis obfervable that the Introdu&ion 
of a Language concurs towards com- 
pleating the Conqueft of a Nation ; 
which yet the Moguls have not been 
able to effeft in India, neither totally 
to reduce the old Natives to a chearful 
undifturb'd compliance with the Go- 
vernment: But a potent Rajah Is tem- F ^ /<w ' 
pted to raile new Factions now and^*^ lB . 
then to difturb the Affairs of the Mogul y dia. 
and give Diverfion to his Army. And 
zealous of the Tradition of their An- 
ceftors, maintain not only their own 

Tongue, 

a 4 
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Tongue, but as much as poflible their 
ancient Cuftoms and Opinions, and 
ftart new Objections againft their pre- 
(ent State, the better to aflfert their Pri- 
mitive Liberty again j and the indent 
PofTefEon of thofe Kingdoms, which 
their Progenitors for fb many Ages by 
immemorial Cuftom h^d formerly r<?- 
tain'd. 
tht Bra- Indeed the Bramins, who are derived 
mm Lan- f ro ; m Brawor/ y who(t\iey fay) w^s one of 
^ Hfm the firft Men that inhabited the World, 
have a Language ufed among them, 
but very difficult to bp attained, which 
feveral of themfelves therefore under- 
ftand not. It is the Learned Language 
among them, called the Sanfcreet, and 
is the fame with them as Latin is wif h 
us. In this the Records of their Na- 
tion, the Mvfteries of their Theology, 
the Books or their Religion and "Phno^ 
ibphy, and the Fables of their Priefts^ 
are writ; wherein are feveral weak 
and lpofe Opinions, difcovering theif 
Ignorance both of the Duration of this 
World, and the State and (Condition of 
the next. I wanted that opportunity 
I wilh'd for, of enquiring more parti* 
qularly into the feveral Myfteries of 

thexr 
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jtheir Religion. Befides, few of the 
learned Bramins live near Suratt. 

The Paper-Books, in vulgar ufe a- ra taper- 
mpng the Inhabitants of I*dia,on which Book? in 
they write, are long Schrowls of Pa- India# 
per, lometimes Ten Foot in length , 
and a Foot broad, fbwed together at 
the upper end as many long Sheets as 
the occafion of the Writing requires. 
The Pen they write with is the ancient rtm?aa. 
Calamus, or Reed, about the thicknefs 
of a large QoofeQuilL And lome of 
their Standifhes are made long and ibnrstm* 
fquarp, and above an Inch broad, and di ^ tm 
ot fufficient length to contain both 
Pens, and a place for Ink. 

Their manner of Writing is neither nth waj 
dire&ly forwards nor backwards, nor «/"****' 
in a ftreight Line downwards, like the 
Chinefe from the upper to the lower 
part of the Paper ; out it is a Medium 
between both , from the uppermoft 
Corner of the left to the lowermoft 
porner of the right, flanting gradual- 
ly downwards ; efpecially when they 
write any l^otes o$ Epiftles to one ano- 
ther. 

Their Paper by its Slicknefs and r j eF ^ r . 
Smoothnefs appears fliining, which is 

of 
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of ordinary ufe; but that which they 
write upon, either to th#Emperour, or 
Perfbns of Confequence, is gilt all on 
the Surface , as ours is only on the 
edges, with fbme finall Flowers inter- 
fpened here and there for Ornament. 
Th cwtr- For the Security of Letters fent a- 
»*/»'*"• broad to the principal Minifters,or the 
tim Emperour, they are inclos'd in a large 
hollow Bambou of a Foot length, at one 
end of which is a Head or Cover two 
Inches long, which after the Letter is 
put in, is join'd clofe to the Bambou, 
and upon that joining the Seal is fixt, 
to prevent taking out the Letter with- 
out breaking the Seal. This preferves 
the Letter neat and clean, unfullied by 
Rain or Duft, or being carried from 
Hand to Hand ; fb that kt the Jour- 
ney be never lb tedious, this Re- 
fpe£ always accompanies the Letter to 
him it was lent to, that in opening of 
v it, he finds it as neat and fair as it was 
when it was firft fealed up. The Co- 
vers of Paper which are put upon our 
Letters in Europe, bear fbme refem- 
blance to the Civility of the Indian 
Bambou. 

Upon 
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Upon their Chops , as they call 
theoHoi India, or Seal* engraven, are 
only Chara&ers, generally thofe of their 
Name, upon Gold, or Silver, or Cor- 
nelian Stones. Coats of Arms in India, m cuts 
are not heard of; for no Man is here-^4 ,rw 4 i,, 
ditary there, either to Eftatq or Ho- n M# 
nours, thofe afl depend upon the Breath 
and Pleafiire of the Mogul, who is the 
lole Fountain of Honour and Riches, 
who blafts the Fortune of his Subje&s, 
or raifes them by his Favour, as he 
thinks fit. There every Man's Title 
and Eftate are as mortal as himfelf, die 
with him y and return to the Difpofal of 
th§ Soveraign. 

The Indians in fending their Letters No ?*/?# 
abroad have not learnt the convenience *"'• 
of the quick Difpatches of our Pofts : 
APattamar, i.e. a Foot Meflenger, is 
generally employed to carry them to 
the remoteft Bounds of the Empire. So 
that whenever the Englifb are under a 
beceflity of writing to Bengal, Maderas, 
or any other part oilndofian, a. Perfon is 
fent on purpofe upon the Errand? 

Neither have they endeavoured tdjapriir/ 
tranfcribe our Art of Printing; that *«*"*. 
Would diminifh the Repute and Live- 
lihood 
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lihood of their Scrivans, who main- 
tain numerous Families by the Peri. 
But they can imitate a little the Englijb 
manner of Binding Books. 
N6 im. They have not many Learned among 
r«*m*n* them,to remove any Defe&s that might 
iJt&f** ^ e f° un( i m t ^eir common Stile, or to 
improve their Language, fo venerable 
for Antiquity, and prefervation of its 
felf for fo many Ages without any 
known Alteration. It is otherwife in 
Eurofe, where Foreign Words are na- 
turalized for embelliming the Elegancy 
of Speech, which has been more par- 
ticularly defignM in Germany ; and for 
compleating which the Enaperarr 
founded the Swain-Society, as Cenfors of 
the Language, to corred and refine, to 
alter and amend whatever they found 
unpolifliM or amift. But Dr. Kjmpfire, 
an ingenious Traveller, and German 
Phyfician, who told me this, told me 
likewife, that they exterminate all ex- 
otick Words, however proper or fpeci- 
fick, by a Confinement to thole of their 
Mothe* Tongue, tho* loaded with Cir- 
cumlocutions. This Method, methinks, 
cannot fo much refine, as debafe, the 
Speech ; which being an Inftrument 

of 
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of conveying the Ideas of things to the 
Mind, muft needs increafe its Excel- 
lence, by how much the more parti- 
cular and diftinguiflhing Chara&ers it 
reprefents them by ; and this Excel- 
lence depends upon the Idiom of 
Words. 

In Journeying, or in taking the Air, 
the Moors are not only accommodated JJ 1 Hofm 
with delicate Horfes bred in India, but 
have conveyed hither from Perfia and 
Arabia Horfes fowell turn'd, and of 
fuch admirable Shapes, that a Thou- 
fand Roupies is eafily flink in the Price 
of one of the more ordinary that are 
brought hither. Some of them are 
train'd up, and excel in Management 
as well as Shape ; but their Care of 
them is equal to neither of thefe Ex- 
cellencies ; for inthefhooing of them, 
'tis commonly done lb inartificially, 
that they eafily batter their Hoofs, and 
expofethem to furbating with a very 
moderate Journey. 

The Vulgar are not mounted on e*** rid 
thefe ftately Steeds,but they are pleas'd +;£% 
with getting upon a finall Ox, as their ftead of 
Pad, to carry them in the Town, or H "f* im 
round the Country. They afcend them 

as 
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as We do bur Horfes, equipp'd with a 
foft Cufhion inftead of a Saddle, and 
a long Rope thruft through the Carti- 
lage, which feparates the Noftrils, 
knotted on each fide, which fupplies 
the ufe of a Bridle. And thus at a good 
round eafie rate they travel upon the 
ambling horntt Beaft, either longer 
Journeys, or fliorter Stages, as they 
pleafe. 
Hacitpui Their Hackeries likewife, which 
jr*wn by are a jjj^ f Q)a C h w ith two Wheels, 

0xe "' are all drawn by Oxen, which though 
they are naturally heavy Beafts, and 
flow in their Motions, yet by conftant 
and long Exercife they acquire a great 
Facility and Speed of Foot in draw-» 
ing the Hackeries, lb as to vie with one 
another in Swiftnefs for Wagers in run- 
ning Races. Some of their Oxen are 
a Urge very large and tall ; and all their black 
B„mp be- Cattel, both of this kind, and theBuf- 
SZSiri foloes, are remarkable for a big piece 
oftbtbUck of Flefh that riles above Six Inches 
eattie. high between their Shoulders, which 
is the choiceft and delkateft piece of 
Meat upon them, efpecially put into a 
M4»tu Dtfhof palau. The Buffolo is gene- 
rally larger than an Ox, but a very 

fbwr 
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fbwr untra&abie Animal, by which 
means he is ufelefs to the Natives in 
the convenience of Riding, or of Hac- 
keries, and is generally employ'd in 
carrying large Rigs of Frefli Water on 
each fide, from the Tanques to the 
Houfes. They afleft no gaiety of Trap- 
pings or of Harnafs upon their draught 
Oxen, but delight to fee their Horns ?/**» 
fet off with Brafc or Silver made hoi- %% %' 
low, of three or four Inches length, mtisiiver 
fixt to the tip of them, with a long 
Chain of Silver reaching from the end 
of each Horn to the middle of the 
Head, and there fattened. 

The Hackeries are made of a fquare rbt Dtt 
Figure, as our Coaches, but the Seat f„^thi *f 
is flat, not rais'd with Cuihions to« H4 «^/- 
lean upon. They can carry three or 
four perfbns, and are all open on the 
fides, but lupported at each Corner, 
and in the middle by Pillafters. Some 
of better fafhion are hung round, with 
an Imperial over Head to fence off the 
fcorchlng Rays of the Sun, and with 
a Carpet fpread under to fit upon. 

Thofe whofeWealth is able tofiipport p*/,*^, 
it, are pompoufly carried upon Men's 
fhoulders in Palanquins, whole carri- 
age 
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ageisaseafie and pleafant as that ot 
our Chairs in the Streets of London, but 
far . furpaffeth them in point of State 
and quick difpatches of a Journey. Four 
or Six Servants fupport the Palanquins, 
with others that attend and relieve 
them by turns* who will with eafe car- 
ry it twenty or thirty Miles a Day, It 
hangs like a Cradle upon a Bamboti 
five or fix Inches in the Diameter, and 
near four and twenty Foot long ; Arch- 
ed in the middle for the convenience 
of him that fits in it, and fuftaining 
the Hangings with which it is covered ; 
but it is ftreight above five Foot at each 
end, where the Servants carry it upon 
their ihoulders. Ballifters of four or 
five Inches thicknefe fupport it; the 
fides of it are curioafly wrought, ami 
richly plated with Gold or Silver; 
the Covering is made of fine Silk ; the 
Cufhions within are generally of rich 
a%but 'S^baftjWith the choiceftCarpets fpread 
'sit™ or under them. Here the great Men 
QM s»ftretch themfelves at eafe, as it were 
*■*• upon a Couch, and hereby they avoid 
that Heat and ruffling of their Spirits, 
which either the motions of a Horfe 
or a Hackery might caufe, and 

which 
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Which in theft Kingdoms is lb vtty 
troublelbme: The Ahticnt Romdns 
Us'd fbmething like & Palanquin^ as 
Jtrvehal in his- fif ft Satyr, tells us^ 
Caujidtci novajum vent At leftucaMathonis 
Plena iffe \ J 

. When they take the Air, either in 
Palanquins or othertoife, they ufually 
frequent thfe cooleft Grotfes^ and the 
pleafant Gardens? adjacent to the City, 
tefrefht either by the River Taffy, 
or by Water convey'd int6 their 
Tanques, or Ponds. And here the Dan- jjjjj^. 
cing Wenches, or Quenchenies, enter- m "' 
tain you, if you ple&fe,- with their 
fprightly Motions^ and foft charming 
Afpe£s, whh fiich amorous Glances^ 
and (b taking irrefiftibk a Mien, that 
as they cannot but gain an Admiration 
from alii fb they frequently Captivate 
a zealous Rich Spectator, and make 
their Fortunes and Booty of the In* 
chanted Admirer. 

^ r tit G adit and canoro 

Incipat frurire choto, piadftifi frobatd Jur. $*t: 

Ad t err dm tremulo defendant cluntftielU. ll * 

One of the prirtcipal Perfbns about S*i<- 
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rat, was tiros furpriz'd andinfrar'd 
while I was there, and loft both bm* 
ielf, his Fortune, and hjs Friends, in 
their eager Admiration. For they are 
Educated in the lmproveme,ut of all 
that is gay and entertaining, they ftf 
themfelves off with ftch advantage^ by 
a Rhetorical took and taMflg Air; 
wherein they fhew an unparajlell'4 
Mafter-piece ofArt, that, a grave £*. 
rofew will fierce 3d venture himtelf in 
the fight of their. inOnuating Tempta- 
tions, and eharfnjng deportment. 
sttmtgt Among the Men, whole Imployment 
sbiwi. if; js tp, diver; $pe$ators with amazing 
Shows and Sight?, fomctheyfoy, wiU 
take in their Hands a Clew -of Thread, 
and throw it upwards in tyfi Air till 
it all unravels, and then chmbipg up 
themfelves py this: tender Thrpad to 
the top of it, prefeetty fall dowft pieces 
meal upon the Qrpnnd ; and when aU 
is dropt, unite again the parted Mem- 
bers. Others are laid to raife a Man- 
go-Tree, with ripe Fruit upon its 
Branches, in the fpace of one or two 
Hours. To confirm which Relation, 
it was affirmed confidently to me, that 
a Gentleman who had pluckt one of 
r thefe 
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ihsfe Mabgnss* feH ftck upon it, arid 
was aeysr wel| as long as lie kept it, ' 
MH Jb&confiilted a J?r4w//* for hisiHeakh, 
;wl}Qi£MfctibM hia only Remedy would 
itft thtwfloiriiig of ^he Mafigd, hy ivftich 
<te wa* ©JftOr'd to hist Health again: 
- Pabcacg Snalf e& kept tame! in Bask- Jjjgj* 
m are ioyery whefe common; their * 4 
Xttperifrufe them. as familiarly as we 
do ffup$ues, take them in their* Handsy 
and fcpaetimes forcf them to bit* their 
fkih .-without, apy coxifeGjudnc h**ffafc 
He fh»€arnies them about), plays up- 
on .a Pip© when he expofes them, at 
thenoijfe of which the Snake will foifs, 
fpread bis Head and throw it about. 

We had? brought; into our Fa&ory a i*i* 
©Bee a oaofc Snak*, of that bignefs and l^JVd 
tengtli, >that one dfthe Fowls of thes^. 
krgeftr'fifcdi wa$ fallowed whole by 
it, with all the iseajhers on,i n my fight ; 
k ifcft began with the Head of theFowl, 
aadthea twifting its Body abqut the 
Body of the Fowl* fqt^ezed it clofe, to 
facilitate the Pafiage. The Fowl 
Screeched, once at the firft feiaing, and! 
afterwards lay dead; !The Snake ftrug- 
led ibmetime with thfe Bulky part of 
the Body before i* could get it down > 

S 2 but 
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but as fbon as it was once fwallow'd, 
it found a fpeedy paffage to the middle 
of the Snake, which lay there ftretcht 
and fwell'd, 'till the natural Heat, in 
left than 24 Hours, had digefted both 
the Bones and Feathers. This was an 
extraordinary Morfel, and far fiirpat 
fing that ordinary Food upon which 
the Snakes do commonly feed. But 
there is much more danger thandiver- 
fion from thefe Serpents in Indta y where 
they are fb numerous, that the unwary 
Traveller is often expos'd to the fatal 
efle&s of their fudden Venom. For 
a Peon of mine, named Gemal, walk- 
ing abroad in the Graft after the Rains, 
was unfortunately bit on a fudden 
by one of them. The latent Snake 
t willed unawares about his Leg, and 
in a fhort time brought him to the 
Ground, by caufing in him an imme- 
diate deliquium ofSpirk, almoft even 
to Expiration. The Servants who 
were ttanding by, amaz'd at the acci- 
dent, called immediately upon an Eng- 
Hfb Merchant, who haftenM towards 
him with afpecial Medicine for his Re- 
covery. The thing which he carried 
about him, and which inftantly apply- 

ed, 
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cd, is a Specifick againft the Poifbn of 
Snakes, cured him, and therefore ob- 
tains the Name of Snake-ftone. It isne s*ak* 
a fmall artificial Stone, aimoft flat,s/o»f. 
only with a little protuberance in the 
middle, and of a gray Colour. The 
Compofition of it is Afhes of burnt 
Roots, mixt with a kind of Earth, 
which is found at Diu, belonging to 
the Portuguefe ; and thofe are burnt to- 
gether again, out of which Pafte the 
Stones are formed. They are not all 
alike Coloured, but thofe that have re- 
ceived more of the Fire, are thereby 
inclined to a lighter Gray, the others 
are a little more dark/ This Stone RsVntm. 
Cures by the application of it to the 
part invenom'd, to which it immedi- 
ately fticks faft, and by its powerful 
Attraction fucks back the infusM Ve- 
nom, 'till its Pores are full. Then like 
a glutted Horfe- Leach it falls off, and 
diigorges the replenifht Pores in Milk 
(the propereft liquor for this purpofe) 
which by difcolouring, it renders livid. 
Upon this it recovers new ftrength, 
and its Alexipharmick quality again, 
and is fpeedily prepared for a frefh 
Draught of Poilbn, if any remains in 
S 3 the 
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the affiled fart, *tfll it cfufre ^iffa^s 
whatever tlic venomous Serpent had 
immited; which mafcestliofe Goanter- 
poiforis in great efteem agairift all "ex- 
ternal Attacks upon the Body ; as the 
•Cordial- Antidotes are moft valuable for 
expelling or fubduing any Poy&tfv in- 
wardly receiv'd. The double cExcel- 
knce of this Stdne recommends its 
worth very highly, in that a lktfe of it 
v rcrapedofF,andmixtwitliWineior ! fonTe 

other proper vehicle, and inwardly ta- 
ken, is reputed one df the moft pow- 
erful Medicines a'gainft'aiiy Malignant 
Fevers or Irife&ious DHeafes, that is 
known ; and much excels tlte dclerv- 
edlyfam'd <jafpr Antoni^ orGoa Stone, 
//n-fa »r;The trial of thefe Stones is made by 
*H« fixing them to the Roof of the Mouthy 
to. which if they ftickfeft, 'tis a fign 
they are genuine, if they eafily faH 'off, 
fictitious. Another method for know* 
ing the true Stones from the Counter* 
feit, is to hnmerfe them in a Glafe df 
Water, where, after a while, if feme 
light Ebullitions rile from them, ain<5 
alcend through the Body of the Watery 
this likewife is an approved Sign that 
the Stone is not fpuriousv The £**■ 
'*••■ ' r of earn 
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rtipejvv, for the3eqifrity of thcmfeives 
agaiHft the Danger of thefe Serpents, 
which at e every where fo common in 
India, carry always about them one of 
thefe Stones inclofed in a Heart. Of 
Gold \ ' fixt to a Golden Chain, which 
hangs about their Necks. 

A burning Coal is boafted Co be able Jj «£• 
to effe& the lame Cure, as the Snake- 2/c££" 
Stone does > and to heal, the Venom of 
Serpents, or flinging of Scorpions, by 
gradually drawing out all the.Poyfon, 
when it is applied very near the 
Wound ; which is not eafily vext or 
incommoded by the Fire, by reafbn 
that the acutenefs of the VenOm a* 
bates the fenfiblenefs of the Heat of the 
Fire, and keeps it ofE 

As the Kipgdom of Jndoftm is Very 
touch annoy 'd by the multitude of 
thefe venomous Creatures, which lurk 
in all Coverts and {eeret places, lb is4t 
ftockt With Medicines extraordinary a- 
gaittft their Harm. The wife De(igoa>- 
tioftof Heaven providing all things for 
the Convenience, as well as Neccmty, 
both of Kations and particular Crea- 
tures, by ftiting Remedies peculiar to 
each ones Exigence, and appropriating 

S 4 agree- 
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agreeable Circumftances to the parti-, 
cular Natures of all. Therefore as 
inward Poyfbns prevail in thefe parts, 
as ^vell as outward ; Co do Medicines 
likewife,which are available for abating 
arid expelling both of them. For be? 
fides feveral Poyfbnous Herbs which 
grow in India, the old Natives of Bin- 
$<g*t V*igd affirm , that if Sugar be kept fw 
bpthtoj* Thirty Years, it is as dangerous, as 
finm. qy^. anc j eflFe^tual Poyfbn as any. 
Tbelfai One of the Antidotes, above all the reft, 
diive Coco- is the celebrated Mddiye Coco-nut, of 
■ '- : which this Encomium is given by Pifoj 
inhkManttffa Jrxma^ca y zt the latter 
end of BdnttuS) Vera cum Gloria fr*di* 
tare tion dubitb y Antiftittm Jlexipbarma- 
corum Coccum nofirum effe, exferimentif 
induUt&us hon falla&m. That is, He 
can truly boaft by many infallible Ex- 
periments, that there is no Alexiphar- 
'tnick goes beyond the M/ildfat Coco- 
nut. He prefcribes four Scruples, or 
from half a Drachm to a wjioie, to be 
taken in proper Liquor, which he af- 
. firms prevails miraculoufly to the Cure • 
itsyirtuesi not only of Ipternal Poyfbns, but migh- 
; tily helps forward Women in Labour, 
as he \yould provp by an JncJvi&ion gf 
;\ - .: •,■*"•.*■:■ many 
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many Particulars. It cures the Bloody- 
Flux, the peftilence, and Malignant 
Fevers, Poyfbns, Falling Sicknefs, Pal- 
fey, Convulfions, and frightful Tre- 
mors of the Spirits : So great are its 
Virtues, that the ufe of it, as he elfe- 
where tells us, is confecrated by a cer- 
tain Prjviledge of Nature to the (up- 
port of Life, /. 207. Which made Ru- 
dolf bus, a certain Roman Emperour, un- 
demanding its Excellence, purchafe it 
at the price of Four Thoufand Florens. 

The Name of this Nut with the nu n# 
Maldives is Tavarcare; and tho' it has^ 1 ' '* 
appropriated the Name of Mddive y \Su^ 
yet is it found in other parts of India India. 
befides, though probably the firft, or 
moft pf them, are met with there. It 
is conjectured to be the fame with the 
Land Coco-Nut, and that when the 
Ocean invading the Main Land of Afia r - 
made a Breach of the Maldives from it* 
thefeNuts were cover'd under the Wa- 
fer, which now and then are taken up 
in it floating, or wafht upon the Shore. 

The Indians are very fond of it, and 
ftrongly maintain its Medicinal Vir- 
tues againft Poyfbn ; in Confirmation 
whereof, an old Englijb Mafter of a 
' Prab, 
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^ ./»"»«< Glib* otfinall Vefftl, GewgeTW, his 
pHSu frequently repeated this Story to rne, 
»A*M«i- 'That la his Voyage to P*#«-, which 

dive Cteo-i ^ s nejM . ifo fl^f ^ u p bn fhfc Coaft 

'-tfJfriUi in the time of the Sale of 
'his Cargo there, the Kittg's Son of 
' the Place was poyfoned to that dfc* 
' gWe, that his Skin was bloated- and 
Mwoilen upon him Ufee a Bladder: He 
' pfefently betakes himfelf for a Retne- 
'- dy to the Maldive Coco-nut, feveral 
'of which ate found there. This he 
' rubbed upon a hollow Stone, cohtain- 
' ing ive of fix fpOonrals of Water, till 
* the Water Was Well tih&ur'd by it ; 
'and in the fame manner fubb'd a 
'piece of a Rhinoceros Horn^ and 
' then dratofc the Water off. And re- 
'tteattttg this Medicine for three or 
' Wu? Days, the Humours lenflbty &£ 
♦Fwaged, and in that time were all 
f drawn off fey fo powerful a PurMtiOhj 
'that though it had fack'd km eK&- 
' min'deyery part of his Body, yet he 
' recovered in that fhort fpaee of time > 
1 the Swelling abated, and his Skitt fell, 
'and hung loole about himlike a Gar- 
' m«ttv I brought One Of theft Coco- 
nuts w&h me from &**#/, whteh was 
gfacidufly accepted of by the late 

Queen, 
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C&eeb, of Glorious and Immortal Me- 
iHory v 

They afcribe very much lifeewife ^o "i**-***? 
the Rhinoceros Hdm in India, as it ££,**' 
is an Antidote againft all poyibnous «w«. 
Praoghts, a»d hugely extol in it that 
Medicinal Exteflknee and lingular 
Qualky* The Chara&er of this Horn 
prev-ail'd lb far -with a former Prefi- 
dent of outs at Sutatt, that he ex- 
changed for a Cup made of this Horn a 
large capacious Silver Bowl of the 
famebignefc. 

The Heat of the Country about Sa- 
ri//, will fcatce permit that eager Pro- 
lecution of Sports or Recreations, 
which a cooler Climate does encourage ; 
but a Game at Ctoefs in then* Houfes, 7 *' 1 ^;* 
Or in «fee ShadesTof the Streets, will in- ^it],? 
tfftfe tfoeifil to fpend feme Hours at it : 
I did not hear of their Expenfes other- 
wife, I mean of their Goods or Mo- 
feeV. For they feTdom are heatedinto > 

f?a«ion, or ruinous Adventures, by the 
Fbtetnick Tfaverfes of that intricate 
fftizlihg; Game. Their Frolicks reach 
iSofc to that pitch of Folly, as to ex^ 
chatige their Paftitties into Punifh- 
therits) '*tfr to make them hazard. the 
•''■■■ loft 
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lofs of their comfortable Subfiftencc 
for ever, for diverting themfelves for 
Gaming fbme Hours or Minutes. And to me it 
wyIT 7 ^ ems more rat i° na ^ the Penalty of the 
sew! * J^fanners upon Gaming, who have de- 
creed it a Capital Crime to play for 
Money ; than the Liberty taken by 
the Siamefe, in playing away not only 
their Eftates, but Families, and fbmer 
times themfelves too. How many fair 
Eftates have heen Iquandred away in 
one Night's time, by the Votaries of 
Fortune, who have both ruin'd them- 
felves and their Families, by the EfFe&s 
of this Vanity, and the bewitching 
Love of Gaming ? And by running 
their Eftates upon unhappy Deftinies, 
by a crois turn of Fortune, or an un- 
lucky Chance, have made themfelves 
Suppliants for part of thofe Pofleflions, 
of which they were intire Mafters be- 
fore. 

*"j***f The variety of Wild Beafts afford 
mi Beafts ^ fl. outer j n fo ms abundance of other 

Game, and divert them with more 
manly Paftimes. Infbmuch that in 
fome of our Englijb Factories, particu- 
larly Carmr upon the Coaft of % Malabar \ 
Deer, Antilopes, Peacocks , wild Bulls 

and 
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and Cows, arc almoft the daily Furni- 
ture of their Table, brought home by 
the Peons,without any further Expence 
than that of Powder and Shot. Suratt 
abounds not with that Plenty ; how- 
ever, Hares and Peacocks, Deer and 
AntiJopes, are fold here at eafie Rates ; 
though Provifions are not quite fb cheap 
as at Bengal, where Forty Fowls, or 
Fifteen Pucks, may be bought for a 
Roupie. 

A confiderable Yalue is fet upon any 
of our EuropeanDogs, either Spaniels, ^^ m 
Greyhounds, or Maftiffs. A Water- *%£* 
Spaniel, in the River of Taffy after a '*"'• 
Duck, will call forth the whole City 
to the Paftime ; and 'tis with them up- 
on this fcore 15 very amazing and de- 
lightful, becaufe they have none of that 
Breed among them ; nor indeed any 
other, that I ever law, but Currs ; into 
which our fierceft and moft lively Dogs 
degencratc 5 after a Litter or two, by the 
conftant unallay'd heat of the Country. 
The Grayhounds and Hounds are like- 
wife equally valuable and divertive, 
and live for fbme time, if they run 
them not in the Heat of the Day ; but 
if they chance to hunt with them a- 

bout 



Digitized by 



Google 



$yq Afoyage i» Siiratt. 

bout 'Noon, the ambient Ate mixing 
with the Batural, when it is formeaeed 
and chafed , commonly 'proves- too 
ftrong for- their- Conftitutions ; fcthat 
they frequently expire upoattie ipot, 
and rarefy live outany-atamber of Years 
or Months. 
nt hifh A couple of kip Wolf-Db^s were 
Wolf-Dw fo prized in Perji*, that they were ta- 
lum'd'of ken as a wefcem and admired Prefem 
by the Emperour himfelf. Two more 
of which (whkh were given to me by 
the Earl of l»ch«qnin, when we put in- 
to Kjntfdef&ts the Voyage) I difpos'd 
of to the Eaft-Indh Company, who 
difpatcht them in their Ships immedi- 
ately to the //*&*, to be there beftowed 
mfbme of the Eastern Courts. 
a Qg*nti A large J&Hglfa Maftiff, given by a 
'*£&§" Merchant, was loofc*d upon as fuch a 
mjiig: Rarity and Favour by a Noble Omrth, 
that he engag'd himfelf and Six Hun- 
dred of his Followers, in a hot Difpute 
concerning his Property in the Dog, 
with another as potent a Grandee who 
claim'd a Right in him. For the Deci- 
fion of this Controverfie, they each led 
for£h a like number of Men, to deter-* 
min their Right by a bloody Concert. 
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TiU pns,a little wjfcr sndmore cqpkhan. 
ihe ; other two» weated their reiro, 
and pefpoke tjieir Audience, and toft 
the^n. the cafe might be ea% retm> 
ted to the E*jg/#& jftefideat, . wto was 
apk* to give a, ftft dej;erminajiQn ia. 
ft. This by tfajp joynt copfent and 
application, lfin^ly prevented th§ Pe, 
fign'd Quarrel, : and the £i^ Pre- 
f«feqt A^tra^ fairly in, j^jp^ # 
him t© whop| t:he J>pg wasgivejv t 

And because, ^>*tov^ invent* 
ed peculiar AW and J^hod$w thei? 
Recreations,, from what op|a#i a^ 
roongu* \ I feU ipftance in &me o£ 
their diver6on?,.t which wiH m few* 
mtfm IMfce-fteader, e*p?fi»fetf 

„fojjum;ing thfik Anttfopes and Peer, its 



Bunt- 



a* $ey a*e dilute pf Dogs, fp they % t f%? 
endeavour to ftpply tfheir waj$ by tame >**//. 
Jjeppar<Js, trainband brought wp for 
that furpofs, ^je^ warily leap upon 
the Prey, and having once, caugjht it, 
boW itfaft. ..•-•!•■: 

In Pwjfc, in tbe rppm of J)pgs. an4 Den «** 
Leoparp>, they bring up Falcons to"'^ 
Hunt the\r Antilppes and Bucks, whjcb 
are brought to J»ii$. from tbencej at4 

are 
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are train'd to it after this manner; 
Whenever the Hawk they breed up to 
it is hungry, they fix its meat upon 
the Nofe of a Counterfeit Antilope^, 
and from thence only feed it j without 
allowing it any Meat but what it Eats 
there* After this they carry bne or 
two of thefe Falcons into the Fields, 
and flying one of them at an Antilope, 
it fattens juft upon his Nofe, winch fo 
blinds and ftops the Antilope, by the 
force and .fluttering of its Wings, that 
he can neither well efby his way, nor 
find his Feet as nirhbly as he would ; 
and this gives a very eafie admittance! 
to the Iran or Dogs to come in and 
catch him. If this Hawk is beaten off, 
which is fometimesdone with mucfy a- 
do, ano ther aloft ftoops and lights up- 
on the feme place, and ftrikes hint 
backwards with his Talons, 'till at 
length he is made a Prey : For one 
of the Hawks always mounts as the o- 
ther ftoops. 
Another Sometimes a great company of Merf 
Jgjf rangethe Fields,and walk together into 
the Tmt. the Inclofiires,to look after their Game ; 
when once they have efpy'd the place 
where they fancy the Game Iks, they 

\& 
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indole the Ground,and ftand in a Ring, 
with Clubs or Weapons in their Hands, 
whilft they employ others to beat up 
the Ground, and raife it for them. 
. Nor are they deftitute of ingenious 
Inventions, when they recreate them- 
lelves with Fowling, any left than they 
are in their Hunting Sports. For ifi" 
the room of our ftafiring Horfes, they ^ -^ •? 
make ufe of ftalking Oxen, which are oxm 
managed and bred up to the purpofe, 
even to admiration. I have leeri a 
Moor Indian (hoot at once five or fix 
Ducks under one of their Bellies, with- 
out the leafi ftarting, or fiirprifal to the' 
Ox ; and the quiet temper of this la- 
borious Animal renders it, I believe;, 
as eafily brought up to it, and as pro- 
per for this Game as any Horfe. Some 
of the Indians maintain tnemfelvfes Very 
well by this Art. 

But they ufe another ingenious me- 
thod for catching Wild Fowl, which 
is very pretty. The Fowler when he ^ i^ tnim 
is in queft of his Game, dpyirig at^ »**f 
length his fportat adiftance, prepares JJ^* 1 
a Man to go before hifti toVard the 
jalace where he fees his Game, and car- 
ry in his Hand the boughs of Trees/fo 
' ' ' T ' * artificially 
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artificially wrought arid joyrfd toge* 
ther, that they perfe£Hy refemble a 
frtiall Bufli or Hedge, Which is a flifcl- 
ter both to the fowler and him that 
carries it. &y this contrivance, the 
Fowler paffes altogether undifcover'd 
towards his fport, and gains the con* 
venienCe riot only of (hooting at what 
diflance he pleafes, but fbmetimes ap- 
proaches his Game (b near,that he takes 
Another in. \t almoft in his Hartd. If the Wild 
gtmms to* p ^i b e at £ djftance upon the Water, 
JJcMtdlht then contrives another Aiethod for 
*«* coming near them, and fiirprizing therti 
with his Hands. He takes a Pitcher 
or Earthen jarr, fb large that he fits it 
to his Head, which he covers all over, 
and decks it With the Feathers of what 
Water-Fowl he thinks cbnVehibnt ; and 
making hofeS in it for hiih to breath 
and look thro', he then fofttns it tfpoii 
hisHead,and being expert in iwimmiftg, 
ventures into the Pond whefehe fees 
the Fowl, arid taoves towards them, 
without any thing Vifibie but the Pitch- 
er above the Water ; wfaeri he comes 
near them where they fwhn about, he 
catches them one by one by their Legs, 
and filently pulls them under Watef,and 

there 
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there fattens them to his Girdle. They 
all this while fancy the moving Fea- 
thered Jar r a living Fowl, and thole 
that were pluekt under the Water to 
have been Diving, 'till fbmetimes the 
Fowler catches the whole Flock. 

Next to the Moors the Bamivts are nttomh 
the moft noted Inhabitants at Suratr *»• 
who are Merchants all by Profeflion^ 
and very numerous in all parts of Iniiti 
They are moft innocent andobfequiousj their Tmi 
humble and patient to a Mirade; (bme- * r **4 tb * 
times they arc heated into harfh £*-£££?* 
premons to one another, which is fel- 
dom ; and this Tongue-Tempeft is 
term'd there a Banmm Fight, for it 
never rifts to Blows or Blood-flied; 
The very killing of a Fly With them, is 
a Crime abnoft inexpiable. They 
cannot fb much as endure hot Words, 
as they callthemj from the Europeans; 
but if they fee them exafperated, and in 
a Rage, retreat for a day Or two, *tilf 
they give them time to cool ; and when 
they find the Paffion aflw&g'd, form 
their Addreffes in the molt affable 
manner, and obliging Refped. 
The Orientals are generally much more 
tender and infinuatiiig in theirLanguage, 
T * and 
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and iilore prompt Sc eafie in tbeirDepott- 
ihent, than thofe that are bred in the 
Tempeftuous'Rfegibns, and Northerly 
ti* Tem- Air °f ^ ro fh 'whichrhas a; certain In- 
pnsofMen fluence upon ':* diefr ,i5j35tift, rtp fender 
4*« b J tbe them. boilferoiisv and irregular, in re- 
%vtLh. fpe& <tf that fiibmMive temper and af- 
.*" fable Carriage of the Eaftern Nations. 
He that has dorivers ? d* ftfr; any time a- 
mong thefe, rahhafdly/bear the rough- * 
nefs, or bebrougHfctb digeft the rude- 
* .* nefs 6fj5tKe : others. For the fudden 
/■^ • Chaa^es^ can^! uncertainty of the 
' Weather in* ^i'^^b'iis v ot the Year; 
affeft bpfhi^^^riSiads and Hearts of 
fuch as are ConSferfant in thefe uneven 
Climates ; itr^i^aices them fiiddenly 
heated ; into ; /fttfliorisi v and : as hardly 
brought to; &ny ^arnith tdf &ftt£Hon j 
ittnafees tfeem 1 biith;unliite other Na- 
tions, a nd inCpnfifttnt with themlelves, 
1>y raiftng;uflequal Humours, and- un- 
<- cpnftancy-in tlie Paffions, unfixt De- 
.firesj and • Uncertain Ends. ; And were 
the Bimu^s^.0 be trahlpdrted hither, 
yvlp 'holdrria- r rrarifmigr^i6ri ? they 
^ouid be^a^t ifniifediatMy upon their 
^rriy^Lt^cji^cIfX^e; LtKat! ixiany of the 
Men had re^Hy invaded the Natures of 
! l i fbmc 
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lbme of the moft lavage Brut es,. were, 
animated with no other. Souls than 

thofe of Tygers. and Bears; and that v 
the Ir't^b and French Opinion of the Lou- 
garoos, or Men turn'd into Wolves, 
was as true and authentick a Notion, 
as any that.prevail'd among them. 

But thatr Opinion' of the &«;»*«, n,*,,/-*,, 
which poffefleth th'enWithan Horror*/ '*' fifi 
of Blood, does quite difcourage tbem5?E, r n £ 
from all Hoftile i AttaGks.an4.thouglKs«n.. 
of War-; and their iraafpotick .Govern- 
ment breaks their. Sjtfriw^nd the fee- 
ble phlegmatick AlimeUlsf with the 
confumptive Heat ofrthfSun, all con- 
tribute to weaken and'effeniinate their 
Conftituekms, -t& the producing a tra- 
dable Difpofition^ and Imooth regular 
Deportment. 

They are mainly addicted to profe- Muck pv. 
cute their TemporaMntereft, and the n " ^ c *" 
<amafling of Treafure ; . and therefore'^' 
will fly akthe, fepuning of . a Pice, tho) ■ 
they can command. .wJibleXacks of 
Roupies. I know "thole among , them* 
computed to be "worth, ani, Hundred 
Thoufand Pounds, whole Service the * 

ProfpecY of Sixpence Advantage .'will 
command toxraverfethe whole City of 

T j Sumt. 



Digitized by 



Google 



*1% A V °WP te Sulatt * 

Suratt. For they are always upon the 
thoughts of increafing their Wealth, 
and plodding for Gain, which they 
lav hold on upon the leaft occafion, tho 
by never fo minute and inconfiderable 
Advantages. By which Diligence they 
generally fecure a comfortable Subii-. 
Hence ; and fome of them amafs a pro- 
digious Treafure. 

The Bamiaxs are by much the molt 
numerous, and by far the wealthieft 
of all the Pagans of India, whole Di T 
ftinaion in Religion argues a difference 
^v-^'of their various Vocations', and each 
& 0% fingle Trade is diverfiHed by fome par. 
mM KtH- t i cu iar Opinions ; the Goldimith, and 
?•"• Scrivan, the Joyner, Barber, and 
Merchant, &c as they have different 
Employments, fo are they of divers 
Sentiments, and diftinguiftfd in the 
Ceremonies of their Worflup ; and 
mix no more in their Sacred Sentiments 
bf Religion, than in their Civil Arts. 
Therefore all their Arts are Heredita- 
ry and their Employments confinM to 
their own Families. The Son is en- 
easz'd in the Father's Trade, and to 
maintain the Profemon of it in hfcPo- 
fterity, it is tranfmittcd always to the 
• 7 ' fiicceed- 
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iiiccceding Generation, which is obl| T 
ged to prelerve it in a lineal Delcent* 
uncommunicated to any Stranger. Up- 
on this account all Marriages are re- 
ftrain'd to one Se&, and contra&ed *•*«[*** 
only between Perlbns of the fame Per- ZnnaZlf 
fwafion and Profeflion. The Mer- <w"r*r> 
chant is debarred from entring into^";^ 
any League of Love with the Daughter C etbn. 
of a Golalmith, Shoemaker, or of any 
other different Employment ; and all 
Perlbns are under a ftria: Confinement, 
in their Matrimonial Ties and Ad- 
dreffes to dire£t their Paffion? and Affe- 
ctions to thofe only of their own Opi- 
nion and Trade. Which Cuftom has 
formerly prevailed even in the moft 
Weftern If land of this Hemilphere ; 
and feveral Great Men in the Septs of 
Ireland, had heretofore tfyeir Phyficians, 
Poets, Smiths, and fuch like, who al- 
ways continued in the lame Races. 

. The Iwtitys are in many things of The indi- 
ra#:chlel$ Ingenuity in their leveral an * |j w 
Imployro$nr$, and admirable Mimicks m,Jf * 
Qf whatever they affect to copy after. 
The Bawian, by the Strength of his 
Pr^iaonly, will fum up his Accounts 
with equal exa&nefs, and quicker t>i- 
T 4 fpatch, 
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fpatch, than the readieft Arithmetici- 
an can with his Pen. ;The Weavers 6F 
Silk will exaftly imitate the niceft 
and irioft beautiful Patterns that are 
brought from' Europe. - And 'the * very 
Ship-Carpenters at Suratt will take the 
Model of any 'Engltfi Veffel, in all the 
Cufiofity of its' Btnldrng, arrd the moft 
- artificial Infbnces of Wprkmanfhip 
abdut it, whether they are propdrfoi" 
the Convenience of Burthen.or df qeick 
Sailing, as exa&ly as if tlifev had been 
the firft Contrivers. The Wood with 
a fort of 'which they build their Ships would bb 
W lverfvn ver ^ P ro P er f° r °W Men of War in Eu- 

never Fplinters by the Force of a Bullefc, 
nor- is injurM by tHbfe violdnt'Impret 
fions, beyond the juft Bore of the Shot; 
T^to The Tailers here fafhioh the Cloaths 
Ttiicrs. fovxht Europeans, either Men or. Wo- 
men, according to every Mode that 
prevails ; and fit up th£ Commodes^ 
and to wring Head-Dreffes fortheWtf* 
men, with as much Skill, as if they had 
been an Indian Falhion, or themfelves 
had. been Apprentices at the Royal tx- 
change. But they are tainted with 'a 
fuperftitious Fancy, that mending old 
-••-," v < Cloaths 
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Cloaths in aborning, is of very ill a- 
bOde ;' and therefore they rather are 
willing to employ that time ihfalhibn- 
ing ^)f New,- anq referve the Afternoon 
as moft proper for the other: ".'"'.' 

The Indians have not yet attempted 
an Imitation of our Clock- work in 
•Watches ; and may '• be it is, ; becaufe 
they feldom continue their jiift Motions 
for any long time, by reafon of the 
Duft that flies continually in theAir, 
which is apt to clog- and flop . the 
Wheels; But the Chinefe have tinder- TVchU 
taken to take our Clocks and Watches Jjf jf" 
in pieces, to ; form new ones themfelves, ciL™ 
and may be in fbme time produce Come w fc 
fiefli Improvements in tliofe Mechani- 
cal Operations. The Siamefe measure Tbt Water* 
thijir time by a fort of Water-Clock,'.***- 4t 
hot likeHhe Clepfydra of old, wherein 51 " 1, 
the Water defcended from above, but 
by forcing it upwards through a fmall 
Hole in the bottom. of a Copper Cup, 
pla'c'd in a Tub of Water. When the 
Water has fprung up fb long that the 
Cup is full, it finks down, and thofe 
that ftand by it forthwith make a noife 
WithBafbns, fignifying that the Hour 
is expire*!. 

*•■•'■• la 
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rte extrs- j^ Cbme things the Artifts of Indk 

*«5* ° ut - do al1 the logeowty of £ *"^> 
•/ *** in-ws. in the painting of Chites or C$1- 

!^| D * h f licoes, which in Europe cannot be pa- 
**' rallelPd, either in the brightnels and 
Jife of the Colours, or in their conti- 
nuance upon the Cloath. The Gold 
Stripes likewife in their Soofeys, and 
the Gold Flowers in their Atlaties, are 
imitated with us, but not to Perfection. 
And the Cornelian Rings with double 
Chains pf Gold about them, meeting at 
ieveral Diftances, where finall fparksof 
Diamonds, Rubies, or Saphires are in- 
laid to beautifie the Ring, furpals the 
Skill of any other Nation tp arrive to. 
I cannot boaft of the Lack upon Scru- 
tores apd Tables at St^rat^ which is 
but ordinary in refpeft of that at J& 
fan. Thpy make it, as I was told by 
a Repm Mv. Prefect, one of the Council at Bom* 
rtc™ck ty* invulnerable to all Impreffions, 
* Japan, fo hard and thorowly firm , that if 
you will but rife to the price of it, they 
will venture it with a Bagonet, ana 
forfeit it entirely, if the fyarpeft Point 
fhall pierce it very deep. But yet 
$11 the Wood among them which is 
Lackt, is not of this impenitrahle 

Hard- 
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Jiardnete ; and yet all of it is laid on 
both deeper, and made much firmer, 
than the Lack of Tu»quin> which ffemer 
times yields to the Force of the Nail of 
ones Finger prefled upon it; and wijSJk 
cm way of trying its Excellence. 
This Varnifh grows upon Trees very *J^J 
common in the Woods of Siam> which JE 
diftils from them like a Gum, and is 
tranfported to Qhina y Japan, and other 
Kingdoms. 

Among the Bannians are reckon'd 2424 c«/»* 
Cafts,orSeas, who both refrain from**" 01 ' 
an indifcriminate mixture in Marriages, 
and from eating together in common. 
They all maintain a TranfraigrationctfJJ^^JJf 
Souls, and Abftinence from the Food of migration. 
any Living Creature, according to the ^"^jjT 
Do&rine of Pytbagor as, who is prefum'd'?,,. 
by fome Learned Men to have borrow- 
ed his Opinion from them. This P&- 
bftrtfus relates of Jarchas, a Principal 
of the Brawns, how he told Apohnm 
Tjap*#s, that he himielf had formerly 
been Ganges •> Apllonius had been an 
Egyptian Mariner, and an Attendant 
that waited upon them had been Pala- 
meHes, and in new Bodies had repre- 
fented themfelves to the World. Which 

Opinion 
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tbiDmiJs Opinion fpread it felf as far ^formerly 
Wrf a as our Nation, aijuang theDcuids, who 
^Jjf for this reafontaqghVandptcferib'd an 
Abftinence from Flefh. - They fancy 
"^ s that every Man + accord^gio his De- 
merits in his * Life-time, lh^ljl animate 
a noble, or more infamous Anirpal *af- 
iWrirMitcr Death. And him they pronounce 
Sfef'compieatly happy, whofe Soul, after 
its departure out of thQ Body* can for- 
tunately efcape into thajr of a Q»w, 
and inform^ the Body of that ble&Crea- 
ture, which above all the rejjfrpf the 
Animal Generations, is of fingulatr *&■ 
fteem and greateft Refpecfr, even al- 
moft to Adoration;: A fblemnAddrefs 
is paid to this Creature every (Moriiing:; 
and he that is deftitute'of oge&tJaome, 
. makes his Vifitto that .o£Ubs Neigh- 
bours. They admire it for the Excel- 
lence of its Nature, for which it is con- 
fpicuous in thofib extraordinary Bene- 
fits which Mankind repgfre from it in 
the fupport of their Lives- ; and for the 
Convenience of it after Death, in con- 
ducing them over a broad deep River, 
which they are ingaged to pals, which 
would be impaffa^le, were it obiyfor 
the Cow's Tail, which the Brmins 
> - tell 
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fcehVthem, theyf aire to take bold of in - 
getting over. ' • v •• 

Befides thefc; the're are othet Rea- 
fons for the profound' Refpea they 
have for the Cows ; for they believe, 
with the MabometgffSf that the Foun- 
dations of the Earth are fupported on 
the Horns of thefe Creatures; and that 
the Cows extraottfinary faft Motion 
caufes Earthouakes. They tell us like- 
'v^'*j&J&fiafc Utm greatly pro- 
voW by ihe'/'CriiHes*. $W& fiecpe? 
t and reviving* upon ft. to deftroy the 
World; he was atopeasjd by a 6ow* 
who reconcil'd him, 'and^fev ? & the 
Earth: from- utter Ruin. ■ Therefore 
did the former Kings of Maldar, when- 
ever they created a Nairo or Knight, 
after their embracing him, enjoyn'd his 
Kindnete to thole two especially, the 
prtmins* and the Kine. And whatever Jjjjj, 
Opinion IbmeprefentBhilofophers have«»/» u' 
of Brutes,; .who deny them not only thef*?'* 
u;(e (SP'Reafon, which<others -have a- 
Tjatofik to -them,-* but. Ktee wife that of 
Senfe; bydegrading/of them into meer 
Machines ; ; the . : Ancients had better 
Thoughts of them ; and the > Egyptians 
and Pefftws, zi well is Indians, had 
; l them 
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^^.themmuriivefralEfteem. TtaJtal* 

ri«r* ans form'd the Images of their Gods m 

%M* "the Similitude of Beafts, or Birds^ or 

EST """ Fiflles j as that ©fan Ox, a Crocodile^ 

or other Creature, to affright the Vuk 

gar by thefe Sacred Symbols from htiri* 

irig the dumb Animals ; and that ftrucfc 

with a Sacred Reverence, they might 

abftam from the Death of any living 

And tbe Creature* And thus the Difciples of 

Pcrfens. the Pctftun Magi rtceiv'd an Alteration 

of their Names into thofe of fieafts, or 

Bilxls j and were called Lions, Pan* 

therS, Hawks , or fcmething elfe, «© 

form fa them a likeing to thofe Crea* 

tures 5 and by refefnbhnfj them in the 

various Figures with wraeh their Gar* 

rnents were painted* to bring them to 

entertain * certain Friendfliip and Afc 

fe&ion to them ; thereby infinuatihj| 

this Indian tferfwafion of the Tran&siv 

gration Of Souls, and that the Spirit Of 

Man is liable fecfceffiyely to antmatfc all 

kinds of Bodies. . 

The Bdnntsfis are of fo firm a Belief 
in this matter, and £b far gone in thtsr 
Affertion, that if either Bird or Beaft 
be teen to frequent their Habitation, 
it muft coniequently be the Spirit of 

feme 1 
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foine lately debited Friend. Afcr*. 
<hfb a Bart**, arid Scrivah or Secret*. Jjjyf^J* 
ry to the £##///& Brokers, was fcjne "rt*in* 
few Years paft forely afflicted for the B "»» tt 
Death of his Fauher, and in Qtep rtie- £&/ 
kficholy Sighs had long bewail'd his 
Mifery and Loft* till at length a 
large Snake appearing in the Houfe 
feme time after* where his Father died, 
became a Refuge to his fbrrowful 
Thoughts* and reliev'd the Troubles 
of his Mind* Mrndtfi filing his Eyefc 
opon the crawling Snake, and atten- 
tively confidering its Windings and 
Motions for a while, revolv'd in his 
Mind how it found out its way thither, * 

1ft ving never feen't before. And there- 
for* ftrengthenirig bis Opinion by bis 
Affection, concludes that this could be 
fiothing elfebut the Soul of his ancient 
Father, who in this Shape apiplied him- 
felf to his Son for Relief and Nourilh- 
rhent. Upon which his Siipfcrftition 
wrought fb powerfully, tliat nothing 
now COuld alter this new Opinion, bdr, 
he muft carefully nourifh this Snake, 
and fb religioufly continues a filial Re- 
fjieCr. to it, appointing it daily a certain 
Allowance of Rice and Milk. The 

Snake 
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•Snake lodges in a Hole of the'Wair*- 
and after taking h&Rep^ft and liber- 
ty: in the,Room, retires info his Apart- 
ment, t^J:HiAg^!c9lls -ium forth to a 
frefh Meal; aryf; is jiow both by the 
.Scriy^ 

fended, >s i^jfiis Father .were alive. 
^Tliisjfprid indulgent; Indian is as pro- 
it* fame /ufeia his Favours to fbme Rats, which 
BaonUa'j lodge in his Houfe, and ate grown as? 
* in S. k^M* as Cats ; for to thefe he allows 
(bme daily Food, becaufe he is certain 
they harbour the Souls of fome depart- 
ed Relations. r 
Anofmhn Some Men think that this Opinion 
tonccrnint f tiie,MetempfycofiS takes its Origi- 
1Sp£^ from the. Transformation ^of Nek- 
9 chadnezx^tr into, a ESeaft;, whieluis, men- 
jtipnedipthe Book pf Daniel] and that 
:when his; Spul paffed info that of a 
Brute, Wheji,he; was under, a cprporal 
Transformation', the Souls of other 
Men might undergo ; the lame Fate, at 
ter Death, as . a Puniftimeqt for thefr 
Crimes, as hi? was. . For the ancient, 
Gauls, ouiihtain'd, the Immortality of 
the Soul, and its . fliifting continually 
from one Body to another;, and tha? 
according to its. Deportment here,- fuch 

and 
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and (uch Bodies were appointed it by 
God, more or lefs painful, and fuitable 
to its Condition. Claud, in Ruff. Lib. 2. 

*, . . . .,' Mutaferarum 

Logtt vmlapati, truculentos invent Vrffs 
Pradonefqae Lupis, f aliases vulpibus addtt ' 
Atque ubi per varios Annos per mi lie 

figUTAS 

Egit y Lethto Purgatos famine tandem 
Rurfus dd human* revocat primordU 
formti 

He made them wear the filent Yoak 
of Brutes,fome that wereCruel,he lodg- 
ed in the Bodies of Bears and Wolves; 
thofe that were Crafty, in Foxes, and 
others in other Animals, 'till after the 
fucccflion of a thoufand Years and 
Shapes, at length they are re-placM 
into Human Shapes, when they had 
been well purg'd in Lethe's Flood. 

But to ftrengthen this Confideration 
the more concerning Nebuchadnezzar 
they obferve^that this wonderful Trank 
formation of that great Monarch, hap- 
pen'd at or about the very lame time 
that Pythagoras was at Babylon, whither 
hetravell'd to gain the Eaftern Learn- 
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ing; but this may be a finall miftake in 
time. Hence he brought the Report 
frclh with him, and being of a fanci- 
ful Genius, thought the beft way to 
folve that ftrange occurrence, was 
toaflert a Metempfychofis. But tho* 
there is no mention of the Soul's Tranf 
migration more ancient among the 
momL G ree ks than Pythagoras; yet among the 
tf^bec™ Cbinefesy whofe Antiquities are faid to 
•?/*. •/.'** be ftretcht backwards above four thou- 
JilS^ & n d Years, there is this Opinion yet 

Oration. > . r / 

current among their Learned Mqj, as 
well as among the Indians, and is a- 
greed to be of ancient Date : That the 
Souls after Death are Subjeft to a 
Tranfmigration. And it is not impro- 
bable that much of the Phanician, as 
well as Grecian and Egyptian Inftituti- 
ons, were derived from the ancient and 
remote Fountains of Learning, the In* 
dies and China : Efpecially, if we confi- 
der not only the Opinion of the Soul's 
Tranfmigration, but of the Eternity of 
Matter ; the four Cardinal Virtues, the 
Indolence of Body, and Tranquility 
of Mind, Abftinence from living Crea- 
tures, and feveral others, which feem 
to be intireJy Oriental, and brought 

from 
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from thence by Pyth*gor*s y Democritus* 

TP"A™ d 0thtrs > wh «> travell'dinto 
tnole diffant parts. 

The Days fet apart for the publiek 
Devotion of the Bamuris, are only two Tbe 8«ni- 
m a Month, about our ninth and twen-'/A D ?' 
g fourth; in which, by a very ftrift**-* 
Difciphne, they abftain from all things 
eatable 'till the Evening molt Religi- 
oufly. And inculcate this feverity up- 
on their younger Children, in their In- 
fant Growth, to induce the obfervance^ , 
of it with facility upon them, and to Jfcj* 
render the Abfhnence tolerable and 
lels troublefome in their riper Age 

The Pagans, who are bred to labour „, „ , 
and Manual Occupations, confecrate W^' 
each Day in the Week; and every'"'*' V 
thing they take in Hand thus far; that '*' 
they fill their Mouths with a pious Song 
at the firft dawning of the Morning, as 
toon as ever they mgage in their feve- 
ral Employments and Manual Occupa- 
tions, and never ceaft their Secular 
Vocation without concluding with the 
mixture of a Holy Rhime. When a 
Company of Labourers are employ'd to- 
gether about the fame Work, this fc- 
cred Ballad is repeated by them fbme- 
u a times 
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times alternately, (bmetimes by (ingle 
perfbns, the reft anfwering in a Chorus^ 
all the Day long, without the intermif- 
fion of one quarter of an Hour. The 
Lafcars or Sea-Men upon the Water, 
all the while they handle the Oar, divert 
themfelves by turns with this tuneful 
Melody. Tuis piece of Religion they 
are fb folemnly and conftantly inur'd to> 
that if they defign'd the undertaking a- 
ny work in fecrefie and un-obferv'd, 
the cuftom they have acquired in Zing- 
ing would be apt by feme Hidden E- 
ruption to betray their Privacy, and 
difcover the filence and obfcurity they 
a cmje- defir'd. I fancy the warmth of the Air, 
n%mlf w ^ich is apt to ftupifie the Spirits, and 
this Smt- render them unweildy and dull, was as 
***• likely a Reafbn for introducing this me- 
lodious Diverfion, which is apt to keep 
them aftive and awake at their Work, 
as it was to exercife the Devotion of 
/// rife, «- z ^ v Thoughts. The Introduction of 
f^i» Chi- this Cuftom was probably defign'd by 
•*• him, who writ the lecond Volume of 
the five principal ones that are extant 
in China ; which is a Colle&ion of 
Odes, and feveral other little things of 
that nature. ForMufick being greatly 

efteem'd 
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efteemM and much ufed in China, and 
whatever is publifh'd in this Volume, 
having refpeft only to the Purity of 
Manners, and practice of Virtue, thofe 
that wrote it composed it, in Verfe, to 
the end that every one being inabled 
to fing the things therein contain d, 
they might be in every ones Mouth. 
Ana from thence it might fpread it felf, 
for this very reafon, as far as India. 

Aureng-Z^be, upon an implacable de- 
teftation to the Idolatry of the Banni-j^f^. 
am and other Gentiles, has forbid in a/fr*«w«« 
great meafure their Pagodes, and com-j^JS 
manded both a defacing of them, and 
fiippreffing the Solemnities of their pub- 
lick Meetings, which thereupon is not 
(b common as formerly ,and that which 
is connivM at, is generally in fbme dift- 
ant Priviledg'd Parts. 

They repeat their Devotions, efoeci-rt* indi- 
ally the Moors, in the Corners of thejjyf^ 
Streets, and upon the Houfe tops, in their p*. 
the High Ways, and where there is **'*•»'• 
commonly a pubiick Concourfe of 
People ; as if they were ambitious of 
opportunities of demonftrating their 
Zeal to the Qod they worfhip, whom 
they always approach with Poftures 
U j moft 
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rtioft fubroiflive, and fuitable to the re r 

fpeQ: of that awful Majefty ihey im- 

Thty flxm pl re. After they have bended the 

f/rScf^r Knee, they in the moft profound Pro- 

prayer, ftration kifs the Ground frequently 

with their Fore-heads, exprefs their 

fervency in Devotion with the ijioft 

ardent pathctick Afpirations, in the 

Mornings efpecially, and with the 

letting Sun. 

They are conftant in their wafhing?, 

/t^S either in the River Taffy, which runs 

font. by the Walls of S*ratt y or in their own 

Houfes before they ftir abroad ; at 

which time they cannot endure the 

leaft touch from any Stranger's Hand 

upon their naked Bodies, 'till they have 

finifht their Luftrations. And all their 

Infants, even in their tender Years, are 

wafht all over both Morning and Even- 

r . . ing. When they are called upon by 

£j/. theNeceffities of Nature, they always 

carry in their Hands a fmall Jarr of 

Water, which they ufe to wafh them- 

felves clean with ; and this Office is 

never performed but only with the Left- 

The Ban- Hand. They never drink out of the 

pnftmoT "& me Cu P with a Chriftian, or any 

m dmk: Perlbn of a different Seft j nor defile 

**•' their 
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their Lips with the feme Water that 
has been touch'd by any Stranger ; 
whereby all their w ater-Pots are re- 
ferv'd entirely for their owe Ule, nor 
are ours ever defir'd by them. There- 
fore they carry about with them Kou- 
fers or Jarrsof Water when they go 
abroad, to quench their Thirft, and 
pour it into their Mouths at a certain 
diftance, according to the Thracian 
manner of taking full draughts with- 
out winking, without either fhutting 
the Mouth, or fetching Breath. See 
Horace, Book the firft, Ode 36. 



multi Damalis tneri 



Bajfum Threicia vincat amy ft tie. 

The Koulers are made of a fort of 
Earth, which preferves the Water cool Knfau 
and palatable, and lb porous, that once 
only in a minute or thereabouts, a fingle 
drop diftils thro' the body of it, which 
falls into a Balbn underneath, and ac- 
quires a little pleafing Coolnefs, as 
well as Rarefa&ion, by the Diftillation. 

When any European is invited by a 
Bannian to a Collation, theRepaft is 

U 4 little 
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Um »• little elfe but variety of Sweet-ipeats 

2JJJ! - to& u P° n ^ g reen Leaves of Trees, 
which after the Entertainment are 
thrown away. Sometimes a Difl} or 
two of rich ipic'd Palau may come in 
to make up a complete Banquet. Sher- 
bet, that is Wine, Water, and Lepion ; 
tis the beft Drink they iqdujge them- 
selves, or allow others commonly to 
partake of. For Wine they abominate 
as well as Flefh, and hate it as much as 
Manes ,the Author of the Manichee^ who 
pronounced it to be the Blood of De- 
vils. 
Their t** India, of all the Regions of the Earth, 
dernefs to is the only publick Theatre of Juftice 
Ef^and Tendernefs to Brutes, and all li- 
vmg Creatures; for not confining 
Murther to the killing of a Map, they 
Religioufly abftain from taking away 
the Life of the meaneft Animal, Mite, 
or Flea ; any of which if they chance 
wilfully to deftroy, nothing left than 
a very confidcrable Expiation muft A- 
tone for the Offence. This Precept 
was comprehended in that fljort Syftem 
of Injunctions laid down by Draco and 
Triptolemuf, the moft ancient Law-giv- 
ers among the Athenians, To Honour 

their 



Digitized by 



Google 



The Bannians a t SuratL 2^7 

their Parents, and neither to kill Man 
nor Bea.fi. And 'tis obferv'd, that the 
Benefits which the Barbarians fancied 
they received from Beafts, made them 
lefs Cruel and fevere towards them, 
and fometimes Conlecrate them ; which 
Plutarch thus excufes in the Egyptians, 
laying, That it was not the Cat, the Ox, 
or the Dog which they adored ; hut that 
in thefe Beafts, they adofd fonte refem- 
blance of the Divine Perfections', in this, 
the Vigilance, in that the Patience and 
Vtility, and the Vivacity in the other. 
But however a Civil Regard, tho* no 
Veneration, is enjoyn'dasa common 
Duty of Hymanity, which forbids an 
Arbitrary Violence, a Cruel or Wanton 
Malice towards them. Therefore the 
Romans, pleasM with the Vigilance of 
the Geefe, by publick Voice took care 
of their Nourifhment. And beyond 
this, the Athenians Decreed a liberty 
of Summering it up and down, and 
taking their Choice and Range in any 
Pafture, Hill, or Valley, to the 
Mules that were Employed in Build- 
ing the Temple, called, Hecatomfe~ 
don. 

But 
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The umt** But -that which moft of all amufes 
^ffffi. and difturbs the Banni**, is our dc- 
pinm of ftruftion of living Creatures in their 
kirn* growing Years ; for in this they con- 
^1 re * demn us of Folly, as well as Cruelty, 
in preventing that greater advantage 
which we might promife our felves by 
their Increale in Bulk and Age ; and 
denominates it, in their Opinion, a di£ 
advantagious, as well as barbarous A- 
ftion in thofe that kill them. And 
therefore they mightily decry our 
Inhumanity, and inveigh fevereiy a- 
gainftour Imprudence in flaughtering 
a calf Kids, Lambs, Chickens, &c But above 
their D*r- all, the Calf is the Darling Animal a- 
^ Mm mong them, as the Goat is the Idol a- 
dor'd by the Bonzes of Tunquin, whole 
Life they feldom fail to Ranfom, and 
that fbmetimes at an immoderate rate, 
when they find it is in danger. There- 
fore the Gentiles near Goa ufed to di- 
vide the meat, when it was ready, into 
three parts; thefirft was given to the 
Poor, the fecond to the Cow, and the 
third to the Family. The Young Fa- 
vors at Suratt divert themfelves with 
this fondnefs of the Bannians to the 
dumb Creatures, and make an advan- 
tage 
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wge ef their tcndernefs and refpe&s to 
them ; for the fj%li}a Caterer is cau- 
tious in buying a Calf for Slaughter, 
left (bme Bawtian^Vriend to the Factory, 
fhould beg the Life of it, or fomeway 
moleft or prevent him in taking it away ; 
tho? at other times he makes himfelf 
a gainer by its Redemption. Some- n* tmt 
times the Young Men enter with a JjUj'if 
Gun or (mall Fowling-piece into the their fats 
fields and Inclofiires adjoining to the *"*'*£ 
Habitations of the Ba*nUns y and there IULL^ 
make a (how of (hooting Sparrows, 
Turtle-Doves, or other finall Birds a- 
mong theTrees,whichwhentheB4»»/4» 
obferves (as it is defign'd he fhould) he 
runs in hafte, as it were for Life, to 
bribe the Fowler, not only witli cour- 
teous Expreffions and fair Speeches, 
but with ready Money, not to perfift 
in his Diverfion ; and drops in his 
Hand a Roupie or two to be gone, and 
not defile the Ground with the effufion 
of any Blood upon it ; for all kind of 
Fowl are as dear to them, as ever the 
Dove was to Semiramit, or the Swan 
was unto Philip ; and they entertain all 
their fellow Animals with a lingular E- 
fteemand kind Refpeft; and are at 

con- 
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confiderable Annual Expcnces for pre^ 
fbrving their Lives from Inhumanity 
and Death. 
For within a Mile diftance frotn 
a HoffiuiSuratt is a large Hofpital, fupported 
cwr/tffr-ky th e Bannians in its maintenance of 
fa ke. Cows, Horfes, Goats, Dogs, and other 
Animals difeas'd, or lame, infirm or 
decayM by Age j for when an Ox by, 
many Years Toil grows feeble, and 
unfit for any farther Service; left 
this fhould tempt a mercilefs Owner to 
take away his Life, becaufe he finds 
him an unprofitable Burthen, and his 
Flelh might be ferviceable to him when 
he was dead ; therefore the B&nni&n re- 
prieves his Deftiny, either by begging 
him from the Owner, or by buying of 
him at a certain Rate, and then places 
him in the Hofpital, where he is refcu- 
ed from any other Death, but what is 
due to Nature, and is there attended 
and fed, 'till he fpins out the appoint- 
d cuftomary term of Life. This Cha- 
rity which they extend to Beafts, is ac 
counted by them an aft of great Re- 
putation and Virtue ; nor can they 
be reconciled to that inhuman Cruel- 
ty, which deftroys thole Creatures 

which 
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which are the Nurfes of our Lives, 
and by whole labour we live at Eafe. 

Near this Hofpital is another built a Hofyhd 
For the prefervation of Buggs, Fleas, 1" **w% 
and other Vermin, which luck the •** 
Blood of Men ; and therefore to main- 
tain them with that choice Diet to 
which they are uled, and to feed them 
with their proper Fare, a poor Man 
is hired now and then to reft all 
Night upon the Cot, or Bed, where 
the Vermin are put, and faftenM upon 
it, left the flinging of them might 
force him to take his flight before the 
Morning, and lb they nourilh them- 
lelves by lucking his Blood, and feed- 
in on his Carcals! 
Once a Year thecharitablelfo/w/4*prc- AFigflfor 
pares a let Banquet for all the Flies that F&/ * 
are in his Houle, and fets down before 
them, upon the Floor or Table, large 
Shallow Dilhes of fweet Milk and Su- 
gar mixt together, the moft delicious 
Fare of that liquorifh little Creature, '- 

At other times he extends his Libe- ndr ch* 
rality to thePifmires, and walks with p^£ e ^ 
a Bag of Rice under his Arm, two or 
three Miles forward into the Country, 
andftops, as he proceeds, at each Ant- 

Hill 
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Hill that he meets with, to leave be- 
hind him his Benevolence, a handful 
or two of Rice ftraw'd upon the 
Ground, which is the beloved Dainty 
on which the hungry Pifmires feeo^ 
and their belt f eferve and ftore in time 
of need. 

Therefore they never tafte the flefli 
Of any thing that has breath'd the com- 
mon Air, nor pollute themfelves with 
feeding on any thing endued with Life j 
and are ftruck with aftonifhment at 
the voratious Appetites of theChrifti- 
ans, who heap whole Bisks of Fifli up- 
on their Tables, and facrifice whole 
Hecatombs of Animals to their Glutto- 
iVi tdflkgW' They cannot be tempted, either 
ifpie/b, by the delicacy of the Food; or for pre- 
vention of either Sicknefs or Death, 
to fb enormous an Offence as the taffcf 
ingofFlefh. Vegetable produces, and 
the Milk of Cattle, Rice, and other 
fbrts of Grane* which Nature affords in 
plenty, and they with Innocence can 
enjoy, is the lawful Nourifhment they 
delight in ; nor will they be induced, 
by the meer indulgence of their Api 
petites, to make their Tables Altars of 
^Luxury and Exceffes, no more than 
* the 
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the original Inhabitants of the World, 
whom Antiquity liippofes not to have 
been Carnivorous, nor to have tailed 
Flefh in thole firft Ages, but only to 
have fed upon Fruits and Herbs. 

The Prohibition of Flelh being eaten 
with the Blood, was an ancient Sanati- 
on of the Eafij and is very univerJ&l to 
this day. It was forbidden by Moles, 
becaufe he plac'd the Life in it ; nor 
is it dilpens'd with by the Mahometans. 
Stane ancient Philolbphers, as Empedo* 
cksy plac'd the feat of the Soul in the 
Blood, and Democritus affign'd it the 
whole Body : And tho' the Bannians 
are under reftraint from the Blood of 
either Animal, or that of the Grape, 
yet will they freely tafte the Grapes 
themfelves, and entertain themfelves 
Luxurioufly with their Juice, while it 
is innocent and harmlels. We have^^ * 
Grapes brought to Suratt, from the* *** 
middle of February 'till towards the 
end of March ; lome from Amadavad, 
ibme from a Village called Naapoure, 
four days Journey diftant from Suratt. 
They feed likewife upon Pine-Apples, 
Cuftard- Apples, fo called, becaufe they 
refemble a Cuftard i© Colour and 

j Tafte, 
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Tafte, and many other forts of Fruit 
unknown to Europe. But the Mangoes 
Ma*,,** ar6 °f principal efteem, and the jnoft 
mcb eaten common Fruit of India : They have a 
Stone in the, middle, by which and 
their outward fhape,they cottieneareft 
to the form of pur long Plums of any 
Fruit, only they are generally mucn 
larger ; they attribute many medici- 
nal qualities to this fort of Fruit, and 
afcribe to it thofe Virtues which free 
them from all Difeafes incident to that 
Seafon of the Year, and fometimes thoie 
Chronical Diftempers they labour un«* 
der. They are of exquifite Tafte when 
they come to Maturity, and are Eaten 
then in vaft quantities by thelndians and 
Europeans ps well for the Security of their 
Healthas for pleafure and delight. When 
they are Green, they are PickPd there 
and font abroad, ana make that Man- 
go Achar, which we tafte in England. 

Cucumbers ^^ co ^ qu^ty of the Cucumber 
met eaten is here fo prepaid and digefted by the 
Sun's Heat, that the Banmans, without 
endangering their Health, will feed 
upon them as plentifully as we do up- 
on Apples. And the Water-Melons 
are very large, delicious^ and eafily 

purchas'dj 
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purchas'd, and very refrefhing cooling 
Fruit in the warmer Seafbn. But the 
Musk-Melons from Amadavad, highly 
deferve that fragrant Name, being in- ft**** 2 
riched both with a flavour and a tafte mJ^£ 
fiiperiour to any of that kind in the*>«'» 
World. 

The Bwnians are not reftrainM from Tea and 
the liberal Draughts of Tea and Cof- *€* 
fee, to revive their wafted Spirits, a- £? * 
ny part of the Day ; but in thofe they 
may Revel uncenliir'd, as long as they 
pleafe; and have there more inviting 
Temptations to driftk them plentifully, 
than with us. For the Coffee, when Great Art 
it it truly boiled and prepared, carries »««*» 
a kind of yellow Oil upon the head df c ** # 
k, by which it acquires a fbfir, pleafant 
Reliih, and requires lb much Art in 
bringing it to this Peife&ion, that it 
ingages fbme who affe£t this fort of Li- 
quor in the expehce of a skjlful Peon, 
on purpofe to look after it in the Pre- 
paration. This Berry is of very com- 
mon growth in Jrabia y efyzcially about 
Mocha, and from thence is tranfported 
to the remoteft Regions of the Eaft or 
Wtfi. Coffee is faid to be good for 
Cieanfingthe Blood, for helping Di- 
X geftion, 
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geftion, and quickening the Spirits. 

Tea likewife is a common Drink 
with all the Inhabitants of Intia y as 
well Europeans as Natives; and by the 
Dutch is uled as fuch a (landing Enter- 
tainment; that the Tfea-pot's feldom 
Ttd heJtb. off the Fire, or unimploy'd. This hot 
jk" In ' Liquor it maybe fuppos'd might not 
leem fo proper and agreeable tofb hot 
an Air, and yet we find is very con- 
venient for our Health, and agree- 
able to the Habits of our Bodies. And 
even all the Arak Punch which is 
dunk there, is feldom toucht, 'till by a 
heated Iron, or Wedge of Gold, it is 
made luke warm. This bothfiipplies 
the Vapours which are continually ex- 
haPd from the Body, and helps the 
prevention of Fevers by keeping the 
Pores open. 

Tea, with fbme hot Spice intermixt 
and boiled in the Water, has the Re- 
pute of prevailing againft the Head- 
ach, Gravel, and Griping in the Guts, 
and 'tis generally drunk in India, either 
with Sugar-Candy, or, by the more 
curious, with fmali Conferv'd Lemons. 
And a Dram of double diftilPd Arak, 
is prefcrib'd likewife as an Excellent 

Remedy 
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Remedy againft tht Gripes, and fuch 
inward Twiftings of the Bowels. The 
frequent ufe of this Innocent Tea, and 
the perpetual perforation caus'd by the 
Heat, which is augmented by this Li* 
quor, are the reafbn why the Gout and 
Stone, Agues, Rheumatifms and Ca- 
tarhs are rarely heard of in thefe parts. 
The Heat indeed abates the vigour of 
our Spirits, and thereby induces a Ian* 
guid Faintnefs, which is the general, 
but withal a very tolerable Infirmity/ 
in refpeft of thofe acute Diftempers* 
The Chinefe y among whom the Tea 

f" rows, take abundance of this Drink 
efore their Meals, and are generally 
very plump and in very good likeing. 

Our Englifo Prefident enquired much 
for the Flower of Tea, among thofe 
who had been Converfant in China, 
but could never obtain a fight of any j 
and it feems very doubtful whether 
that Shrub bears any Flowers at all up- 
on it. For a Chinefe Madarine, who ar* 
rivM at Suratt in the quality of an 
Envoy from Limvo, brought with him 
feveral kinds of Tea, but no Flower; 
ibme of it was ib valuable in Chim, that 
afingle Catte of it was reputed a noble 
X a Prefent 
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Prefent for the chief Minifters, and it 
was very rarely to be found, however 
he brought with him a Tafte of it for 
ourPrefident,among feveralother kinds, 
wherein he gave him a Morning En- 
tertainment. And a Learned Phyfici- 
an, who for fome Years had lived in 
China, fpoke nothing of this Flower of 
Tea, only gave this Account of three 
jbret f^s other forts that grew there, and were 
•f T "* moft frequently drunk among them, 
w*.Bing,Shiglo, andBohe. Bohe is 
a fmall Leaf and very young, and by 
its moifture, upon the fcore of its wi- 
der-growth, requires more than an or- 
dinary frixure, which makes it acquire 
that blacknefs vifible in it, and which 
difcolours the Water to a kindofRed- 
nefs The fecond is Singlo, which is a 
larger Leaf, becaufe more grown. The 
third, which isBing, is the largeft of 
all ; and is in China of a proportionable 
larger rate than the other two. Singlo 
obtains moft among the Europeans; but 
Me ,be Bohe among the Chinefe has fo much 
htft l«. the efteem and precedence above the 
other two, that in their Sicknefs they 
totally forbid them, but in their moft 
dangerous Diftempers inftantly make 
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ufe of this ; and Experience convinces 
them of the Choice and Utility of that 
Leaf in their Extremities. They all^J** 
proceed, he told me, from a Shrub a- 
bout the height of our Goosberry or 
Curran Bufhes. The Leaf is firft green, The *q 
but is made crifp and dry by frying J^JP*" 
twice, or oftner, in a Pan ; and as of- 
ten as it is taken off the Fire it is rolPd 
with the Hand upon a Table, till it 
curls. This Preparation is cautioufly 
concealed from all Strangers,and was ac- 
cidentally known to him by the oppor- 
tunity he once had of peeping through 
the Crevice of a Door when it was a 
preparing. He found it growing in the 
Latitude of 5 1, as well as in a warmer- 
Air ; which gives a probable Conje- 1 
fture for its thriving in our Kingdom ; 
for London lies near the fame Parallel. . 
As Musk and Amber greafe are faid 
to damage Pearl, fo is Tea prejudiced 
by the approach of unfavory Smells, ' 
and particularly of Jjfa Fartida, and is fo 
delicate and tender, that it is injur'd by 
the very Breath of only the common am- 
bient Air. For preventing which it is in- 
closed in Pots of Totaneg, or in ftrong 
large Tubs of Wood, and in them is 
lately lent abroad. 
■ X* The 



Digitized by 



Google 



3i o A Voyage to Suratt. 

KmW* The Banman fekjom drinks of the 

'Zj™' common Water of the Wells or Rivers, 

irmtk h only what falls from Heaven in the 

the Baa- timQ f fa Muffduns, which is preferv'd 

mm * in large Tanques and Cifterns made on 

purpofe to receive it, and keep it ready 

tor their ufe the following Year. For 

in this, as well as his Diet, he is very 

lqueamifh ; and therefore he confines 

his Draught to thofe Heavenly Show* 

ers, which he efteems a more pure and 

Etherial Liquor for defcending from 

above. 

Dye afort Dye is a particular innocent kind of 

t/FW. j)i et ^ f e( j U p 0n by t h e J n di An s for the 

moft part about Noon. It is fweet 
Milk turn'd thick, mix'd with boiTd 
Rice and Sugar, and is very effe&ual 
againft the Rage of Fevers and of 
Huxes, the prevailing Diftempers of 
India. Early in the Morning, or late 
at Night, they feldom touch it, be* 
caufe they efteem it too cool for their 
Stomachs andNofturnal Delights, 
litchcrcc; KJtckeree is another Difh very com* 
a* Indian mon among them, made of Dpi, that is, 
*^ a fmall round Pea and Rice boiled to- 
gether, and is very ftrengthning, tho* 
fiot very favoury. Of this the Europe** 

Sailers 
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Sailers feed in thofe parts once or twice , 
a Week, and are forc'd at thofe times 
to a Pagan Abftinence from Fle£fi, 
which creates in them a perfe& Diflikc 
and utter Deteftation to thofe Bannian 
Days, as they commonly call them. 

Wood is the only combuftible nfiat- m cmU 
ter in Suratt y which is commonly made in Ilrfia# 
ufe of in the Kitchin, either by Indian 
or European for boiling and roafting 
their Victuals. Some of the jnore poor 
Natives make Fires of dried Cow- 
Dung. There is not any Neceflity of 
Fuel in private Apartments, the great 
Globe of Light is the univerfal Fire all 
over India, which cheriflies and keeps 
them warm without any Expence of 
Chimneys or of Hearths in their Lodg- 
ing-Rooms. The Fire- Wood is bought wmdtm 
in the Bazar by Weight, for fo much the *>**& h 
Seer, and is brought home by Servants. Waihtm 
And every Roupie which the Servant 
lays out in buying either this or any 
other Goods, he peremptorily demands 
back for his own ufe a Couple of Pice 
from the Seller. 

The Bannian is very curious in dref Bmniaw 
fing his Meat, and preparing his Vi- CMr h io " s !* 
duals j and therefore leaft lorne un-£,*" ° 
X 4 clean 
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clean Hand fhould have touched what v 
is fold already cookt in the Shops or 
the Bazar, he feldom buys any from 
thence, but eats what is drefs'd only 
by his own Domefticks. In their fo- 
lemn Entertainments they are kind and 
communicative, to the *neaneft Atten- 
dant of any Perfbn of Confequence or 
Rank whom they invite to their Hou- 
fes ; and like the Great Men at Tun- 
qui», will provide almoft for the very 
Dogs. 
A car^ In the middle of the City is built a 
v*tif*r*y» noble fpacious Caravanfaray,or Inn,for 
the Convenience of Merchants that are 
Strangers, and refbrt hither for Traf- 
fick, where they may decently repofe at 
Night. For here are no Publick Hou- 
Ho Hwftt fos for the Entertainment of Guefts or 

t£Z. Travellers * left the Jealoufie of the 
Husbands fhould be raisM concerning 
their Wives and Daughters, by the fre- 
quency of filch Temptations. And up- 
on this Account, all Men whofe Affairs 
call them into the Country, either tak? 
care of providing their own Victuals, 
or commit that Charge to their Peons 
and Attendants, to make it ready for 
them at their Refting-places by Day, 

or 
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or in the Fields where they fleep at 
Night. 

As the heat of the Sun, when it 
is in the Meredian, is very apt to pall 
the Appetite, and diffipate that warmth 
and Heat of the Stomach, which is pro- 
per for Digeftion ; fo the Bannians and rbtk um$ 
Moors, to prevent that inconvenience, of Ean*t, 
change their Repafts to other Seafbns %„„£* 
of the Day, and take their Collations and the *- 
about 8 or 9 in the Morning, and at **"*«• 
4 or 5 in the Afternoon. And often at 
Midnight, after their no&urnal Embra- 
ces, they recover their Spirits by fbme 
nourifhing Food, to excite them again 
to f refh Amours. 

The Heat of the Day is fpent in Reft tht nut «f 
and Sleeping, to refrefh their exhaufted '*' D ? 
Strength, fometimes upon Cotts, and ^ # m 
fbmetimes upon Bechanahs, which are 
thick Quilts, fpread the breadth of a*"*"" 4 *'- 
Room, and the length of a Man, with 
Bolfters at the Head, where Eight or 
nine may fleep together. They fel- 
dom take their Repofe without a 
Wench in their Arms, that is a (mall 
Fillaber upon their Stomack to defend 
it from the ambient Vapours that 
might be apt to annoy it; and fel- 

\ dom 
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domufe any other Covering but their 
Shirts and Drawers, except it be 3 
Sheet or flight Callico jfpread over 
them. 
WbhtCtU The Garments which the Indians 
m Indian wear, are generally made of white Cal- 
Ggrmtnt. lico, fafhiqrfd into Caba's, that is, 
outward Coats, fomewhat like our 
Frocks,turning over their Breafts as far 
as the Shoulders, and from thence tied 
with firings down to the middle ; with 
a Puggane, or Turbant upon their 
Heads. It was very furprizing at firft, 
to view fb many People paffingup and 
down, moft of one coloured tloaths, 
and thofe white. For a diftin&ion be- 
lm*v tween t ^ ie Moors and Bannians, the 
Gamuts Moors tie their Cabals always on the 
{JJJJJjJf Right fide, and the Bannians on the 
Bannians. left ; and if arty European thinks fit to 
drefs himfelf, and take upon him the 
Indian Garb, he therein compliments the 
Moors ', and pays his Refpeft to their 
manner of wearing and putting it 
A r « stock; on. The length of their Breeches, 
•""""which defcend to their Heels, ferve 
them inftead of Stockins ; which is 
the reafon that their Language has no 
word for our Stockins, to that thev 

thruft 
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thruft their Feet always bare into their 
Shoes, which are very neatly Imbroi- ■;# 
der'd with Gold, or Silver, or Silk ^ 
Flowers. 

No Man in India, no not the Mo- VmbrelUi 
guPs Son, is permitted the Priviledge of % m Jf<d *S 
wearing a Kittifal or Umbrella, let the nmb+tk 
Sun's Beams be never fo fcortching, MopU# 
but a Peon goes before the great Men, 
carrying a fmall Skreen made of Oftrich 
Feathers, to fhade his Eyes. The ufe 
of the Umbrella is (acred to the Prince, 
appropriated only to his ufe. 

The Bannians obferve feveral Fafts ; ^ StdJe 
but one more fblemn in the Year is of 4 c<t» % 
much remarkt, when they drink no-^**£ b 
thing in the Morning but the frelh^ ln 
Stale of the Worfhipful Cow, which 
they fancy is abfterfive, and endowed 
with a kind of luftral quality, apt to 
purifie the Defilements of a Bannian ; 
as one of themfelves was pleas'd to 
tell me. 

Their conftant Ablutions and daily JJJJS 
Wafhings, their Abftinence from Ani- fans con- 
mals and from Wine, had doubtlefs a ««*»«»• 
profpeQ: more than what was merely nlaccmk 
Religious in it; they were not im- 
prudently defign'd upon a Civil Ac- 
count, 
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count, to keep their Organs clear, their 
Spirits lively, and tjieir Cbnftitutions 
free from thofe Difeales, which a groP 
fer Diet is apt to create in thefe warm 
Climates, and to prelirve their Bodies 
Neat and Clean by frequent Bathings 
and Luftrations. For there is not one 
of thefe Cuftoms which are faften'd 
upon them by the Rules of their Re- 
ligion, but what comport very well, 
and highly contibute to the^Health 
and Pleafure of their Lives* And for 
this end they are much addi&cd to 
fwect Smells and fragrant Exhalations, 
and generally each Night procure a 
Necklace of Jeflemy Flowers to fleep 
with, for at that time they more fen- 
(ibly emit their Fragrant Vapours. 
»i'T*/;The fcent of Flowers is much abated 
finfive in on the day time, being diffipatcd by 
India, the great Heat; whicn is the reafbfl 
why the Streets of Suratt, tho in ma- 
ny places over-fpread with the Excre- 
ments of Men and Beafts, yet never 
moleft thole that pais thro' them, by 
an unfavoury Smell, becaufe the Sun's j 
attenuation of the Vapours, diminifh- j 
cs their ftrength from annoying th# | 
Senfe. 

Un- ; 
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Under their abftemious mortifying r ** Banni- 
Diet, the Banmtns maintain as good a ™Jj^* 
Habit of Body, are as comly and pro- 
portionable as other People, and live 
to reckon as many Years as thofe that 
pity their fpare Food. But in their 
Thoughts they are often more quick Thy *n 
and nimble, by that courfe of living |£J*rf 
they chufe to delight in, which ren- 
ders their Spirits more pure and fiibtle, 
and thereby greatly facilitates their 
Comprehenfion of things. Befides, this 
Religious abftinence very much difin- Tbty dk 
gages their Affe&ions to the World, f4/7/ > 
aifintangles their fears of Death, and 
Paffions for thefe momentary things ; 
it fets their Spirits upon the Wing, 
ready without relu&ancy to quit this 
Life, in expe&ation of a better ; and 
makes many of them pafs as chearfully 
into the invifible World, as they would 
take a Journey from their own King- 
dom to another Country. 

Their Wealth confifts only in Cafh ca/h and 
and Jewels, the diftin&ion of perfbnal j5^* rf 
and real Eftate is not heard in IndU,* E fl r J?/ 
and that they preferve as clofe and 
private as they can, left the Mogul's 
Exchequer fliou'd be made their Trea- 

fury, 
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fury. This curbs them in their Expen* 
ces, and awes them to great fccrefie in 
rMf their Commerce, efpecially in their 
WeaitbkiptrcctWmg, or Payments of Money, for 
funt . which they either make ufe of the dark* 
nefs of the Night, or of the obfcurity 
of the Morning, in conveying it to the 
place of Payment. For fhould the Mo- 
guPs Officers fee the Chefts and Bags of 
Gold and Silver carried as publickly 
here, as they are in the Streets of Lon~ 
don, they would be apt to change their 
Owner, and be delivered to him who 
calls himfelf the Original Proprietor. 
And yet the condition of thefe Indians 
is not fb vile and lamentable by much, 
as that of the Commonalty at Tunquih, 
where the vulgar Mechanicks are Slaves 
for one part of the Year, and work 
three Months for the King, and two 
for the Mandarins, and are only al* 
lowed the reft of the Year for them* 
felves, for fupporting of their Wives 
and Families. This is called there 
VUcftm. yiecquarn, that is the condition of a 
Slave. 

But I was told of a Noble Bmnian 
at Amadavad^ who, by bnbeing the 
Nabob into a connivance, did on pub- 
lick 
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lick teftivals, and times of Jubilee 
make his Entertainments in Diflies and 
Plates of fblid Gold. But poor Man, 
his fplendid living did not hold out 
long, before it raisM the Envy of a 4 ^f^ 
neighbouring Moor, who could not en- fij ** 
dure this repeated Magnificence in nftkndidiy. 
Gentile, and therefore dogging the 
Merchant as he rode one day out of the 
City, he followed him at a diftance, / 
and fhot him dead with a poifon'd 
Arrow. Sumptuoufnefs and State fuit 
not very well with the Life and Con- 
dition of a Banniany they muft not 
both flourifh long together. This keeps 
our Brokers at Suratt, whq are Banm- 
ms j from all coftly disburlements, tho' 
they are reckoned by fome to be worth . 
15, by others 30 Lacks of Roupies, 
and caufes a Contra&ion of their Ex- 
pences, and a retrenchment of their 
Tables to three or four Thoufand Rou- 
pies a Year, without any fliow of a lux- 
urious Garniture, either on their Difh- 
es, or in their Houles. 

Their main Coft is expended uponrkBamii- 
their Women, who ambitioufly aned J^JJJJ 
a Gayety in their Drefs and Cloathing. V ^?i/J! 1 
Jewels and Ornaments are the very 

joy 
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joy of their Hearts, (as they ufiially call 
them) with which they are deckt from 
tjie Crown of the Heaa to the very feet. 
Their Toes are adorn'd with Rings, 
and their Legs with Shackles of Gold, 
or Silver, or fome other Metal, which 
are fbmetimes above two Inches in Di- 
ameter, wreathM and hollow. The 
Women that carry the Water about 
the Streets, will not walk abroad with- 
' out thefe Ornaments upon them. Some 
tie up the Hair of their Heads, and put 
it under a hollow large piece of Silver, 
raised fbmewhat like a Bell, gilt, and 
neatly cmbellifht on the outfide, and 
faften'd to the Crown of their Heads. 
Some wear Ear-rings all round their 
Ears, which for Ornament's lake will 
dangle fometimes almoft down to their 
Shoulders, and have Bracelets about 
their Necks and Arms, and Rings a- 
bout their Wrifts, and on every Fin- 
ger. Some adorn themfelves with 
Breaft* Jewels, formM in Fafhionofa 
Heart, composM of variety of Dia- 
monds, Rubies, Saphirs, and other 
Stones of Efteem ; and on their Fore- 
Heads wear a Gold Bodkin, broad at 
the end, befet with glitteringDiamonds, 

or 
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jot fbme other precious Stones. And as ?* 

they are much taken with this gawdy 
Attire, and delight in thefe fplendid 
Ornaments thcmfelves, fb they think 
them a kindnefs to the very Brutes ;B€aflsaftd 
and (hew their Affe&ion to a Darling 7 J£\j* 
Gow, or Favourite Goat, by fattening ,** Ban- 
large Rings of fbme Metal or other a- 1 "* ** 
bout their Legs. Nor will they fpare 
their Ornamental Favours to the Fruit- 
Trees in their Gardens, but fhe w them 
their profufe Refpe£fc in adorning them 
with a Painting of divers Colours. 

The meaneft Female in 8ur*tt is not 
wholly deftitute of Ornaments upon 
her Body, though fhe be able to fpend 
no more than two or three Pice aday^ 
For Herbs (which are the common^// thhi$ 
Food of the Poor) are here in plenty^**? * 
and bought at very low Rates, which Suratt# 
encourages the daily Labourers to work 
for very low Wages. And the moderate 
Barber (which; is .not the meaneft Pro- 
feifion) fhaves the Biard, and cuts the 
Hauv picks the Ears, and pairs the 
Nails, all'for one Pice or two. 

The Love of Women^ which is root- 
ed in Mens Hearts by Nature, and 
which difcovers it felf in People of all 

Y Age** 
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Ages, Nations, Qualities and Conftitu* 
Mttrugu tions, is cherifh'd betimes by the Bat* 

i£*J nia "> w h° courts anc * fometimes mar- 
Age. ries his Miftrefs at Six or Seven Years 
of Age, and cohabits at Eleven or 
m Twelve, or fometimes fboner. And 
fome of the Gentile Se&s, before they 
feel any great Warmth of this amorous 
Paffion, are by their Parents joined to- 
gether in their very Infancy, at three 
or four Years of Age. From which 
time they endeavour mutually to kindle 
this tender Paflion , till the growing 
Years blow it up into a lively Flame. 
And by a thoufand little Tricks and 
Arts of Love they endeavour to ftamp 
their Affeftions upon their Infant Souls, 
which like melted Wax are pliant and 
eafie to receive the Impreflion, and fo 
they are infenfibly captivated by each 
others Snares. The young Lover wins 
upon his MiftreffesPaffions by freauentv 
Vifits, large Prefents, and munificent 
Gifts, whuft her fcft Looks and Inno- 
cent Air form his Mind into kind and 
amorous Inclinations towards her. And 
thus being happily prepofleffed with a 
mutual good liking, even as it were 
from the Womb, as if they had been 

born 
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born Lovers, they are taken off from all 
Obje&s, and freed from the Difappoint- 
ffients of fickle Miftreffes, and from 
being wearied with whining Addreffes 
to coy Damfels; Which, befides others, ££*£* 
may be fbme Reafbn why the Indian tafanvt- 
Wives committed therrifelves with fo™ n f re * 1 ! 
much chearfulnefs into^the Funeral r££J£. 
Flames with their t)ead Husbands ; *>*uUL 
becaufe their Sympathetick Minds, lin- 
ked together from their Infancy, were 
then fed with fiich early Taftes of Love^ 
as became the Seminary of thofe ftrong 
4rid forcible Inclinations in their riper 
Years, and made the Pains of Death 
become preferable to a Life abandon^ 
the Society of thofe they fb entirely 
lov'd. For what could fix their Affe* 
ftions more than the cherifhing of 
them in their tender Years, and digefl> 
mg them with their Mother's Milk ? 
Or form their Embrio Paffions into 1 
more Strength and Duration^ than con- 
fining them early to fiich anObjeft, as 
might receive their entire good liking,- 
before ever they were diftraded by va- 
rious volatile AffeGions ? 

But the Reafbn alledg*d by them for 
thefe Infant Marriages, is, becaufe 

Y 2 they 
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they efteem it a matter of more De- 
cency to approach their Brides in their 
purer ftate, before they come to riper 
Years. And for haftening the young 
Miftrefs's Maturity for the Conjugal 
Embraces, great Care is taken of a pro- 
per Diet, and that Ihe feed plentifully 
Mkyiry U pon Milk, boiPd two or three Quarts 
nmifimt. ^ Qn ^ which fay fi n( j by Experience 

is very nourifliing, and ripens them 
for being fit to come together at Ele- 
ven or Twelve. The Husband drinks 
Mtiud largely of melted Butter,which he finds 
Butter yery apt to invigorate his Spirits, and 

IbTkuni- makes u & of it: as oil t0 his Flame - 
ans. Second Marriages, which are in- 

aUom'r" dulg'd to the Men, are folemnly pro- 
Second hibited the Women, becaufc this enga- 
juarH*tu. g es t i ie i r Fidelity fb much the more to 
the firft Lovers, in that they are de- 
barred all Hopes and Profpett of alio- 
thers. But with this Additional Seve- 
rity upon the young Maids, whofe Hus- 
bands die before they cohabit, that they, 
are obliged to a difconfblate Virginity 
all the Days of their Lives ; and mutt 
never contract with another Man, tho* 
they are unfortunately Widows at Six 
or Seven Years of Age. 
\^ Polygamy 
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Polygamy likewife, befides fecond^/wr 
Marriages, is allowed the wanton Hus- E^f^ 
bands, who notwithflanding are not **»<<#. 
often fb very Amorous as to orofecute 
that Liberty, or rather Thraldom, to 
more Wives than one at once. The na- 
ture of the Climate inclines them much 
to this Amorous Paflion, which flings 
then) with impatient Defires,and makes 
them reftlefs by Delays ; and yet tho* 
Marriage upon this account is fb very 
neceffary and agreeable, they do not 
think that the variety of Women will 
compenfate for the double Burthen and 
Inconvenience of them in a Family ; 
nor do they imagin that it's worth their 
while to fatisfie the fervour of their 
wandring Ddires, that is attended with 
fuch a train of mifchievous Confluen- 
ces. A merry Bmnhn was wont often *** *"*• 
to complain of this Folly, of engaging ^J^; 
with two Wives at once, and ventu- 
ring too haftily upon a double Marri- 
age, becaufe the fondnefs of the two 
Wives provoked them to continual 
Feuds and Jealoufies. For he could ne- 
ver enjoy the one without difturbance 
to the other, whole Paflions were pre- 
fently alarm'd upon any token of Kind- 

Y 3 nefi 
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ncfs extraordinary. When he wa§ 
wheedled into a liking of the on^ ? 
the other would pout and ask him 
if he meaijt to forfake her ? And if 
he was going that way, would hold 
him by the Coat, and pull him back 
to her. This urg'd to him, that fhe 
was the Wife of his Youth, that they 
had contra&ed a long and intimate ac- 
quaintance, and his firft fblemn En- 
gagements were made to her : ,The o- 
ther replies to him, that fhe now ought 
to partake more liberally of his Fa- 
vours, and liis Thoughts fhould incline 
more kindly towards her, fince the o- 
ther poflefsM him fb long before. Thus 
the dift rafted Husband was twitted on 
both fides, and at a ftand many times 
which way to turn for his own tran- 
quility and their fatisfa&ion, and often 
in his Indian Englifh confeft, Engtijbfa- 
fbion, fab, heft fajhion have, one Wife 
befi for one Husband. And 'tis feldom 
but among a multitude of Wifes, there 
will now aqd then happen Debates and 
An odd Contefts. We read of a Cuftorti among 
Enfifh the Ancient Britain* which feems pecu* 
cfS/S-liar to themfelves, and not found in the 
*y wins in Stories of any other Nations, either 
**»"* ' -'■■■■< Gvil 
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Civil or Barbarous, not of many Wives 
belonging to ope Husband, which is 
the cafe of many Heathen Nations, 
but a Society of Wives among cer- 
tain numbers, $nd by common confeftt. 
livery Man married a fingle Woman,, 
who was always . after and alone e- 
fteem'd his Wife: But it wasufual 
for five or fix, ten or twelve, or more, 
either Brothers or Friends, as they could 
agree, to have all t their Wives in com- 
mon. But neither did this method pre- 
ferve an entire Amity and Affe&ion a- 
mong them, but lometimes Encounters 
and Difputes happened. 

The Nairos Women hold Matrimo- . 
ny in fuch fingular efteem, That they ^ a,roi 
think itfacred, and IbnecelTary in this trcateflem 
Life, that if they chance to diq Vir-^^ rr * 
gins, they are debarred from entring mVm 
into faradife. And are therefore ex- 
treme fbllicitous of not negle&ing the 
happy opportunity of the Marriage 
fl^te, which is r^ckopd by them a 
neceffary introduction to fo much Blifs. 
,". Cfondeftine, Marriages and ftob^/jj^ 
Brides are things unheard of at Sur*tt.jiw % 
For both the Bridegroom and the Bride, 
aa# their ley^l Attendants^ appear 

Y 4 pub- 
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rht gay /^.publickly in the Richeft Garments, in 
JJJJ?^ gaycft Equipage and fplendour, 
atSumu which they can either purchafe for 
their Money, or procure by their 
Friendfhip. Flags, Flambeaus, Mufick, 
State-Coaches, and Led Horfes, are ail 
too little for this Day's Solemnity. 
The Pretty Bride then puts on her 
coftly Jewels, and is trimm'd with all 
the fineft Silks ; fits Queen of the Ce- 
remony, carried in Triumph through 
the Streets of the City. The Bride- 
groom likewife is fet off with all the 
advantage of rich Cloaths and Trap- 
pings ; and there is nothing great and 
noble in Sur*tt y but is purchased for 
them, according to their Abilities, to 
give credit to the Nuptials, and adorn 
the Solemnity ; which is performed af- 
ter this manner. When the Joyful 
Bridegroom and the Bride, with their 
pftly Equipage and Pompous Train, 
have rnarcht thro* the principal places 
of the City, in publiek view of all 
Spectators, leated upon fbme delicate 
Indian Horfe, or Per fun or Arabian 
Steed, 'ambitioufly courting the Eyes 
and observance of all as they pafs along, 1 
to take notice of that honourable ftate 
* > they 
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they are now proceeding to : When 
with a blamelefs undifguis'd Affurance 
they have finifhM their (lately Progrefs 
thro , all the noted places of tlie Town, 
they turn about to the Bride VHabitati- T h J"* 
on, where they enter, and are feated^* rf " 
oppofite to one another in two Chairs, WMmiu 
with a Table pift between them. Then 
ftretching forth tlieir Hands to each o- 
ther over the Table, they join them to- 
gether, and the Brami^ ftanding by, 
covers each of their Heads with one 
large HoodorPamarin, which is (pread 
over them about a quarter of an Hour, 
'till he has finifht his Prayers for their 
Happinefs, and made an end of his Be- 
nediction ; and then loofing their Hands, 
and uncovering their Heads, the Cere- 
monious part of the Marriage is con- 
cluded. And now the Mirth and Fe- 
ftivity follow ; now they begin to feat- rht GmjU 
ter afcout their Perfumes, to fprinkle *' w **~ 
their Guefts with Role Water, poured *^ w 
upon them out of Silver Cruets, and (b mthRofe- 
refrefh them wkh fweet finells. The w /vUmf 
Cabals and Puggaries, i. e. all their ex- * rJumtu . 
teriour Garments, are wet with Un- 
guents, and Coloured yellow with the 
rich and fragrant Eflence of Saffron, 
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which remains upoa their Cloaths for 
a Week, to declare their prefence at. 
this joyful meeting. For the nature 
of Saffron being very Cordial, and apt 
to exhilerate the Mind, is fprinkled 
outwardly as a token of their inward 
Mirth and Gladnefs. And to com- 
plete this fiimptuous jollity, die Gue/fe 
are all invited to lie down to a large 
and coftly Banquet. 
a Superfli. I n the Celebration of thdfe Marria* 

X?ff r "g es > the y are much a^i^d to the 
**)$ fsr ftri& observance of particular days, 
Mmugu. arK j onjy upQjj t hofe that are account* 
ed lucky, will they undertake the Ce- 
lebration, becaufe their pitiable foo- 
lifh Superftition has laid levere Re- 
firaint upon their Conferences, from 
Marrying upon any days of bad O- 
men. Upon thofe which they account 
Lucky, will fbmetimes l?e iolemnizM: 
more Weddings, than in two or three 
Months at other timea, . jfametimefr 
two or three 1 tiundred on a day. Such? 
rwneraiex- as are Wealthy, continue the fumptu- 
V/^f. oxxs Feftival Entertainments above Che- 
riagu *.fpace of a « Week, which with the 
hetftbl * ar S e Expcnccs at their Funeral Feafb, [ 
PtopUpoor. drains their Fortunes, and keeps them j 

low j 
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low ; and if they are Poor, never buf- 
fers them to grow Wealthy. Thefe 
Charges upon their Eftates, the \Mg- 
g«/ encourages on purpofe, by this Ar- 
tifice to break their Spirits and For- 
tunes, that he may keep them fervile 
and lefs able to Rebel againft him. 

When once the Husband and the 
Wife come to cohabit, flje is then un- A wivtl 
der great diftinaions of Refpea, MdgJ"j£*\ 
ia a manner oblig'd to a kind of fer- *ifr. 
vile Attendance upon his Perlbn , how- 
ever in Language and Deportment the 
JVlan appears very kind and obliging, 
ajad (hews a tendernefs to the Partner 
of his Bed. 

But among all the Nations of the /»< e m 
Jlsfi, the Siamefes excel in Civility of ****'' 
Expreflions to the Female Sex. For£ 
their Language (as we are told) admits L**ei*t' 
no distinction of Mafculine and Femi- {JJ^ 
nine in their Genders, which is the 
caufe, that whenever they would Ex- 
prefs a Woman, they add young to 
the Mafculine, to imply the Feminine ; 
whereby their Language hinders a Wo- 
maufrom ever growing Old, by affix- 
ing always Youth ,to the Female ; as 
when, for Example, they would name 

an 
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anEmprefs,they would fay young Em- 
perour. 
The Bn- The Bramins Marry, as well as the 
n>u"<r- other Indians; and treafiire up fome- 
times abundance of Wealth, which is 
bequeathed to their Families, for main- 
tenance of their Widows, and to por- 
tion their Children. One of the Bra- 
iiBranunV mns 9 who had been ftraitned in his A- 
cr*ft to bilities from giving a competent Por- 
fhnfirbu^oti with his Daughter, which was 
Doubter, then clofely Courted, contrives this 
Stratagem to fqueeze fbme hundreds 
of Roupies from the People for that 
purpofe. He afcended a Tree, which 
flood without the Gates of- his 
City, and then declared, that there he 
would fix his Habitation ; there he 
would ftay and ftarve, and never come 
down, 'till they contributed among 
them to make up the Sum. The af- 
frighted Inhabitants, who are tender 
of the Life of any Animal, thought it 
not fit to dally with that of their Prieft, 
but left his obftinate Refblution of con- 
tinuing there might endanger the wel- 
fare of him they fo highly efteem'd, 
and involve them in the guilt of Sa- 
cred Blood, therefore with - united 

Hearts 
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Hearts they clubb'd together to make 
up a common Purfe, which was deli- 
vered to the Damfel as a Dowry. The 
crafty Prieft upon this defcended from 
perching aloft in the Boughs of the 
Tree, and was kindly congratulated at 
his coming down for {paring his Life, 
which he had taken private Care of 
that it fhould not be in any Danger, by 
engaging an Accomplice to convey to 
him fecretly .what Nourifhment might 
be neceflary for his Subfiftence. 

One fort of Bramins at Suratt, which a flriB 
are by much the ftrifteft Seft among ^JJ^ 
them, do far exceed the reft in Abftra- 
ftions fromSenfe, and abftemious liv- 
ing, and refrain from entring the Con- 
jugal State, left fome Animals, as they 
tell us, might be crufht to Death by 
their mutual Embraces. And there- 
fore to keep^up the Succeffion of this 
Pripfthood, if any Lay-Perfon of their 
Tribe has two or three Sons, one- of 
thefti is chofen from among the reft to 
he confecrated to this Order. This fort 
of Bramins are fparing of their Speech, 
and will rarely fpeak, for fear of killing 
fome invifible Creatures, which they 
affirm float in the Air, and which feme 

of 
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of their Holy Men have feen, thotigH 
others cannot. They alio fweep the 
places where they reft with a firtrfh, left 
they fhould crufh fbrae Animal by fit- 
ting upon it. And for this end a Cloatb 
is always tied crofs their Mouth, and 
faftned at each Ear r to prevent alt in- 
vifible volatile Creatures approaching 
their Breath, left it might prove fatal 
Bramios to them, And though Ablutions are fo 

ftS{^^ *? *"**> }° uniycriiliy pra- 

Sadies. ctis 7 d, and to iolemnly enjonrd, yet carv 

not this fort of Brtmirts be brought o- 

ver to this convenient Difcipline, to 

wafh their Bodies, and cleanfe them- 

felves with Water, for fear of murther- 

ing fbme Creatures which they fancy 

live in that Element. Nor will they 

drink cold Water till it's boil'd,becaufe 

they fay it has Life in it, and that 

*or cut would deftroy it. They neither cut 

tbettHatr -th£iv Beards, nor fhave their Heads; 

but notwithstanding all the Pain of it, 

pull all the Hair up by the Roots/ as 

faft as it grows on thofe parts of their 

Nor maty Bodies. And wholly carelefs of the 

any Fm>/- Future, and never anxious for to Mor- 

f^'*' row's Concerns; they take all chear- 

fully that happens each Day, and of 

the 
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the Provifion which Providence fends 
them, if any 1 Overplus remains, they 
liberally diftribute to fuch as want it, 
and truft the lame Providence for the 
following Day. Thus they live ex 
tempore, and as little fbliicitous for the 
World, as if they had been intimately 
acquainted with our Saviour's Rule, 
Take no thought for to morrow, but let the 
morrow take thought for the -things of it 
felf; fuffcient unto the Day is the Evil 
thereof. 

The Banniansy at the naming of their n* cere. 
Children, which is about Ten Days mm l 4 \ 
after the Nativity, perform that Cere- £X 
mony after this manner. They call to- children. 
gether about a Dozen Children, and 
put into their Hands a large Sheet, 
which is fpread, and they ftanding 
round, take hold of it in a Circle, and 
bear it up from the Ground, The Bra- 
min ftanding by, has brought to him 
thither two or three Sere of Rice, 
which he pours into the middle of the 
Sheet, and upon the Rice lays the 
Child to be named. The youilg Boys 
that hold the Sheet fliake the Child and 
the Rice together to and fro^ for a 
quarter of an Hour, or more. The Fa- 

r ther's 
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ther's Sifter then fteps near, and has 
the right of naming the Child ; but in 
cafe of her Abfence, or Dedth, this Pri* 
viledge devolves upon th6 Father ot 
the Mother of the Infant. When the 
Child has thus received its Name, it 
continues fb for the {pace of a Month or 
two, after the expiration whereof they 
proceed further towards its perfect Ini- 
tiation intp the Bannian Religion ; and 
then it is brought to the Pagode, where 
the Bramin is ready, and mixes fbme 
Shavings of Sandalwood, Champhire, 
Cloves, and feveral other fweet-lcent- 
ed Perfumes* and puts them upon the 
Child's Head ; after which it is efteem* 
ed a Member of their Religion, and 
commences compleat Bannian. 
Women in T**e Mother, till Ten Days after 
childbed Child-bed, is toucht by none but a 
»""***'• dry Nurfe, nor is fhe allowed her felf 
to put forth her Hands for the Dtef- 
fing of any Meat till Forty be paft af- 
ter lyipg in, and fhe be perfectly paft 
her Purification, 
-Rmfag. The Cradles for the Children in In- 
cradles, dia are much eafier, and more conveni- 
ent than ours, that are plac'd and 
move upon the Ground. For theirs are 

hung^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



The Bannians at Siiratt. 337 

hung in the Air by fixings ty'd to each 
end, and faftned to a Beam or Poft a- 
bove, and fb fwing to and fro with a 
fbft quiet Motion by the flighted 
touch of the Hand. And this was an- Z°ub*cbM 
fwerable to the Tendernefs and Care*/*^^* 
they had for their Children's Temper, <*W«f- 
even whilft they were carried in the 
Womb; who provided fuch conveni- 
ent Food and innocent Diverfions, fuch 
pleafing Entertainments of their Senfes 
and Fancy for the Teeming Women at 
that time, that the Minds of the Chil- 
dren might participate thereby of thofe 
Delights, might be chearful and ferene, 
anji free from all difmal Impreffions 
from their Parent ; and fb their Lives 
afterwards might be compofed and ex- 
empt from all anxious Thoughts, from 
all turbulent Defires, and vexatious A- 
gonies of Spirit. And from hence I 
will proceed to one df the laft things I 
fhall take notice of concerning the Ban* 
mans, and that is their Burials. 

As, every Man's coming into the 
World necefTarily infers his going out 
of it, and consequently a Separation of 
Body and Soul ; all the World there- 
fore feems much concerned, what will 
Z become 
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become after Death, of that other part 
of themlelves, in the Sepulture of their 
Five w*ji Bodies. And as there have been five 
^2^3 ways of dilpofing of the Dead ; one, 
to put them into the Ground ; another, 
to caft them into the Water ; the 
third, to leave them in the open Air ; 
the fourth, to burn them ; the fifth, to 
fufier them to be devoured by Beafts : 
So of thefe Five, two have principally 
obtained in the World; that, of 1 com- 
mitting their Bodies to the Earth j and 
rt*Ban- the other, to the Flames. Thelaftof 
S^fthefe is made choice of by the Binm- 
Bmc**£irdns, who carry their dead Bodies to a 
'* ^"'Pile of Wood near the Water-fide, not 
far from Suratt , which is prefently 
kindled after the Corps is laid upon it; 
and when the Flame has reduced it to 
Afhes, the Remains are thrown into 
Fra&*nt the River. They likewife, if they are 

StfXr^k* burn fome fta S rant Wood of 
cwpsl ' g re ^t Value with the Corps, to fweet- 

en the Air, and ihix its Perfumes with 
Bwving the black Exhalations. And were it 
more ho. not for the Tyranny of Cuftom, it 
tSZftl ^ems more Honourable to have our 
rying. Bodies confum'd by that lively Ele- 
ment, than to have them devoured by 

Worms 
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Worms and Putrefa&ion ; whereof 
Fire being an Enemy, and the Emblem 
and moft fenfible Hieroglyphick of Im- 
mortality, there can be no better Ex- 
pedient to fecure our Friends from Obli- 
vion, than that of binning their Bo- 
dies, whereof we have either the Bones 
or Afhes Left, which may be preferved 
whole Ages. The feveral Nations oicuflom * 
the World had Cuftoms of their own, fandtui 
which commencing upon uncertain tUTCm 
Principles, have been deriv'd to their 
Pofterity,andreceiv 7 d with a Religious 
Fancy ; and they would rather die,than 
do an A£t of Violence to them, and be- 
liev'd it the greateft Impiety in the 
World to break them. Whereof He- 
rodotus gives a full Inftance in a Trial 
made by Darius to the Indians and 
Greeks. He askt the Greeks, what th£y 
would take to do as the Indians did, 
who eat their dead Parents and Friends, 
and accounted it the moft honourable 
Burial ? They anfwered, They would^ * 
not do it at any Price. And when he>l ; v 
askt the Indians, upon what Account: 
they would be induced to burn the Bo- 
dies of their Fathers, and not to^at 
them ? They def ired him not to fpeak 

Z 2 tO 
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to them of any fuch horrid Impiety, as 
to burn their Fathers Carkaffes, and 
to deny them the Honour of a Natural 
Burial in the Bowels of their dear Chil- 
dren. This (hews how Cuftom is the 
Spirit and Genius of a Man's A&ions, 
and introduces a Nature and Religion 
it fclf : and were the Prejudice of that ' 
remov'd, other civilizM Nations might 
doubtlefi be as zealous for burning their 
dead Friends, as the BannUns are now- 
adays. 

Fmw 9 ^ e ^ 0UF El ementS Were f° rmer ly 

ofdifrfac worfhipped by the ancient Siamefe, who 
(ftbtir committed their Bodies, when dead, 
m*t the t0 w ^at they adorM when thev were 
Siamcfe. alive, He therefore that worshipped 
the.Earth, made choice of that for his 
Interrment; the Fire confiimM the 
Corps of its Adorers ; the Worfhippers 
of the Air were expos'd to the Birds to 
devour them; and thofe that reveren- 
ced the Element of Water, were drown* 
ed in it at their Burial. This Care of 
mufc Mens Bodies after Death feems natural 
care of to Mankind , and almoft univerfal ; 
tbrir Dead, which Ofiris King of Egyft taking notice 
of, madeufe of as an Encouragement 
to Vertue, and an Argument* tor the 

pra&ice 
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praftice of Morality among his People 
Thofe whole Vertues were Uluftrious, 
and whole Chara&ers were unblemifht, 
were appointed by him to be buried in 
Beautiful Fields, near Memphis, verdant 
with all manner of Flowers ; whilft 
the others were aflign'd to places of 
Punifhment and Ignominy, whole lives 
had been Diflblute and Vicious. 

The Gentiles of India, as if they The Corp* 
were weary of their Friends when a- f" m f°f*' 
live, and loath to harbour them when f™ 'y u ' 
dead, burn the Body fometimes before ynt'dead. 
it is quite dead, and when they think 
it paft recovery. A Bmnian, who was 
Broker to the Englijb, was thus hur- 
ried away to the burning Place, as he 
was juft expiring ; but being happily 
met by the Englijh Surgeon, who felt 
his Pulfe, and gave fome hopes of Re- 
covery, fbme kinder Friend among the 
refti diffwaded the Company from pro- 
ceeding, and in a little time, by the ap- 
plication of a few Cordials, he was re- 
covered to his Health, and by that Mi- 
raculous chance evaded an untimely 

end. Tfjemamm 

The Corps is carried upon a Bier, */ cwywg 
according to the Cuftom of the Moors, 'kjo*** 
Z? attended lilf-Mr ' 
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Attended by Friends and Relations, 
who as they pals along the Road, are 
inceflantly repeating Ram! Ram ! that 
is, in their Language, God ! God ! For 
Ram, they fay, was formerly the name 
of a mighty Prince among them, and 
is now invoked by them, as if he were 
God, or the name tranflated to the 
Almighty. 
sbavwi ^ a &*}*** dies, his Subjects and De- 
ri* /Sir * pendants cut off all their Beards, and 
ijkenrf (have their Heads, as tokens of the 
ajf^'deepeft Mourning for his Deceafe; 
which is fiich a folemn fign of Grief 
and extraordinary Sorrow, that this 
nakednefi and want of Nature's Cover* 
ing and Ornament of the Head and 
Face, is never fhown, but for a Prince, 
a Parent, or fbme neareft Relation. 
Funeral ex- Upon the Death of any Friend, the 
pence* "ft- Bannians we not fparing of their Coft, 
but fpend profiifely in Banqueting and 
Feafts, which are kept publickly for 
the two or three days following ; then 
they obferve upon the fame account f 
the Twelfth, the Twentieth, the Thir- 
tieth, and the Fortieth, befides once 
each Quarter of the fucceeding Year, 
'til the Annual Solemnity returns. And 

he 
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he who at thefe times is parfimcnious, 
and endeavours tocontraft hisExpen- 
ces, is accounted, if he be a Man of 
Wealth, the moft fordid Mifer in the 
World. 

The Impious Opinion which the In- th ^ B(l f m 
Hans formerly entertain'd, of having JLiiim^ 
a power over their own lives, as they Ud fir 
were Mafters of thernfelves, caus "5^to/ 
many of them to venture upon Death 
at pleafcre, and as advantagious to 
the Soul, by fccuring it fame degrees 
of Felicity and Virtue- And for this JjJ^JjS 
reaibn the loving Husband inamourM undJZdd 
with his kind or beautiful Wife, would *■» «** 
lbmetimes burn himfelfwith her in the %*£** 
Funeral Pile, inexpeftation of a happy 
future Enjoyment of her. But this was 
feldom. For it generally fell to the 
Wives lot to be committed to the 
Flames with the dead Husband* And TU k**~ 
this Heathenifh Cuftom was introduced, fa £** 
becaufe of the libidinous difpofition of m bm*t 
the Women, who throe their inordi- 11 ** '*«* 
nate Luft would often poifbn their \*ve- I/ * sba * du 
lent Husbands, to make way for a new 
Lover. This was lb far incouraged 
by the Politick Bramin y who was always 
a Gainer by her Death ; that if any 
Z 4 Woman 
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Tbheufiom Woman refused to burn, her Head was 
{j^j£order'd prefently to be fhav'd, that fhc 
rain*. might appear Contemptible and Infa- 
mous for ever after. For all the Jew- 
els fhe put on, who deckt her Body 
for the Flames, when (he was refblvM 
to die, were carefully lookt after by 
thePrieft, and made his Propriety af- 
ter her Death ; becaufe he only had 
power to touch the Afhes, and rake . 
therein for Gold and Silver. 
^tratfd" Since the Mahometans became Ma- 
j£ the Mo- filers of the Indies, this execrable Cu- 
8^- ftom is much abated, and almoft laid 
afide, by the Orders which the Nabobs 
receive for fuppreffing and extinguifh- 
ing it in all their Provinces. And now 
it is very rare, except it be fome R4- 
jahs Wives, that the Indian Women 
burn at all ; and thofe that do, obtain 
the liberty by coftly Prefents and pow- 
erful Applications to the Governours ; 
by which the Women who are forc'd to 
furvive their Husbands by a fuperioi^r 
Authority, evade that Ignominy and 
Contempt which would otherwife he 
caft upon them. This foolifh defire of 
Dying with their Husbands, is expreft 
by the Poet in thefe Verfes* Proper tius 
L. j.Eleg. 11. VH 
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tybi mortifero Jaffa eft fax ultima Utto 

Vxorum fujisftat fia Turba comis ; 
Et cert amen babent let hi qua viva fequatut 

Conjugium, pudor eft non licuiffe mori ; 
Ardent viftricesy&flammapefforaprdbent, 

Iwfonuntque fuis oraferufta yiris. 

^Tis from this barbarous perfwafion 
of a Power they have of dHpofing of 
their own lives, and thofe that belong 
to them ; that the Tunquineje poyfbn 
each Year one of the Fruits of the Ara- 

*r, and gives it to a Child to eat, 
imagining that by the death of that 
innocent Child, they fhall thrive the 
better the fucceeding Year. And indeed The «***. 
it is an unaccountable Folly in the Indi-fi"'fo"fi 
pis to be fb profligate of their own lives, fU Cmt 
and yet fb fparing of the Life of any 
the moft infignificant living Creature ; 
as if the life of a Man were of left con- 
fcquence and confideration than that 
of a Beaft. The ufefulnefs indeed of 
fbme Brutes may gain them an efteem, 
and the kindnefs and fidelity of others, 
as of the Dog Hircanus belonging to 
Lyfimachus, wno leapt, as we read, into 
the Fire with the Body of his dead Ma- 
tter, 
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fter, and was burnt for Company ; and 
Tyranny even to any Creature argues 
a favage inhumane Nature ; but then 
it argues the pitch of ftupidity and 
madnefi, for a Man to deftroy and caft 
away fcimfelf in a vain fit of Fancy or 
of Humour ; who is by the dignity of 
his Nature advanced fo far above the 
reft of the Animal World. 
Mm Gen- Tho' all the Gentile* do for the moft 
S** £ F 1 * confume the Corps of their Dead 
am&'A. by Fire, yet fbme final! Tombs are feen 
here and there, where their Bodies have 
been immur'd ; but all of them very 
finall and mean in refpe&of the rich and 
ftately Monuments erected by the Prin- 
cipal Europeans near Suratt. For the Ban- 
mans are not of the Opinion of the E- 
gypian Kings, who fancyed that the 
Souls after Death were delighted to ho- 
ver about their Bodies, and to' keep as 
intimate a Correfpondence with them 
as they could ; the Bannians, I lay, ne- 
ver dreamt this, and were not therefore 
ibllicitous for any ftately Receptacle for 
their Bodies after Death, as thole Mo- 
narchs were, who erected thole ftately 
Pyramids, as Palaces of their laft Re- 
pofe; which neither the fury of the 

Ele- 
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Elements, nor the Affaults of Time 
were able to Demolifh; and where 
their Souls might live with their Bo- 
dies fblitary and undifturb'd, by the 
approach or any rude Gueft or vulgar 
Spirit. ' 

Six Years are now elapfed fince a^^Sf 
violent Peftilence firft broke out among *t Suraic 
the Indians at Suratt, and has raged 
without interruption from the time of 
its firft rife, tho not always with equal 
fury ; for as it had fbme fort of Inter- 
val, in the times of the MuJJouns, which 
cool'd the Air ; fb its greateft Paro- 
xyfins were always immediately before, 
and after that Seaibn of the Year. Before 
the Rains fall, the Air is extreme dry 
and parching, and when they are fallen, 
fiich ftore of hot unwholfome vapours 
are raised and fcatter'd in the Air, that 
they give Birth to more Difeafes, than 
all the Year befides produces. Above 
an Hundred Gentiles in one ofthefeSea- 
fbns were carried out of the Gates of 
this City one Morning to be Burnt, 
befides the Moors which were carried 
off by the Plague, and thofe of both 
Cafts which died in the Suburbs ; which 
by a very modefl: Calculation will a- 

mount 
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mount to the number of 300 a Day. 
And yet the Inhabitants are very nu- 
merous ftill, the Streets populous, and 
there is but little appearance of any 
. fuch violent Deftru&ion of the Natives. 

^u Before the Eruption of this Peftilence, 
there happened a fmall Earthquake, 
which alarmM the People, but without 
the Ruin of Houfes, or mortal effe&to 
any Inhabitant. But that which cre- 
***** ates the greateft Admiration in the 
ffi^^MoorSy and not a little Joy in the Englifb, 
'fcE^gtfhis our efca ping all this while the dire- 
fuL?* ftil Influence of this mortal Difeafe, fo 
* that not one Englijb man was ever yet 
affe&ed by it. This makes the Hea- 
thens cry out, that God is among us, 
whilft they obferve whole Families of 
their own fwept away, without the 
leaft Infection touching any one of our 
Nation; they obferve thofe menial 
Servants that attend us, both con- 
ftantly in our Chambers, and in all 
publick places, falling Dead within a 
few Hours after they have left our pre- 
tence ; and both the Wives and Chil- 
dren of thefe perfbns that wait upon us, 
languifhing at home of this Peftilential 
Sicknefs, whilft we all efcape its hor- 
rid 



Digitized by 



Google 



The Bannians at Suratt. 349 

rid Mortal Blafts. And tho' I cannot 
in this cafe but afcribe lomething to 
fecond Caufes, to the generous Wines 
andcoftly Dimes, to the ftrength of 
that Aliment whereon we feed; yet 
when I confider how languid and feeble 
feveral of the Englijb are at fbmetimes 
of the Year, and not withftanding their 
Food, much lefs vigorous and Athle- 
tick in their Bodies than the Indians, 
and therefore lefs able to repel a con- 
tagious Difeafe ; I think there is fbme 
Reafon for the Pious Opinion of the /*- 
fans, and that the Almighty difplays 
an extraordinary Power in our Prefer- 
vation. 

From Balfera we received Advice, in . . 
the Year 1691, that Two Hundred?/™^ 
Thpufand People, in Eighteen Days Ba,fc "« 
time, were taken away by a fweep- 
ing Peftilence ; but it fbon abated its 
Rage, and the violence of it fhorten'd 
its continuance. 

The common Diftemper that de- 
ftroys the moft in India, is Feavers,^'* 
which the Europeans with difficulty ef. iaJta. 
cape, especially if they have boild up 
their Spirits by a fblemn Repaft, and 
been ingag'd in a ftrong Debauch. Be- 

fides 
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ibt Mor- fides this, the Mordechine is another 
***■* Difeaie of which fbme die, which is a 
violent Vomiting and Loofenefs, and 
is eaus'd moft frequently by an Excels 
in Eating, particularly of Fifh and 
Flefh together. It has been Cur'd by a 
Tkcmif Red-hot Iron clapt to the Heel of him 
fc that is tick, lb dole that it renders him 

uneafie by its nearnefs, whereby it 
leaves a Scar behind it. Another Di- 
fttmper with which the Europeans are 
Tit Bar- foretimes afni&ed, is the Barbeers, or 
Uetu ' a deprivation of the Ufe and Activity 
of their Limbs, whereby they are ren- 
dred unable to move either Hand or 
Foot. This arifes lometimes from the 
negleft of guarding the Limbs from the 
cold Vapours of the Night, and Secu- 
ring them from theMoiftnefs of thofe 
No&umal Mifts which are fbme- 
times felt in thele Parts. And nothing 
tbtcw* contributes more to the Recovery of 
the benum'd Limbs, than frequenting 
the Humhums, which are here in great 
plenty. . 

nt whit* The general Eafe and Cure which 
Po»dn the White Powder in India gives to Fea- 
i*dst4i*ft vers, makes that a very common and 
Feavtri. %cc ^ t ^i t R^pt there ; and it has, 

with 
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with very good Succefs, beenadniini- 
ftred in England, fent from thence by 
the Indian Fhyficians. And all their 
Medicines here are generally of the 
cooler fort, becaufe of the Heats to 
which the Climate naturally inclines 
them. 

Tho> Theology is the proper Pro- 
feflion of the Brawns, yet fome of 
them are skilled in Arithmetic^ A- 
ftrology, and Phyfick ; and make pre- 
tentions to the Prediction of Events, 
the Calculation of Nativities, and Cure 
ofDifeafes. But fuch as addift them- sm *a- 
felves to the Praftice of Phyfick, are"«»f*«- 
bound to pay an Annual Fine to the fjf Fb *' 
reft of their Sed, becaufe Phyfick is 
both Advantageous and Foreign to 
their Profemoml & 

A Bramn, who had fpent fbme Years a Bnmia 
in ftudying the Art of Phyfick, was ph /' cian '' 
invited tovifitan Englijb Gentle wo- 2$T£. 
man, labouring under a Chronical Dif-«"« 
eafe, who when he came defir'd a fight 
of her Urine, and pouring it into a 
fmall China, Cup, he let fall upon it 
one drop of Oyle, upon which he made 
this Remark in my pretence. That if 
the Oyl fank to the bottom, it inevitab- 
ly 
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ly betoken'd Death ; the fpreading of 
it felf immediately upon the Urin, pro- 
gnofticated an Increafe of the Diftem- 
per ; but if flowly, and by little and 
little, an abatement of the Dtfeafe. 
n* ty Cooling Herbs, and Congy, that is, 
£" f " Water with Rice boil'd in it, and Ah- 
*"*"' ftinence, are the beft Receipts they 
preferibe for mitigating Inteftine Fer- 
vors of the Spirits, and allaying the 
Heat of the Blood, which they think is 
better preferv'd and cool'd within the 
Veins, than let out, if it boils too faft. 
Ik chfc I could never learn that our Indiat 
^£p!f Phyficians could pretend to thatwon- 
tt '* F "*'*derful j^o^edge i n the Pulfe, which 

thofe of Chin* confidently boaft of, and 
prefiime to lb much Skill in it, as to 
tell not only the Term of a Man's Dif- 
eafe by it to a Day or Hour, but how 
many Years, excepting Violence and 
Accident, a Man in perfed Health may 

live. 

For Aftrology, and Natural Phyfick, 
the Indstn Bramins account themfelves 
however ftill very eminent and re- 
nown'd, by which they foretel fuch di- 
ftant Occurrences, and effeft fuch ftrong 
Operations, as feem to Men very won* 

* derful 
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derful and aftonifhing, and not to be 
done without fbme fecret Recdurfe to 
the Invifible Spirits, or Familiarity with 
Supernatural Powers. We read the 
fame of fome excellent ancient Philofb- 
phers, fo learn'd in the Works of Na- 
ture, as thereby to point out the times v 
both of Eclipfes in the Planets, and 
Commotions in the State, Earthquakes 
and Inundations, Storms at Sea, and 
Plagues at Land. And that the Reader 
may fee that their extraordinary Skill 
in Magical Operations is not yet va- 
niiht, I will here relate a Story of them,»ip tm 
which I remember was often publickly '&$&?* 
repeated by the laft Prefident at S*-*/*Bci n 
rm y Bartholomew Harris , concerning a ""^ 
certain Bramin, in the time of the Pre- 
fidency of Mr. Jungers, who foretold 
the Arrival of a certain Englifh Ship fe- 
veral Months before fhe came to the 
Harbour. Prefident Aungers being un- 
der a Difturbance of Mind, and op- 
prefs'd with fbme perplexM Thoughts 
% for want of Intelligence from England, 
was defirM by the Br ami* Phyfician, 
who obferv'd his Grief* and the me- 
lancholy of his Spirit, the Reafbn of his , 
Concern and dejefted Looks, with a 
A a chearful 
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diearful Tender of his Service,and Wil* 
lingncfs to adminifter to hun in any 
thing that might contribute to the re- 
moval of his Malady, and to his Cure. 
The Prefident told him > that it was be- 
yond the Power of Phyfick to heal his 
Difeafe, or abate that Diftemper he 
laboured under ; that no Cordial could 
revive his Thoughts, but News from 
England ; or chear his Heart, except it 
were the fight of an Englifh Ship, 
which he had long expc&ed, but now 
defpairs of. If *n Englifh Ship then y 
lays the Bramin y is your only Cure, be 
f leafed to give me leave to be abfent for 
three or four Days, and Iqueflion not by 
that time but to remove your Trouble ^ am 
brim you undoubted News of that Medicine 
* you long for. Upon which the Prefident 
confented to his Departure for that 
time, and withal promised him as an 
Encouragement to his Skill, a rich Pa* 
ramin, or Indian Mantle, for a Reward. 
Within Four Days the Bramin returns, 
and addreffing himfelf to the Prefident, 
aflur'd him, that at fuch a time an 
Englifh Ship would arrive at Suratt Ri- 
ver's Mouth, with fuch a particular 
Perfbn, who had formerly been in In- 
dia, 
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Hi, on board her ; and that on (uch a 
particular Day of the Month he would 
arrive at the Cuftom-Houfe of Suratt, 
before Eleven in the Morning. The 
Prefident pleas'd with this Aflurance* 
and this confident Relation of the Br*, 
min, diverted himfelf with the thoughts 
of it for fbme time, and a little after 
rehears'd it jocularly at a publick Din- 
ner to all the Fa&ors; The Young 
Men who heard this Difcourfe, did 
fometime after recoiled with thenv 
felves, as they were walking down the 
Banks of the River to enjoy the Morn* 
ing Breeze, that this was the critical 
Morning foretold by the Brami*, when 
anE*g/#Ship fhould arrive, andfuch 
a particular Perlbn in her. The 
Thoughts of it haften'd them back a- 
gain towards the Cuftom-Houfe, to en- 
quire if there were any Englijb News ; 
and upon their Return were furpriz d 
at the fight of an Engtijb Boat, which 
they efpyed was rowing up the River ; 
and were no fooner arrived at the Cu- 
ftom-Houfe, but they found the Englijb 
Man who had been expeaed in her. 
The News of this was very grateful to 
the Prefident, and not ungrateful to 
Aa 2 th*. 
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the Brmin^ who received a curious Pa- 
ramin from the Hands of the Gover- 
nour, whom he had obliged with fo 
faithful and particular a Prophetiek Re- 
lation. 

And the worthy Prefident Mr. Har- 
ris, who had himfelf been fometimes 
in diftrefs for Englijb News, has like- 
wife told me of a Bromines Propofalsto 
him, of bringing him undoubted In- 
telligence, how the Companies Affairs 
in Englmd, flood, within the fpace of 
four days. But that he durft not ac- 
cept of the Propofition, becaufe he was 
confident that it depended upon the 
Affiftance of a Familiar. And furely 
thofe fprightly Beings can eafily di£ 
patch a very tedious Voyage in a ve- 
ry fhort time. For if we only confi- 
aer the nimble progrefs of Light thro' 
the Air, with what fwiftnefs it darts 
its bright a&ive Atoms from Eajl to 
Wefi, and flies thro 7 the immenfe Ex- 
panfe from the lofty Regions of the 
Skie ; we cannot with any great Rea- 
fbn deny this fame or greater Power 
to the aftive Spirits ofDarknefs, who 
are ftript of all the Clogs of Matter, 
and void of all material SubfUnce, 

The 
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The Etonians are far from any thing *** 
of Severity, and not prone to the in-JgJ*jL 
Sifting any Corporal Rinifl3nients,fcrX 
and have a perteft Antipathy to 
thofe that are Capital ; but the ignomi- 
nious Punifhment which they all forely 
dread, is Slippering ; that is, when any 
Pcrfbn, who h^s oeen offended by a 
Rpmian, takes off his Slipper, fpitts 
upon it, and then ftrikes the B*vmi*m 
with thefble of it. This is more de~ 
teftable and abominated by them, than 
for any among us to fpitt or throw 
dirt in another's Face ; for it is not on- 
ly efteemM the moft hainous Abuie, but 
tne redemption of the Affront is very 
coftly, and the difgrace is not wiped 
off without difficulty and Expence* This 
touching the Bannian with the fble of 
a Slipper, is as unfavorable and odi- 
ous in India, as touching with the Hand 
the Head of a Siamefe ; for that being £» 4f 
the higheft part of the Body, is with^'*** 
them accounted of principal Honour, Head ** 
and never to be ftroakt or toucht with* siam » 
out the greateft Offence and Affront. 
Infomuch that the King himfelf per- 
mits no Perfon to drefs his Head, but 
is lb far his own V^let, that he puts the 
Covering upon it himfelf. This 
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This is the Subftance of what I 
thought might contribute to fill the 
Account of the Bannians y of whom I 
have difcours'd concerning their Na, 
tural Tempers, and Religious Opinions 
concerning their Abftinence, and Days 
of Devotion ; their Diet and Ingenui- 
ty in their Vocations ; their Attire and 
Ornaments ; their Marriages ; Naming 
of their Children, and their Burials ; 
and have Concluded with a Relation of 
fbme of the common Difeafes of Jwtof, 
and of the tedious Plague at Suratt. 
And fliall now endeavour to entertain 
the Reader with a Defcription of the 
ftrange Manners of the Indian faquirs 
near Suratt, and with an Account of 
the farfitsy and Halakbors; 
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F A Q^U IAS 

NEAR 

S U R A T T. 

HP 1 * W O Miles diftant from Suratt, p^. 
1 is a very delightful place, nam'd rock, fre- 
VulfHrrockf&dorn'd with pleafant Walks £*£.* 
and Groves of Trees, near the gentle quirs. 
Streams of the River Taffy. The 
Ground is all very even, except only 
near the Banks of the River, where 
the riling Hills enlarge the prolpect up- 
on the Water. And the Hot Air is 
temper'd by the ihady Walks under 
the fpreading Branches, andthenear- 
nefs of the Current of the Water glide- 
ing by. For thefe Religious Stmtones 
A a 4 here, 
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here, as well as in Europe, are inclu- 
ftrious in culling out the moft delight T 
fill Habitations in the Country, and 
taking up their Abode where ever ei- 
ther Art or Nature Invite their Refi- 
dence by a commodious pleafant D wel- 
ling. For there is not any place near 
Suratt, that yields either the Beauty, 
or the Delight that Pulparrock affords. 
2 JS The Original of thefe Holy Mendi- 
Faguin. cants is afcrib'd, according to their Ac- 
count, to a certain Prince named Revan f 
who quarrelFd with Ram % a Knowing 
and Victorious Prince ; and being Con- 
quered and deprived of all by a certain 
Ape named Herman, or Hanneman r 
which was his Affiftant on Earth, fpent 
the remainder of his Days in Pilgri- 
mage, and rambling, without any Main- 
tenance either to himfelf or his Follow- 
ers, but what was given them in Cha- 
rity : It was for the good Services done 
to Ram in his Life time by the Apes, 
J^JjJj^ that they are info great Efteemboth 
fir Apes, with the Moors and Gentues in the In- 
dies ; and this arch unlucky Creature 
is in that Repute among them all, that 
they ferioufly declare, mre the Blood of 
one of them fpilt upon the Ground, the 
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tartb would fuddenly become unfruitful, 
and the Judgment upon it would be at leafi 
a Tears Famin. And therefore when a 
large Ape had broke loofe from the Eng- 
lish Fa&ory at Suratt, and skipping to 
and fro* had fhatch'd away feveral 
things of value, and in his Anger had 
bit a Child or two fo forely, that they 
afterwards died of the Wounds, (as it 
was reported,) yet was it an inexcu- 
fable Crime at the fame time for any 
violent Hand to touch him., 

Thefe Philofbphical Saints have fince**; 5"£ 
the firft forming of their Order, aCBy£* 
famM a liberty of taking that by vio- 
lence, which they find is denied their 
civil Requefts, and fbmetimes force a 
Charity from the People, when Intrea- 
ties cannot prevail, especially in the 
Country Villages. For their numbers 
render them imperious, and upon pre- 
tenfion of extraordinary San&ity, they 
commit a thoufand Villanies unbecom- 
ing their Profeflion. They imitate 
the Romifb Orders in Vows of Piety 
and Celibacy, and in their Pretenfions 
to a ftrange Intimacy, and prevailing 
Intereft with Heaven. Thus they en- 
deavour to raifc their Veneration and 

Refpeft$ 
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Refpcft; thus they acquire conftan* 
Homage and Addrefs, daily Applica- 
tions, and large Prefents from thePeopile* 
And fome, by a teeming negle£k of 
themfelves, indulge their Bodies, and 
pamper their Ambition the more. 
n*r jfe They are called Faquirs by the Na- 
***fi* tives, but Ajbvun commonly by us, 
becaufc of the abundance of Awes with 
which they powder their Heads, and 
mix with their Hair, which falls down 
fometimes to the middle of their Backs* 
They ufe no Pillabers to repofe their 
Heads on, but lay them unconcernedly 
upon the Ground, where they gather a 
conflant fiipply of Dull andFilth,which 
makes them (in their Opinion) of a 
very becoming appearance, becaufe it 
is fqualid, but gives the Afcetick or vo- 
tary in our Eyes a very difagreeable 
and fordid Alpeft. 
The imm>. Of this Perfuafion and kind of life, 
J^ ^ are feveral forts both among the G*»- 
qwt. tiles and the Moors ; fome of whom 
fhew their Devotion by a fhamelefs ap* 
pearance, and walking naked, without 
the lead Rag of Gloaths to cover them. 
And even at Mid-day, and in the heart 
of the City, and places of chief Con- 

courfe, 
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courfe, will they walk the Streets, 
as fhamelefs and unconcern'd, as if they 
were Cloathed all over. The conftaot 
fight of them in the City, which offers 
it felf at every turn, abates that bafh- 
fulncfs in the Spe&ators, which liich 
an immodefty might be apt to create, 
and diverts neither Sex from their So- 
ciety, from a familiar Converfation 
and Intimacy with them ; and Cuftom 
has wore off all that Coynels even in 
the Women, which would be ftartled 
atfuch an mmodeft Spectacle at firft. 

Others mane folcmn Vows of cochHufeovA 
tinuance in fuck and fuch kind of Po-JJEJ^ 
{hires all the dajs of their life, and tktfe f«- 
will never move torn them or alter V^ 
them, tho' the Pains ire never fb vio- 
lent, which feem to bcattended with 
lb much Torture, as woUd even force 
them to forbear. For thefc are Peni- 
tentiaries in carneft, without my Mask 
or poflible appearance of Dectit, and 
voluntarily mortifie their Limk, and 
diftort their Joints to a perfect Difloca* 
tion. For by the Delufions of Satan, 
thefe infatuated Votaries are pbnefled 
with a wretched Opinion of making 
themfelves unfpeakably happy hereafT 
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ter by tbefe infiifferable Torments 
here ; And the Enemy of Mankind, 
impatient of Delays in exercifing his 
infernal Cruelty, perfiiades them to 
undergo thefe Torments which will 
end in making them Meritorious 
Saints, and that by thefe horrid Pa* 
nifliments they may fecure a future 
larger Blifs. 

Among thefe violent Pqftures, iomq 
I obferv'd with both their Arms 
ftretcht out toward Heaven continue' 
ally, which they never kt fkl), ancl 
are therefore by long afe grown fo 
much into that Pofitio*, that by long; 
continuance it begin* to grow Natu- 
ral, and without Violence they can- 
not move them downward. The Nails 
from their Fins^ t00 > are grown be- 
yond the Pa^s of any Lyon, into 
three or fi»v Inches length, (by an O- 
pinion w*ich they have imbibed, like 
that of *te Emperour ofjapa*, who, 
after Ms Corpnation, is ckperr'd from 
permitting either Razor or Sciflers to 
come near his Hair or Nails,) upon a 
Perfuafion that it is a kind of Sacri- 
ledge in thofe cafes to cut them. 

Others 
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Others, as devout as thefe, gaze with 
their Eyes continually toward Heaven, 
by holding their Faces dire&ly up- 
wards; They throw their Heads fo far 
backwards between their Shoulders, 
that their Eyes can never behold any 
other Obje& but the Stars and Sky, 
whither with unwearied Earneftncfs 
they look continually, delighted as it 
were with the pleafant fight of the ble£ 
fed Regions above, and loath to caft 
their Eyes upon any thing of this vile 
aiid wicked World. But before their 
Eyes can be thus fixt, and their Heads 
fetled in this Pofture, the Faquirs run 
thro* much Uneafinefs and Trouble, 
molefted both in the Utterance of their 
Words,and in receiving any Food. And 
both thofe who extend their Arms con- 
tinually towards Heaven, as if they 
were reaching at that place ; and thole 
whofe Eyes areconltantly fixt upwards, 
are rendred thereby wholly unfervicqa- 
ble to themfelves, and are therefore 
attended always by a Servant oi two, 
who adminifter to them in their Ne- 
ceflities, and conduft the gazing Saint? 
to different places of Abode* 

Others 
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Others there are with their Right 
Arm brought round the Neck over the 
left Shoulder, and the Left Arm over 
the Right Shoulder, and their Fingers 
clalping one another before their 
Breads, with the Palms of their Hands 
turnM outwards. This twifts the Arms, 
diflocates theShoulder-bones,and there- 
fore vexes the Patient with inexpreffi- 
ble Torments. 

Some of the Ftquirs neither fit, nor 
ever lie down, but conftantly either 
walk or lean. They lean upon a fmali 
Pillow, or Quilt, laid upon a Rope, 
which hangs down from the Boughs of 
a Tree, where the two Ends are faft- 
ned above, and fwing in that pofture 
to and fro Day and Night. But when 
thefe faquirs prepare themfelves to 
pray, they change this Gefture, and 
faften their Feet in two Ropes that 
hang down from the Boughs of a Tree, 
and with their Heels upwards, and 
their Heads down, as if they were a- 
fliam'd to lift up their Eyes to Heaven, 
they pour out their powerful Supplica- 
tions. And from the Prayers of thefe 
humble Saints are expected to flow 
confiderable Bleflings, and the preven- 
tion of many Miichiefs. 

Some 
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Some of thefe devoted Mendicants 
extend only one Hand toward Heaven, 
others turn only one Arm round their 
Shoulders. But they are all in lingular 
Efteem, and religioufly refbrted to by 
the Vulgar; and by thefe Diftortions 
of their Bbdies they gain the Repute of 
Men of perfect Hearts and of upright 
Minds* 

Befides thefe painful unnatural Po- a (*+*& 
ftures near Suratt, a favage Cuftom is JJffJ^. 
ftill maintained by the Gentiles near war. 
Cdfwgr y in offering Sacrifice to the God 
of Plenty, at the Seafon of the growing 
Corn. The Bramins at this time kill a 
Cock, and make an Oblation of his 
Blood, as was ufual with other Hea- 
thens ; while the People that are con- 
cerned in it are ftruck with amazing 
Horror and Confternation, their Faces 
are writhed, and their Looks ghaftly ; 
their Flefh creeps upon them, and their 
Joints tremble ; and to all Men they 
appear frightful, as if they were pofc 
felled ; and they own too, that the De- 
vil at that time inhabits them, and 
acquaints them with feveral ftrange 
things. After the Sacrifice is paft, Six 
Men, and an equal number of Women, 
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are appointed to perform a Ceremony 
very dreadful. Upon each fide of the 
Back-bone of the Men are ftuck two 
Iron Hooks into the Flefh, by which 
they are lifted up to the top of a Pole 
ftanding out like a Gibbet^ above 20 
Foot high. This Gibbet is faftenM to 
an Engine with four Wheels, which is 
drawn upon the Ground above a Mile, 
with the Men hanging upon the Ten- 
ters all the way. The Women have 
each of them a fort of Bafon upon their 
Heads, upon which are let Six Cups as 
large as Tea-Cups, one upon another, 
With Fire in each of them, which being 
very tottering, makes the Women ex- 
ceding careful how they tread ; left if 
they flip, and thereby any Cup falls, 
or the Fire be fhaken out of any, the 
Woman forfeits her Life, and is fen- 
tene'd to immediate Death. But if 
with Care and Dexterity they gathro' 
with the Walk as far as the Men, .they 
then are fafe, and the Solemnity ceafes. 
And notwithstanding all the tedioufaefs 
of the PaJTage, and the jogging of the 
Carriage whereon they hang, which 
one would think would force the Hooks 
to tear the Flefh in pieces ; yet will the 
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Men, poor miferable Wretches / take 
Swords and brandifh them in their 
Hands, as it were, in defiance of their 
Torments all the way 

The Faquirs refbrt fometimes toge- 
ther in great numbers, and live upon 
the Spoil and Alms of the Country, as 
they pals in their Pilgrimage. If they 
find the People unwilling to give, 
they audacioufly demand, and that not 
in the humble ftrain for a Pice or two, 
butfawcily beg a Roupie. One ofthefe^, - 
Mendicants in a petulant Humour, im- * f*wy 
pudently requefted from an Englijb Pre- F4 9 uir « 
fident, whom he met abroad, twenty 
Roupies. The Prefident to humour his 
Forwardncfs and Impudence, offer'd 
him Niheteen,which he magnanimoufly 
refilled, becaufe he thought it unbe- 
coming his Greatnefs, to fink a Far- 
thing below his firft demands. 

Of -thefe Imperious Godly Beggars, 
I have feen an hundred (at lealt) of 
them in a Company, feated under a 
fliady Grove of Trees, rejoycing at a 
pubhck Entertainment, which was pre- 
pared by a leading Man of their Com- 
pany. I obfervM that they drunk very 
freely of Bang, fteep'd in Water, while 

Bb I 
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I flood among them, whole Intoxica- 
ting quality is very apt to difturb the 
the Fa- Brain. Which made me enquire whe- 
Tdlri™? ther fuch Jovial Meetings were not 
their Feaftt apt to end in Madnefs and Quarrels ;► 
and the Excefs of that Liquor, by kin- 
dling an unruly Heat, difturb their Spi- 
rits, and convert their friendly Meet- 
ings into feuds and difcords, and mifc 
chievous Debates ? To which they an- 
fwer'd, That they took care of pre- 
ferving Peace and Amity, and as much 
decency and order at thefe times of 
Mirth, as at their ordinary Meetings ; 
for which end, they chofe a number 
from among themfelves, who were to* 
tally debarr'd from Drinking, and 
were Cenfbrs upon others, to infpeft 
their Carriage, and interpofe in their 
Difputes, to reftrain them from all ex- 
orbitant Mirth, and exceflive Drink- 
ing- 
The Perfics Befides the Moors and the Bannians^ 
and thefe Faquirs, which belong to 
both Profeffions, the Perftes area Se£l 
very confiderable in India, of whom 
the Tradition is, that coming from 
Perfia in a Tempeft, at the time that 
Mahomet and his Followers gave Laws 

to 
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to the Pfr//^/ 7 (which they were unwil- 
ling to fubmit to) they were driven to 
that diftrefs, that they almoft dejfpair'd, 
of Life, 'till hearing a Cock Crow,; and 
efpying Fire at Land, they recovered 
their hopes of fafety, and gain'dafpee- 
dy Arrival. The Cock therefore is as rbcir R < m 
much efteemM by them, as the Cow is^ " n % 
by the Bar,nians f of the lives of both** ***. 
which, they are the zealous Patrons and 
Prote&ors. For the Worshipping of 
Fire feems to be the Ancienteft inftance 
of Idolatry in the World, inafmuch (as 
fome think) that Caw r after he was ba- 
nifhed from the Prefence of the Lord^ 
turned a downright Idolater, and then 
introduced the Worfhip of the Sun, as 
the beft refemblance he could find of 
the Glory of the Lord, which was wont 
to appear in a flaming Light. And in 
after-times, they Worshipped Fire in 
the Eaftern Countries, as the beft Emr 
blem of the Sun, when it was abfent. 
Nor was the Veftai Fire ever more Sa- 
cred, than all other Fires are with the 
Perfies, the extin&ion of which, if it is 
voluntary, is a Crime as hainous, as if 
the vital Heat of the Cock, or fbme 
other beloved Animal were deftroyM ; 
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fo that if their Houfes were on Fire, 
they would f ooner be perfuaded to pour 
on Oyl to increafe, than Water to at 
fwage the Flame. If a Candle is once 
lighted, they would judge the Breath 
of him more than Peftilential, that durft 
attempt to blow it out. And a Perjy 
Servant, who is commanded to bring 
a hot Steel, and warm with it a Bow! 
of Punch, will plead his Excufe, and 
that he dare not haft en the eoolnefs of 
the Steel by a violent abatement of the 
Heat. The a&ive Flame muft be al- 
lowed to live, whilft there's any Fuel 
for it to feed on ; if the Fire is once 
kindled, all care is taken that it comes 
to a natural Expiration, and no vio- 
lence allow'd to bring it to a period 
{boner. Another account we have for 
their refpeft for Fire, is, that their 
great Law-giver %ertooft f was taken 
into Heaven, and brought from thence 
Fire with him (Prometheus like) which 
he commanded his Followers after- 
wards to Worfhip. 

They have other Fables concerning 
Abraham, that he was once in the De- 
vil's Power, who exposM him to the 
Flames, but the kind Fire would not 
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fatten on him ; from which they infer 
the great unreafbnablenefs of deft rov- 
ing that Element, which was lb averfe, 
fnotwithftanding all its Fury) from 
hurting Abraham their Friend; thej?*^ 
Reafon of this may be, becaufe that A- ** ww * 
brabam came from the Land of Zte, 
which fignifies Fire, which might give 
the occafion for the Fable of his E* 
leaping the Fire. 

They own and Adore one Supreme 
Being, to whom, as he is the Original 
of afi things ; they dedicate the firft 
Day of every Month, in a Iblernn ob- 
fervance of his Worfhip. And enjoin, 
be/ides thefe, (bme others for the Cele- 
bration of Publick Pravers. 

At their folemn Feftivals, whither E^bit §* 
an hundred or two Ibmetimes refort, 
in the Suburbs of the City, each Man 
according to his Fancy and Ability, 
brings with him his Vi&uals, which is 
equally diftrihuted, and eat in common 
by all that are preient. For they fhew 
a firm Affe&ion to all of their own 
Sentiments in Religion, aflift the Poor, 
and are very ready to provide for the 
Sujftenance and Comfort of fuch as 
want it. Their univerlal Kindnels, ei- 
Bb 3 ther 
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li»J crfes t ^ ier * n ^ m P^°yi n g ^ c ^ as are Needy 
their lln a nd able to work, or bellowing a fea- 
c*ft. lbnable bounteous Charity to fuch as 
are Infirm and Miferable ; leave no 
Man deftitute of Relief, rior fuffer a 
Beggar in all their Tribe ; and herein 
(b far comply with that excellent Rule 
of Pythagoras, to enjoy a kind of Commu- 
nity among Friends. 
ThiirTran- Thefe Perfies are by another Name 
fptrtatjon termM Gaures, or Worfhippers of Fire, 
becaufe of their Veneration for that JB- 
lement \ and w r ere Tranfported into 
India, when Calyf Omar reduc'd the 
Kingdom of Perfia, under the Power of 
the Mahometans ; and they profefs the 
Ancient Religion of the Perjians. But 
their Religion fpread it felf more We- 
flerly, it leems than Ferfia ; for the 
Babylonians, who by their Religious 
Dilcipline, were engag'd to the Wor- 
fhipping the Sun, did likewife under 
the Names of Nego, and Shaca, Adore 
the Fire and the Earth. And the Pa- 
tents of Gregory Nazianzene, who was 
born in the Fourth Century at Ariak- 
'z>um, an obfcure Village belonging to 
'Nazianzum, a Town of the fecond Cap* 
padocia, were of a mixt Religion made 
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up of Judaifm and Paganifm, or rather 
fbmc felcft Rites of both ; for with 
the Gentiles they did honour to Fire 
and burning Lights, but reje&ed Idols 
and Sacrifices ; and with the Jews they 
obfervM the Sabbath. But I believe 
what remains of this Caft, are moft of 
them in the Kingdom of the Great Mo- 
gul. But we read of fbme in Perfta of 
great Antiquity. For near Tefd in the 
Province ot Jyraek, (or Hierack Agemi) 
which yields the richeft and Faireft 
Tapeftries of all Perfia, and of the 
World ; and on the Mountain Albors y 
there are yet fbme Worlhipers of Fire, 
who are laid to have ufed it above 
3000 Years. 

They are not quite (b Abftemious in super- 
their Diet as the Bannians, but Super- #'?« /«- 
ftitioufly refufe to drink after anyJJJj' 
Stranger, out of the fame Cup. Some 
Hindoes will eat of one kind of Flefh, 
fbme of another,but ail refrain from Bief^ 
out of refpeft to Kine. 

In their Callings they are very In- M«y of 
duftrious and diligent, and careful to'^J^J cl 
train up their Children to Arts and 
Labour. They are the principal Men 
at the Loom in all the Country, and 

B b 4 moft 



Digitized by 



Google 



1j6 A Voyage to Suratt. 

moft of the Silks and Stuffs at Suratt^ 
are made by their Hands. The High- 
Prieft of the Perfies is called Deftoor y 
their Ordinary TrieilsDaroos y orHdrboods. 
I fhall not mention their Marriages, 
which much relemble the manner of 
the BannianSj but proceed only to a 
Defcription of their way of Burying, 
thijriud which is this. The noblcft Sepulture 
&3*it'tht which they fancy they can beftow up- 
Birds of on their deceafed Friends, is expofing 
Fre}m them to be devoured by the Fowls of 
the Air, and beftowing their Carcaffes 
The cere- on the Birds of Prey. After .the Bo- 
tmny uftd dy is for fome time dead, the Hddr 
fc%Sir ct)ors (which area fort of fordid Indi- 
birub. mi) take and carry it out upon a Bie? 
into the open Fields, near the place 
where it is expos'd to the Fowls of 
Heaven. When 'tis there decently der 
pofited upon the Ground, a particular 
Friend beats the Fields and neighbour- 
ing Villages, upon the hunt for a Dog, 
'till he can find one out ; and having 
had the good luck to meet him, he 
cheriihes and intices him with a Cake 
of Bread, which he carries in his Hand 
for that purpofo, 'till he draws him 
as near the Corps as he is able; for 
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the nearer the Dog is brought to the 
dead Body, the nearer are its approach- 
es to Felicity. And if the hungry Cur 
can by bits of Cake be brought fo 
nigh the Deceafed, as to come up to 
him, and take a ^iece out of his Mouth, 
'tis then an unqueftionable Sign, that 
the Condition he died in was yery hap- 
py ; but if the timorous Dog ftartles 
at the fight, or loaths the Obje&, or 
being lately well fed, has no Stomach 
to that ordinary Morfel, which he muft 
(hatch out or the dead Man's Jaws, 
the Cafe then with him is defperate, 
and his ftate deplorable. The poor 
Man whom I few, was by thefe Pro- 
gnofticks, very miferable ; for the ftur- 
dy Cur would by no means be inticed 
to any diftance near him. When the 
Dog has finifht his part of the Cere- 
mony, two Daroos, at a Furlong's di* 
ftance from the Bier, ftand up with 
joined Hands, and loudly repeat for 
near half an hour, a tedious Form of 
Prayer by Heart ; but; with fuch a 
quick dif patch, that they fcarce drew 
Breath all the while, as if they had 
been under fbme invincible neceuity of 
running over the Words in fuch a time. 

All 
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All the while they were thus gabling, 
a piece of White Paper faften'd to 
each Ear, oVethwart the Face, hung 
down two or three Inches below the 
Chin ; and as fbon as they had ended 
their Petitions, the HaUlchors took up 
the Corps, and conveyed it to the Re- 
pofitory/which was near j all the Com- 
pany ranking themfelves by two and 
two', and following it with joined 
Hands. The place of Sepulture is in 
the open Fields, within a Wall built 
in form of a Circle, about twelve Foot 
high, and about an hundred in the Cir- 
cumference; in the middle of which 
was a Door of Stone about fix foot from 
the ground, which was open'd to ad- 
mit the Corps. The Ground within the 
Walls is rais'd above four Foot, and 
made fhelving towards the Corner, 
that the Filth and Moifture which are 
drain'd continually from the Car- 
caffes, may by an eafie paflage defcend 
into a Sink made in the middle to re- 
ceive them. The Corps therefore was 
left here, and all the Company depart- 
ing thence, betook themlelves to a Ri- 
volet that run near the place for Ablu- 
tion, to cleanfe themfelves from what 
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defilements, on this Melancholy occa- 
fion, they might have contra&ed ; and 
retirM afterwards to their proper Habi- 
tations in the City, from whence this 
place is diftant about a Mile. But with- 
iqthe fpace of a Day or two after, 
ftthe of the neareft Relatives return a- 
gain hither, to obferve which of the 
Eyes of their deceafed Friend was firft 
pickt out by the hungry Vultures ; and 
if thej jkia that the right Eye was firft 
feisM on, this abodes undoubted Hap- 
pinefs; if the left, they then are fbrrow- 
ful, for that's a direful fign of his Mi- 
fery. 

The Perfies are very nice in the pre- 
fervation of their Hair, and careful to ^aw 
prefer ve whatever is cut off their Heads h*i**ti 
or Beards, that nothing of it be loft or ft*. 
carelefly thrown about, but once a Year 
be decently laid in their Burying place; 
A defcription of which, tho' it be dreft 
with nothing but Horrour, yet may 
here properly be inferted. 

The Burying-place of the Perfies is rttPerfies 
an Objed the moft dreadful, and of *■»«*»• 
the moft horrid Profpeft in the World, mi '^ u 
and much more frightful than a Field 
of Slaughtered Men. It contains a numb* 
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er of Carcaffcs of very different difi- 
greeable Colours and Afpe&s. Some 
are fcen there bleeding frefh, but fo 
torn by the Vultures that croud upon 
the Walls, that their Faces refemble 
that of a Death's Head, with the Eye* 
balls out, and all the Ffefh upon t?& 
Cheeks pickt off. And on the Fle£hy 
part of the Body, where the Ravenous 
Bird tafted a more delicious Morfel, are 
eaten feveral large Holes, and all the 
Skin on every part is mangled, and torn 
by the (harp Beaks of thefc devouring 
Creatures. Here was a Leg, and there 
an Arm, here lay half, and there the 
quarter of a Man. Some looked as if 
they were partly Jelly, others were 
hardened like Tanned Leather, by the 
various operations of the Sun and Wea- 
ther upon them : Here lay one pickt as 
clean as a Skeleton, near that, another 
with the Skin in feme parts Green, in o- 
thers Yellow, and the whole fo difco- 
loured, as if all within were Putrefa- 
Orion. A fight terrible enough almoflr 
toafright an hungry Vulture from his 
Prey. But thefe Birds are moft de- 
lighted with thefe dilrnal Qbjeflfcs, and 
that noifbm finell which evaporates 

from 
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from the dead Corps affords a pieafent 
Odour to their Senfes. The ftench of 
(he Bodies is intolerable, and of ma- 
lignity fufficient to fthke any Man dead 
that would endure it j and yet the Vul- 
tures chufc to fit to the Leeward upon 
the Wall, luxurioufly to (lick up and 
indulge their finell with thefe deadly 
foul Vapours. Some of thefe glutted 
Birds were fo cloy'd and crammM with 
Humane Flefh, that they feem'd Icarce 
able to take Wing, and the Feathers 
of others were much moulted away, by 
this kind of rank feeding. 

Befides this manner of Burying, in 
ufe with the Perfietj near Suratt, there 
are other Eaftern Nations who have 
peculiarly affe&ed the Intombing their 
dead Bodies in Animals. The Inha- 
bitants of Pegu reckon him happy, whole Tm odd 
Fate it is to be devoured by a Croco- "w.tf 
dile. And the Natives formerly, near WVHlt 
the Mouth of Ganges, if weary of this 
life by Sicknels or Old Age, commit- 
ted themlelves to be devoured by the 
Dog-Fifh, as the fafeft paffage to their 
future Felicity. 

The 
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The Hahi- The Haldchors, (whom I occafional- 
2?5rnf ^y nientionM a little before) are ano- 
People, ther fort of Indians at Surait, the moft 
contemptible, but extremely neceffary 
to be there. They are term'd HaUU 
chors y by the Moors and Indians, in the 
Perjian Language, which fignifies Eat- 
alls , or Eaters at large. They will in- 
dulge themfelves with Wine, as well 
as drink Water ; they Eat all kinds of 
Fifh or Fleflb, and without any fcruple 
of Conference or of Appetite, will feed 
upon either Horfe or Cow, and will 
fatisfie their Stomachs as well with a 
piece of Carrion out of a Ditch, as 
with the frefheft Meat that can be 
bought in the Bazar. Thefe are the 
Perfons employed in fweeping the Hou- - 
fes, and cleaning the Streets, in carry* 
ing away the Dirt and Etang, in warn- 
ing the dead Bodies, and conveying 
them to their proper places of Sepul- 
ture, which makes them abfolutely ne- 
ceflary in thefe parts, becaufe fuch Em- 
ployments as thele are an Abominati- 
on to the Moors and defile the Banni- 
ansy and are only ingag'd in by thefe 
poor People, who for this Realon are 
accounted Vile and Mean, the moftab- 
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je£fc and Scandalous of all the Inhabi- 
tants of Suratt. One of the greateft 
marks of Ignominy, when any Perfbn 
is reflected on, is to be called HaUlcbor. 
Yet thefe defpicable Perfbns take all in 
good part, cringe and bo\y to all they 
pafs by, Eat whatever is offer'd them 
from any Hand, and go thro' with 
their Drudgery without noife and con- 
cern. The Halalchor induftrioufly a- 
voids the touching of any Perfbn for 
fear of Offence ; he is feparated from all 
the reft of the Cafts, as a thing Un- 
clean ; for if he happens to come too 
near a Banman, he defiles him by his 
touch, and puts him to the trouble of 
fome Purification, to wafh off the De- 
filement he contracted upon it. There- 
fore are they fhunn'd by all, and en- 
deavour to keep at a diftance from 
all. 

I have now finifht my Difcourfe 
of the City and Inhabitants of Suratt , 
of its Government and Trade, and of 
the Cuftoms and Religion ; the Lan- 
guage, Arts and Recreations of the 
Natives ; with a particular Account 
of the Mendicant Friars, or Faquirs, 

of 
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of the Perjies and Hdtlchors, and fllall 
conclude all my Thoughts of India, 
in a brief Defcription of the English 
Faftory at Suratt y and of the Troubles 
which happened to the English while 
I was there.* 
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Hp H E Englijb Esft-LOia Com^ ntfegrtr 
I ny (from an Account we have £**««•/ 
one in a Pamphlet concerning theirjj* c *"* 
Trade) are at the Annual Expence of * 
one hundred Thoufand Pounds. For 
they efteera it neceffary, as well for the 
C c Honour 
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Honour of the Englijb Nation, as faci- 
litating of their Traffick, to maintain 
then principal Servants In India, not 
only in Decency, but Splendor, as is 
vifiole to any that has travell'd either 
to Suratt, or the Fort of St. George, to 
Gombrone in Perjia, or Bengal. Thefe 
are the chief ptapes ef Note an<J Trade, 
where their Presidents and Agents re- 
fide, for the fupport of whom, with 
their Writers and Factors, large Privi- 
leges and Salaries are allowed. 

The feveral parts of India have each 

thei| iperfUirGommoditkjs |W$2f to 

them, ^which are bought up^apd made 

ready by the Companies Servants, to 

load upon their S^bips at their Arrival. 

n* titttffi- And were not the Englijb conftantly up- 

ty of «n- on this Account kept in thole parts, 

$„£?,,. the Other Eurofayt Nations would fbtjft 

d«a. filh up all our vacant Fa&orics, and 

So monopolize the Indian Trade, that 

not only the Spice Iflands would be 

their darling Propriety, but all Indian 

Commodities as well as Spices, Silks, 

Gallicoes, Drugs, Precious Stones, &c. 

fhould (within a while) be apt to, bear 

what Rates in Europe they thought fie 

to lay upon them. For accomplishing 

which 
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which defign, fbme People have alrea- 
dy Ibme time ago, profer'd to the Great 
Mogul the advancement of his Cuftoms 
at Suratt, to a much higher Rate than 
now they are at, upon condition of E- 
ftablifhingthat intire Trade upon them. 
And both by large Prefents, and by rait 
ing of the Price of Pepper upon the 
Coaft of Malabar, they have indefati- 
gably endeavourM a total fubverfion of 
our Trade therein among the Natives; 
Therefore the continuance of Factors 
in India by a Company, teems very ne^ 
ceffary and juft; and were this pra£Hce 
onqe withdrawn, the Indian Trade to 
England^ would probably loon be re- 
moved too. For other means would 
iboa be projefted for accomplifhing 
what Bribes and Prefents to the Mogul 
and his Officers could not effeft, by 
which thofe that fecur'd the Trade for 
themfelves, would fbon find a Way of 
flopping all Traffick from the Indies, 
but what came through their Hands. 
Therefore are our Prefidents oblig'd 
continually to watch their Motions in 
India, and obferve their Defigns, to 
countermine their Proje&s, and grati- 
fie not only the Mogul now afid then, 
Cc 2 with 
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with grateful Gifts, but likewife to be 
always upon the lame method with the 
Omrahs and Favorites at Court, inga- 
ging a continuance of their Favours. 

This makes thofe that are concerned 
in the Trade of India think fit, that this 
neceffary Expence of Faftors for conti- 
nuance of the Indian Trade to England, 
fhould be recompensed with fbme pub- 
lick Priviledges for its fiipport. And 
that therefore the private Advantage 
which grows from this great Gare and 
Coft, fhould not eafily be checkt and 
difcourag'd, efpecially confidering like- 
wife that the fecuring the Traffick in 
the power of the Englijb from Foreign 
Defigners, contributes not a little to 
the common good, efpecially if there- 
by their Ships be enabled to come home 
in good Fleets, as the Dutch do, which 
would thereby the better fecure them 
from the common Enemy the French, 
that they might not be fb eafily Seiz'd to 
the publick Damage of the Nation. 
theHwfi The Hou f e provided for the Enter- 
wbere the tainmentof the Englijb at Suratt be- 
p*8w$ i on g S t0 t he Mogul, and is fitted with 
m " the beft Accommodations of any in the 
City. It is fituatedin the North-Weft 

part 
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part of it, and is able to give conve- 
nient Lodgings to forty Perions, befides 
feveral decent Apartments to the Pre- 
fident. Our Land-lord Aureng-Zjbe is 
extreme kind and liberal in per- 
mitting us to expend the Rent, which 
is 60/. Yearly, either in Beautifying, 
Repairing, or in additional Rooms to 
the Houfe, fo that he feldom receives 
much Rent from us. It is built with 
the Convenience of feveral Cellars, and 
Ware-houfes, of a Tanque of Water, 
and an Humhum. 

ThePrefident of the Northern Parts lh* pm* 
of India refides here, who is dignified rffkfal- 
frequently with the Government of Bom. hmUtbi ' 
%, and invefted with the Title of Hd-f^wt 
jiourable. A few Years ftay here has WF ** r# 
raisM feveral of the Prefidents to Plen- 
tiful Eftates, who befides their Salaries, 
which is 300 per An. and feveral Advan- 
tages by the Ships, are permitted a free 
Trade to all the parts of the Eaft. This 
is indulg'd likewife to all the Companies 
Servants of what ftation fbever, which 
is a Favour attended with confiderable 
Benefit, fiiits well with the freedom of 
an Engltfb SubjeQ:, and is a profitable 
Pleffing for which the Dutch Fa&ors 

C 5 are 
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are earned Supplicants, and from which 
they are very ftri£tly reftrain'd. 
The c«w- * ** e Accountant fucceeds the Prefix 
f ,7 # dent, next to him is the Store-keeper, 
and to him the Purler Marine. Thefe 
four conftitute the Council, among 
whom the Prefident has a double Vote ; 
and all Cafes and Affairs relating to the 
Company, or their Servants,are debated 
and determined by them. 
Ai^ce. The Secretary, tho' none of the Couiv- 
wrd' aC to c ^ ^ a ^ wa Y s attends their Orders and 
'tvtr^Jes Confutations, and (lands Candidate for 
ftinimi. the firft Vacancy among them ; % o 
which all are gradually advanced ac- 
cording to the Seniority of their time or 
Station ; except the Authority of the 
Company interpofes in their Earlier 
Exaltation, which they feldojn attempt, 
becaufe as the other method is moft e- 
quitable, fb they find it moft fuitable to 
their Affairs and Intereft. 

The Chaplain, who is refpefted as 
third in the Fa&ory, the Senior and 
junior Fa£tors ? the Writers and Appren- 
tices make up the reft. Thefe all re- 
main in their various Stations, for thrte 
br five Years, or as many as they and 
the Company have agreed upon at their 

firft 
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firft coming out, before they rife to new 
Degrees, as from Apprentice to Writer, 
from Writer to Fa£tor. And every 
ftep they take in Promotion, the Com- 
pany raUes their Salary, and allows them 
fome new Privilege. They all have gi* 
ven to them their Diet and Lodging gra- 
tis by the Company, befides Wages, 
and the advantagious liberty of Trafick 
to all parts, wherein from China to &*- 
rattj they commonly make Centfer Cent ; 
they can fbmetimes mak 50 per Cent. 
from thence, if they only carry out Sil- 
ver and bring horfte Gold : And thofe 
among them that are Perfbns of Credit 
and Efteem, but of fmill Fortunes, may 
borrow from the Bannitns Money for 
China at 25 per Cent, and that only to be 
paid upon the fafe Arrival of the Ship, 
which if it mifcarries in the Voyage, 
they are exempt from all damage. To 
fome parts their Gains amount to more, 
to fome they are lefs, according to the 
diftanceof Ports, and opportunities of 
Trade. 

For difpatching of the Companies Af- Snirid 
fairs, and attending on the Prefident/^, 
and Council, there are kept always inj^'*«»'' 
the Companies Pay, Forty or Fifty Ye- b '™ Cm 
Cc 4 ons , 
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ons, who wait daily upon the President 
in the Morning, that they may receive 
his Commands for the Service of the 
Day ; and appear before him in a Body 
in the Evening, to pay him their Ho- 
mage, who then (at his pleafure) with 
a Nodd difmiffes them to their Homes 
in the City. Befides thefe, the Prefix 
dent is allowed for his perfonal Attend- 
ance feveral others, the Accountant or 
fecond is allowed two, the Minifter, 
and the reft of the Council, and the 
Secretary, each of them one. 

The whole Bufinefs and Concern of 
all is zealoufly to promote the Honour 
and Intereft of the Companies AflFairs, 
in maintaining their Reputation, and 
vending tkeir Commodities at as high 
Rates, and buying for them others at as 
low as they can. 
rhs %d~ The Prefident and all the reft of the 
wh** *f Society are paid their Salaries once a 
Ij/JJT Year ; the Second 120/. the Senior 
*4»r// r " Fa&ors who are of the Council, 40/. 
the Junior Fa&ors 15/. the Writers 7 /. 
Befides which, the Council and Secre* 
tary have feveral advantagious Perqui- 
fites belonging to their places. The Pe- 
ons receive their Wages every Month, 
which are four Roupies to each, and ft* 
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to their Captain. At the beginning of 
the Month they give their Attendance, 
and refped; addrefs themfelves firft 
to the Moon, and then to the Prefix 
dent, who then appoints the Steward 
to difcharge their Accounts. 

Left any thing of value might be loft **• bm Jh 
in the Fa&ory, thro' this multitude of £* ?tm 
Peons who are called to their Service 
there continually, the Butlers are in- 
join'd to take an account of the Place 
each Night before they depart home, 
that they might be examin'd before they 
ftir, if ought be wanting. But their 
Honeftyisour fecurity from being da- 
maged by any Theft, which has not been 
chargM upon them in the Factory thefe 
many Years : Nay, fiich is the appro- 
ved Honefty and Fidelity of thefe Ser- 
vants to our Affairs, that whenever the 
Prefident defigns to run the Cuftom of 
a confiderable Sum of Gold or Silver, he 
' commits the fecret to fome of thefe Pe- 
ons, who manage it dextroufly, and are 
Faithful to a Roupie. 

Without Liberty from the Prefident, *m p*r* 
none are permitted to leave the Fa&ory, Jf J&J* 
to lie abroad, or depart into the Coun- tbcFaaory. 
try j and the Porter who attends the 

Gate 
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Gate both Day and Night, keeps al! 
from Entring into our Precin&s, whoft 
admittance he judges may not be pro- 
per. But each Thurfdaj Night he craves 
leave of going home, becaufe he is a 
iWewr-man and Married, and he fears 
that the negle&inga Vifitto his Wife 
for more than a Week, might give an 
occafion of Complaint. Therefore on 
this Night the Poor Men that beg in 
the Streets commonly do it in the pre- 
vailing Stile of Jitnrootfab, Jimrootfab ; 
intimating as much as, Sir, fince this is 
Thurfiay Night, let me (I pray you) par* 
take fbmething of your Bounty, as a 
means the better to inablemy Kindnefe 
to my Wife. 
a fubUci^ Each Day there is preparM a Publick 
Tabk - Table for the Ufe of the Prefident and 
the reft of the Fa&ory, who fit all down 
in a publick place according to their Se- 
niority in the Companies Service. The 
Table is fpread with the choiceft Meat 
Suratt affords, or the Country therea-? 
bouts ; and equal plenty of generous 
Sherajh Wine, and Arak Punch, is ferv'd 
round the Table. Several hundreds a 
Year are expended upon their daily Pro- 
vifions which are (umptuous enough for 

the 
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the Entertainment of any Perfbn of E- 
minence in the Kingdom ; and which 
require two or three Cooks, and as ma* 
ny Butchers to drels and prepare them. 
But Europe Wines and Englifi Beer, be* 
caufe of their former Acquaintance with 
our Palates, are moft coveted and moft 
defirable Liquors, and tho' fold at high 
Rates, are yet purchafed and drunk with 
plcafiire, A Wealthy IndUn who was 
curious to fee our manner of Eating, and 
defirous to pleafe himfelf with the Pride 
of our Etcrtainments, was ftrangely a- 1 
jnaz'd and furprizM at the opening of a 
Bottle of Bottled Drink, when he law 
it froth and fly about. The Prefident 
askt him what it was that ftruck him 
with fiiGh Admiration ? which was not, 
he told him, the fight of the Drink fly- 
ing out of the Bottle, but how fiich Li- 
quor could ever be put in. 

The Prefident and Council only meet Jjj/^jt 
at Supper, for the maintenance of z-CMcti. 
Friendly Correfpondence, and to dif o^ meet 
courfe of the Companies Bufinefs, and***** 
prevent all Jealoufies and Animofities 
which might obftruft the publick Af- 
fairs from that Progress, which a joint 
Unanimous AfFe&ion might carry them 

on 
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on with. For the Current of the com* 
raon Intereft has been fometimes very 
much leffen'd and diverted by the un- 
happy Intervention of private milunder- 
ftandings and Quarrels. And tho* it has 
been a repeated Contrivance of fome 
leading Men, to play their Servants in 
India one againft another, and to fet 
them as Spies of each others A&ions, 
yet Pm fure the publick Affairs have 
lufFer'd when the Defign has been un- 
masked, and the Jealous Eye has been a- 
waked. For nothing vexes a Man of 
Honour, and who is confeious of his own 
Integrity more, than to find himfelf fu£ 
pe&ed of Dilhoneftv, and Defigns laid 
by thole to intrap nim in his A&ions, 
who have the leaft Reafbn in the World 
to diftruft his Fidelity. 

Both before and after Meals, a Peon 
appointed for that purpofe, attends with 
a large Silver Ewer and Bafbn, for thofe 
that fit down to wafh their Hands; 
which at both times is a Decency in all 
places, but here neceflary, becaufe of 
the Heat and Duft which are fb very 
ah the tr( > u blelbme. All the Difhes and Plates 
Dt/he* ^brought to the Table are of pure Silver, 
Plata pure m afly and Subftantial ; and iuch are al- 
• ft 
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(b the Toffes or Cups out of which we 
drink. And that nothing may be 
'wanting to pleafe the Curiofity of eve- 
ry Palate at the times of Eating, an Eng- 
lifbj Portuguefe, and an Indian Cook, are 
all entertained to drefs the Meat in dif- 
ferent ways for the gratification of e- 
very Stomach. Palau, that is Rice boilM 
lb artificially, that every grain lies fing- j^£ . 
ly without being added together, with di a « Dijk- 
Spices intermixt, and a boiPd Fowl in «• 
the middle, is the mod common Indian 
Di(h;and a dumpokedFowl,that is,boil'd 
with Butter in any fmall Veflel, and 
ftuft with Raifbns and Almonds, is an- 
other. Cabob, that is, Bief or Mut- 
ton cut into fmall pieces, fprinkled with 
Salt and Pepper, and dipt with Oil and 
Garlick, which have been mixt toge- 
ther in a Difh, and then roaftcd on a 
Spit, with fweet Herbs put between 
every piece, and ftuft in them, and 
bafted with Oil and Garlick all the 
while, is another Indian Savory Difh. 
Bambouand Mangoe Achar, and Souy 
the' choiceft of all Sawces, are always 
ready to whet the Appetite. The Na- 
tives at Suratt are much taken with 
JJfs Fttida, which they call Hin, and 

mix 
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mix ^little of it with the Cakes tha* 
they eat, which tho' very unpalatable 
and unfaVoury, yet becaufe they e- 
fteem it bey^raTall things healthful, 
the Englifb are tempted fometimes to 
tafte it. The whole City lometimes 
finellsvery ftrong of the nauleating 
Vapours which flow from that abua* 
dance that is eat in it. 
rbc Great Upon Sundays and publick Days* the 
Entertain. Entertainments keep up a Face of more 
public™ Solemnity, and are made more large 
*>*>"• and fplendid, Deer and Antilopes, Pea- 
cocks, Hares, Partridges, and all kind 
of Perftan Fruits, Piftachoes, Plumbs, 
Aprkocks, Cherries, &e. are all pro- 
vided upon high Feftivals ; and Eu- 
ropean as well as Perfian Wines are 
drunk with Temperance and Alacrity* 
Then the King^ Health, and after- 
wards that of the Companies, are 
fent round the Table to the loweft 
Writer that fits down. When the 
Banquett is paft, they generally divert 
themfelves for a while with fome In- 
nocent eafie Recreation, 

? ?*/? ^ e ^ re ^ ent "P 011 Solemn Days 
^^J^llgenerally invites the whole Factory a- 
hrtxi k. broad to fome pleaiknt Garden adja- 
cent 
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cent to the City, where they may fit 
(haded from the Beams of the Sun, and 
refrefh* by the Neighbourhood of 
Tsnques and Water-works. The Pre- 
fident and his Lady are brought hi- 
ther in Palanquins, fiipported each of 
them by fix Peons, which carry 
them by four at once on their Shoul- 
ders. Before him at a little diftance, 
are carried two large Flaggs, or En- 
glt{b Enfigns, with curious Perfian or 
Arabian Horfes of State, which are of 
great value, Rich in their Trappings, 
and gallantly equipt that are led be- 
fore him. 

The Furniture of tbeie, and feverai 
other Horfes, whereon the Fa&ors 
Ride, is very coftly ; the Saddles are 
all of Velvet richly Embroidered, the 
Hfcad-ftalls, Reins, and Croupers are 
all covered with &lid wrought Silver. 
The Captain of the Peons at this time 
afcends bis Horfe, aad leads forty or fif- 
ty others after him, which attend the 
Prefident on foot,. Next the Prefi- 
dent follow the Council in large Coach- 
es, all open, except their Wives are 
in them ; the feveral .Knobbs about 
them arc all covered with Silver, and 

they 
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they are drawn by a Pair of ftately Ox- 
en* After them iucceed the reft of the 
Fa&ors, either in Coaches, or Hacke- 
ries, or upon Horfes, which are kept by 
the Company to accommodate their Pre-' 
fident, and People at thefe times, or 
whenever they fancy to take the Ahv 
In this pompous Proceffion does the 
Prefident, when he goes abroad, tra- 
vel thro' the Heart of the City. 

The Evenings and the Mornings be- 
ing allay'd with moderate Breezes, and 
cool an<r temperate in refpe& of the 
Heat when the Sun is at the Height, 
invite the Fa&ors daily almoft to the 
Groves or Gardens near the Water fide, 
there tofoend an Hour or two with a 
Bottle of Wine, and cold Collation 
'WT' wnicn tncv cari 7 wit h them And nei-» 
!2EnJ4 ther d» Chaplain nor any of the 
bttmft «f Council ftir without the Walls of the 

tl?L> d C n w i thout the attendance of four 
bjtbtm, or five Peons upon the Coach. This 
creates a Refpect from the Natives as 
they pafs along, ftrikes them with a 
Regard to the English wherever they 
meet them; makes them value our 
Friendship, and place an Honour in 
•ur Intimacy and Acquaintance. The 

Probity 
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Probity and Grandeur of the Ejtglijb 
Living hath formerly faisM the Presi- 
dency of Surttt to that Vfcneration 
and Efteem, among the Native Inhabi- 
tants, that it has Eclips'dthe greatriefs 
of their own Government, by incou- 
raging the Injured and Diflxefs'd Indians, 
to apply thiemfelves for Relief, rather 
to our Prefident, than their Govef nour. 

Th? Fa&ors when they eat at Home, {to**M 
do it rffter the Englijh manner, but a*S*£' 
broad they imitate the Cuftoms of the 
Edfi in lying round theBanquet upon the 
Perftvi Carpets which are fpread upon 
the Gmund, twenty or thirty Foot in 
lengtlm 

For the Buying and more advantage The c*~ 
ous difpofing of the Company's Goods, £^ ilrff " 
there are Brokers appointed, who are 
of the Etonian Caft, skilled in the Rates 
and Value of all the Commodities in In- 
dia. To thefe is allow'd three per Cent. 
for their Care and Trouble. And once n$ Dusty 
a Year, which is their Grand Feftival™*- 
Seafon, called the Dually time, they have 
a Cuftom, much like that of our New* 
Years-gifts, of prefenting the Prefident 
and Council, the Minifter, Surgeon, 
and all the Fa&ors and Writers with 
Dd fomething 
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fbmething valuable, ekher in Jewels or 
Plate, AtlafTes, or other Silks, according 
to the Refpeck which they owe to every 
Man?s Station* Whereby the XoUog 
S£- ]?*i&ors befides their Salarie$, Pietani 
Lodgings, are fupplyed likewife with 
Cloaths fufficient for their Service a 
great part of the Year. Which things 
prevent their Necqflity of any great An* 
nuai Expence, and happily eootf ibvite 
towards giving them a Life of Delight 
and Eafe. Befides thsfe Gratuities, the 
Minifter and Surgeon feldom fail of th§ 
Frefident's Bounty at the Chriftmas Sea* 
Ion ; and whenever there is occafion for 
either of their Services, they cortpionly 
meet with very liberal Returns. 
a DoSor If either a Difeafe, or any unlucky 
**dasut : CaftraMes fhould happen to any in the 
ded for ite Factory > the rrehdent has provided at» 
FaUvy. fadknlSodior of Phyfick,andan Exgltfk 
Surgeon to take care of them. The S141V 
geon,whofe Salary is about forty Pounds 
a Year, gains confiderably too by his 
outward Practice and Traffick. AoA 
whatever Medicinal Drugs, or Un- 
guents, Balfoms, or Spirits are thought 
neec&ury for prevention or healiog of 
Difeafb. aed Som^ tljey gre pixs&ntly 
.,,„. „ w ., acquired, 
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acquir'd, and charged upon the Compa- 
ny^ Account; that their Faftbrs inight 
in all things be nicely taken care of, and 
not deftitute of any thing for the ftp- 
port of feither Life or Health. 

And that their Souls might not be A *Mfcr 
negleatd amidfUll this Affluence and^J Fdm 
Bale, and care of their Bodies, there is 
a ftated Salary of an Hundred Pounds 
a Year appointed for a Minifter, with 
Diet and convenient Lodgings, a Peon 
to attend him in his Chamber, and the 
command of a Coach, or Horfe,at any 
time he thiriks fit to ufe them. Befides 
many private Gifts from Merchants and 
Maitcrs of Ships, who feldom fail of 
lome valuable Oblation to him, or Ra- 
rity of the place they come from ; and 
the noble large Gratuities which he 
conftantly receives for officiating at 
Marriages, Baptifms, and Burials. And 
that nothing might be wanting to the 
making of either his Life happy, or his 
Funftion Venerable, he is injoin'd from 
all a civil Deference and Deportment, 
and a Precedence next to the lecond in 
the Fa£tory. And indeed fiich is the 
coriftatit obliging Carriage of all to a 
Man ofhhChara&ef, that were he the 
Dd 2 Principal 
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Principal Man of the Province, or Pri- 
mate of Indofion % he could not wifh for 
more RefpecL 

The Minifter is oblig'd to a publick 
m jww-Difcourfe once,and publickPraycrs thrice 
ft** uty. ^^ $ un fay^ anc j t0 rea( i p ra y ers Morning 

and Evening in the Chappel, each o- 
ther Day on the Week, viz. about fix 
in the Morning, before the Fa£ors are 
called forth to Bufmefs, and at Eight 
at Night, when all is paft. He is in- 
gag'd to Catechize all the Youth ; to vi- 
fit the liibordinate Fa&ories upon the 
Coaft of Malabar, at Carwar, Calicut, Rut- 
tera, &c. and to give Inftru&ions for 
their Adminiftration of Divine Slbrvice 
in his Abfence 
Tbt chap- The Chappel, .where they meet at 
feL Prayers, is within the Fa&ory, decent- 
ly Embellifht, fo as to render it both 
neat and (blemn, without the Figure of 
any living Creature in it, for avoiding 
all occalion of Offence to the Moors, 
who are well pleas'd with the Inno- 
cence of bur Worfhip. 

For want of a Minifter qualified for 
the Adminiftration of Baptifm among 
the Dutch at Suratt, they requeft that 
Favour from the Englijb, who performs 

it 
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it for them in their Chappel ; which at 
firft fight might be very well taken for 
a Guard-Chamber, bccaufe they keep 
their Arms in it. 

The Englijb and all the Europeans are *** t** 
priviledg'd with convenient Repofitc-^E%- 
ries for their Dead, within half a Mile '*» *w*. 
of the City. There they endeavour to pews * 
outvie each other in magnificent Stru- 
ctures and ttately Monuments, whofe 
large Extent, beautiful Archite&ure,and 
aipiring Heads, make them vifible at a 
remote diftance, lovely Objefts of the 
fight, and give them the Title of the 
Principal Ornaments and Magnificen- 
cies about the City. The two moffc 
celebrated Fabricks among the Engirfb t 
fet oft' with ftately Towers and Mino- 
rets, are that which was Ere&ed for 
Sir John Oxonton, and the other for the 
Renown'd and Honourable President 
Aungers. The two moft noted among 
the Dutch \ is one, a noble Pile rais'd o- 
ver the Body of the Dutch Commiflary, 
who died about three Years ago ; and 
another left ftately, but more fem'd; 
built by the order of a Jovial Dutch 
Commander, with three large Punch- 
Bowls upon the top of it, for the En- 
Dd j tertain- 
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tertainment and Mirth of hi$ furvi- 
ving Friends, who remember him there 
fometimes fo much, that they quite for- 
get themfelves. 

Left all the Care and Inftru&ioji of a 
Minift er might be inavail^ble for reclaim- 
ing thepiflolute and Refra&ory among 
the Englifb, the Company have inter- 
posal their own Authority, and pub- 
lifht thqir Orders and Injun&ion$ \n 
thefe following words. 

tht Com- The Governour, Deputy, 4»d Qommji,U 
pan/* in- tm Jftfe E a ft-India Company, having hem 
firu8»*s. ^ orm ^ p he diforderly and Vnthr ; ifii*» 
Converfation of Jotne of their Faiiors and 
Servants in the parts of India, tW&*g to 
the dishonour of God, the difcreait of the 
Go/pel of our Lord Jefus Chrijl, and the 
jbame and Scandal of the Engluh Nation: 
And being defirous, as much as in them 
lies, for the future to prevent the like, 
and reduce all their PeofU in their feveral 
Factories and Colonics, not only to a Civil \ 
hut alfo to a Religious and Pious ComporU 
ment, that may render our Nation Honou- 
rable, and the Religion we profefs ami- 
able in the fight of thofe Heathens, among 
whom they refide : Have thought ft to re* 

quire 



Digitized by 



Google 



The Englifii VaStory at Suratr. 407 

f*ire and enjoin a firm obfervation of the 
enfuing Rules and Orders, to which they do 
expeff front all their Fattors and Servants 
a one compliance. 

Then after fbme Rules enjoining a 
ftri& Observance of Sundays, and of 
publick and private Prayers, this 
follows. 

That the Agents and Chiefs in their feve- 
tal Factories, take care to prevent all pro- 
fhane Swearing, and taking the Name of 
God in vain by cttrfid Oaths ; all Drunken- 
*efsiand Intemperance, all Fornication and 
Vmhannefs ; andthatifany mil not be R e - 
fdrntdy amd do not abfiain from thefe Vices, 
iuW after Admonition and Reprehenfton, 
fka&ie found faulty again, that then fad 
Punipment fball he infitted on them, con. 
fifiing mththeLam of God and this Kjng- 
Jom^ at the Agent and Council fhdl find 
their .Crime to deferve. And that if after 
fi»k Pumpment in/tiffed, he or they mil not 
amend, or be reformed, then the Agent is 
ftri&i) < enjoined and required, to fend home 
for England by the next Ships, fuch Per- 
fm or Perfons fo unreclaimable, that they 
may not remain in India, to the dishonour 
of God, the Scandal of Religion, thedifcre- 
dif of our Nation, and perverting of others. 
E>d 4 And 
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And that both the Company and their 
Servants may be conftantly oleft with 
fhe Favours of Heaven upon them in 
their refpe&ive Stations, therefore they 
have ordered a Form of Prayer to be 
ufed daily in jtheir Factories, for the 
obtaining a common Bleffing upon them 
all ; which is as follows, 

7be PrtjtT f~\ Almighty and mofi Merciful God, 
i r !? eCM ' r \ m J who art the Sovereign ProteStoref 
?■ all that Trujt iff thee, an£ the Author of 41 

Spiritual and Temporal BUffings, vrf thy 
ynworihy Crfatyres dg mpfi humbly implore 
thy goodnefs for a plentiful Effujwn of thy 
Grace $fon our Employers, thy Servants, 
the Right Honourable Eaft-India Company 
of England. Profper them in all their 
v puhlick Undertakings, and make them fa- 

mous and fuccefsftfl in all their (govern- 
ments, Colonies, and Commerce both by $e* 
and Land ; fo that they may prove a pub- 
"tick Bleffing by the increafe of Honour, 
Wealth and ftmer to our Native Country. 
[as mil as to themf elves. Continue their 
favours towards u$, and infpir$ their Ge- 
nerals, Preftdents, Agents and Councils in 
ihefe remote parts of the World, and all o- 
\ Others ' that are intruded with any Authority 

under 
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under them, with Piety towards thee our 
God, and with Wifdom Fidelity, And Or- 
cumffe&ion in their fever al Stations ; That 
we may all dif charge our r effective Duties 
faithfully, and live Virtuoufy, in due 0- 
bedience to our Suferiours, and in Love, 
Peace and Charity one towards another \ 
That thefe Indian Nations among whom 
we dwell, feeing our fober and righteous Con- 
verfation, may he indue* d to have a juft *- 
fteernfor our moft holy Prof effion of the Go- 
ffelefour Lord and Saviour JefusCkrifi, 
to whom be Honour, Praife and Glory, now 
and for ever. Amen? 
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the EngZ/A. the E ^W "* the Fa&ory of Su- 
>'*• r a ft w e re wade? a clofe Confinement 

from 
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from the Moors Governour of the City, 
and fijrrounded with a Guard of Horfc 
and Foot. Nor were the French or 
Dutch permitted to pals without the 
Walls. The occafion of it was a Re-^"^ 1 " 
port fpre<id abroad,that a Rich Moor*** 
lhip belonging to one JbdelGheford, was 
taken by Htf-mn> that is, in their Dia- 
led, Europeans ; and therefore 'till Re- 
ftitution is made by them of nine Lacks 
of Roupies, which exceeds the value of 
iooqoo /. Sterling, no liberty muft be 
granted. 7Tie Ship was ip her Paffage 
fiojn Mocha to Swatt, and tho' the In- 
dians were averfe from Fighting, or ha- 
zarding their Lives for four Roupies a 
Month, yet the Turks, who had a va- 
luable Cargo of Goods on Board, be* 
hav'd themfelves with redoubted Va- 
lour, 'till after the lofs of fome of their 
Lives, they were overpower'd by Men, 
and fore'd to furrender. 

The Accufation run againft all the AUtbe*». 
Europeansybeoaufe the Pirate fhew'd both JJJJK 
Engtifb, French, and Dutch Colours, and 
a Reftitution was expe&ed from them 
all ; efpecially too, becaufe the Moor- 
(hip which was taken, failed from S#- 
ratt River with all their feveral Paffes. 

Our 
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*** Sag- Our Honourable Prefident Btrthohr 
fita£^™™> Harris made his Defence to the 
feme. Governour after this manner. That for 
the certainty of the Fad, tho* it might 
be difputable, becaufe our grand Accu- 
fer Jbdel Gheford had been found former- 
ly faulty in fiich a cafe, wherein he fub- 
ornM a Multitude of Sailers, who after- 
wards confeft his Bribery and their Per- 
jury ; yet admitting it true, he thought 
it unreasonable for us to be charged any 
more with the payment of Money taken 
by the Pirates at Sea, than the Mogulis 
for Robberies at Land. However thus 
far he will ingagehis Honour for fatis- 
fa6Konofthe Piracy, if it can be fairly 
prov'd, that the Ship belonged to his 
Matters, the Eaft-lndU Company. 
TbiGner- The Old Governour finding the Mo- 
*mu tki*?* Cuftoms begin to fink, by reafbn 
Hoga. of the Embargo, which was as well up- 
on our Ships, as our f elves; and know- 
ing that the Advancement of them was 
the great Inftrument of his Promotion; 
and unable to remonftrate any thing ma- 
terial to our Prefidents Reafbns, dire&s 
a Letter to Aureng-Zgbc to this effe&. 
That fince the late Wars the Engfijh 
Merchants at Suratt have traded fair- 
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ly, and liv'd peaceably ; that much of 
the Money due to the Merchants upon 
the Account of the Wars was already 
paid, and the reft would follow ; and 
that for the Pirates at Sea, they were 
neither Authorized by the Company, nor 
were they within the reach of their 
Command •• All which things might 
juftly plead the Innocence of the Englifb, 
excufe their payment of any Money,and 
give them therefore a Releafe. But the 
exafperated Turks, and the violent Ab- 
delrGheford prevailed for a clofer Confine- 
ment of us, not only to the Walls of the 
Faftory, but our very Chambers, had 
not the vigilant Induftry of our Prefi- 
dent opportunely repealed that fevere 
Decree. Our Enemies, likewife, incef 
fantly urg'd the Governour to menace 
and difturbour Prefident, that he might 
be thereby wrought upon to their Pe- 
figns. To which the fage Governour ne G9Vtfm 
mildly replyM, That he knew Mr. Har- n <mncb+ 
ris too well, to value any Threatnings r **[ r *f 
which were Injurious to the Company's Vttfidtlu 
Intereft or Honour ; and that tho' he 
fufferM much, he would endure much 
more,rather than yield to an unjufl Com- 
pliance. 

The - 
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the Turks The inraged Turks finding their Ma- 

!£' jS*j c ^ mts would not wofk, and that they 

<f the Kng- could get no ground upon us this way, 

lift. began now to threaten our Lives, be- 

caufe the lofe of our Liberty did not ap- 

peafe them, fb much that the Governour 

as he formerly fet a Guard upon us to 

fhut us in, now increafes it to keep our 

Enemies out. 

tin Turks In the mean time, the Providence of 

Bfads ^ 0C * ^° contriV ^ *9 r our Innocence, that 
the Turks began to clafh among them- 
felves, and heated with fbme private 
DifTentions, became their own Accufers. 
For fome of them came to Dmgevora, 
a famous Pfrjy Merchant, and Friend 
to the EngUfhy and informed him that all 
their Allegations againft us were built 
upon Falsehood and Malice, and their 
Charge was all a contrived Defign, in 
as much as they were all latisfied in 
their own Minas, that the Pyrates were 
Danes j and not Englijh. But this they 
durft not difcover to the Governottr, for 
fear of a publick Examination, which 
if they fubmitted to, their lives would 
be expofed to the Fury of the reft of the 
Confederates. Neither durft we en- 
courage them with any Prefent of Mo- 
ney 
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ney to proceed in their Depofif ions, left 
we fhould find k a Stratagem of their*, 
thereby to infhare us. 

November the ifi. arriv*d a Pattafflar 
otComrier', from our Fakeel,or 8ollieiter * B"- 
at Court, acquainting us that the- M<h j^Jg. 
g*/had News from the D**w thenl-r«r«. 
(elves, of their taking and plundering 
the 3fior»Ship, and that they relblv'd 
upon a continued- Emhky to th&Mbtrs, 
'till their Demands: were fully fatisfied 
for the Injuries which they formerly fii- 
ftain'd from them. The Letter was di- 
rected to ifa Covfc Principal of the Ar- 
menian Merchants at Court, who by 
making a noife, which is the method 
for obtaining Audience, was called 
upon by the Mogul) to read his Letter 
upon a publick Court day. 

This brought down the Mogufs Let- nt Mo . 
ters tothe Governoiar : ,requiringa fpeedy guiv u.- 
Refpea and Civility to the Enz&jb,™/" " 
with a pcrmiffion and Encouragement" 
of Trade. But the Piftcafhes or Pre- 
fents expecled by the Nabobs and Ont- 
r*bs retarded our Inlargement for fome 
time notwithstanding. For the ftrong m Rea[<m 
Conteft and Application which was *f '*» En 8- 
made for the Government of Svratt, ^5- 

which mtnt. 
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which was then laid to be difpos'd of,put 
a flop to theEmperours more abfolute de- 
terminations. The McgaPs Refolution of 
continuing the prefent Governour, fru- 
ftrated all the Court Interefts for them* 
ielves, which mpv'd Sabbet Chan, a Bo- 
fbm Favourite, to wave the Solicitati- 
ons he had begun for his Son, and end 
them for the Governour. For he de- 
iign'd to fend his Son to Surstt, Invert- 
ed with the Command of the City, and 
the Mcflenger of this welcom News to 
us, which would render him thereupon 
more acceptable to the Englifb Nation, 
and would be apt to gain him fomecoft- 
ly Prefent from us at his Entrance upon 
his Authority. 
7ie log. Therefore December the 2d. in the E- 
U0i ntiMf* vening, word was brought by the Bro-^ 
* L kcrs to our Prefident, of a Coffees Ar- 
rival with Letters from Court to the 
fracinmifb) injoyning our immediate 
Releafe ; and the day following the Cho- 
cxdors or Souldiers, were remov'd from 
before our Gates. 
A etmm Sheok Jemme^ a brave and hearty A- 
***• rob, who had all along wilht Profperity 
to our Affairs, was fo tranfported at the 
hearing of our Inlargementgthat he gave 

to 
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ID the Pi-tfident's Peaty who carried 
him the News oflit, a. rich flower'dCoae. 
And when this generous Arab was cat* 
led upon by one of the Af*U*ksov Priefts, 
and authoritatively "demanded why he 
would countenancetheC^r/^ or Unbe* 
lievers, meaning us> againft the Mu+ 
y«wW*, or true Believers? Bravely an* 
fwer'd that it was his principle to En- 
courage Truth wherever he found it ; 
and that he knew the Englifb innocent 
of die Fad, which the Turks infifted up- 
on againft them. That none were fo 
much CjritSy in his Opinion, as tbofe 
that were falfe in their words, and DiP 
honeft in their Actions, and that the beft 
Believers fhould always ad the beft 
things. 

In Seftmher the Year following, the ftcmi 
which was 1692* did Abdtl-Gheford, oitr^jfcjj* 
Old Implacable Adverfcry, revive his 4. 
Enmity, upon a Report he forg'd* that 
fomeof his Ships from Mocha were feiz'd 
on by fome &£/#> Pirates; and upon this 
pretence, fecur'd us in our Fa&ory un- 
der a Guard of Chokadsrst 'til the latter ry rc#k 
end of Q&obtr. The Governour upon » "' 
this fent for the Ettgtifb, Dutch t and 
French Prefidents, the two latter of 

E e which 
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whichdifpotedttat Precede** 5*&i«h 
.chefallow'd 4autfc$. ; £fg4j0£?biA ifhe 
French, unwilling to raile . any^Ce^eft 
in theXjOvernoUt&Prdfenc©, irtroegjaitef 
ly departed. Heinfifted.»p<**ii(i!Uftk 
tutiori for the Damages wiHeJl>!we» 
foftairfd by Jkkt-fabefrdy and roefiae'd 
them with a Prohibition of X« a&efc. 
Which they toW fcitothey were filling 
: to r&inquifli, : xathrf . than bfe Ba&te X9 
the Payment of fiidiunjuft Dt»a;nds- . 
; ; The VillanyV of \AhddiGfr4tol* laiid 
*J* U . , the Bafenefc of fafc A&km$: wejft?&er a 
£/S 7, while made apffarent to the'whol&Ctfy. 
the Eog- F6rpartofthe f M6ney whitiihecjjarg'd 
wwr? u P° fl us > wasfCQBvey'd froBWosij JJoard 
his Ship, into auGarden ncair tfca$ of Afo- 
fha, Damus's by the River fide. .^Four 
Thoufand Gheekins; he privately tyed 
to the Flooks olah Anchor junder Wa- 
ter *,and fome he hift'withio,his Tanques 
on Board, and: in-' the BaUaitiof his 
-Ship. The reft wa* pajt |, privately 
into a Palanquin, which, the, Sould jers 
oblerv'd to fwayvery heavily as it paft 
the Gates, and fearching it upon the 
miftruft, found the Gold in\it.> So the 
Injury he wotold have laid upon us, was 
fixt with a fcandalous Note of Infamy 
..! upon 
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upon himfelf ; and we were before Nth r %£%$ 
vember 9 fortunately releafed. Engiifh. 

- —. 1 ftall new -take leave of thefe Mifc < 
'fortunes,' which infome meafure com- 
penfatefor their Uneafinefs, by the Plea- 
lure which thejif jaflford in a Relation; 
and before I proceed to Cape Bone Efi- 
feramem Afrfifa will jnake jpme ftay 
in Jr£ia Felix fin a Dilcript^njof two 
of the moft FanVd Emporys and other 
parts of that Kingdom, viz. Mufcatt up- 
on the Perfian Gulf, and Mocha, which 
lies upon the Red-Sea: 

v ■ r k 'o v. ' Vi : . 
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THE, 

C I T Y 

F 

MU S C A T T 

IN 

Arabia Felix. 

MVSC4TT is a City in Arabia. 
Felix, which lies to the Eaftward 
!!m o?Mu. ot that kingdom, iituated upon the Per- 
"cm. U JtanGu\f. Tho'noneofthe^rafciVare 
equally fruitful as many other parts 
of the World that are left fem'd, yet this 

part 
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part of ArAU) becaufe of its Pfeafent- 
nefs and Fertility, in refpe& of the o- 
ther two, has o&tatn'd the name of Hy- 
*m** y which fignifies Happy. For be- 
fides the great rocreaie of Cattle which 
is here to be feen ; the Soil in feme pla- 
ces is Rich and Fruitful, and Corn and 
Wine, Fruits and fragrant Spices are 
produc'd in great plenty. It abounds Arabian 
with many ufeftil and Beneficial Com r Qvtil ' 
modifies, with (everal kinds of Druggs, 
with BaUbm and MyrrheJncenie,Caflia t 
Manna, Dates, Gold, Frankincenfe and 
Pearl, and maintains a conftant Trade 
of rare and valuable Goods to PeH$4 t 
£&P*t %*S the Indies, &c. . And Mufcatt 
above all thofe places which are fituated 
near the Gulf of Or**s 9 is the Principal 
Town of Traffick between the Eaft, and 
that part oiArabUtbe Happy ; only atone 
Seafbn of the Year, which is in Jutte, Ju- 
ly and Jagu/tythz Pearl-Filhing of the I- 
Hand BgJtarem, which lies higher up in 
the Gull; renders that place of more 
Note and Fame, yielding to the ferfiau 
Emperour yearly, the value of Five' 
hundred Thouiand Ducats, befides one 
hundred thouiand more, which are fup- 
pos'd to be diverted. 

Ee 5 ' Muf. 
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Mufcttt MufiJtfii Sfcukefceiw^ntheCapes 

tub grees,' 30 Mm. Afor*#Latitude, e»aQI^ 

under the Tropick of ^hker. »Tis a* 

r , r , , bout three Miles iiv itt Oircumfeteiice, 

it, exm. fouiIt at t ^ bottom - <tf ^r jfina u Bav, ^a 1 

compaffedWith highRddky Mowjtairts^ 

and guarded with a ftrong Wall,*ii&. 

' ■■■' fides it isfbrtifyed With- ■fyeor'f&rGXl 

ftles and Batteries; arid 'lies ve^yoohVe- 

nient ft*, Trade by its nea&iefi to a fife 

JferboW. ■'--''■ ^ -' .'. : .'i/ bn>;i;. >\. I - • 

Tho r this' City lie£> at the , utffidft 

7»« <«* Bounds j of '' the Suns ^togrefe towards 

Herbert, fa .#(**&,' yet It is lifted with 4 

more ftAenfe Heat than^feveral places 
(hat are 1 nearer the Line.; - The DeferC 
Groundjan^ high Mountains reflect the 
warm Rays kif the Stin with fb much vi- 
gour, t%t it may as juftly* challeMe a 
Title to the name of the. Torrid x^y 
as any place betweentha tfropicksj fot 4 
fbmte would perfwade 1 us -that it 'has a 
Title to^hemoft fiteVafmeaning of thele 
word^ antfthat a fmill Fifh laid in the 
hollew part of a Rock^ where the Stfn- 
h beams refle£t from every fide^m the tutat' 

vtl * of the Day, arid wHett the Sun is hi the 
Zenith, will be half' R&afted in a littles 
•--.•. ■■. , •■ •■•• • f :'."•■ -I - : - time 
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timeliby tfhe Heat. It rains here 4>ut*j w & 
felddm, r and in fome places of Jrdia/' "* 
notaborei twice or thrice in two or 
three Years ; but the abundance of Dew 
which 1 falls at ' Night refreflres the 
Ground, Ihpplies the Herbs with Moi* 
ftnre, and-makes the Fruits excellent* ' 

ThcMufcatten (for the moil part) ate fbt «*■* 
lean, and of a middle Statute, very J? '*»***■ 
fwatthy in their Complexion, and not? * mu 
ofiveryjftrong Voice.! They apdftout . 
and nojaqty, and expert at the Bow and 
Dart, iaod fincetheir ingagement in the 
War with the Portagittfe, are excellent 
Marksmen, and- very dexterous and 
ready in the exercife of Fire- Arms, id 
which 'rihey Employ always forne^ part 
ofithe-Day. \ i. ' ■ ■ '■ 

> ThdGround yields them variety of 
excellent (Fruits,- as; Oranges, Lemons, 
Citrons,; Grapes, Apficocks and Peach-' 
es, indPflioft forts of Roots and green 
Hepb$: But the Staple Commodity of^^ 
fhe Country is Dates, of which there a£f£. 
are whdle- Orchards for fome Miles to- mdit>. 
gethervThey have fo much plenty of 
this Fr\Hty. for which they have forea- 
djr;a vim in Iftdit, that feveral Ships 
are fenuthither loaded from hence with- 
out any other Cargo. Ee 4 The 
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7b, mt, The -Hills are generally allftwSl and 
09 *** |»te, and he that takes only a prafpe& 
of them would conclude the Land quite 
uninhabitable, and unable to aflford ei- 
ther fuftenance for .Man ornouriflv 
meet tor BeafL For the Soil there lan- 
mvdk, &^ oes * Qr want <& Moifture, and the 
frmfiS?* ground is dried up like a barren Wil- 
derne(s ; the Earth brings forth neither 
Graft nor Flowers, nor Trees with ei» 
, ther Leaves or Fruit. But calling his 
Byes down into the Valleys, he fees 
them all flourifhing and green, and co- 
yer'd with Vegetables fit for the Plea* 
fore and Refrefhment of Animals, and 
yery Beautiful to Admiration. There 
are Arable Fields and green Failures, 
Fruit-Trees that look neither witherM 
nor faded ; nothing there is Barren or 
Unprofitable, but bountiful Nature 
compenfates with the fruitfulneisofthtt 
Valleys for the nakednefs of the Hills } 
|b that here, if upon their Tops, a Man 
would be apt to think himfelf among 
the, Lybiap Waftes ;yet let him but 

liTtT tewti kw ^ a " d he would fancy him. 

Tnt,. felfintbepleafant Fields of fempe.. All 
this is due to the Induftry of the People, 
who for want of Raim, ace forced to 

■■ - ■•' ■..:■!■ -■- ■•; Water 
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water their Gardens every Morning and 
Evening, by the labour of the Che, who 
draws the Water twice a day to the 
Root of every Tree in their Gardens. 
There are feveral Channels cut out in 
the ground for die Water to run thro*, 
and at the Banks of thefc Canals, the 
Trees are Planted near the Water for 
the Moifture and NourHhment of the 
Roots, which together with the Mifts 
that defccnd in the Night time, pre-, 
fervethem fiefb, ami green, and very 
Fruitful. 

Having fpoke thus much of Arabia 
in general, of the Extent and Situa- 
tion of MufcMtty and the quality of its 
Climate, of the Stature and Comple- 
xion of the Inhabitants, and nature of 
the Soil thereabouts; I will now relate 
one thing obfervable concerning the 
Food of their Cattle, and will thenpixv 
eeed to an Account of the Temperance 
and Juftice of the Arabians of Mmfcatt, 
lor which two things they are more re* 
markable than any other Nation this 
day in the World. „ 

Their Cattle here are fed with. Fkh,JrJJ J? 
which is a fort of Food thatfeems as'Wrc*. 
Unnatural for them as for Fdh to live' 1 * 
,..:.;■/ upon 
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upoaGrais^hich? ir the propeh Mea$ 
foriiatrie^i But thb Fifli which: .they 
cat is iiot frdlv^and i joff /Xaken out d£ 
the Stay) buD whenta igreat quaaticy xtf 
it is canght^ the Mift*tters\ diga^largt 
Hd&inthe Kkourid whercih they; ptic 
it, ;'tiil/;itrrkmains & <l6ng that itrotts 
and rcmitf fcri m ikied : o£ Earth; ; After 
this iit is.takfcn opj and boiM Witlr 
Watferuih igreat Eirtfaen iEotey p&kh 
fflakes^kindfaf thick IBroth ; aridbftand-' 

Sg TtiUi rit t is:co^l/iiis jdaen given to the 
attle, by which they grow dktteme 
Fat, ^andcyet^heiRiHefliltf y eryi fevoiy, 
notrtatirftcd with dither an ill Tafte ac 

*w - ^toXnhaktamsoftM^^f* feechpro* 

riJj! ^imfcuoufly: upoptoididr/FiIh;j6r1Vleffi; 

thefoeae Bedf, Mlitton, tSoat and Dfec«v 

aiaia t$ei (Flefti of Gktae ts is admirM by 

theq^: -and; is in nepiste j for a Healtliful 

fart xtftftteAL But uhey^are very* hie© 

^tid^(w4oto in: killings thofe A nirtia|sion> 

vnhiciLthey? feed^i taijd iwhich they i hefijfe 

to <:iiafteftiUi the; Meatus rcIeankH /and 

T . wafht from the Blodifao Whey; abound 

to CI * M& ttufaian^; lbrts;o€Ealh^ atid>arorfdru- 

.io v?- paloroiri ^ring ofllamekihdsof tbem; 

,v &ch efp^b&lly a&hameiAo Scktes^foam 

r: which 
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which tiicy.totdll^ottfeiih; and pftccm 
the Fdbdfof fiich as; wiell tti of Bloody ai* 

Abomination. The Soil affords* abraw 
dance of Wheat,which might be prepeii 
ly made ufe of for thiir Brcac^ but the 
Datei are c fo plentiful, Afo pkafintrand 
admir'd* that they, mii them iwidioatt 
their -Food, and> eat them inftead of 
Breads throB^b all thcfe^jJarts of Ardik, 
bottrwith their Fifhdnd JFlefh. <-•'. 
Btifcipf attthe Followers of Mahomet y 
and zealous Admirers o£ his four princi* 
palDdftors, Abu B*m, Ofmkm, Omtcr 
and Hull; none are fb bigsdly AbftwnP 
ous iitht Arabians ^Mufiott; : niwcti^22^ 
from the Juice of the Grape, as odietU/fik a* 
more •- common add innocent Liquors* **'• 
For Tea and Coffee: which are judc f cj 
the privileged Liquorsiof all the Afoho- 
nutans, las . well Turks, * as thofe <6F 
Perfidy India, and other parts of A* 
rabid, are condemhMiiy them as unlaw- 
ful Re&efhmems^iM :abominiited as 
Bug-bear Liquors/i as well as Wirte; He 
that would turn Advocate for any of 
thefe forts of Drink r and comtnend tfad 
\J fe • ©£ them - as: convenient for theifc' 
Stomachs, as fit ta tehear their 1 Hfcaits,- 
and chafe away Melancholy frond >tjmr 
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Spirits, would be look'd upon as a vile 
Cootonner of their Law, and an Encou- 
rager of Libertinifm and Intemperance. 
They. abhor likewife the fmoaking of 
Tobacco, and the warm intoxicating 
Fumes of that lnAU» Weed, and con- 
ftantly burn all that they can find 
brought into their Country. Sugar, 
Water, and Orange raixt together, 
which they call Sherbet, is their on- 
ly Drink; fuch is their Antipathy to all 
Liquors that are warm and ftrong, that 
m perfect Indknation they rated a 
3**' Howe to me ground, that had 
only made Ibme ftrong Waters. There- 
fore they call themfclves the ftrift 
Arabia the Chafte Mahometi»s y the only 
true! rrofeuors of the Muff*tmgn-ljaM y 
and genuine followers of the Prophet. 
To this degree of Abftinence they are 
all bred up, who: are Natives or this 
Region hereabouts; thus they abftain 
from all thole (ehfible gratifications of 
their Palates, which may any way ine- 
briate their Faculties^ and render the 
Mind dull and unaclive ; and fliun the 
Tafte of any thing that may difturb 
tjieir Eerfon, or raue up in them any 
icwgiUat Appetites. ',.:.. 

Nor 
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Nor is die Juftice and Civil Conver- *** e «- 
fitioo of the ArAums at Mtfcaft y leCt J*^S 
remarkable and to be admirtl, than«nf«hl0> 
their extreme Temperance andSobrie-** 
ty. . The GOvernour of the City, who 
is nearly related to the King of the 
Country, takes care that a ftrict Watch 
be kept in the Caftle every Night, far 
the fafety of the City, and prevention 
of a|l Difordcrs that might happen. 
And will not allow any Boat to go, or 
come alhore, or to row from Ship to 
Ship, either before the Sun riles, or 
after it is down ; to the end that aH 
that Traffick may do their Bufinefc 
while it is Day, that no man might 
difpoie of his Goods fecretly, and Ihel- 
ter hunfelf by the obfcurity of the 
Night. 

They forbid all Defpotick Authori-^,^^ 
ty in private Families, and the Arbi-f«rr«An 
trary proceedings of either Matters or^* - "** 
Parents towards their Domefticks. So 
that if either a Child or a Servant chance 
to tranfgrefs, let the Crime be what it 
will, either more heinous, oriels vil- 
lanous, Publick Juftice mutt determine 
the Punilhment, and the Magiftrates 
mutt interpofe in awarding the Penalty, 

and 
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; i ; and hd man^muft^]iifi:-i^.l&^HRAd to 
I ". prinift any th&t ofi&xl* in his tavmtFar 
* i - ■*'•"■■ mily. By this Odconomy iii itheuriiAf- 
' fairs, the Inferiours* are freed firoii| the 
violence of all Splenitick DifgUib, and 
unreafonablb Severities of their Superi- 
ors; A Revengefol Mafter c^jinajt veflt 
his rPaffion at his Pfeafore upbrirlpstSe*- 
'vafft, nor an aqnatifral Parent Beat and 
•Chaftife his Son at his will : iCtaljriaint 
muft firft be rAadeto the Magiftrates of 
• the; pkcc, who being difpaflnwiate and 
f tinprejikJicM'ifl>iheir Tempety je^miti 
the^riattdr with ft?ftUl'Miiid,-and Arbi- 
tritfd'&lmiyin the Cafe* Noiprivate 
"Puniflittient is'eyer: infli&ed ia Muftato 
and- ithe adjacent parts ; they cannot 
there* think that> any Corre&ibos iareib 
equitable, as thole that proceed; from 
the deliberate Sentence of unbyafTed 
'■•■ ;• -Men.- r- ■ -• ■ I ' ,.;/: -•: ■■ ; 

"" \ . If'Murther; Or Theft, or:aqyrfuch 
pj-yjj^ ^execrable Grfi&e is \ at amr timercom- 
Mdefu mitted among them; whicaace feldom- 
#>"• ^i liete than irv any other, part of the 
World', theMalefatborisneyerPynidi- 
isd with Hidden Death, n6r {does any 
* fatal hand toufcft him, but his fSeriteace 
r is y to fee InuinirM, where ije ieafixtely 
' : ' • dies 
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4i^gb?twfe*»fW(0, Walls. ;vFpr they 
U# e ..|>y :any violet, d«e£Jj r-Bettfa^ tq 
tftfo,a?ray. the liipvot wf pflfartleiu *&, 
juTJtj&yjirerfleYerjliito^^ 
miniftrations aftcjuftifeey/ aor wcxi the"^'* 
C^|it.swith.tii^ofltte!Del8j»j;btlt (quick'. 
$ .determin ; ifl the iCalp, and diq>atcli 
ajl matter? thafcace. brought fefone therin 
yfo£©verjig«r with fifty! oariSty more 
§t ; qpenly tethe jftMcfc tiews, jw^ienci 
i^ifhey, dp jujftse* rwftich isooitiby plu- 
tafe ,of, Yoieev, but a)luiiMiiimdufly 
mffm to tilt Sentence thlt is, proi 
twitted* \ f -cUl'.'[ '.. '; ?hf.GJT •-=■':»;. • 
vciTlhefe Arahim Iwtf va^coprteousiii 
their Deportment aadiCtetitfm© GfoSl to 
^UTStjWPger^thQy oflerdtaittqcrVdoldnce 
l^rLAffrOnt to,*my ; anddutf*faejf are 
3tey tenacious otYtheirown Priociples, 
.and; Admirers ! of .their jwfca {Religion, 
•yet do they pjeverrimpbfe it. upon any, 
nor are their iMorals leveay ^khfiich 
furipus Zeal,-, as to diveft^tbediLof Hu- 
inanity, an<* a; tender Refjte&. •■ A Man 
may tray el hundreds of ; Miles Jit this Tbt txu» 
Country, and never meet with any *-""fa aT A 
:bujtye Language, or any >Bfchaviour 55Si * 
that looks Rude. And it yoa nappen 
to be loaded with any Money in your 
v Travels, 
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Travels, you need no Arms to defend 
your Penon, nor any Guards to fecure 
your Furfe \ for you may deep with it 
in your Hands in the open Fields, or 
lay it by you with fafety as you repofef 
your felf inthe King's High- way. Gap* 
tain E<k>ardSa)/, who had liv'd among 
them ttMufcm for feveral Years, and 
who amrm'd all this Relation to* be 
really true, had parted front ode parts 
of the Country to another, forte hun* 
dreds of Miles, and never was troubled 
by any Perfon, tho' he flept fometimes 
inthe Roads and Fields, neither heard 
he of any that had been pillag'd by 
Robbers all that while. 

In fine, thefe are a People natural- 
ly Temperate and Juft, and endued 
with thole excellent Qualities which the 
Grecian PtuMbphers and Roman Mora* 
lifts endeavoured to infoire into their 
Subjects, tho* they mifsM of their aim. 
For thefe are directly oppofite in their 
Temper and manner or Life to'thofe 
wild Arabs, that haunt the Banks of 
Tigrit, and fculk about near the River 
of Euphrates, that live by Rapine, fpoil 
and violence. I. (hall relate only one 
remarkable Paffage more, concerning 

the 
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the Juftice and Kindnefs of theie Atahs y 
and leave this Theme. 

When the forementioned Captain n$kttbU 
Say had unluckily loft his Ship on the «■» #** 
Ifland of Mscird, which is near this Coaft $£& 
of ArnbU ; he and his Mariners were say, *ft*f 
fb fortunate that they lavM all their jf* *jk* 
Lives, and got on Shoar, tho' naked and mm * 
in a very diftrefs'd forlorn Condition* 
The fignt of this deplorable Accident 
mov'dthe Jr4*j to Pity and Compafli- 
on towards them, and made them offer 
their Service, by fuch Signs, as they 
thought might oe moft Intelligible, for 
affiftmg them in the Recovery of thole 
Goods that were on board the Wracks 
They were perfect ftrangers both of 
them to each others Perfbns and 
Language, and therefore one among 
the reft, who lookt like the Sovernour, 
rais'd a heap of Sand, as they fat near 
one another, upon the Shoar, which he 
divided into three parts, referving two 
to himfelf, and offering the other to the 
Captain* But the Captain efteeming 
it unequally proportioned, (hook his 
Head, in token that he diflik'd the 
Bargain.. The Governour feeing this* - 
adjufted the matter with more equality, 

Ff and 



Digitized by 



Google 



434 : A Voyage to Suratt * 

and divided the Heap of Sandiiito two 
parts only, one of which ha took to 
himfelf, and gave* the other ^halftdthe 
Captain; which fcecaufelie tbobght it 
very fair, they ftiook Hands upon k T 
as -a fign they were both well danfcenfc- 
ed; 1 he Money which was brought 
bn Shoar, and faved from the Wrack, 
Was 'twelve or fourteen ' Thousand 
Pounds, which dipycontrivMc^ divide 
in this manner* They iydd akai Stick 
two Baskets initead of a pairof Scales T 
and made them as i equipoise iati tfeey 
could, and by thefcthev waghc^each 
parcel tNt was brought off from* the 
Ship with greateiafitnefc; 'ifith&vb<zp* 
peai^d any feemii^^ad waqt^e in either 
Balknce, the Gov duoour fiare'dtha* al- 
ways upon the Xlaptkin^ fo that kc was 
not injured one Mite,-iiorin aUt^atiAc-? 
eount loft a Farthing that was, his Due, 
If the Inhabitants upon aU the Coaft& 
of Europe were as Heritable aad Juft 
to all Perlbns of their o\fen P^rfwafion, 
as theie ArAbiapsswzvttsi 'thofc of a 
ftrange Faith, anddiftanfi Nation, ttiofe 
that do narrowly *fcape with trheirJLises 
from the Dangers of the Sea,/ would 
not fo often by a<meccilefe-People be 

ft 
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fo bttrbaroufly deprivM of them at Land. 
The King too in Conrtpaffion to his Mi- 
feH6s, required Only 2 per Cent, for his 
Gaoob % whilft he made other Strangers' 

The Portugutft formerly were re- 
ceived by the Arabians at Mufcatt, with 
aburidance of Civility and Candor, and 
allotft'd not only the freedom and Ex- 
ercife of their Religion, but encouraged 
i& builds ftately Church, and erect a 
Colkge^ and were no way ftrnted in the 
Pifcfeflkm of thieir Faith, and oftenta- 
tion?6f their Pompous Worlhip; 'The rfe/lf , 
King granted therii the freedom of the of the wZ 
forti by which they grew very ?6w- °f£ he Ar *- 
erfol artd Wealthy, ana by that means r ^p ^ 
Indtelg'd themfelves in Eafe and Luxu* guefc. 
ty; built : many fair tioufes in the Ci- 
ty tt> dwell in, and at length began tof 
re fo Infolent and Unruly, that they 
feplenfy -abusM that Civility which had 
tatertain'd them fo friendly, delpis'd 
that Govetnmeilt by which they had 
been Prote&ed^ and endeavoured to 
wreft the Authority out of the Hands 
©f the Civil Magiftrate, and fet up their 
owriinftead of if. The Arabs who art 
fcitUraHy Civilt and obliging, bore the 
1 F f 2 repeated' 
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repeated Infolencies with greatPatien£e f 
and were loath to be drawn into any 
Quarrels or Debates with them, not- 
withftanding all this turbulent Carri- 
age of the Portuguefe; 'till allarrnd 
with the danger of their City, and un- 
able to endure their Affronts any lon- 
ger, the King himfelf appeared in Per- 
ion with a numerous Army of refb- 
lute Jrabs, with whom he fct down 
before the City. The Portuguefe de- 
fended themfel ves againft him with great 
Courage for a longtime, and fhutthem- 
felves up in their Church and College, 
which were converted into Cittadels for 
their Safeguard, becaufe they were 
flrong. But the Arabs at length block* 
ing up all the Avenues whereby they 
might expeQ: any Succour either by Sea 
or Land, and placing themfelves upon 
" heights which overlppk'd the Fortifi- 
cations of the Enemy, who received bo 
Relief either from Gpa or O^g, as they 
expected ; the Portuguefe at length ^be- 
took themfelves privately to two or three 
of their Ships which lay in the Harbour, 
and made their Efcape that way. Th^ 
Holes of the Gunrfhot which the Arabs 
made in the Church and College of the 

Portuguefe^ 
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Portague/e, during the time of the 
Siege, are yet vifible. Since this Re- 
bellion, there arofe an invincible Hatred 
"between thefe two Nations, that were 
thus at variance; fb that they are al- 
ways defigning upon each others Lives 
and Eftates where-ever they meet. The 
Arabians are a Stout, Couragious, 
Hardy Nation, and will in nothing, 
give place to the Portitguefe, and gene- 
rally are Vi&orious,and prevail againft 
them as often as they Attack each other 
at Sea. The Portuguefe are mightily 
funk, as well in their Courage, as in 
their Fame and Fortune, and are found 
to be fuch contemptible Enemies, that 
they are feldom difcours'd of, but with 
Reproach, by the name of Galling u e m 
Hen-hearted Fellows. The Arabs car- 
ry in fbme of their Ships above 500 Men, 
go out m Fleets, and are fb very ftrong 
in their. Naval Forces, that the Porta- 
~& ue f e generally endeavour to avoid them, 
and never difpute it with them but with 
great Advantage on their fide. AH the 
Prifoners of War are made Slaves of Sj/?* 
on both fides ; and thofethat are taken $**£»" 
by the Inhabitants* of Mufcatt, areufed 
fo very kindly ,that they are tempted al- 
v Ft J moft 
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moft tp be in love with their £op£ne- 
ment, $nd are never us^ with any fiich 
Hardihips,{b as tdbeiorct to attempt an 
Efcape by Flight, "They neither cor ? 
reft: them like Slaves, _nor impofe ypon 
them any fervile work, but inainta^ 
them in Eafe and Idleness, with a ce£ 
tain ^llow^nce of Provisions ev^ry d^y. 
t)f fitch iqconquerajbJeGenerefity arc 
thefe Arabians ev^ to > their very Ener 
jnies ! And thtf. they fbmetim^s per- 
Tvvade them to their own Faith, apd tp 
turn MfihameunAy 'tis never but wit$ 
&liidrie$s, . with gentle Allurements, and 
Hop^a of :Reward. 

I will iiere infer t a fhort, Accpunt of 

the talupgof Captain Edward &jy by the 

'Sapv^imfy: who Inhabit a Country op- 

pqfjt£ tcxthe Arabian Shoar, and then 

pafeover ip the ojter Caait of Arabia. the 

Hiifffo vWhich bofders upon the Red 

Sea. ; . ... „ \ 

captain ( Thi^ pooimahdei}, after hjs Sbip- 

tlwt £*"' wrac k HB99* 1 ! 1 ? iCUind Maura, and a te- 

Fyrius. dious itay among .the Arabians at Mpf* 

•■••■ catty iet Sail from thence tqtjie Ifland 

of Ucmhay. in the Company of eigj#een 

or twenty Sfrips bpijiji^ for SurattjznA 

other /p^itf p£ tyd\*+ After they h&d 

1 -■ ""' ' t'~' : ' r •'. ; . '.r " : " "■ been 
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been ibme time at Sea they partedCom- 
pajiy^ bid the Sfiip wherein the Cap- 
tain had intbarked, efpyed a little after, 
two Sail to windward of them, as far as 
they could fee fromphe top-Maft-Head, 
which made all the Sail they could after 
them, and thereby fore'd them to bear 
away; right before the Wind with all 
the Sail they had ; and to lighten their 
Ship fb as that (he might the better e£ 
cape them, they cut away their Boat 
whith was tow'd a ftern, and threw a- 
buAdarice of valuable Goods over-board. 
But the two Ships notwithftahding this, 
ouriaild them, and sts they came up to- 
.watrdsthem, the Black Sea-men defcri- 
ed thenar by their Colours, to be Sdn- 
ga&ians. They gave the Captain Chafe 
sdl the Day long 'till four a Clock in 
thfc Afternoon,who fir'd the Stern-Chafe 
with his four Guns all the while ; at 
length they fliot his Man at the Helm 
thro 9 the Head, and laid him on board 
fa theMklfhips, entring 70 or 80 Men 
With Swotfd and Target.The Black Sail- 
ers, who were thirty, leapt over-board 
rio fewi their Lives, leaving the Ship 
to the Captain and his two Servants. 
The Throat of one of then* was imme- 
'■■.■'■. *t F f 4 diately 
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diately cut, and as they came in fury 
to hew down the Captain, and flay him 
inftantly, as they had done his Servant, 
he fended off the fatal Blow by receiv- 
ing it on his Hand, which was cut half 
oft thro ? the dint and violence of the 
Stroke. While they were thus eager 
for his Deftruftion, and intent in ta- 
king away his Life, they efpyed a Rich 
Prize which diverted their Fury and 
Defign ; for the Captain wore a lett of 
Gold Buttons upon his Coat, which 
they prefently flew at upon the firft 
fight, and were fo zealous for the Pur- 
chafe, that he ranfbm'd his Life by the 
price of his Gold. They ftript him as 
naked as an Indian Faquir, excepting 
pnjy a fmall piece of a fhirt to cover hi$ 
Nakednefs, and left him in that San- 
tone-like Condition for two Months, 
without either Hat to his Head, or Shoe 
to his Foot. One of the Sangwian Ships 
which had made them a Prize, was of 
jfbme Force, flie carried ten Guns and 
15P Men ; the other was only a finall 
Galley of po more than four Guns and 
50 Men, whereby the Captain who had 
fefifted them ftoutly for fome time, be- 
ipg eafily overpowered, was forc'd to 

furrender. 
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furrender. The Sangtnians after the 
Difpute wat over, finding no more re- 
fiftance, grew companionate and kind, 
and refrefnt the Captain with Water and 
Opium, which was the Nourishment otim * 
they found moft proper for themf elves r j££* 
after any hard Labour or Languifhment 
of Spirit, and the fpeedieft Relief for 
decayed Nature. They were much con- 
cerned too for the Cure of his Hand, 
which was in danger of being loft by 
the deepnefs of the Wound, and ap- 
plyMto it Loaf Sugar to ftop the Bleed- 
ing, and (bmething elfeto keep the 
Wound clean ; after which the Wool 
of a Sheep's Back, and the Oil of their 
Lamps, without any other Medicines, 
in a fliort time thoroughly perfeded the 
Cure. 

The Ship was taken near the Ifland 
of Bombay, which made them ipend a 
Month in Sailing before they Arriv'd 
ki their own Country. When they 
drew near Ar*mra y which was the Port 
to which they defignM, they according 
to Cuftom, far -d a Gun belonging to the 
Captain's Ship, to falute their Country 
and Relations ; in which the Captain 
had hid 1 500 Venetians, to fccure them 

from 
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fr dm the Rapine of the Pyrrtes, think* 
iog them iafe in that ftrong Hold,bu)t 
tyere by this means unluckily loft ; 
ivhieh made it a very coftly Salute to 
t our poor Commander, 6f whofe Mo* 
ney they difcharg-d near 700 /. at one 
Shot. 

The; Qgeen of the Country, after fhe 
heard of their Arrival, fent a Meffengei? 
foi? Che , Captain to bring htm top to 
tdutt/ whither hs trafveUPd for two op 
t&reei Milefc withdut Covering either to 
his Htfad: or Feet, very ill equipt t6 aj*> 
pear iii the defence of a Qaeen. WJien 
he eiftie in this diftrefs before her Ma± 
jefty, fhe fpoke tb him by at PortUgmefo 
interprets, who inquired of him by the 
Queen's dke&ions, which of her People 
they were that had his Moneys; whiehf 
Iteartfwetfd he could not tell. Then 
fiie thrfeatfted tor keep him a perpdtu- 
al Ewk from his Couotry, and for his 
further Cbtfifort,, would allow him on? 
ly Sak Water to (kink. 

Itf happened about a Month before 
this time^ that a Bmugttefe Sliip widr 
a Fuiefb aotd his Inliagey had been ta- 
ken aiid vbirought into this Hailbotuy 
which becaiiifit they .wcr & devoutly Re- 
vered 
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yer'd by that Nation, therefore did 
the; Queen imagin, that all Europeans 
had them in the fame Religious Efteem: 
And becaufe that the Captain was in- 
flexible to her other Menaces, fbe or- 
der 'd the Image of the Virgin Mary, 
with thole of two or three Saints more, 
about a Foot high, to be brought be- 
fore him, and told him if he would but 
yield tp kils them, flie would give ere* 
pit to what he faid. The Captain whp 
was a very Rational Man, and bred out 
of the Road of Romifh Superftition, 
was neither lb Iparing pf his Civilities, 
as to forbear a Complement to the piece 
of Wood, nor of nich unrefined rrin- 
ciples a? Jto give it a Religious Adorati- 
on, but was ready either tpkifs or burp 
it, which they pleas'd^ fince he had an 
affurance of his Releale upon liich ea^ 
fie terms, and therefore kifs'd it very 
freely ; and after two or three days ftay 
here, where he fed upon Rice and Wa- 
ter, and lay in the Night time with the 
Cattle, he was difinifs'd. A while af- 
ter tfrey lent him aboard his ' V did t ££% 
for a day or two, which lay in , the Uafe. 
Harbour, and gave him along with 
him about twelve Pints of Wheat, the 

Sweep- 



Digitized by 



Google 



444 ^ Voyage ftSuratt. 

Sweepings of the Ship, to fuftain him 
in his Voyage to Suratt; but he im- 
bark'd upon an Arabian Ship which was 
then loading for Mufcact y in which he 
was carried to that City. 

Aramra % where the Captain was 
laumm brought in Prilbner, lies oppofite to the 
Arabian Shoar, between Sindj and Cape 
Jugattj a little diftance from Dia, which 
belongs to the Portuguefe. The Coun- 
try ot thefe Sanganians lies between 
thofe vaft Empires of Perfia, which is 
on the Wefi y and Indifion y which bor- 
ders upon it on the Eafi. They are 
great Pyrates, and live by thofe Frizes 
which they take at Sea, where they 
range from the Streights of Ormus to 
the Gulf of Cambajj and down the Ma- 
labar Coaft, Cruifing about from one 
place to another, where any hopes of 
Booty invites them forward. They 
infeft all the Weftern Coafts of India, 
and tho' their Ships are of no great 
Force, yet they are fcidoni taken be- 
caufe they are made (b well for Sail, 
that they are ready to run when they fee 
a Veflel of any Countenance ; and thofe 
they think they are able to Encounter, 
they endeavour to make of them a Prey. 

Tho > 
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^Tho' the Principles of theft Sag*- a»W 
f^ms are fb far Jeven'd with Fraud £^j£fc 
and Injuftice, that they wholly devote Saogaman 
themfelves to a life of. Piracy, andfub- F/r4ff## 
fift by the Spoil of the Innocent Traf- 
fickers at Sea, yet have they not all di- 
verted themfelves of their obligations to 
all kinds of Juftice, but are very faith- 
ful to what they promife, and invio- 
lable obfervers of their Word * as our 
Captain had occafion to try by an Ex- 
pertinent very fuccelsful and advanta- 
tagibus. For being robb'd of all his 
wealth, but an hundred Checkins 
which- were privately hid in fbme 
part of the Ship, his Cpok came to him 
and acquainted him, that the Boat- 
Twain of the Man of War, who was put 
in Comitiander in chief on Board them, 
would ingage to return him half of 
whatever Money was committed to 
his Cuftody. The Captain delivered 
to him an hundred pieces of Gold, 
which the Boatfwain tied in a fmall bit 
of Cloath, with a fmall Line to it and 
a Bouy at the end of it, and threw it 
over-board. For every Man was 
(earched before they went afhoar, and 
not fuffer'd to come from aboard, 'till 

the 
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the Veffel was unladed. The day fol- 
io tolfrg, : the Boatfwain went overboard 
in qntftJof the Bag he had dropt in 
the Ocean, and after a little fearcfr 
found it, and delivered half of the Gold 
to the Captain ; at which the Captain 
Was fi> well pleiasM, being wholly &i 
Ms Mdrcy, and in that diftrefs, thar 
he offend him ted pieces as a gratuity, 
which the Boatfwain rejected for this 
Reafbn, becaufe he told him he wbultf 
keep Ms word! according to his Pre* 
mile; 

I fliall now proceed to an Account 
of Modify and other remarkable pla-i 
ces fituated upon theitaf ^accord- 
ing to the Method I lately propofed; • 
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Remri&ble Places 
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I Shall here give the Header a ftiort 
View ofMocba, and other places of 
Note and Traffiek, -which border up- JJj^^" 
on the Red Se* on the Arabian fide in * "* 
the full- extent of jtffhonr the Ifland of 
Soctfra, wJiere it begins to mix with the 
Oriental. Sea, or Jiwfcw/Ccean, to the 
very Head of it, which reaches to that 
Ifthmus, or Neck ofitand which di- ,-,• -i 
vides Afrs from Jfrick. I fhall hot de-< 
tain him with any tedious Description 

of 
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of thefe places, or' run out in expatiat- 
ing upon their Government and Laws, 
the Manners and Cuftoms of their In- 
habitants, or their {Strength and Polity, 
but only lead him along the Shoar, and 
give him a view of the Harbours as we 
Coaft along, to prevent all Mifcarriage 
at his firft entring into thefe Ports, ma- 
ny of which are fcarce known to the 
Navigators of Europe. A fuller Ac- 
count of thefe Parts may be expe&ed 
from another Hand ; from Mr. Edward 
Clyvty who by his Perfbnal Obfervati- 
ons is qualified not only for confirming 
all this Relation, but alfo is fufnifh'd 
with fuch Remarks, Is inable nim for 
a larger performance, in a clear and am- 
ple Account of what is yet unknown, 
and very worthy the publick Notice^ 
among tnefe People. 

I inall obferve no other Method in 
this Relation, than what Nature ha9 
shalkt out to us in the Situationof the 
Towns, which (hall briefly be defcrib'd 
according as they Ik upon the Sea* 
Coaft. 
Why tailed And (hall begin with the Jrabim 
$h Red Gutyh, or Red Sea, the reafon of which 
Name is perplex* with variety of O 

pinions, 
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pinions and different Conje&ures ; for 
Antiquity (we find) did not confine the 
Name of the Red Sea, only to that nar- 
now Channel which divides Arabia 
from Afrkkj and gives a boundary to 
fbme parts of thole Ancient Kingdoms^ 
but included alio the Perfian Gulf, and 
all the Seas about Arabia, and all thatvaft 
Traft of Ocean which extends from 
Cape bom Efperahce, evfcn beyond the > 

River Ganges: And the later Wefterrt 
Writers have limited it only to this 
Gulph, becaule it lies the neareft, and 
was firft dilcoverM to them. There* 
fore they contend, that becaule King E- 
rythros, who was Mafter of this Seaj 
was interrM in one of itslflands, it ob* 
tain'd the Name of Mare Erithraum y 
which fignifies the Red Sea, and the 
Latines and others from thence, have re- 
tailed the fame Appellation. Some fan- 
cy that the redneis of the Sand or Co : 
rall, which ^ lie at the Bottom, or the 
redneis of its Waters; and other* affirm 
that the ftrong reflexion of the Sun's 
Beams upon the Surface, or the redneis 
of the Neighbouring Hills, might juft- 
ly bccafion the immpofition of this 
Name. Herodotus takes notice of a 
. . J Gg Place 
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(dace hereabouts, called Erythrobolus^ 
or the Red Soil, which might Coun- 
tenance another Opinion. In the Ho 
hrAv this Sea is called Suph, or the Sea 
of Weeds, becaufe according to Kjmchi, 
dicre grew abundance of Weeds upon 
the fides of it. 
This Gulph runs from 1 2 Degrees No. 
^^J latitude to 29, and farther, moftof it 
21/ C along the Shoar of Arabia the Baffin 
which is a large Peninlula, as it ftartds 
divided from the other two Jrat>U*s.ti 
ibttimuf* The Ships from Suratt that Sail for 
the ships die Red Sea take their departure gene- 
c j%"f f ,0m rally about March, and Arrive at Mo* 
MTdu. *h* towards the latter end of Jpril, or 
before (the 20th of My ; at which time, 
(or as the Moon Changes, or is in the 
Pull) the Winds vary, and prevent a- 
4iy mrtre Ships entring into the Sea 
-that Year. . In their Paffage at that 
tinte of the Year, they generally make 
the Ifland of Socatra, and keep under 
Cape Gudrdifeu and the A bajfeen Cbaft, 
to efcape the danger of thole impetuous 
Currents that run ftrongon the Jr*- 
iia* Shore. 

The Ifland of Socatra lies 1 2 peg. 
*** tM - 30 MNo.andis fubje&to the '*Kug«f 

Cajjeev, 
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Caffeiit, one of whole Sons is always 
plac'd in the Government^ whole main 
Revenue arifes from the Aloes, Dra* 
gons-Blood, and Goats and Cows Skins* 
which are lent every Year either to Seer 
or Caffeen. TheRoad here is very good* 
when once the Danger is paft in entring 
into it, and that is eafily evaded by the 
Pilots, who are always ready to condaft 
the Ships with lafety into the Har- 
bour. Tothc£*/»jriofthisIflandis 
very gflbd Anchorage, but the Water 
is neither Healthful, nor is there any 
great ftore of Provifions. They tx* 
ceed all their Neighbours in the quan- 
tity and Art of making Butter, and 
itau& with k tifiie* and Seer, ibme* 
trcm&Motba and Ait* with that valuable 
Commodity. Their Ships for Traffick 
are very few, not above 6 or 7 Graibbs 
Or Geiva's belonging to the Ifland, 
iwjft of which are imploy'd upon the 
Kiag's Account. The Natives ate of 
a Iwartfiy Complesian, and of civil 
JDemdartour, and would gladly imvke 
fhe£tiglifk to a fettlcment among them, 
iftlt the iheannds of «he Trade will 
not permit them to accept the Pre- 
fer. 

Gg 2 Op- 
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Oppofite to this Ifland upon the Main 
dJeu? 11 " °f ^/ r/w * s Cape Guardifeu, which is 
very remarkable Land, and lies in i fe 
Deg. No. Lat. The Reafbn of mention- 
ing this Cape is, becaufe moft Ships 
that come for this Sea in April, or later, 
defire for their fafety to make that Land 
Mount Fc- or Promontory. Near this is Mount Fe- 
hx * liXy which is/ only a fmall Mountain, 
but fhews it felf in appearance at a di- 
ftance, like a fmall Ifland, yet joins 
the Main by low Land ; and the Ships 
keeping their Courfe along this Shore 
for about 150 Miles Weft ward from 
the Cape, at length they efpy a fmall 
white Ifland, from whence they crofs 
the Gulph towards Aden on the Arabian 
Shore, which now follows in order to 
be defcrib'd. 

Upon this Coafl: of ArMa^ are varie- 
ty of places noted for Traffick, the firft 
of which that I fhali here take notice 
Defer. °f * s Dtf ar > which is fituated towards' 
theEaftem part of this Sea. The King 
of this place Ingages now and then in 
fmall Skirmifhes, and Martial Difputes. 
with* his Neighbouring Princes, the 
Kings of Seer and Cajfeen y but their 
Contefts are feldom very Bloody. And 

his 
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his People are inur'd but very little to J*^"* 1 }" 
the Laws of Hofpitality and Kindnefs, \ x ^\tamu 
but are injurious in their Commerce, 
and Villanous to Strangers The Coun- 
try produces only iome Olibanum, Co- 
co-Nuts and Butter. The Religion of 
the Natives is Mahometan, of which 
they are fuch zealous Admirers, and are 
heated with fuch extatick Warmths, 
that they are not afhamM fomctimes 
to pretend even to Infpiration, efpeci- 
ally when they are fciz'd with a fie of 
Dancing. For among them prevails a 
particular Cuftom of Dancing with ib ***£** 
much pains and Zeal, lo much ierven- jfct /»rr 

- cyand Paflion, that their ftrength.de- ^ De- 
cays, and their Spirits fail them thro' 
thole violent Motions, and. being at 

'length quite (pent, they fall as it. were 
quite dead upon the Ground. All the 
while this merry Humour does poflefs 
them, they cry aloud, God is a great God, 
the only God, and Mahomet his Prophet, 
and fill the Air with fuch like pious and 
devout Expreflions of their Law, 'xill 
they are not able any longer to {peak, 
or ftand. While they lie thus lifelef s, as 
it were, and intrane'd upoathe Ground, 
they talk, they fay, .with God and the 
• G g $ Pro- 
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Prophet, who Communicates to them 
Divine Revelations ; and the credulous 
Multitude who are eafily perfwaded to 
give aflfent to what they fay, (irmly be- 
lieve that they are Heavenly Infpir'd. 
This is done in imitation, as I conceive, 
and to countenance the Pra&ke of their 
Falfe Prophet, who wifely contriv'd*hat 
a Bodily Difeafe fhould pafs for the In- 
fofion of the Spirit ; and being fubjed to 
the Falling Sicknefs, declared that thofe 
Swoonings were Heavenly Raptures, 
in which he conversed familiarly with the 
Angel Gtbriel. 

Offccn. ^ ext **> this place Weft ward is Caf. 

i feen, which ftands in 1 5 Deg. No. The 

Road here in the Weftern Muffouns is 
very fafe, but it lies open to the Eaft- 
?vard. The Town looks mean, and is 
BO way beautified with ftatefy Edifices, 
nor made ftrong by Fortifications, only 
\is dignified fbmetimes with the refi* 
dence of the King, when his Revenues 
come from Socatra. For as his Royal* 
ties are very fmall, and his Income 
inconfiderabje, becaufe his Subjects arc 
both Poor and Slayifh ; fb is he here- 
by 4$har'd from maintaining a Prince- 
ly Pomp* or making a fliow ia any 

Magnifi* 
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Magnificent Appearance, and therefore 
very often turns Merchant himfelf, for 
hopes of Advantage, and for fupporting 
hisRoyaiState andGrandeur.SeveralGel- 
va^s come hither freighted with Ricc,2Jjjg£ 
Dates,Camlees, which are a fort of Haifc 
Coats made inP«r Ai,and Red and White 
Callicocs j whicn are bartered for O- 
Ubanum, Aloes and Butter. For the 
Neceffities of the Natives incline them 
rather to an Exchange of Commodities, 
than a Traffick for Silver, which lofts 
its Efteem here, as much as it is Ido- 
liz'd in other parts. Some Coins how- 
ever are current among them, vU. Dol- 
lars* Abaflees, and Mamoodees. That seed #i 
which is here eff eem'd inftead of Mb- *"' '*"- 
ney, is a fort of See<J, which pafles in J* * 
the "foom of fmall Cloins^ and is dlftri- 
buted commonly by handfqls. Here 
the Natives are mainly addicted to thoft 
mean Vices of Cozenage and ftealtb, 
and think, they make a good purchafe 
of any thing, which they can compafc 
by Fraud and Cheating. Another' fin 
to which they are often given, is fo 
vi& that the foulnels of it I cannot 
without Immodefty mention. The pro- 
per tealon q¥ the Year for Trade is 
My, June and July. G g 4 A 
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Sccr. . A place next to this, much more no* 
ted both for the Civil Deportment of 
the; Natives, and for the Convenience 
of a Port, for a greater concourfe of 
People, and for Traflick, is Se er y which 
\ is much frequented by Ships froni feve- 
ral Ports, viz. Mufcatt r Gombroop, Suratt, 
and (jfi//*, and fome other places on the 
Abaffeen Shore ; from whence they bring 
Butter, Myrrh and Slaves ; and thole 
from Mufcatt and Stir aft traniport with 
them Olibanwn, Aloes, ^nd what the 
Port affords. 

Jdev y whiph is fituated in 12 deg. 
^ * 20 m. Nq. is one of the Ancienteft, Fair- 
eft and moft Pleafant Cities of all Art- 

k bia, fiirrounded with Walls on one fide, 
and Mountains on the other. It was for- 
. merly in the Poffeffion of the PQrtuguefa 
when they were renownM for their Con- 
quefts in the Eaft, but by Treachery, 
the Turks made themfelyes the Mafters 
of it, after fbme time, 'till the puiffant 
King of Hjaman became Victorious Or 

' yer the7#r&,and fei^d it for his own 
inheritance. This Prince is here Invert- 
ed with the Title of (he King of Hj$r 
wan, (or Teqmm^ as the Natives feem 
.Jo prpnounce it) which figriifie$ Arabu 
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Felix; not chat his Dominions ftretch 
fo far, but becaufe the extent of his Ter- 
ritories and vaft Treafures, dp much 
exceed aU the reft of the Kings that uk 
habit Arabia. For his Kingdom reaches 
near 400 Miles op the Red Sea, from A* 
fan as far as Geron. 

Jden formerly furpafs'd all the reft 
of the Neighbouring Ports upon thisjwX 
Shore, was a famous Magazine for the r '*iMfe 
various Commodities of India, Perjta f A- 
rabid, and what was brought hither by 
the Abaffeens ; and was Inhabited by a 
Mifcellany of People, Turks, and Arabi- 
ans, Perfians, Indians and Ethiofiaps t who 
refided here for the Advantages of {hat 
mighty Trade. The Houfes were built 
both neat and ftrong, and the Caftles 
from the top of the Mountains afforded 
a curious divertive ProfpeQ: : Nature 
gave it fuch a fortified Situation, that 
it was a Garrifon without Art, and 
was able to defend it ielf with a fmall 
T?orce, from a potent Enemy that might 
Invade it, either by Sea or Land. 'Till 
the Eaftern. Luxury which is more in- ...... 

tent upon Indulgence and Eafe, than, 
building Forts and raiting Sieves, made 
j:hem negle^ their Fortifications, and 

leavv 
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leave it open and defcncclefi for the firft 

bold Atiailant. The proper Months 

for Trade here, are April, May, "}">*> 

Jufyy andlbmepartof^g*/?, at which 

***** time all the Ships in the Sea take their 

££'£. Departure, becaufe of the Change of 

* the Muflbuns, which always happen 

towards the end of that Month. They 

carry nothing from hence, but Coflfee, 

Aloes, OUbanum and Myrrh; the three 

lad of which are not the product of the 

Country. 

I fhould now take leave of this place, 
and proceed to give fome account of 
M*«4 were it not convenient, before 
my departure, to infift a little upon the 
Difcovery of fome Potts and Paffages 
hereabouts, to inftruft fiich as defign to 
Travel into thefe Seas, 

The Land of AAtn, hecaufc it makes 
like an Jfland, was formerly reputed 
to have been one; from whence fleer- 
ing W. and W. by N. you will come to 
the Bates, which in the Arabian Lan- 
guage, fignifics Gate or Door. The 
neZtbbt.Bms is a fmall Ifland opening to 
the Red Sea, and makes in form very 
Kke a Garr- Fift, being low and flat. 
Between this and the Main Land, is a 

fafe 
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£tfe Paflage, if you been the Mid-Chan- 
nel, where is 10, 11 and 12 fathom Wa- 
ter. But the great Ships for better Sen 
curity, chufe rather to go on die outfide, 
where is feldom lefs than Forty Fathom, _ 
'till they hale in for Shore, which is " 
commonly done, as foon as they are 
paft the Streights. Here are feven Ijflands, 
but none of them lb remarkable as tan 
BdMf. The Strdgbts here are common* 
ly called thofeof&ita Muidtl, which *W1- 
are about 7 Leagues over from main Mani ^ 
Land to main Land, about 20 Leagues 
from Aden, and 12 or 1? from Mc&i 
TheCourie from the Jfcftf is about M 
by Ifi&and N. North Weft. • 

Before you come to thefe Stiwgfo, 
you will make a very high. Table Land, 
and an opening to the Southward of it ; 
which appears very like the paflage in* 
to die Red &* ; but then yon wffl du> 
cover the (aid Bstts Ifland to re&fie you, 
thro' which fleering North, or N. by W. 
asyoufecoccafioa; there is opening to 
die Southward of the laid high Land, 
a great River that leads to Gftbk, which 
is the greateft Fort on the Jisjjetm fide 
without the laid BMs. 
Steering up the -A"^o» Coaft before 

the 
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the Arrival at Mocha, is a feeming Wood, 
which is feveral Date-Trees and Gar- 
dens, to the Northward of which is 
Mocha, which yields a more beautiful 
profpeft at Sea, than on Shore. Here 
you muft not come into lefs than 7 
Fathom, nearer are ib many dangerous 
Over-fails, that they will be apt to 
fcare a young unexpert Pilot. When 
the Southermoft Mofque is once brought 
to bear,\E.by S\ the Ships may Uiff up, 
or bear into the Road, and Anchor ia 
4, 5, 6, |or rj Fathom.. Bef^ this Ro^i 
lies a long -ftidgi^f mncTs, which has 
feldom above two Fathom Water, 
which renders it dangerous for thofe 
that enter to go in, *tillthey have the 
Bearings aboyefaid. 

Near the Southern Fort is a Channel, 
for the Grabbs that ufe thefe parts, 
thati gives them a paflkge in or out; 
but is dangerous for Europeans without 
the affiftance of Pilots. 

Mocha lies in 17 Deg. 50 M. North, 

rwirr4A and has been °^ late the principal 
Port in the RecLSea, and to which Ships 
Traffick from Surat, Gatnbay, Dieu, Ma- 
labar, and other parts of India. Hither 
alio •come the Ships from feveral parts 

- ■ T Of 
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91 Europe ; England, Hal/and^ France,Den» 
mark, Portugal ; as alfb from Coffee*, So- 
catra, Mujcatt, and all the Gulph' of 
Perfidy which bring hither the Products 
of their feveral Countries; and arertet 
by the Merchants of Barbary r Egypt, 
Turkey, by the Abajfeens, Arabians, &c> 
who hby off their Goods for ready Mo- 
ney, and make little other Returns but 
Cofiee, Sena, and fome Aloes, Hepe- 
tica, and other fmaH things of no great 
moment. 

The Cuftom paid for their Goods * qJJJ 
by the Europeans, is j per Cent, both out "*** 
and in, and they are prviledged to lay 
theii Goods in their Houfes which they 
venthere,-without being conftraih'd to 
bring them to the Cuftem-HotdTe. The 
Goodsfof all other Merchants are Ex- 
amined, and the Cuftoms ftated, which 
are 5 per Cent, that is 2 per Cent. mOre, 
than what is required from the Europe- 
ans. This was formerly done in favour 
to thole Merchants, but is of late turned 
much to their prejudice. 

If the Europeans : bring hither any , 
Cloath or piece Goods, they are fbmc 
of them opened tocftfcover wMt kind 
they are of, and that a jylt Accowt-of 

, them 



Digitized by 



Google 



4** 4 r<pge *> Sdratt 

them may be carried to cheGovemour. 
Bat the Cuffom for them it mid ac- 
cording only to what they are ibid and 
bought at, which is accepted by the 
Governour; but then if the Broker ial* 
fines in his Accounts, and is ever found 
guilty of fraudulent Returns, hefmarts 
leverely, and is fleee'd for it after die 
Ships departure. 

Whatever Commodities ait bought 

or ibid by Weight, muft be brought to 

the Scales at the Cufiom-Houfe, by which 

both Faroes muft bedcoermkfd. The 

Tit Weights here are thofe that follow* 

&?* ' C. ^. L. 

Bahars art £*£/#&> J J or 4»ov 
FrafleHs are *j to one Baharr 38 
94attns i© ta^one Fralfek 
Puckeas 46 to one Mann, 
Gsffite's 10 tobne^ckea. 

Dry Meafure tfe tkrft, viz. 

' Tertian is 40 NfcntteoVk 
Medeedais | Pfrm toglifa 

8y this Meoeedathey ftft ©H, Bat* 
f«r «jd Liquids; but is yitlds not a- 

bove 
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bove two Pints and, of Corn, Itc. in 
dry Meafures. They meafure their 
Cfoath, Silk, &c. by a Covit or 
duz, which is 24 Inches, and Buy our 
Cloath by the Piece, of which they -mca- 
Cire 4 or $ together, and take our Ac- 
counts and Packers Marks. 

'Their Coins are Dollars of all ibrcj, 
but they abate < fer Cent, on the Pillar ^c** 
Dollars, becaufethe^efteem their Sil- 
ver not very pure. The Dollar Weight 
with them is 17 Dr. 14 Gr. as it is only 
in D.and 12 Gr. with us. AlLthetr 
Coins are taken by Weight, and valu- 
ed according to their hnenefs, and of 
Gold they have leveral forts, z*s» 

,-Vtnic*. 
\ Gtrmaty. 
The TXieket of I Baluary. 
7 Turkey. 

. Eyftt Sec, 

'jfhe Comaftees are a finall Coin ya> 
hiedaccondingto the GovernmentsPles* 
lure; but they keep their Accounts dy 
an imaginary Coin of Cabeefs, reck- 
oning So to a Dollar. 

The 
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*** **$!* ^^ ^ at * ves wer€ ver y c ^ v ^ s™* pour- 

55£fc teous to the £#£/$&, efpecially 'till the 
fcre. Year 168^ when th£ War commenced 
between the Englifh and the Mogul^ 
which was fb fevere among the poor 
JMew Merchants, and fu6h a diftiif bance 
and lols to the Inpbcent Indians that 1 
Traded hither, thit it has quite (in a 
manner) deftroy'd the Traffick of this 
Port, and driven the Trade to feveral 
other parts in this Sea. This War has 
fince occafiotfd the utter Ruin of feve- 
ral Indian, Turkey, / and Arabian 'Mer- 
chants. For when the Englijb Sailers 
at that time perceiv'd the foftnefs of 
the Indian iLajcarrsy how tartie they 
were to all their Cruelties, how pati- 
ent and fubmiflivQto their Force and 
Arms, and how willingly they endured 
the fpoiling bf their Goods^ rather 
than ingage their Lives in a bloody 
Conteftj- they no fboner returned for 
England, but they Imbark'd again upon 
a new Defign with fbme more Europeans 
to turn Pirates, atid rob thefe harmlefs 
Traffickers in the Red Sea. And ac- 
cordingly in the" Year 1691, they took 
from the Merchants that Traded be- 
tween Mocha and Suratt to the value 

of 
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of 1 20000 /. The fucceeding Year they 
did the fame ; and at this time there 
are two or three finall Ships more up- 
on the queft for Rich Prizes, and ma* 
&ing feizure of thole Ships they meet 
with ; which has lb impoverifhM alrea- 
dy fome of the MoguPs People, that they 
muft either ceale to carry on a Trade, 
or relblve to be made a Prey. Thd* 
the Mogul cannot juftly charge the E. 
IndU Company with the barbarous Ac- 
tions of thefe Pirates, yet the unhap- 
py occasion of it may be, very apt to 
excite in him very Ireful Refentments, 
becaufe of the Miiery of fb many of bis 
Subjp&s. And the Evelifb at Surm 
have been already made lenfihb of fame 
Inconveniences and Hardfhips conle- 
quent upon it, by their Imprifbnment 
in their Faftory twice in. two Years, 
while Iftay'd there. 

Coffee i$ the only Commodity in re- affct. 
pute in this Port, of which there is no 
fcarcitv at all. It grows in abundance at 
Beetlefuckee , Sonany, Jfab, and other 
parts ; but from theft it feldom comqs 
grabled, or well packt, which puts the 
Buyers upon a new Trouble. It may 
be bought one Year with another, at 

Hh about 
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about 45 Dollars fer Baharr, and Ihipt. 
It is ripe at a proper Seafbn of the Year, 
and is fubjeft to Blafts, as our Corn and 
Fruits are. It thrives near the Water, 
and grows in Clufters like our Holly- 
Berries ; the Berry it felf refembles a 
Bay-Berry ; two of which are inclos'd 
in one Shell, which feparates when it 
is broken. The Leaf of it is like a Law* 
Tel's in bignefs, but very thin. The 
Tree it felt neither fhoots out in large- 
riefs,nor is very long productive of Fruit, 
but is ftill fupplyed by new planting of 
, others. This Commodity is proper on- 
ly to thefe Parts, and, as the Arabs tz\\ 
us, is by the Bounty of Heaven given 
oiilytothem, as a means to procure for 
them all thofe Neceflaries, which they 
ftand in need of from other parts. Few 
.Commodities of any value are here be- 
fides, except Sena, fome quantity of 
which may be bought, and very cheap ; 
as alio Aloes Hepetica. From Coffee*, 
: Seer, and Socatra, come Aloes Socatra, 
and Olibanum ; from Getta and other 
parts on the Jbajfeen Shore, Mirrh ; from 
Socachim, Elephants Teeth, and Gold 
Duft, which are bought by the Mer- 
chants offadia. 

Moofeck 
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Mofeck is diftant N.W. from MochdMofccte 
about 10 Leagues, and is of no impor- 
tance for Trade, except it be for Salt, 
fince Mocha drew the Indian Merchants; 
from it, and drein'd its Commerce ; for 
the City of Mochd cannot bdaft of its 
Foundation above two hundred Years. 
This Port is-fituated Hear Z^bid and 
Beetfcfatkee, but Hodeeda is fiipply M with 
Coffee from feveral places of Note for 
that Commodity, 

Jutor was formerly a burning Ifland, Juror, 
and is at prefeht uninhabited, and is 
diftant from Moojeek about $ Leagues. 

Hodeeda is plac'd in about 14 d. 50 m. Hddcccfe 
and is diftant from Mocha about 60 
Miles. In this is a Creek Very coveni* 
ent for Building Grabbs or Gelva's, and 
it is likewife very happy in a Port, iri 
which is flrippM abundance of Coffee 
for Judda, Mocha, and other places: It is 
Under the Government of Lobti, the 
fiext Port of moment tipon the Mauv 

Comoran ,is an Ifland which is bleft by camoiraaJ 
Nature with a favourable Soil and ad* 
vantagious Situation, but unfortunate 
in the Entertainment of Villanous In- 
habitants, who are Chara&eriz'd with - 
no better Names, than that of Robbers; 

H h 2 or 
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or Bandittoqs. % ties in 15 Deg. 20 M. 
and is about 10 Miles long, and two 
broad. Ships of the greateft Burthen 
may Anchor fafety, in a Bay or Road 
which lies on the Eaftermoft fide of it, 
not fubjecl: to any danger by violent 
frets of Wind, or Tempeftuous blufter- 
ing Weather. It is Forced with a 
Caftle, in which are fbme few Guns 
andMen ; and it produces no Commo- 
dities of confiderable .Advantage, but 
iupplies the Ships with good Water, 
Goats and Fifh. ThePaflagefrom hence 
to the Main, is not above an Englijb 
Mile. 

Since tbe?Portof Mocha was di&xu&d 
by the Englifb Ships in the Indian War, 
and the Merchants Goods which were 
bound for Surm^ were there feiz'd ; on 
by Captain A . 1 *, Th|s ftrudc iuch 
Terrour in all thole People tfoat were 
formerly wont to Trade Either, that 
they declitfdthe Portland remov'd the 
Trade toa Town notivery remote from 
ioh«. lt > na * n ' < i i-o^w, which is fituated in 
15 Degr. 4 m. and; is now grown in- 
to that Credit which Mock* had, and 
draws jto it both the adiaeentMercbants, 
' and the Ships from Mtatrnd other parts. 

The 
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*Fbe entrance into the Harbour here, is 
difficult and dangerous vvirhbut PiJots, 
but the Pore is noted for its Conveni- 
ence and Trade in fmall Vtflels, and 
Ships for JudAti It is hbnour'd too with : 
the Refidene of tlie Goverriour of aM 
this part of the Country and the Wand 
befere' mentibn'd. - 

Gez*n, which lies in 17 Deg. No. is Geron. 
tbelaft Town of Note upon this Coaft 
appertaining to the King of Ambit Fe- 
lix. Tis eminent for its Trade of Pearl- 
Kfhing, whichismanag'dbyB4ww W , 
with that Advantage, that they raife 
themfelves thereby to very great fi- 
fties. The IiW Fnfimi, which fe gSjr 
fituated from hence about j Leagues, is Fearlm 
moft remarkable for this Fiftimg, where- Jr ' yJ '"* 
ki the Natives are imploy'd by theiW- 
niam. The Town it felfis fmali, ancf 
only considerable for this Pearl-Fifh- 
ing, and : for fending a great quantity 
of Corn to all- parts of Arabia, Felix. 
From hence to Comphida, is no Port of 
Moment, of that is any way remark- 
able for Traffick; and if there were 
fbme convenient Harbours in this di- 
ftance, the Wild Arabs, who are expert 
Robbers and live by Spoil, and inhabit 
Hh 1 thofe 
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thqfe parts, would certainly divprt ^11 
Merchants from coming near them. 

The next place as we afcend toward? 
the Head of the jRaf Sea is Comphida, 
Comphi- which lies in 19 Deg. 5 M. It was for- 
!t pierly fubjeft to the Turks, and it? pre- 
sent Governour commands only about 50 
Souldiers, which carries only a Face of 
Copmand to keep the People in awe, 
but is more probably defign'd for pre: 
yention of the ftealing of Cuftom, bc- 
caule many perlbns chufe to land here, 
and from hence travel by Land to 
Mecca. 
Judda. "Judda is the principal Port in thi? 
Sea, beloning to the Grand Signipr, ly- 
ing in about 21 Deg. 30 M. This Port 
is mviron'd with dangerous Sands,whicli 
make the Paflage intp it difficult to 
£trangers,but is very fefe for Ships when 
they come to an Anchor. The Air is 
healthful, and its Provisions fpurjd and 
plentiful, for it affords choice Mutton, 
Ceef, Fifh, Grapes and other Fruits. It 
Mecca w- is the Sea-Port to Mecca, a place Re- 
iy Barren, nown'd for the Nativity of Mahomet, 
the vile Impoftor, who firfl: drew Breath 
in this Barren Soil. And indeed the 
Land about that place is fo ufelefs and 

un- 
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unprofitable, and unfit for any Improve- 
ments, that it feems to be accurs'd by 
Nature, and debarred of Heaven's Blei- 
flngs, by a conftant icarcity of all 
things, unlefs they are imported from 
other Kingdoms. Therefore is the 
Grand Signior obliged to very great 
Expences, tor its fupport, to furnifh out 
a Maintenance for it yearly from Egypt y 
and fend from thence 20 or 25 Sail of 
large Ships, laden with Provifions, Mo- 
ney, &c. for its fubfiftence and the fup- 
port of Trade. 

Judda flourifhes in a conftant Traf- 
fick from IndU, Perjia, other parts of 
ArdUy and the Abaffeen Shore ; it is 
fubje£fc to the Turkijb Government, and 
defended by their Arms and Valour ; 
for its Fortifications otherwife, are but 
very weak, being only furrounded by 
Mud«Walls. There is a paflage into * g*** 
this Town three ways, by fo manyj^jjg*- 
Gates, two of which are not confide- an mufl 
rable, but the third which is the Prin- J"/*- 
cipal, and leads towards the celebrated 
JJirth-place of the Prophet, is lb lacred, 
that no Chriftian muft pafs thro' it 
without forfeiture of his Religion, andi 
QD/W$rtingto the Profeffion of the Ma* 
H h 4 home- 
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hornet in Law. Except he be a Man of 
Wealth, and then his Soul is not fo va- 
luable as his Money, which will freely 
be taken in Exchange for it, and makes 
all Offences venial here. 

Hither the Arabians bring their Cof- 
fee, which is bought here by the Turks, 
and fhipp'd for the Sues. The Dollar 
weight here is 17 D. ioGr. Hitter 
likewife refort every Year feveral Hog- 
gees from all parts of the Mahometan 
Countries, who come hither as Pilgrims 
in a Spirit of Devotion, to vifit their 
Fairfd City Mecca,, And as foon as they 
are ArrivM here, or at Yamboe, which 
is a' Port a little higher in this Sea, they 
inftantly ftrip themfelves, out of a hu- 
mour of mortification, and fet out in a 
holy Pilgrimage for Mecca, with Only a 
Jjohgee about their middle, whi^h is a 
piece of Callicoe about 3 Yards tength 
"But I leave off from any Defcription of 
thefe Cuftbms, being ingagM only to 

f-oceed in an Account of their Ports, 
rom hence therefore the Ships Sail irt 
November and December for the Sues, to 
which the PafTage is rendered very tedi- 
6us by their coming to an Anchor every 
Night. For Rocks and Sands r which are 
1 - > •' "very 
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very numerous betweeirthefe two Pla- 
ces, muft needs be, very dangerous to 
Pildts, thattruft only to their outward 
Senfes, and are guided by the Eye, 
without any ufe or either Lead or Line, 
6r Compais. They place themfelves up. 
00 the Ships Fore-Caftle, to efpy the 
Colour and Ripplifcgs of the Water, 
and to dire& them clear of all the 
Shoals. The Anchoring places all a*» 
long this Coaft are very good, but the 
Towns are few, because the Country is 
much difturb'd by the Wild Arabs, 
Whole Life is a Pilgrimage of Rapine 
and Spoil Therefore if the Wind fhifts 
at Noon, or if they cannot reach their 
Port before the Night 1 conies on, they 
certainly bear away to the Fort from 
Whence they came, if there is no Har* 
bout nearer. 

* From JmsUU to Tamboe, which is theYamboe. 
next Pore of any note, is reckoned a* 
txrire 10 Leagues, for it isfituate in 25 
Deg. 10 M. The Harbour is fafe for 
Ships when they have once elcapMthe 
Pfcffage into it which is dangerous, by 
rcafonof the many Shoals and Sands, 
The Caftfe with which the Town is 
fortified, is rather built for a Terror to 
fi - • < v ' ; ' the 
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the petty Infblencies of the Arabs, than 
as a Fort of Defence againft a powerful 
warlike Enemy. This Town, which is 
reputed very Ancient, has loft abun<» 
dance of its former Glory, in that it 
once was dignified with the Title of 
Chief Fort tor the City Mecca, but is 
now confin'd a Sea-Port only to Medina, 
the Burying-place of their Victorious 
and Triumphant Prophet ; from which 
it is diftant about four Days Journey, 
The adjacent Country produces little 
but Grapes, for the ufe of the Natives, 
and of the Ships ; therefore Stores and 
Provifions for Media* are here unloaded, 
that are brought for that end in Ships 
from Sues. 

From hence is nothing remarkable 
befides the Barrennels and ftrangenefs 
of the Country, 'till we come to the 
narrowing of the Sea which is next 
Mount Sinai \ the Cape of which Sea is 
called Rofs Mahomed, or the Head of Afc- 
homet ; from which to Tar, which is the 
Port of Mount Sinai, is about (even 
Leagues, and about the fame dtf^ance 
from the Egyptian Shore. 

Tor is the Sea-Port of Mount Sinai, 
diftant from it about 40 Miles, where- 
in 
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in is"a Caftleof (mail Force, under the 
Government of the Turks. 

At Sinai live the Caloyers, or a Cbn r 
vent of Religious Greeks, who give a 
friendly Reception to all fort of Pilgrims 
that refort thither. This Mopaftery is 
faid to have been built by Juftinian y 
^nd Dedicated tq St. Catherine. The 
Greek f diftribute their Charity promiC 
cuoufly, a$ w$ll to the Arabians, as thofe 
of their own Nation, both to the Chri- 
ftians and the Mahometans. The Greeks 
here injoy too, a large Plantation of 
Date-Trees, the^Fruk whereof is gene- 
rally conlum'd by the Araks^ who be- 
have themfelye? imperiously towards 
theie Chriftians, and mightily inflave 
them, meerly for allowing them the 
liberty of injoying their Monaftery at 
the Mount. 

Near Tor is a Bath called Hummum]* n ™ mm 
Mofa, or the Bath of Mofes, the Water U a ' 
whereof is warm as New Milk. And at 
their return from Mecca, the Caravans in 
their paflfage flop here. 

From Tor to the Head of the Red 
Sea, which may be about i co Miles ; 
nothing is to be feen very confiderable, 
but that place which is fo remarkable ia 

the 
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the Hiflory of the Holy Scriptures, and 
**» J J A which thefe Natives, as well as the 
iXelL's. Turks and Greeks fay, was the very place 
where the Children of lfratl paflted the 
Red Sea, in their flight from Pharadr, 
which is about 40 or 5 b Miles diftant 
from the Head of it. The Paffage is 
pot above ljf Miles broad, and the 
Midd-Chamjei is about 35 Fathoms 
deep. Jofephns giving an Account of 
this Woncfcrfol Efcape of the Ijraelites y 
tells us, L. 2. c 7. how that Alexanders 
Army h?d fuch another Paffage through 
the Sea of Pxmfhtlia, which divided it 
felf to give way to his Souldiers, in his 
Expedition againft the Perfians y becaufe 
there was no other way to come to 
4eftroythem. 

The Egyptian Shoir all along that 
Coaft which is oppofite to this, is ob» 
fervM to be very fteep, except it be a 
part of it, thro* which the Children of 
Ifrael journey'd, which is a very fine 
Defcent aboout eight or nine Miles 
down to the Sea. On each fide of 
which are impaflible Mountains, like 
(b many high Walls, which are called 
Gtbbal Pharoon y or the Hills of Pharaoh. 
80 that except the Sea had opetfd for 

the 
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the fefety of God's People* they had no 
where to turn, either %o the right Hand 
or to the left, but muft have inevi- 
tably perifht by the Hands of Pkarar 
*h 9 $ Araly. 

Sues is an Ancient Town at the very *** 
Head of the Red Sea, and lies neareft 
the Latitude of 3 o D. It is defended by 
a Wall and a Gaftk of feme Force* 
defignM rather as a final! Bulwark a- 
gainft the Incurfions of the wild Jrahs, 
them to guard it from the Arm of a 
potent Affailant. It is the SeanPort of 
Egypt, and under the Government of 
Grand Cairo, from which it is diftant 
about 50, or 60 Miles. • The be/t Ships 
belonging to the Port are bought at Su~ 
ratt by the Turks, who carry on the 
fole Trade of this place, tho* fbme 
Veffels of very good Burthen are built 
here too, tho by very unskilful Artifts. 
Vliny in his Nat. Hifl. L. vi. cap. 29. 
mentions a Town called Suafa, fo called, 
as fbme think, from Shuak, one oliAbr** 
ham's Sons by Kjtnrah, Gen. 25. 2. and 
lays it lies in that part of Arabia which 
is next to Egyft. This probably muft 
be the fame. 
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t have now finifli'd thefe . Travel* 
upon the Arabian Shore, all along the 
Red Sea, as far as from BdbeU-Mandell^ 
which is the opening into the Indian 
Ocean to Sues, which is at the Head 
of that Gulph, lying neareft N. W. and 
S. Eafi t and diftant above 1200 Miles. 
And have principally defcrib'd only the 
Ports on the Arabian Coaft, without 
infilling much upon other matters, to 
give fome light to Sailers, and fiichas 
Travel into fome of thole unfrequent- 
ed parts, where they may find con- 
venient Forts, and what is the Con- 
dition of their Harbours, and lomething 
of their Trade; 
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]EB RV ART the lAtb i6*o|, did 



the Bemmin let Sail towards the [^5?^ 




was lafe and pleafa... „„ ,._ 

driven upon the Chagoes by fome undif- 
cernible Tides, which are a company 
of iharp Rocks vifible to the Eye, as ^ cbtm 
we failed along upon the lhallow Wa- CMt . 
ter; the fight whereof for thefpaceof 
half a Day, and the diftance we were 
at from any Land, had we unhappily 
mifcarried, ftruck us with vety formi- 
dable Apprehenfions of the extreme 

Dan- 
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Danger we [were exposM to all that 
while. But tiaving fortunately made 
our way through thole perilous Craggy 
Shelves, we kept our Gourfe with good 
Succels 'till our Arrival at the Cafe. 
^ The Sailers have commonly notice of 
WrLt this ^ad befoiss they fafyy ir,"|y the 
int xU Soundings which run out fixty Leagues 
^JJ" into the Ocean, and the AlmitroiTes 
which is a large Sea-Fowl, and never 
fly very far from Land ; and the Man- 
ga Voluchoes, . another Sea, *Fowl that 
keeps thereabouts. On Afy the lyh. 
TbeVm- 169$, when we approacht the Cape, in 
***<f '**the Evening, the Amplitude made 9 D. 
*"**- 45,Mifl. N.Wlj.'vM** In the M$r* 
ing 10 Peg. 14 Min.and by the^f^f- 
mutk 10 Peg. 6 Min. In the Morning 
theTabls^LaiidboreE^. The varia- 
tion at the C*pe alters much, for in the 
Year 1689, when we came out, the 
variation then was eleven Degrees,in the 
Ye^r %6jo it was only fix. At Jaw, 
the variation has not altered thefe hun- 
dred Years, as is evident from Journals 
of that date. 
On A%the 16th. about ten at Night 
our Am* we came to an Anchor at the Cape, but 
Cipc '*'- ^e Commander being a Stranger in the 

Bay, 
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Bay, fir'd two Guns, to fignifie we were 
in Diftrefs, which prefently brought 
two Dutch Mafters on board us, who 
told us that we Anchor'd in bad ground j 
whereupon we weighed and flood near 
the Shoar, and there dropt our Anchor 
in better. 

We found in the Road ten Dutch * 
Eafl India Ships, moft of them of good 
Burthen, richly laden, bound for Eu- 
rope; thefe ftaid expecting two or three 
more from the Indies, and fix had faiPd 
a little before from thence to Holland. 
And every Year the Dutch Trade to the 
7W/W,employs near 20 Ships, and as ma- 
ny return home ; which with the Trade *^/"* 
that they drive there, where they Traf- v*Z*le \ 
fick with at leaft an Hundred Sail, ad- r *' Durch 
vances their Profits to Ibrne hundred *£ CoM 
Thoufands, I had almoft (aid (bme Mil- 
lions every Year, For by their very 
Commerce at Suratt y whxch is inconfider- 
able, in refpeft of the Advantage which 
they reap from feveral other Fa&ories 
in Indiaythzx. not exceeding the twentieth 
part ; they reckon an Annual Gain, af- 
ter the dedu&ion of all Expences of 
their Faftory, of fifteen hundred thou- 
fand Gildars, which in Englijh Money 
' • ■ I i rites 
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rifes almoft to an hundred and fifty 
thoufend Pounds. This Account I had 
from one intimately acquainted with 
thofe Concerns. 
tbt H«- The Harbour here is very lafe and 
J" ° f,bt commodious for Ships, free from all in- 
**' convenience and Danger ; except it be 
towards mid Winter, which is there in 
June, at the Suns approaching the Tro- 
pick of Cancer', then die North Weft 
Winds blow fometimes fo very fierce, 
that the Ships are unable to ride againft 
them. For by a violent Guft from that 
Quarter, in A. 1692, about the latter 
enH of May, two Dutch, and one Eng- 
Ujb Ship, not able to bear up againft 
the fury of the Weather, were driven, 
upon the Shoar and Foundred. 

All the Holland Eaft India, Ships, both 
ThfCmve- fafe outward and homeward bound, 
rSa/r. touch in here forfreOi Provifions, and 
tbt Dutch, furnifh the place with plenty of all Com- 
modities, both from India and Europe. 
By which means there is fcarce one part 
of all the Tripartite Continent, that is 
furnilht with that abundance of Con- 
veniences, which the Cafe can, boaft of. 
And that I may prefent the Reader 
with a more regular Account ofthisfa^ 

mous 
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ttious Promontory, and give him a more 
methodical Idea of the place, I fhall in- J fo method 
fift upon the following Defcription of it Jj^ °^ 
in this manner. Firft, in obferving its " 
fituation, its pleafant Air, and fertile 
Soil. Secondly in confidering the Na- 
ture and Cuftoms of its Original Inha- 
bitants. And thirdly, in fliewing the 
Profit and Convenience, which this 
Plantation affords the Dutch. 

Firft therefore the Cape of Good Hope r !* sW. 
is fituated between thirty four and thir- SjJ 1 * 
ty five Degrees of South Latitude, and 
is the furthermoft Trad of our Conti- 
nent towards the moft Southern part of 
Africa, and efteem'd by all, the moft 
Renown'd Promontory in the World* 
The Greeks and Latins, as far as we can 
fee, have had no certain knowledge of 
it, much left thole before them ; yet 
from fome Ancient Authors it is evident^ 
that the Barbarians, that is, the ftrange 
Nations have made, or caufed to be 
made the Circum-navigatjon of Africa, 
which could not be done without know- 
ing of this Cape. Bartholomew Diaz was its Difco- 
the Portuguep, who firft difcover'd it in w * % 
A \ 1487, which occafion'd Emanuel, 
King of Portugal, to give it the name of 
Ii % Cape 
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Cape Bone Efperanfe, becaufe he hoped a 
Paffage would be open'd to the E. In- 
dies by the doubling of it ; which ac- 
cordingly happenM to the mighty in- 
riching of his Kingdom, and of This Sub- 
je&s who fettled there. 

It was the fecond time dilcoverM by 
Vafco da Gama, in J. 1497, at the com- 
mand of Don Emanuel King of Portugal. 
And was at thofe times efteem'd fb dan- 
gerous a Promontory, that the Naviga- 
tors were wont to call it the Lyon of the 
Ocean y or the Tempefluous Cape, becaufe 
of the ruffling Weather and boiftcrous 
Winds ; which ufed to difcourage their 
touching upon it, unlefs they were con- 
?, € fbJ m ft^in'd by fome Neceflity. The Thun- 
ope. der and Lightning, and Impetuous 
Storms, which have been obfervMupon 
the Cape Sierra Leona y have made fbme 
conje&ure that this place was called by 
Pto/omy&n& Hanno of Carthage the Cha- 
riot of the Gods. And to this day, if the 
Ships from India are retainM beyond 
their proper Seafbn of returning, they 
ibmetimes beat the Ocean at the Cape 
for a Week or a Fortnights fpace, and 
after all that Toil and Danger are fore'd 
upon retiring to the Ifland Mauritius ^xx^ 
the Winter is paft. The 
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The inacceffible Heights and craggy 
Clifts of fome of the Mountains to- 
wards the South, have made the Portu- 
guefe give them the name ofOsPicos 
Fragofos, i. e. fharp-pointed, becaufe they 
rear their lofty forlorn Heads fo high in 
the Clouds. & 

The Neighbourhood of Cape Bom E-^OfS, 
ft**»[e> to that vaft Ocean towards the «*M» 4 
South, cools the Air to (bme Degrees '{' A "■ 
beyond what the proportion of that La- ** 
titude might otherwife feem to give. For 
in the fame Degree North, as Mariners 
bbferve, particularly where there is not 
the Extent of fo wide an Ocean, the cooi- 
nefs of the Air is not Co perceptible. The 
reafbn of it may be the fpacious fpread- 
ing Trad of Sea, which gives the Air 
once agitated, more liberty to continue. 
Its motion, and conftantly to increale 
its Coldnefs ; wliich on the contrary, is 
ftraitn'd and reprels'd on Land, by the 
meeting of Mountains, Trees, Houles, 
and other Obftacles, and therefore not 
fo impetuous ; neither fo Cold, becaufe 
the Sulphureous Vapours which arife 
from the Earth, and make fiery Exhala- 
tions, often intermixing with the Ni- 
trous, which make Wind, qualify them 

Ii I in 
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in fbme meafure. As at Suratt, the Winds 
are by much Hotter, which fly over the 
Land to^us, than thofe that come from 
the Sea. '' The South Winds here there- 
fore are obfervM to be thecooleft, be* 
caufe they blow from the great Sea, 
The Air however, is not fcorching here 
for this Reaibn ; nor very Cold, be- 
caufe of its nearnefs to the Fountain of 
At »"<fe- Heat. It has no exceffes, but what are 
r t ^ im f te tolerable to Children, nor any thing of- 
fenfive to Old Age. 'Tis temperate and 
fweet, healthful and pleafant ; and is 
very agreeable to the Conftitution of 
the Dutch, as well as the Natives, to 
whom it gives Activity and Vigour. It 
quarrels with no kind of natural Temper, 
and cherifhesall forts of Animals, as well 
as Plants. Nor did I ever know any 
that had been in this Paradife of the 
World, who denied it the Character of 
one of the lovelieft Regions they had 
ever feen. 

And this fair Country which the 

fjj r f f; f Blacks inhabit, is bleft with a Soil as 

ittsliL' pregnant as the Days are pleafant, and 

preparM for any Improvements. Beeves 

and Sheep, Hogs and Goats feed here 

Upon the Herbage of the Field, which 

makes 
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makes them flefht, and very well tafted. 
And all thole forts of Grain which are 
proper for Food, or for making ftrong 
Drink, thrive here, and grow in that 
plenty, that no part of Europe can a- 
hound with them more. Which is all 
to be alcrib'd to the indefatigable Dili- 
gence and Induftry of the Dutch ^ who 
being forcM to a good Husbandry of 
the Ground by the fcantinefs which 
they live upon at home, continue their 
thrifty Cultivating humour, when they 
are remov'd to a Soil where they may 
Cultivate what quantity they pleafe ; 
for they are a People remarkable for 
Improvements, for their commendable 
Pains and Care where ever they In- 
habit. 

But here grows the fruitful Vine, as 
well as the Wheat and the Barley, 
and the Dutch delight themfelves in the 
double variety both of French and Eng- 
lijb Liquors, of Beer and Wine of their 
own growth, with the fprightly Juice 
of the one, and the healing Oily qua- 
lity of the other. The Rivers and 
Ponds are full ofFifh, of great variety 
and very delicate. The Country is co- 
vered with Woods and Forefts, which 
I i 4 abound 
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abound with ftore of Beads and Fowlsj 
as Deer, Antilopes, Baboons, Foxes, 
&c. Oftriches, whole Eggs are tran- 
fported to various Countries, Herons, 
Partridges, Feafants, Pelicans, Geefe, 
Ducks* Tygers and Lions are very 
numerous, and fb bold, that they range 
fometimes within Gun-fhot of the Fort, 
and for that realbn feldom return back, 
and do often prey upon the Cattle, for 
which caufe they are kept within fhel- 
ter in the Night. 

Two French Ships returning from the 
I™PZ blr/dies in A. 1689, with very rich Car- 
k<» ^ de goes, were invited to touch at the Cafe % 
cape. gy t ^ e ftore of delicate Provifions which 
they heard were there. But the tafte of 
that frefh Mutton coft them both their 
Ships and Men. For the fpeedy Intel- 
ligence which the a&ive Dutch had fent 
abroad of the Eruption of the War that 
Year, arriving at the Cafe before any 
News could reach the French, betray'd 
them to the vigilance of the Hollanders, 
who feized their Ships asfbon as they 
were well Moored in the Bay. 
n ! \th*- ^ e next ^efcription which I come 
SLms of t0 > Secondly, is of the Ancient Inhabi- 
uu Cape, tants of this Promontory, in what re- 
lates 
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latp$ to their Nature and Cuftoms.' 
They retain the vulgar name of Ho- 
ttnfots, becaufe of their conftant repe- **?**??&* 
tition of that \yord in their hobling^^ 
Dances. 

There is a vaft difference between 
tjie nature of thefe People that dwell 
upon this place, and the Country they 
Inhabit ; for of all parts this affords a 
Dwelling moft neat and plealant, and 
of all People they are the molt Befti T 
al and fordid. They are the very Re- 
verie of Human kind, Coufin Germans Tbe *<&** 
to the Haldcbors, only meaner and more %!"h£ 
fjlthy ; lo that if there's any medium tamoci. 
between a Rational Animal and a 
Beaft, the Hotontot fays the faireft 
Claim to that Species. They are funk 
$ven below Idolatry, are deftitute both 
of Prieft and Temple, and laving a 
little Ihow of rejoicing, which is made 
at the Full and the New Moon; have 
loft all kind of Religious Devotion. 
Nature has lb richly provided for their 
convenience in this Life, that they have 
drcwnM all lenfe of the God of it, and 
are grown quite carelels of the next. 

They are more Tawny than the In- nek mu 
dians, and in Colour and Features come »"dfir* m 

neareft 
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nearcft the Negroes of any People, only 
they are not quite fb Black, nor is their 
Cottony Hair fb Crifp, nor their No- 
tes altogether fb flat. For Nature pleafes 
her fclf as well in the variety of Indivi- 
duals of the fame kind, as in a great num- 
ber of Species of all forts ot Animals. 
It might feem here a rational Conje- 
A W/cwrr/iaurc for the reafon of the Negroes Black- 
STn? neft> that they are burnt by the Surfs 
grow Beams, which we experimentally find 
tuckptfs. t i n ^ ures t he faireft Complexions, when 
it comes near them, which recover a- 
gainby withdrawing to a cooler Air. 
And therefore that thofe who are moft 
exposM to the .Surfs Heat fhould al- 
ways be the Biackeft. For Blacknefs and 
Whitencfs are not fuppos'd natural to 
any People whatever, 'tis prefurrfd to 
be th£ effeft of the Climate, becaufe 
thofe that are Fair by living a long 
time under or near. the Line, fhall in 
two or three Generations, as 'tis af- 
firrrfd, become tawny and Black, tho* 
jthey Marry only with fair People. But 
riiethinks there is fomething in Nature 
which feems to thwart this current O- 
pinion. For' under the fame Parallels 
are People of quite different Colours; 
as for inilajice, the Hotantots, who Jive 

be- 
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befcWeen thirty four and thirty five De* 
grees are Black ; the Inhabitants of Can* 
die y who are under the fame Elevation of 
the Pole, are White. The People of 
England are white, and the Natives 
near Haifa's Bay, which is as Cold and 
Northerly a Climate, are Black. And 
neither the Colony of the Englifb 
near Hudfon\ Bay, nor the Dutch at 
Cape Bone Efperanfe receive any altera- 
tion in their Colour, but are frefh and 
fair as in Europe, and yet the Natives 
in both parts are Olive-colourM. Some 
are apt to afcribe this to the Air and 
Climate or Earth, which in fome pla- 
ces produces Patagons, who are Giants, 
as in other, Pygmies ; but this feems 
weak and unaccountable. Others re* 
folve much of it into the effeft of Food 
and Diet, which I believe may* be of 
fome power, and efficacy in this mat- 
ter upon this Account. Becaufe at 
Suratt, I obfervM a young Indian very 
Black, taken into the Englijb Service, 
who by tafting Wine and Eating Flefh, 
grew paler fenfibly than he was before. 
The ftrong Aliment by a frequent mix- 
ture of its lively Juyces with the Blood 
and Spirits, which for a long time had 
{been kept low by a Phlegmatick Nou- 

rifhment 



Digitized by 



Google 



4?2 A Voyage /oSuratL 

rifhment, did aftuate and purify them 
by degrees, and thereby flbewM in fbme- 
time the eflfeft of their fermentation by 
a faint Varnifh upon the Face. Be- 
fides, it is a Remark of the Ancients, 
but not methinks very found, whereby 
they took notice, that 'tis the Humidity 
of the Elements, which defends the 
Jndidns againft that A&ion of the Sun, 
which burns the Complexion of the 
Negroes; and makes their Hair grow 
like Cotton ; whereas fbme of the //»#- 
*ns, whole Hair is long and uncurled, 
live as near the ALquator, and endure 
as intenfe a Heat as the Hotantots and 
feveral Negroes of Africa, whofe Hair 
is crifp and frizlM. And therefore 
fomettung muft be added befides the 
Sun's Heat, for diftin&ion of Com- 
plexion and of Hair under the fame Pa- 
rallels. Lewenhoock obferves that the 
Blood of the Negroes is of a different 
Contexture from ours. And Matyighi 
obferv'd a frrlall Membrane not tranfpa- 
rent between the Cutis and CuticuU, 
which caus'd the Blacknefs. 
The Hountots are as fqualid in their 
w& Vcte Bodies, as they are mean and degene- 
Hocantot.% rate in their Underftandings. For 

they 



Digitized by 



Google 



The Cape of Good Hope. 49 j 

they are far from being Curious either 
in their Food or Attire, any further 
than what they find Nature reaches 
forth to them. They think it a need- 
lets Toil to fpend time in drefling 
of the Hides of Bulls, or in Spinning 
and Weaving the Wool of Sheep, for 
Ornaments and Covering to their Bo* 
dies. They are fatisfied with the fame 
wrought Garments that Nature has clad 
the Sheep with, and therefore without 
more Labour or Art, they take them 
from the Backs of the Sheep, and put 
than prefently upon their own, and 
fo they walk with that Sheep-Skin 
Mantle about their Shoulders, or fbme- 
times thrown like a Hood over their 
Heads, which feem to be the Ancienteft 
Garments, according to Gen. 2. 21. un- 
to Adam and his Wife did the Lord make 
Coats of Skins. They generally turn 
the Wool inwards, that the outfide of 
the Garment may defend them from 
Rain, and the infide from the imprek 
fions of Cold. The Ornaments about 
their Heads are (mall Shells, or little 
pieces of Lead or Iron faften'd to their 
friz'ld Hair, or put into their Ears. 
The Hair of their Heads, and of all their 

Bodies 



Digitized by 



Google 



424 ^ Voyage to Sufatt 

Bodies are befmear'd with Kitchkl- 
Greafe, tho' never fo ftinking and 
Loathfome, which when duTolv'd and 
heated by their Bodies* fends from 
thence fuch an unfavoury Smell, as 
maybe fcentedat a Furlongs diftancc, 
and nearer hand it never fails of a 
ftrong Emetick to a weak Stomach* 
Stinking Greafe is their fweetOil,and the 
Duft of the Streets the Powder of their 
Hair.They Anoint their Bodies to render 
their Nerves topple and a&ive, and to 
fbrtifie the Pores againft the Violence of 
the ambient Air. For they are both 
nimble and fwift of Foot, and of Cou- 
rage to outface and worft a lion. Be- 
fore their Nakednefc hangs a finall 
Skin about a foot broad, tied by a 
firing about their middle, which the* 
motion of their Bodies, or of the Air, 
lometimes turns afide. 

The Apparel of the Women upon 
the upper part of the Body is the fame 
with the Men's ; but round their Legs 
are twitted Sheeps Guts two or three 
Inches thick, which are ferviceable 
upon a double account, both for Food 
and Ornament. The Guts> which are 

made 



Digitized by 



Google 



The Cape of Good Hope 4^5 

made more fevoury by the Dirt which 
flicks to them, affords them as good a 
Meal as the Flefh of the Sheep, and 
are eaten with as good a Gufto. 

The Huts they dwell in, which are TbmHut* 
made of Bul-Rulhes, or Branches of StS*? 1 
Trees, are fafhionM round almoft like 
a Bee-hive, reaching about five Foot 
high, and nine broad, with a iinall 
Paffage in the fide to creep in at, and 
a Hole in the middle for the Fire. 

They difillow Polygamy in all, but 
in their Chief, who may entertain three 
Wives at once. And the kind Wives, 
after the Death of every Husband, if He wht» 
they Marry again, cut offa Joint from *'■*■* f" 
the little Finger, and proceed to the a^. 
middle, if they Bury many. The lame 
is imitated by fome fond Indulgent 
Husbands, but on neither qf them is 
there any incumbent neceflity, only as 
they are led by Humour at thofe 
times. 

The Male Children at Eight or Ten 
Years of Age, are Cut in their Privy 
Parts, and deprived of one of their tocsjh** 
Tefticles. The fame is likpwife done 2*?. 
at Cape Comorcm t for increafing their 
Valour and A&ivity. But here, I be- 
lieve 
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lieve upon another Score, viz. For 
prevention of a too Luxuriant In- 
4 u. creafe by Generation ; becaufe when 
their Children Increafe beyond their 
Defires, and the juft number which 
they defign, to prevent a heavier 
Charge upon the Parents, they difpatcli 
the Supernumeraries to the other World, 
The Mm- without any Remorfe for the horrid 
*h* clii Crime, or Confcioufnefs of the ex- 
draL ecrable Sin pf Murther, which is the 
Reafon, I prefiime, of the HotAntot\ 
lofing part of their Virility^ that they 
may debilitate that Native Heat, which 
powerfully prompts them to Propaga- 
tion. This Barbarity has prevailed a* 
mongft a much politer People than the 
Hotantots, even the Chinefes, who hold 
aTranfmigration,andalledge this Rea- 
fon for killing their Children, when 
they abound with them, which is, to 
make them fpring up the more Happy. 
When the King of Seism too has any 
Defign upon the Honour or Eftate of a 
Mandarin or Great Commander, he cau- 
feshim to undergo a total Caftration, 
that their Titles and Riches, for want 
of Iffue, may fall into his Hands, 

There 
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There is a vulgar Opinion which has 
formerly been receiv'd, that the Na-JJjf'jf* 
tives of this Cape were Hermophradites, Hermo- 
which was founded only upon Con- fhradi *"* 
je&ure ; for two Gentlemen, who were 
refolv'd not to be liable to this Er- 
rour, affurM me the Report was falfe, 
upon the Curiofity they had of know- 
ing the Reafon of it, which was be- 
caufe the Female Parts were cut in the 
Fafhion of fmall Teats hanging clovrn. 

Thole that can be indue'd to labour, nei , 
and undergo any Toil among the Ho- mfc 
tantots, are made Slaves of by the 
Dutch, and imploy'd in all (ervile 
Drudgeries. But their Native Inclina- 
tion to Idlenefs and & carelefs Life, will 
fcarce admit of either Force or Re- 
wards for reclaiming them from that 
innate Lethargick humour. 

Their common Anfwer to all Mo- 
tives of this kind, is, that the Fields 
and Woods afford plenty of NecefTaries 
for their Support, and Nature has Am- 
ply provided for their Subfiftence, by 
loading the Trees with plenty of Al- 
monds, which grow in the Forefts, 
and yield them Food ; and by difper- 
fing up and down many wholfbme 
Kk Brooks 
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Brooks and pure Rivolets to quench 
their Thirft: So that there is no need 
of Work, when fuch innocent Diet 
offers it felf daily without Pains, and 
on which they can live without Care. 
And thus many of them idly fpend the 
Years of a uielefs reftive Life. . But 
the Governour of the Fort, and feve- 
ral Dutch Inhabitants of the Town pre- 
vail upon fbme of them, and make Con* 
v£rts of them to labour and hardfhips. 
Thus the Hotantots have degenerated 
into the ftrangeft kind of Rationals, 
and have fucceflively furviv'd the No- 
ble and common Inftin&s of Humani- 
ty ; but in their Innocence of Life, the 
Cuftoms of the Ancient Brituns did in 
many things refemble the Inhabitants 
of this Promontory, in their drinking 
Water, and the fimplicity of their 
Food, which was upon Acorns or Ber- 
ries, or fuch natural Produ&ions ; fbme- 
times upon Milk, or what they could 
gain by Hunting. A great part of 
their Bodies too was uncovered, efpe- 
cially their Arms and Legs, and their 
Cloathing was the fame with that of 
the Hotantots, [made generally of the 
Skins of Beafts. 

The 
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The Third thing oblervable at the 
Cape , was the Profit and Advantage **< ^ 
which that Plantation affords the^^fe 
Butch. As this Climate is moft de- Dutch 
lightful, and the Native Turf capable r gg' bu 
of producing any thing that may ad- 
minister either to the Exigence or De- 
light of Man ; lb is it fuited with the 
greateft convenience imaginable to 
the important Negotiations of the Dutch, 
Whole Ships that Defign for India, and 
thole that return from thence to Hol- 
land, are refrelht here with all Con- 
veniencies, as in the mid- way between 
thole two diftant Regions. 

The Induftry of the Hollanders has 
inlarg'd their Borders fo far upon the 
main Land of this Delightful Fertile 
Cape, that were they eVer put to thole 
ftraits as to be fore'd to Decamp, and 
leave their Native Country, here they 
might fix in a Soil of lb much more de- 
nrable Habitation, that they might 
thank the Fates that causM the Change, 
and blels the Authors of their Mifery. 
Here they might live without any dan- 
ger of the SeaS Incroaching upon their 
Banks, to threaten continually a lecond 
Deluge, and free from all dread of 
K k 2 In* 
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Invafion from any Neighbouring Land- 
Tyrant. And 'might fpread them- 
felves over f pacious PJains, which would 
afford them Work fufficient for all 
their Husbandry, and Paftures Pleafant 
and large enough for all their Cattle. 
And becaufe nothing can pjeafe thefe 
People fo much as Trade and Traffick, 
therefore here they might find conve- 
nient Harbours for their Ships, by 
which they might keep up their Spi- 
rit of Merchandi2ing, and eftablifh 
their Commerce to the Indies and o- 
ther parts of the World. The Refii- 
gees of France, who are received here 
with the fame priviledge the Dutch en- 
joy, acknowledge the happinefs of 
their Tranfportation ; and boaft that 
their Misfortunes are turn'd into their 
Felicity, fince they are bleft here with 
peaceable Dwellings and kind Accom- 
modations, who had not formerly 
where in fafety to lay their Heads? 
m Em* i • T he En c° u /a3 e ments of fuchas come 
ragmatt faltner t0 Cultivate the Land for their 
n fuch at own Livelihood and Benefit of the 
ft " kbm - grand Proprietors, is thus ftated, as I 
underftood it. Thofe that defign to 
fettle here, are allow'd their Tranfpor- 
tation 
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tation from Holland gratis . A fter their 
Arrival they ai e invited to range and 
view the Country, and furvey fuch 
parts as lie wild and unmanurM, where 
they may chooie fuch a Portion as they 
fancy they are able to flock and Ma- 
nure, and will yield them a Commo- 
dious Settlement tor their Families. This 
is co be a Patrimony intaiPd upon their 
Children, without any Rent or other 
Acknowledgment to the Dutch Eafi In- 
dia Company, but the Sale of their 
Goods to the Governour, and at his 
Price. This by the way preiTes hard 
upon the Tenants and keeps them un- 
der, by running the chief Profits of what 
they poflefs into the Company's hands. 
The Governour and Council agree with 
the Country-man for his Goods and 
Cattle at a very low rate, and fell them - 
again to the Ships that put in there, as 
dear as they pleafe ; becaufe all Men are 
flxain'd from vending any Commodities 
to Strangers without the Council's leave. 
But however the Induftrious Planters 
want neither plenty of Wine for their 
Tables, nor variety of Tame and Wild 
Fowls lor their ordinary Enterta'n- 
ments> of which they have often ra- 

Kk j ther 
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ther too much Store than any Scarcity, 
becaufe the Company has no occafion 
for them, and therefore they lie dead 
upon their Hands. Some upon this ac- 
count quit the place, and very few of 
any Subftance but eafilier may increafe 
their Goods than their Treafore. 

Thole whofe Poverty renders them 
unable to ftock their Land, theKind- 
nefs of the Governour provides withNe- 
cefTaries 'till their Abilities can reach a 
Payment. Which has mightily increafc 
ed the number of Inhabitants within a 
few Years. For whereas about niqe 
Years fince, they could fcarce reckon 
above four or five Hundred Planters, 
they can now number almoft as many 
Thoufandsj abundance of whom were 
lent hither by the French Perfecutior^ 
who are much delighted with the Con? 
yenience qf their Dwelling. 
fke fate They have ttretcht their Plantations 
rf Land in the Country above feventy five Eng- 

M « U fi Mil?s > and fee ftiU a vaft f P ace rf 
pSnt i.untiird Land before them. In this Di- 

**#• ftri£t they rear their Cattle, fbw their 
Corn, plant Vines, and feduloufly im- 
prove all things of worth to the beft 
advantage. So that within the Revo- 
lution 
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iution of a few Years, many valuable 
Commodities will be Exported thence, 
to the other Quarters of the Univerfe. $? Clpc 
Their very Wines, in which they will 
fiiddenly increafe both to a great plenty 
and variety, are now able to fupply 
their Ships, and to furnilh the Indies 
with fbme quantity, where they fell it 
by the Bottle at a Roupie. 'Tis Coloured 
like Rhenifb, and therefore they pafs it 
under that fpecious Name in India, but 
the Tafte of it is much harder and lefs 
palatable; its Operations are more 
fearching, and theftrength of it more 
intoxicating and offensive to the Brain. 

The Impofitions which are laid upon *k r^ 
Wine and other Liquors that are fold J^ J* 
by Retail, feem almoft incredible, e£ 
pecially when the finall number of 
People that are prefumM to drink them, 
is confiderM. For in the Town of the 
Cape are not reckoned above 500 Inha- 
bitants, befides thofe that are brought 
in Ships and come out of the Country ; 
and yet the Annual Impoft upon Eu- 
rope Beer and Wine is four thoufand 
Gilders ; upon Cape Wine four thouland 
one hundred ; and Brandy, Arak, and 
diftill'd Waters, pay twenty Thoufand 
K k 4 Gilders 
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Gilders Yearly to the Governour of the 
place for a Licenle to fell them. All 
which Taxes fummM together, make 
up above twenty eight Thoufand GiU 
ders Yearly, which according to our Ac- 
counts, raife between two and three 
Thoufand Founds, for the liberty of 
felling Liquors by Retail. This ex- 
orbitant Fine upon the Taverns and 
Tipling Houfes makes them exa£l ex- 
travagant Rates from the Gutfts that 
drink the Liquor, who are indeed the 
People that pay it. For he that re- 
folves to drink Brandy muft pay at the 
rate of ten Shillings a Bottle for it ; 
and the Cape Wine which in the Cask 
is fold for lefs* than fix Pence a Quart, is 
in the Tavern half a Crown, and fuch 
proportionably are the exceflive Prices 
of the reft. . A tame fubmiflion is the 
only Remedy for thefeImpofitions,from 
i&hich there is no Appeal or Relief, 
which is apt to imbitter the Lives of 
the People, nor can^ny be very happy, 
who are fubje& to the Tyranny of a 
Government that is under no Reftraint. 
The Arbitrary Proceedings of the Dutch 
Commiflaries in India, have been much 
refented, and have likewife rais'd loud 

Cori^ 
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eomplaipts againft them by the injured T*r 
Itors, but have met with very little redrefs. 

The Governour of the Cape,Min Heer 
Simon yanderfiel^ labours much in Im- 
provements and Accommodations for the The °^ m 
Inhabitants and Searmen, and to render q™%{ '* 
it valuable to the Company, The Sail- 
ers are well furnifht with frefh Water 
and frefh Provifions ; and in the Bay is 
caught great ftore of Fifh, which is 
Pickled ^nd put up in Barrels, and fent 
home inftead of Pickled Herrings. The fejjj^f 
Watering for Ships is contrived with place. 
fiich Convenience, that it is fcarce e- 
qualled by any in the World, For from 
the Mountains are conveyM in narrow 
Channels clear Water down to the 
Shoar, from jwhence in Leaden Pipes it 
is carried above forty Foot in the Sea, 
and there rais'd fb high above its Sur- 
face, that the Ships Long-Boats can row 
under the Pipes, and c fill their VefTeI$ 
with much Eafe. 

The fam'd Garden abundantly flip- The ap- 
plies the Ships with variety of Roots and *« ai '** 
green Herbs, which contribute not a 03 ** 
little to the Health, and even preferva- 
tion of Life, in thefe tedious Eaftern 
Voyages, Here is that variety of Excel- 
lent Fruits, of Pulfe and Roots, which 

cither 
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either Europe, or ^4 afford. HQreare 
thole large Walks, thofe ftately Hedg- 
es, and Alleys of Cypres, and Beds of 
Flowers, which make it Beautiful and 
Plealant as the Garden of a Prince, and 
ufefulasthat ofaPeafant. Thq Conve- 
niencies it abounds with may denomi- 
nate it a Kitchio Garden, but its De- 
lights a Garden of Pleafiire. It is of large 
Extent, at feme diftancefrom the high 
Mountains,but cut out upon a riling Hill, 
waterM with pure Springs defcending 
from the Mountains, which make their 
Paflage thro' various Channels that are 
cut out in every Quarter. The Garden 
in all its Walks is kept fo very neat and 
clean, that even in the Winter Seafbn, 
fcarce a Leaf is feen upon the Ground. 
The Trees are Curioufly PrunM, and 
the Hedges TrimM with fuch exadnels, 
that no one irregular Excrefcence ap- 
pears, or Branch fhooting out beyond 
his Fellow. Much of the Fruit in it 
comes to maturity twice a Year, and 
many Trees by their nearnefs to the Sun, 
are verdant and Beautiful all the Year. 
Three and Thirty Slaves, befides Euro* 
feans, are daily imploy'd in looking af* 
ter it. This forc'd a Confeflion, even 
from the Jtfuits t in their Sitm Voyage, of 

allowing 
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allowing it an equality, if not prece- 
dence, to their moft celebrated Gardens 
they had in Frame. 

That the Inhabitants might be fob-* rbt thvn, 
je& to no fiirprifal from any Enemies JJ'fa S 
nigh their Plantations, the Governour Gantry. 
with a few Attendants and Vi&ualsne- 
ceflary for foch an Enterprize, travell'd 
by Compafs for feveral Weeks, to find 
its Northerly bounds and Situation, 'till 
he was ftopt by impaflible Mountains, 
which fore'd a Return from any farther 
progreft that way. In this Journey fee 
travell'd over vait Tra£ts of Land, very 
fit for Agriculture, but all Wafte and 
UntilFd ; and was very well fetisfied, 
that thole inacceflible heights of Moun- 
tains which he faw, would ftand as im- 
moveable Bulwarks againftall In-land 
Invafions ; fb that nothing was to be 
dreaded, but Attacks upon them from 
the Sea. 

For their Defence from any Onfets by 7^ ^ 
Water, is built a ftrong Fort near the 
Sea, with Baftionsand Guns mounted 
for its fecurity, and Officers and Soul- 
diers to guard it from an Enemy. 'Tis 
beautified with ftately ConvenientLodg- 
ings within ; as well as fortified without. 
Near the Fort is a fmall Town, con^ rt * r«»* 

lifting 
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lifting of about an Hundred Houfes ; 
ftrong and neatly built with Stone Walls 
and pretty Apartments, 

The prefent Governour, who lives 
Tfcr Sate with his Council in the Fort, is a very 
CwfJw kind and knowing Perfon, is maintained 
lives in. in Grandeur, and lives Honourably, His 
publick Table wants no plenty either of 
European or African Wines, or Afian Li- 
quors ; and whatever the Land or Wa- 
ter, or Air affords in that place, is fervM 
up in his bountiful Entertainments, To 
Complete the Magnificence of which 
fumptuous Fare,all the Difhes and Plates 
upon the Board are made ofMaffy Sil- 
ver, And before the departure of their 
Fleets, the Dutch Commanders are all 
invited to a publick Repaft, where they 
Drink and Revel, bouze and break Glai- 
fes, what they pleafe ; for thefe Frolicks 
are the very life of a Skipper ; and the 
Governour by indulging thefe Wild 
licentious Humours, ingratiates with 
them more, than by any thing elfe he 
could devife. 

I have now confiderM theSituation and 
Air of this pleafant Promontory ; the 
Nature and Cuftoms of the Hotantots ; 
and the Profit and Convenience which 
this Plantation affords the Dutch ; and 

fhould 
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fhould now leave it, only a paffage or 
two may divert the Reader, which hap- 
pen'd while I was there. 

While we ftaid here, we met with 3 
Spaniards y who came from the Moneiloes A t*ff a # 
to Batavia, and from thence imbarkt up- X^Sp^ 
on a Dutch Ship that was loofing from nurds *r 
thence to the Cape. The Principal of th€ ^^ 
thefe Spaniards was fent out privately 
by the K. of Spam, in the Imployment of 
Vifitor General. He was free in his Di£ 
courfe, and not eafily warm'd into Pafli- 
on, and could well difcern both other 
Mens Failings and difTemble his own. 
But he was very zealous in Profely ting 
all hedifcours'd with,withthe AfTurance 
of Eafe and Wealth in Spain while they 
liv'd, and Immortal Happinefe after 
Death. But he Corrupted his Parts by 
falfe Maxims, which he borrow'd from 
an infiifferable Pride, which not being 
Contradidion proof, could not well bear 
oppofition from an Heretick. 

ThisAncientGentleman Was hot in con- 
verting us by his Arguments, whilft an- 
other young one endeavoured it mighti- 
ly by his Relicks, which were hung in a 
imall Box about his Neck, and werefa- 
cred Prefer vatives againft all Perils and 
l^sfortunes.They were fuchas thefe. A 

piece 
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piece ofStLeonards Thumb, of St. Peter's 
Nail, and a little of St. Bridgets Hair; 
Which things tho they feem'd to us in- 
confiderable, yet were of Value and E- 
fteem for thole Excellencies that were 
found in them. For as Barbarous Nations 
commenc'd Civil upon their Infranchif- 
ment at Antient Rome ; fb things Con- 
temptible and Prophane, become Auguft 
and Sacred by their Adoption into theS 
Romijb Churcn. However the Relicks 
had as little Charm in them towards us, 
as the Arguments. But at length the 
young Gentleman producM a Tambdck 
Ring,whichl knew was accounted a va- 
luable Rarity in the E^.This Tambac 
^^^isakind of Metal, whole Icarcity ren- 
tf tombac, ders it more valuable than Gold ; as the 
Corinthian Brafs had its Price augmented 
by its Rarity. 'Tis thought to be a kind 
of natural Compound of Gold,Silver,and 
Brafs, and in fbme places the mixture is 
very Rich, as at Borneo, and the Monei- 
loesjiTi others more allay'd^s at Siam. But: 
it is much more remarkable for its Vir- 
tues againft all noxious Blafts, from the 
unhappy efFe£ts of which it efle&ually 
prelerves him that wears it. This is com- 
monly afcrib'd to it in India, and thus fat 
received a Confirmation, that very late- 
ly 
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ly fome Perfons walking abroad 
there, were Blafted on a fuddain, among 
whom, thofc that wore thole Rings were 
faved, and the reft killed. And to pre- 
ferve me from fuch Misfortunes, the 
Gentleman was pleas'd to afford me one 
of them. Our Prefident at Suratt was 
prefented while I was there with a Knife 
Haft of this Metal, which was thought 
a noble Gift. 

At the fame time a German Phyfitian, 
who had Traveled for ten Years in the 
Eajl, brought with him fromCbina the 
Root Nifa»> a pound of which fells there 
for two hundred and feventy Dollars. ItSJ!** 
is frequently ufed in Sicknefi, efpecially 
Deliquiumsof the Spirit, which recom- 
mends it mightily to the King and his 
Nobility. He was afraid of its decay be- 
fore he couldArrive inJ%//W,and left it 
therefore to try its Fortune at the Capers 
an additional Ornament to that fpacious 
and pleafant Garden. Yet 'tis affirm'd, 
that this Soil was no Stranger to this 
Root, before that this was Planted here. 
We Sail'd from the Cape on the 2d of 
June, 1693. in the Company of ten 
Dutch Eaft-India Ships bound for Europe, ) 

and on the Afb of July made Afcention: 

THE 
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THE 

Ifland ASCENTIOK 



T ( 



' O the Weftmrd of St. Helen*, ap+ 

_ pear the Ifles ofSanfta Maria,Sind 

ot the Trinity, uninhabited, and ferve 

?*Jftbt *° r Si ^ ns unt0 the Mariners. To the M 
SJm U-Wtf ot this Ifland, towards the Coaft of 
ccntion. Br*/?/, is the Ifle of Afcention, Co denomi- 

its difco natec * ^ 7V?fa* Acunna its firft Difcove- 
w> !S rer, who in his Return from the Indies, 
gmtm. in the Year 1 508, elpyed it upon Afcen- 
tion Day. It lies towards the Coaft of 
South America ; is extended in length a- 
bout four Leagues, in breadth one, and 
diitant from America about 1 00. 

This is made generally a place of Re* 
frefhment to the Eajl-India Ships, home- 
ward bound, lying in about 8 Degrees of 
South Latitude, directly in their way for 

thtbme»fi^ lmd ' ^ * le ^ nd is Mountainous, as 
m',i of this molt otner Lands are that are fituate re* 
JffiMd, motely from the Continent. And except- 
ing feme very few places, it is all fteril 
and Defart, and the Surface Cinereous, 
cover'd with a kind of Sinders or Afhes, 
which gives occafion to fbme, of think- 

1 wg 
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king it formerly to ha ve been a Fcgo or 
Burning Ifland : Yet in fbme parts the 
Soil feems fit for Culture and Fru&ifi* 
cation. But becaule it is wholly desti- 
tute of Springs and frelh Water, this 
prevents all Defigns of any Inhabitants 
fixing there, tho* the Native Turf were 
never (b promifing and fruitful How- 
ever it affords fbme Accommodation 
and Refrelhment for Ships tending to- 
wards Europe, to which al(b it gives a 
very fafe and convenient Harbour, 

The moft inviting ftay for Ships here, &** «f 
are the ftore of Turtle with which the Tmh * 
Ifland abounds, fbme of which are 
grown to four or five hundred weight, 
but others are of lels Dimenfions ; on 
thefe the hungry Marriners feed delici* 
oufty, for the fpace of ten or 15 Dajrs 
fbmetimes together. They efteem it 
ho lefs nourifhing and healthful, than 
delightful, nor need they incur the dan- 

§er of any Surfeit by the plenty of this 
ainty Food ; but Chronical Diftem- 
pers, and inveterate Difeafes, have by 
this fort of Dyet been often abated ; and 
thole unwelcome Guefts, by a conftant 
ufe of the Food, have been forcM to 
withdraw from their old accuftomed 

LI Habits 
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Habitations. The Purgative quality in 
wtechitends, carries away the Dileafe 
with it, and repairs the Body to its 
former ftrength and Conftitution. 
TbeBiri' Befides thefe, here are Birds in great 
Tim!*"* Quantity, but very unpalatable, and fo 
diftaftful to the Sailers, that they rarely 
touch them; by which ufage they are 
kept in a gentle tamenefs and famili- 
arity^ and never ftir from their Nefts for 
fear, of any Paffengefs approach, but 
fit billing and pecking at luch as pafs 
fay. Among theie the Boobies are moft 
siumerous, a Fowl fb ftupidly tame, 
that it freely en4ures to be toucht and 
Jhandkd, without any timoroufnels or 
ifcan. 

-■ .Some few Goats are alio left here, 

tvlher* 1 '^ ^Cre^lUEeqf fucha thriving Nature, 

# 3that it finds Nourifhment many times 

rkom what no other of the Animal Ge- 

-nefations can fubfift on ; and therefore 

in India fuftain themfelves by grazing 

-onxteMilk-bufli; the ordinary Hedge 

-cf that* Country, the Juyces of which 

5 aire :& Malignant and Corrofive, that 

-the tender parts, ;of Man's Body are 

c highly offended by the very touch. 

I The Goats grow not much in flefh up- 

-l\>ji\i ■ ■ on 
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on thfclftand, bccaufe the leannefs of 
the Ground, and want of Moifture, al- 
low them no more than a bare lubfift- 
ence, which yet fecure their Lives from 
the violence of Famin and of the Ma- 
riners. 

The method made u(e of in taking ADifcmjt 
the Turtle, is carefully to obferve thole 'J"'""* 
particular times they come on Shoar, m m "* 
to lay or hatch their Eggs, at which 
timefc they turn them by furprizal upon 
their Backs, which is a Pofture they are 
utterly unable to recover from, and are 
thereby fruftrated of all Defence or 
Efcapey and are a ready Prey to any 
that reJWves to fetze tliem. When the 
fetofibfe Creatures find themfelves in this 
defperate Pbfture, by which tihey knoMf 
themfelves in a loft and hopeleiV ftate, 
they then begin to lament their Condi- 
ttoft in- many heavy fighs, and mourn- 
ful Groans, and fhed abundance of 
water from their Eyes, in hopes, 2f 
poffibte, to fecure their Safety by their 
Tears, and Molline 1 the cruel Aflaubs 
upon their Lives. They are of celebra- 
ted fe^gth, much beyond the Pro- 
portibi* of their BuJK, fo much that I 
have ften one of a (mall fize, not a- 
LI a bov« 
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above eight Inches Broad, able to fii- 
ftain the weight of a Man. And the 
inward ftrength of their Animal Spi- 
rits is equal to that of their outward 
Contexture, which is not eafily abated 
or duTolved. For after the Neck of 
oneofthefe had been quite cut off, ex- 
cept only a finall piece of Skia by 
which it hung to the Body ; and after 
its Bowels were ripp'd up, and its Heart 
was taken out, and plac'd upon the 
Deck of the Ship, it both open'd its 
Mouth, and the Heart for a long time 
after had a motion ; which fbme of the 
Spectators affirm'd would continue for 
the {pace of two or three Hours ; and 
lbme of them have been known to live 
twelve Hours after their Heads have 
been cut off. The parts of Reptiles con- 
tinue, I think, animated for fome confi- 
derable time after they are differed 
from one another, became of the vifcous 
Quality of their Animal Spirits, but for 
: the Heart of fb large an Animal as this, 
to move for fbme Hours after it was torn 
from the Body, fcems a little more 
ftrange and furprizigg. However,I made 
this Experiment nwfelf upon a Cock. 
Roach, which is a fort of large unwieldy 

FJie, 
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Flie, whole Spirits may be prefiun'd to 

be moft volatile, the Head of whteh 

I fever'd from the Body, and kefo ^ 

it apart in a final! Box for twenty *' 

four Hours, after which time lookfl|g 

on it, I faw it perfe&ly move fcftflfc 

parts, but with a very faint flownefs. 

As we fee the Flefh of a Viper, after 

it is beheaded and irnboweled, wfll 

move for the fpace of 24 Hours. ,l 

Of the Turtle or Marine Tortoife,^£ # 
there are three forts, the Hawk-Bill, the 
Logerhead,and the Green Turtle, which 
fwim in the Water, and creep upon 
Land. ' Tis of fuch an Amphibious Na- 
ture, that you may fancy it Beaft, or 
Bird, or Fifh, as you pleafe ; for it 
lives in the Ocean like a Fifh ; it feeds 
upon Grafs on Shoar, as an Ox; and lays 
Eggs, as a Bird, fbmetimes the quanti- 
ty of a BufheL The two Fins of it pla- 
ced before, are in the fhape of Wings ; 
thofe two behind are broad and long 
like Feet, and its Head and Eyes, which 
it opens and (huts, refemble thofe of a 
Hawk; fo that both in its fhape and 
other qualities, the Body of it is divi- 
ded among thofe Creatures whofe pro-' 
per Elements are Land, Water, and 

L 1 3 Air. 
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Air. The flelh of it is White, and 
Eats beyond any Veal, and admirably 
contributes to the Cure of the Scurvey, 
and as it's commonly affirmed, the Im- 

Sure Difeafe. But the Dutch, not with* 
anding the delicacy, will not touch 
it ; and the Barbarity of the French, af- 
ter they have been filiated with their 
Plenty, expofe them to ftarve and ftink 
above Ground, by leaving many of 
thepfi turn'd upon their Backs, upon 
their departure from the Ifland. The 
Englifl) treat none cruelly, but turn on- 
ly fuch as are necefTary for their Re- 
frefhment, being loath to exprefs a fe- 
verity to the very Beafts, efpecially 
fuch whole Deaths contribute fbconfi- 
derably to the Health, and fupport of 
their own Lives, Great plenty of thefe 
Shel-Fifh are found in the Wefi Indies, 
the Genitals of which dried, and drunk 
in Wine, are prefcribed as Angular 
piffolvers of the Stone. The ftore of 
them upon this Ifland, where fb little 
Herbage grows, feems to fupply the 
Jsfecefli ty of green Herbs for Curing 
the Scorbutick Humours in the Mar- 
riners, to which nothing does contri- 
bute more; as we happily experiment- 
ed 



Digitized by 



Google 



The I/land of Golconda. $ 19 

ed in the Voyage. For three or four 
French Vineroons defianed for St. Hele- 
na, were fo lamentably over-run with 
the Scurvey, after we had {pent two 
or three Manthsat Sea, that they were**' sa- 
lifiable either to walk or ftand upright \V/saZt 
and yet three days eating of -Furuain*"nfcr* 
and other Herbs, after we were landed 
in Jfrica, re&ifyed the ill Humours in 
the Blood, reftor'd their Limbs, and 
recovered their Stomachs and loft Health 
again. And were thofe made more fre- 
quently the Diet of thefe that live on 
Land, as thty are fometimes of thofe 
at Sea, I doubt not but the Scorbutick 
Humours, and all that Train of Difea- 
fes that follows them, would be left 
numerous and prevailing than they are. 

Upon this Ifland is a certain^ _- . 
place nam'd the VojkOffUe^ from office, 
the Letters left there by the. laft 
Commander that came thither, givihg 
%Vi Account of the time he came there, 
when he departed from the Ifland, and 
what other News of moment he thinks 
convenient. The Letter is commonly 
thruft into a Bottle corked clbfe, which 
the fucceeding Commander breaks in 
pieces to come to it, and leaves another 

LI 4 in 
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inits ftead. But I will leave this Barred 
Ifland, and proceed on the Voyage. 
Ai*>f<t About the middle of our Paffage 
^^; from the Cafe to Europe, the Captain 
i£ Tbi^ Commandant of the Fleet called a Coun- 
fi*s *ym cil of all the Commanders, and then 
^ K ** r *eqjoyr,'da particular Day %o be feta- 
part by every Ship, as a pubiick Thanks* 
giving for our paft fafety, and for im^ 
ploripg the Favour and Benediftion 
of Heaven upon the Fleet for the reft 
of the Voyage ; and defied from me 
* Fortn of Prayer, which was tr^n* 
flated into Dutch for that purpofe. This 
was a pitch of Piety, which well be* 
eame his Care and Station, but was 
far beyond the common (train of a 
Sailer's Devotion. I doubt not but it 
r d piM was very Inftrumental in our avoiding 
smm. thofe threatning Dangers that incojn* 
paffed us in our Voyage, and from 
which we had a very Fortujiate Delive- 
rance to Eutope. For befides the Storm 
which increased to fiich a Rage, and on 
a Hidden grew fo infiipportable an4 
Fierce, that it (eparated the whole Ffcgtj. 
r and every Ship was forcM to make the 
beft ©f her way for her own fafety ; 
t\& Bcnjtmifij befides this, had another 

Deliverance 
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Deliverance as happy, which was in 
her Efcape from two French Privateer*, 
the one a Head, the other a Stern, by the t4gtm n £ 
Commander, Captain Leonard Brown's capum , 
prudent Management of himfelf in that ^L £ 
jun&ure. For having formerly (hor- Efcape 
ten'd Sail, in hopes that one of them -J™* '*• 
might be our Friend, as fbon as ever^^ rr# 
he difccrnM they were the Enemy, he 
orderM all Hands aloft, and command- 
ed the Sails to be fpread in a trice, by 
which he made them fuppole, that our 
Ship was very well Man'd, and that 
we muft therefore needs be a Man of 
War. This ftratagem had its defired 
effe&, for upon it they both left us; 
tho* the next Day following, they took 
a flout Fourth Rate,the Diamond Frigat. 

On September the i8f# 1693, we0"^"*- 
came into KJngfde in Ireland^ where, as ^j" lrc- 
a Teftimony of our Gratitude to our 
great Deliverer in the Voyage, the 
Captain, Officers, and Sailers, contribu- ^Qft*'* 
ted amongft them, betwixt twenty and *ch*ri£'* 
thirty Pounds, part of which, about four *fer fie 
Pounds, was defign'd as a finall Obla-*^' 1 *'* 
tion to the Minifter, and the reft was 
given to the Poorof the place. Which 
Was to be Recorded by a publick In- 

fcription 
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fcription in the Church, as an Encou- 
ragement to others to imitate the Pre- 
cedent that was given them. 
The English welcomM us on Shoar 
nffiid w ^h niany generous Civilities, and 
ciwtyr of fhew'd to us the Ancient Temper of 
nd E i g " the E "g li fi Nation, in their frank Ho- 
i!*d! fpitalky, and the Spirit of liberal En- 
tertainments. Tho' they lately finart- 
ed with inteftine Broils, yet now they 
were at Peace, were unanimoufly Loy- 
al, and univerfally Kind ; not fbwr'd 
with Faftion, nor grown fordid by Co- 
vetoufhefs, but here we found that Love 
and Allegiance which feemM indeed to 
be the Genius of ail the Proteftants of 
that Kingdom. After we had ftay*d 
here five Weeks, for want of a Con- 
vov, we at laft fet Sail, and on-the 
5*0 of December arrivM fafe at Graves- 
end.' 
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CONTAINING 

I. The Hiftory of a late Revoluti- 
on in the Kingdom of GO L- 
COHVA. 

H. A (hort Defcription of the King- 
dom of J^^JCJNy and 
TEGU. 

III. A Collection of Coyns now 
Currant in the Kingdoms of IN- 
VOSTON, PERSIA, GO L- 
CONVA, &c. 

AND 

IV. Obfervations concerning the 
Nature of the Silk-Worms, 
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THE 

HISTORY 

OF A 

Late Revolution 

IN THE 

KIN G DO M 

O F 

GOLCOND A 



H E Account of thisRevolution, 
and thole other matters which 



T 

-*- are dilcours'd of in this Appen- 
dix, might have fallen in very luckily 
in fbrae part of the preceding Voyage, 

had 
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had I been fb fortunate as to have had 
the pexuial of the Papers while the 
Beek was &£m&iag ; but -not cemiag 
to my Hands 'till it was Printed, I 
thought it be(^ fo; ?ffix them to it, as 
both agreeable to the Subjeft, and con- 
i^ning^ing^ ip tbeqfc vei^ reniark^bl* 

peculiar Obligation I am under to a 
very worthy Gentleman, Mv. Daniel 
Sheldon, intnefree and kind Commu- 
nication of ttefe Meaaoirs. I fcall 
nof totftia^VvJ J E^rwkh a. 
ny further account of this matter, but 
pafs on to wh&l I arft fetisfied will be 
very agreeable to him, vi*. The Hifto- 
ry &f thif |Le\|C3tutiOA in Qolcanda. 

the prefent v Kihg of "Gotconkwu 
Son to an Arabian of good Family and 
Efteem, but low in Eftate and Fortune ; 
to raifeyhjph, refolviriff to T ra ^> tyfi 
[*loyftei|^r6S fon|e ! JVe^ 



rnnce, he came to GoFconda; and, By 
the Favour of fbme perfbns of Quality, 
Jha«t the ojipbrtaflity of printing M* 
ifelf and MiService to King Gotub§M\ 
wlvv k^S pkaied with his Perfon 
>nd manner of Addrefe, gavehhna 
i^li Goyerntoeiw, wherein^ iwtev'd 

himfetf 
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nimfelf lb well, that he was advanced 
to one of the moft confiderable Com- 
mands in the Kingdom, in which atid 
his Prince's fevour he continued *till his 
Death : Aftet which his Eftate (being 
very great) was feizM on by the King, 
who is the general Heir of all his Nobles, 
and Perfons employed by him (none of 
thofe Countreys having any Heredita- 
ry Eftates) fb that his Son was reduced 
to a very poor Condition ; but, la- 
ving that left which could not be ta- 
ken From him, viz.. his Father's Wit 
and Courage, he refolv'd to follow bis 
Example, hoping to find his Fortune. 
Full of which hopes he enters Jumfelf 
into ii/^/«J (that j^ the Kmgs PayJ 
and had allow'd hyp twelve or ijfteqn 
new Vagothfs (which is about four 
Pounds fixteen Shillings^ or fix Pounds 
Sterling) fer Month, with which, and 
the hopes of Ipecter Preferment, bo 
made' a fllift to raa,jr^aui\ hJLnpiCelf. Th^ 
King Cotub-jha. hadatjhis time no Sop, 
but three Paughters ;> the Elffeft pf 
which was Married to Sultan Mpmtcd, 
Elcieft. Son to the Great Mogul, Aureng* 
Z^bei The iecottd to an Arabs* of 
great Quality, Metra M#moofl\ aadtb* 

thkd 
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third was unmarried ; To this unmar- 
ried Daughter an Arabia* of high Birth 
and Quality called Simi Sultan, Was an 
importunate Suitor j and the King 
grown Old, and opprefiM with the Fa- 
ctions of thofe to whom he had left the 
management of Affairs (having all his 
time wholly minded Pleafures, and left 
Butinefs and the Concerns of the King- 
dom to the Cares of others) and mor- 
tally hating Sultan Mkmooi (who by a 
Cruel War, almoft to the utter Ruine of 
him and his Kingdom, had forcM his 
Content id Hit Marryageof his Eldeft 
Daughter, hoping thereby, after Cotuh- 
fhfs I>eath, to add the Kingdom of 
Golcortdd to the Empire of the Great 
Mogul) and having no Kindnels for his 
fccond Daughter or her Husband, but 
being extreamly fond of his Youngeft, 
he defignM to Marry her to one whole 
Quality, Parts, and Courage, might 
make him able either to break or ma- 
nage the Fa&iohs of his Court ; with- 
ftand Sultan M*tnood y who he refolv'd 
fhould not fucceed him ; and one, who 
being nus'd by his Favour, bethought 
would wholly depend upon it, and theres 
by only cxpcd the Succeffion. And 
: ' i this 
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this Young Servant ^to his ' Daughteiy 
being an Arahun (who inthefe Coun« 
treys are thought the Wifeft and 6t« : 
tea for Government) and of the Caft' 
of the Studs (that is of. the Family 
or Kindred of Mahomet, and there-, 
fore much reverenc'd by all) likewifci 
of a brisk and lively Wit and Spirit : Hd 
thought him a fit Perfbn by whom 
to manage his Defigns,. <„ and confer 
quently to Marry his Daughter ; there* 
fore, countenanced his Adrefles to her 1 .* 
but the young Man was; fb dazled 
witb theprofped of £0 glorious * 
Fortune, that he could, not fee . his 
right . iwfay itio it ; for, prefuming tofl 
iootiupori the King and Princefles Fa- 
vour, mfteacl of contriving how to in* 
creafe land ftceogthert his Intereft, by 
gaining .the! Content aQ d Support of 
the great iMinifters of State ; he car- 
ried himfclffbinfolently towards then}* 
that he utterly difoblig'd, and madtf 
himfetf hateful to them; and they fear- 
ing the! Tyranny of ope who, when 
their, Equal, began to exercife itove;r 
them^refolv'd to difgrace and ruinhimV 
by hindfing. the Match; The c«iefe# 
Perfoifc. about the .King, werei Mofit 
:,.) Mm Cawne, 
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CV*w, SiuJiMeerZjfher, zn& Masfbuke, 
thefe three managed the King and his 
great Aflairs ; for Meera Mamood, the 
King's Son in Law, being not in Fa- 
vour, was not in Bufinefs ; yet not lb 
quite laid afide, but that he had free 
Accefs to the Court and Pretence, and 
was by all refpe&ed as one, that ha- 
ving Married the King's Second 
Daughter (Circumftances confider'd) 
was likely enough to fucceed him. 
Therefore having great hopes (and 
not enduring the Infolent Carriage of 
this new Favourite, nor to think of his 
Marrying the King's beloved Daugh- 
_. ter) put himfelf in the Head of the 
Faaion againft him : And the Old 
Courtiers perfectly knowing the King, 
and the uwal and fiireft ways of work- 
ing him to their Defigns, fbon unfctled 
the unwary young Man in his Af- 
fe&ions, and then threw him from 
the height of his Prince's Favour, to 
the contempt and icorn of themeaneft 
Subjeft. For they poffeffed his Ma- 
jefty with an Opinion, that he was an 
high Spirited, Ambitious Man, and 
aim'd at great things ; that he was at 
the Head of a great Party and Facti- 



on 
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6n at Court; that if he were once 
ftrengthen'd with fb qear an Alliance 
to the King;, he might do whatfoever 
he defignM ; what hei defign'd they 
knew noti but he gave therm great 
Reafbn to fear, it was not his Maje- 
fty's fafety, nor the Kingdom's Peace; 
ind Affairs being wholy managed by 
their Dire&ions, and ail Officers at 
Court about the King being their 
Creatures, they made theif Informatiori 
icerri more than probable. The Kins 
being naturally jealous, and frighted 
with the Shadow of any thing that 
he thought might difturb his Pleafures, 
was quickly perfwaded not to ftiarry 
iht Prineefs to fb dangerous a Perfbn, 
and immediatelyupon the breaking off 
the Match, one of the three P&ibns 
before mentioned, ftis not certainly 
known which of thetti, but thought 
Musfbuke) advis'd his Majefty to find 
out fome one for the Princels of fmall 
Fortune, but noble Birth and Courage? 
a cotoly Perfbn, and of a generous and 
chearful Difoofitioii, and inclined ra- 
ther to Pleafures than Bufihefs ; for, if 
he was Qualified with high Birth, and 
the Endowments of Nature, it lay irt 
Mm % the 
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the King's Power to fuppjy the Dsfe&s 
of Honour, Riches^ &c. and Men of 
fuch Difpofitions (being given to Plea- 
fare) were feldopv ambitious or de- 
fining ; therefore fuch a one being 
Created meerly by his Favour^ would 
wholly fiibmit by it, and enjoying 
what he moft defir'd,. ("his Pleafures) 
would not difturb himfelf or them 
with the thoughts of Bufinefs, or Cares 
of Government, but be Obedient and 
perfeftly contented with the Condition 
he was in, without afpiring to un- 
timely Greatnefs. The Advice was 
liked, and communicated to the two o- 
ther Councilors, who (confidering it 
was a way for continuing them in their 
Governments* and all Affairs and Bufi- 
nefs in their management; confirmed 
the King, by approving of the Coun- 
fcl given him ; arid having his Order 
to find out fuch a Perfbn, the Young 
Arabian Souldier (whofe father's fi- 
liate had beep feizVl on by the King; 
was pfopqs'd.as. one every way qua- 
lified according to the Kipg's denre. 
He is therefore lent for by ZJud Meer 
Zjpher to h is Ifaufe, an$ (the King be- 
ing plac'd wl^ere he might petfe&Iy 
n fee 
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fee and hear, without being taken no- 
tice of; ZJudMeer Zjtfher entertain'd 
the Young Souldier with fbmeDifcourfe 
concerning the Greatnefs and Merits of 
his Father ; how much he was belov'd 
and favoured by the King ; told himhq 
was forry to fee the Son of fb great a 
Man in fo low a Condition ;. promised 
his Afliftance in getting fbme handfbm 
Command for him ; bid him there- 
fore be chearful and not deje&ed and 
Melancholy: And after he thought 
the King had fully view'd, difinifs'cT 
him. When he was gone, the King 
told ZJud Meer Zjpher, he was not fo 
comly a Perlbn as he was prefented 
to be, nor had he that Life and Vigour 
in his Countenance,that he would wil- 
lingly have in the Perfbn he made 
choice of. To which Meer Zafber re- 
ply'd, that his Majefty rather law his 
Misfortunes than the Man himfeif ; 
for, being the Son of fb great a Perfon, 
and having liv'd in all the plenty of 
his Father's Great Eftate, to be now 
reducMto the poor Condition and Al- 
lowance of an Ordinary Horfe-man, 
muft of neceffity make melancholy Im- 
preflions both upon his Body and 
M m 3 Mind ; 



Digitized by 



Google 



5 ; 4 ^6 late Revolution in Gokonda. 

Mind ; but if his Wants were fupply- 
cd with Money to maintain him ac- 
cording to his Birth and Quality, he 
would quickly come to, and appear 
like himfelf, and to be fuch a one as 
his Majefty fotight for. The King rel 
folves to try, and therefore orders 
Meer Zjpher to contrive how to fur- 
hifh him with as much Money as he 
would have, without letting him know 
the Bountiful Hand that relieved him. 
Immediately fome Xcruffs^ (ox Monfey 
Merchants; are lent for, and Meer Zj*- 
fber gives them directions to offer and . 
let him have as much Money as he 
would take, oromifing to lee them re* 
paid again; but ftri£Uy Commanded 
them (upon the forfeiture, not only of 
their Money, but Lives; not to let him 
know they had any fuch Order to ftir- 
pifh him. Away the Xervffs go and give 
him feveral Vifits, under a pretence of 
defiring his Afliftance in fome Bufinefs 
they had with fome great Men ; for, 
he being a Man of high Birth and 
Quality ffuch Perfons tho' never fo 
poor, being by all much refpe£ed in 
thofe Countries; would have bettef 
Accefs, and be fooner heard and ta- 

. V,,. , ,, • v ;.., , * . ,, V . fa n 



Digitized by 



Google 



The late Revolution in Golconda. j ; 5 

ken notice of. After two or three Vi- 
(its, growing more familiar with him, 
they told him he looked Melancholy 
and Discontented, and defir'd to know 
if it were for want of any thing with 
which they could furniih him ; if Mo- 
ney, they would fiipply him with a- 
ny Sum he would pleale to take ; and 
defir'd him to try them for two or 
three Thouland Old Pagothfs, (which 
is about a Thouland or fifteen Hun- 
dred Pounds Sterling; His Wants made 
him ready enough to take Money, but 
(confidering who they were that of- 
ler'd it, and that fuclkkindneffes from 
fuch Men were always paid for at the 
deareft Rates; though his Condition 
was bad, he was unwilling to make it 
worfe, by putting himfelf into fuch 
Mens Clutches ; for, being once in 
their Debts, he could not forefee any 
hopes of ever getting out, and there- 
fore would not facrifice his Liberty, 
and the little Content he had left, to 
his Inclination f which but two ear- 
neftly perfwaded him to enjoy the 
prefent Conveniences of the Money 
offer'd, without troubling himfelf with 
the Thoughts of future Payment; but 
Mm 4 refblv'd 
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refblv'd to content himfelf in hisWants, 
till they were by fome better and more 
agreeable way provided for: So re- 
fused their Money, but accepted of 
their Kindnefs in the mod grateful 
and obliging manner he poflibly could. 
But at laft the importunity of the X^ 
ruffsy and his own Wants, prevailed up? 
on him to receive a confiderable Sum, 
for which fto his great Admiration) 
they were fb far from taking Security, 
(as accuftomaryj that they perfwaded 
him not to fpare his Money, but to 
live like the Son of fo great a Father, 
offering him more, when that which 
he had received was fpent. The young 
Man, naturally inclined to Gallantry 
and high Living, being thus plentiful- 
ly fupplyed with the Means, refolyes 
to pleafe and appear like himfelf with 
a handlbm Houfe, Retinue, Palan- 
keen, Horfes, and all things fit for a 
Perfon of his Quality ; more wonder- 
ing at the Merchants for lending, than 
at himfelf for Spending fo much Mo- 
iiey.' All this while Siud Meet Zapher 
had his Eye upon him, and quickly 
perceived the alteration he expected 
both in his Perfon and Humou^ * and 
■ : ; : ' " that 
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that he began to be very much e- 
ftccitfdand refpe&ed by ail that knew 
him i So defires the King to lee him 
again, which he does, and now fb well 
likes him, that he gives Meer Zjfher 
Order to let him have as many oppor- 
tunities of feeing him as he could ; and 
the oftner he does fee, the more he is 
pleas'd and taken with him : There- 
fore refolving to Marry his Daughter 
immediately to him, one Evening he 
fends the Deveer or Secretary of State, 
With an Ornrah for Noble Man ) called 
Jabber Be ague, and a Guard of Horfe, 
to fetch and Cotiduffc him to Court. 
The Young Gallant was entertaining 
fbme Friends and himfelf with Ibrne 
Dancing Women, when News was 
brought him that fome grejit Officers 
belonging to the Court, were at jtjie 
Door; away went his Friends and 
Women by a Back-way, and he to 
meet the Secretary and Jabber Beague, 
to condu&them in : As fbon as he 
faw them (well knowing who they 
were/ he was very much troubled, 
not imagining why lb Eminent Per- 
fons with gi Guard of Horfe, fhould 
coipe to vifit him : And his Fears 

were 
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were very much increased by a rich 
Veft with which the Secretary pre* 
fented him with from the King z For 
verily believing it was poifon'd, he defied 
them to Excafe him, for being fo fur* 
prized, that he could not tell whether to 
receive the Kjngs Prefent as his Honour 
or Dijgrace and Ruine ; for his Father's 
Services being long fince Rewarded and for- 
got, and he having never jet the opportu- 
nity of doing his Majefiy any, he could not 
expett any honourable Notice could be ta- 
ken of him ; and yet he was in hopes he lefs 
deferv*d Punifbment than Reward, fince 
he could not call to mind any one Crime 
he had committed in his whole Life, that 
might give his Majefiy the leaft, or any Of- 
fence : Jnd if his late living in a more 
plentiful way thanformerly had been taken 
notice of, and was difpleafing, he did af- 
Jure them he had no other defign in it, 
than to appear according to his Birth and 
Quality \ that upon the kafi Command or 
notice he would have retird to his former 
Obfcurity ;> that he had done no unjufi 
thing to get the Money he /pent, but would 
have been willing to have given, either 
his Majefiy or them an Account how he 
did get it. Then he told them he always 

had 
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had been, And ft ill wasfo truly Loyal to his 
prince ; that he fbould upon all occafions, 
freely have ventured his Life for his Set* 
vice, and now durft lofe it for his Pleafurt. 
Ho fnatching the Veft for to put it on, he 
defied the Secretary to prefent his humble 
Duty to the Kjng, and tell him he very 
mufh feared he would have more reafon to 
Cherijb and Preferve fuch Subjects as he 
was, than to delight and fport himfelf in 
the Contrivance of their Deaths. 

The Secretary was, by Order, ftri&- 
lytoobferve both what he laid, and 
how he behav'd frinifelf, and there- 
Fore did not interrupt him, but per- 
mitted none but himfelf and Jabber 
Beague to help him on with his Veft ; 
after which with a low Salam for Reve- 
rence; he told him they were not fent 
by the King to Execute any Sentence 
ot his Difplealiire, but to conduft him 
to his Favour, and the greateft Ho- 
nour he could beftow upon him ; there- 
fore defied him to go along with them 
chearfully and immediately. So with 
them he goes, not very well affur'd of 
his Safety, 'till they brought him a 
goodly Horfe with rich Furniture, and 
dcfirM him to mount, which he did, 
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and betwixt the Secretary and Jabber 
Beag*c rode to Court, where he was 
the fame Night Married to the Prin- 
ceft : And the whole bufinefs was ma- 
naged with fb much privacy, that Mee- 
ts Msmood fwho had Married the 
KingYfecond Daughter) had not the 
Ieaft knowledge of it, 'till it was pub- 
lickly declared to whom the King had 
Married the Young Princefs : Which 
made Meera Mamood almoft mad 
with Rage, railing at the King, and 
his Nobility ; but perceiving no body 
took notice of it, but thofe that laughM 
at and defpisM him, he left the Court 
and Kingdom, and went to Deify, where 
makirig his Addreffes to Jureng-Zebe y 
the Great Mogul^ he was kindly enter- 
tained, and allowed a Royal Penfion. 
The King is every Day more and more 
fetisfied with his Son in Law, yet ( be- 
ing refolv'd not to truft him with any 
Command or Bufinefs, nor to give him 
atty opportunity of inriching himfelf, 
or getting more Money than he fpent^ 
gives him no Munfub (that is no Com- 
mand of Souldiers, nor Government of 
any place Or Province) and orders one 
of his EiihuQhs cbhftantly to pay his 
■•■'•■ Expen- 
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Expences be they never lb gre^t, t>ut 
not to furnifh him with any ,Mpney, 
thereby to give him opportunity of lay- 
ing up any. The Young Sultan ha- 
ving an Excellent Underftanding,quick- 
ly perceiv'd the Defign, and wifely re- 
folv'd to comply with it, and be whol- 
ly govern'd and manag'd by the King's 
pjeafure, without taking any notice of 
his Jealoufic: So hefeems nottoicare 
for, nor Jo much as to think of any 
Command, Bufinefs, or getting of more 
Money than would pay for hisPleafures, 
which did not pnjy fix tjie Omrafrs^ (or 
Nobles,) and Governours ; to him ('they 
verily believing that if lie. were once 
King, they jhould.be all&ch.in their 
general Governments^ but made tne 
King hinjfclf even dote on him, as a 
Manient from Heaven to Marry his 
Daughter, being juft iuch a Person, as 
in his thoughts he, had wiih'd for. He 
therefore contr^es by all trie ways he 
could defireto fecure the Succeftion to 
him, for, being fick and worn .with Ags 
and Pleafures (to which he had been 
all his time wholly addicted) and think- 
ing, he ftipul$, die, he fummons all his 
Qwrthi before, him ri and publicklyr de- 
rm ■••' clares 
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dares for his Succeflbr Sultan AbdulU 
Hocfm his Son in Law ; conjuring them 
by the laft Requeft of their Dying 
King to fettle him /after his Death/ 
in the' Throne, and to fubmit to his 
Government; making them, one by one, 
not only promife, but fweaf upon their 
Alcharon to perform what he had com- 
manded ; after which he immediately 
dyed, having liv'd above Eleven Years 
fince the Marriage of his beloved 
Daughter, who in that fpace of time 
had comforted him with a Son and 
two Daughters. The King was no 
fboner dead, but his fecond Daughter 
('Wife to Meera Mamorid) having made 
a fmall Party, feizesupon, and fecures 
the Palace on the behalf of a Sow- her 
Husband had by a former Wife, Yfor 
by her he had none) whom fhe endea- 
vour'dto make King; but MofiCamrr^ 
SiudMeer Zjpher, and Musjhukt, quick- 
ly fupprefTed the Tumult fhe had made, 
andimmediatelproclaim'd«S'*/f4»^fWaA 
U Hoofttt Potjbaw, or Prince Abiutti 
fBqfan Emperour, 

After all the Ceremonies both of a 
Funeral and Coronation were per- 
form'd, the King begins to think of 

gratify- 
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gratifying thole that had made him fo; 
For tho' he had long ob&rv y d Mofi 
Cm*e, and Siui Meer Zfpher, to be cor- 
rupt and ill Governours, yet they, had 
done him good Service, and he could 
not, without leffening his Name in the 
World, but continue, and lbmething 
incrcafe their Honour and Commands : 
(nor perchance was it in his power to 
kffenthem in either, fince thole that 
had made him King, might ftill be 
made able to make another fo) yet it 
very much troubled him to think he 
fhould add to the too great Power they 
already had; therefore taking feme 
little time to confider tfhat was fit for 
him to do, at laft he concludes, that 
the way to leffen thele two powerful 
Noble-men, was to make them both 
too great, for very well knowing they 
mortally hated one another, and would 
never endure each others greatnefs, but 
be always ftriving which fhould throw 
the other out of his Prince's Favour, he 
therefore refblv'd fb to divide the Ad- 
mirtkftration of Affairs between them, 
that they fhould be fure to check one 
the other, arid to carry himfelf fb e- 
qually, that it fhould not be difccrnM 

which 
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which he moft favoured ; by which he 
both anlwer'd the Opinion the World 
had of his Bounty, (a thing much re- 
garded) in rewarding them with Ho* 
nour and great Imployments, and yet 
fecur'd himfelf from the danger of two 
fiich powerful Subje&s, by making 
them too great ever to agree in an At- 
tempt againft him ; and fetting than 
both up at fo equal and fpreading a 
height, that they muft of neceffity 
juftle one another down ; concluding 
they could uot be dangerous to him $ 
while they were lb to one another J 
and fought only by. the advantage of 
his favour to wine » each' others - To 
MofoCowne he therefore* gives the Title 
ofCawne Cawna, and being a Man of 
Courage, , makes him General of liis 
Array. To Stud Meer^Zjpber he gives 
the Tide otEmir Zjmls, and, being a 
Man of Bufinefs, makes him Du&n(in 
which Office is .i comprehended both 
that of a- Ghancellour and Treifuner) 
fo that the General bding to receive the 
Arifty's Pay of the Dnw was fureio find 
delays andaiFronts,and theDiw/dbeingby 
his Place toinfped into the Difpofalof 
the King'&Money, and Payment of the 

Army, 
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After the King had honoured and Re- 
warded others likewife that deferved 
well of him, he feems wholly to re- 
tire from Bufinefs to his Pleafures ; but 
f>ofted himfelf at ib convenient a Di r 
fiance, that he had perfefl: Knowledge 
of every thing that pafsM. In this 
time of leafurd he would often fequefter 
himfelf from all kind of Company, to 
meditate and write ; and its fince cer- 
tainly known, that when he w r as thus 
retired, he took particular notice of all 
the Abufes in the State, and the . beft 
ways of redretfing them ; likewife fet 
down in Writing feveral Rules and 
Maxims for his future Government. 

In the mean time the two great men 
(or rather Kings) ftrove who fhould 
procure the fineft Women, beft Min- 
ltrels and Dancers to divert the King* 
thinking by fuch Charms to continue 
him in the Lethargy they thought he 
Was in. But what the Wife Prince 
forefawfpon fcame to pafs; for they 
(not enduring each others Greatnefs, 
and inragM at the equal Favour of the 
King) endeavour'd,by finding out mat- 
>terof Accufation aginft, to ruin each 0- 
ther j and die Duan (being by his place 

N n id 
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to infpcd into the Payment of the Ar- 
my) received many Complaints againft 
the General, whole wretched love of 
Money made him defraud the King 
and his Souldiers of great Sums* Of 
this the Dum complains to the King, 
who leems not to believe, and takes 
little notice of it. The Dum therefore 
reiblving to bring fuch Evidence as 
Ihould convince the King of the Truth 
of his Complaint, feizes the General's 
Br dm an or Accountant, who kept all 
the Accounts of the Army ; at which 
the General is fo inrag'd, that taking 
feme Souldiers with him, he is refolv'd 
to go and cut the Duan in pieces ; but 
the Dua#, being a notorious Coward, 
is the more careful tc have Valiant 
Men about him, and always paying 
them well, they now lerve him faith- 
^ fully , ftoutly defending him againlt 

the General, 'till the King lent and 
Commanded him to retire. At firft 

;iiu&#? ** e was & out °* ^ Wits, that he 

!$£$ would not, but (being perfwaded by 

better tempered Men, and his Friends) 
at laft he returned to his own Houfc, 
leaving the Dum half dead with Fear; 
who coming to himfelf, goes immedi- 
ately 
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ately to the King, and defires him to 
confider with wnat fafety he could be 
in his Palace, if fuch Outrages were 
committed in the Garrifbn. The King 
calmly tells him, he will take care both 
for his own, and his future fafety, by 
preventing fuch Violences for the time 
to come, and by perfe&ly reconciling 
the General to him ; and tho' the 
Duan knew that to be impoflible, yet 
feems to go away contented. The King 
fends to the General to let him know 
that he had undertaken a Reconcilia- 
tion, and therefore would have him 
frame himfelf to it \ but heftorms, and 
calls the Duan a thouland Names ; at 
laft better remembring, calms himlelf, 
returns the King Thanks, and a fiib- 
miflion to what he fhall Command. 
Some few days after the King fends 
for him (as accuftomary) and he (ha- 
ving by that time confidered the rafh- ^ 
nefs of what he had done) is unwilling \ ^f-f >! 
to go, but (being perfwaded by fbme ' • '■* 
he thought Friends, there was no dan- 
ger, and that the King had inwardly j 
more kindnefs for him than for the Du- 
nn) to Court he goes, and was no loon- 
cr entred the Palace Tard, butisfeiz'd 

N n 2 on, 
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on, and clapt into Irons and Prifon. 
The Charge againft him was for 
flighting the King's Commands ; da- 
ring to affault one of his Counfellours 
within his Garrifbn ; purloyning the 
King's Treaftire, and converting it to 
his own Ufe ; and for refufing to pay 
feveral Sums of Money to the Embai- 
fadours of the Great Mogal, very much 
to the Difhonour of the King ; (he ha- 
ving pafsM his word for the pun£fcual 
Payment of them) for which and fbme 
other things he was Imprifbn'd, and 
had all his Eftate feiz'd on; in his 
Houfe being found in ready Money, 
Five Hundred Thouland new fagothfe 
(which is about Two Hundred Thou- 
fand Pounds Sterling) befides Jewels, 
wherein he was very Rich, having for 
many Years been Governour of the 
Diamond Mine of Coubur. Immedi- 
ately after he was feiz'd on, the King 
mufterM the Army, pays them their 
Arrears, gives the Command to Mufi 
(buke ;but, to their great fatisfa&ion, in- 
rolls them in his own Rolls, and pro- 
mileth to take care of them himfelf for 
the Future. The Duan is infinitely 
pleas'datthe fall of the General, and 

thinking 
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thinking he had no Equal in the King's 
Favour, takes upon him to meddle in 
every Man's matter, depriving feve- 
ral of the Benefit of their Places, by 
taking their Bufinefs out of their Hands; 
and the King lets him go on without 
taking notice of fmall Prefumptkms, Id 
that by degrees he grows to confident 
of his own Authority, and the King's 
negle&, that he begins to do things of 
the greateft Confequence, without ac- 
quainting his Majefty ; and at laft ( ha- 
ving made himlelf hateful, by doing 
and undoing every Man's Bufinefs, 
according to his own Intereft $nd De- 
figns) his Ruin was fb generally wifh'd, 
that there was a necemty of removing 
fb great a grievance ; which gave- the 
King a fit opportunity of doing what he 
had fb long defign'd. Notice is there- 
fore given, that fuch a Morning the 
King intends to appear at the Durbar; 
(that is at the place where he ulually 
jfaows himfelf to his Nobles) fo that 
the Duan and all the reft of his Omrahs 
(or Nobles) were to come according 
to Cuftom to make their Sdarn. When 
the King was fat, and had a little look'd 
about him, he commands the Duan to 
Nn j ftand 



Digitized by 



Google 



5 J o The late Revolution in Golconda 

ftand before him, and began to fpeak 
to him in (b obliging a manner, that 
every one at firft verily thought he de- 
figtfd him Ibmc frefli Honour, and not 
Difgrace; telling him how particular 
a kindneis he always had for his Per- 
fbn ; how great a Confidence in his Fi- 
delities and Abilities ; iniomuch that 
he had left almoft the whole Affairs of 
his Kingdom to his management, ma- 
king him, as it were, King in Power, 
and contenting himfelf only with the 
Name : But that, to his extreme Difc 
content, he found himfelf quite de- 
ceived in him ; for he had made ufe of 
the good Opinion he had of him, and 
his own great Abilities, only to Affront 
his King, and opprefs ana wrong his 
fellow Subje&s. Then in the fharpeft 
Language he could fpeak, tells him of 
all his Inlblencies and Affronts, by pre- 
fuming to do things of the greateft 
confecjuence without acquainting him ; 
likewife reckons up all the Mifcarriages 
of his Adminiftration ; then telling him, 
b ; that he preferring his own Honour, 
and the good of the Publick, even be- 
fore his own Life, he could not expeft 
' he fhould f pare his, but Sacrifice it to 

his 
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his own Vindication and publick Juftice, 
on the behalf of his opprefs'd and in- 
jur'd Subjects : However as a Reward 
of fome former good Services he had 
done, he gave him his Life and the Go- 
vernment of fuch a Province, com- 
manding him immediately (upon the 
forfeiture of both) to retire to his Go- 
vernment, and lor the future not to 
meddle with any Bufinefs but what 
concerned it. And fo, without further 
Difgrace, difmifs'd him, not permit- 
ting any to affront him, but command- 
ing all to refpeft him as the Governour 
of a Province* » 

The King, with Reputation, and 
the infinite fatisfa&ion of his People, 
having thus lad afidelustwo Partners 
in the Government (as if he thought 
himfelf then and not before a King) 
leaves his Retirement ; difmiffes the 
lew'd Women and Dancers; and breaks 
the Charms of his former Pleafures,witfc 
the Thoughts of Bufmels ; which he 
wholly minds and delights in ; appears 
frequently at the Durbar - r inlpe&s 
into the whole Affairs of his King- 
dom; calls for all the Accounts of 

Nn 4 his 
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his Revenues, the auditing of which 
he leaves to Musjbuie (who is now 
the Favourite) rewards bountifully; 
punifhes not with Peath, but other 
ways, very (everely ; giving his People 
great aflurance of being happily Go- 
verned for the future, by a Wile and 
jnoft excellent King* 
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KINGDOM 
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C Rolling the Gulph of BengAlA, and 
the Out-l^ts of Ganges, from the m«* **< 
Kingdom ofGolconda towards the Eaftf"**'* 
you arrive in the Kingdom of Atta- 
<m\ by fbme called Qrracan y and by 
Father Top, fbmetimes the Empire of 
Mogo ; which is a Title lately at VoK 
liifh'd by the King, probably upon pj 29. ' 
his late Conquefts aver the Emperour 
of Pegu, to whom he was formerly 
Tributary and Dependent. It is bound- 
ed on the North Weft by the King- 
dom of Bengal A y Ibme Authors making 
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Chatigam to be its firft Frontier City ; 
but Texnra, and generally the Porto- 
£*$/£ Writers, reckon that as a City 
ofBexgd/a; and not only fb, but place 
Bttdraod. the City ofBengda it felf upon the fame 
Goaft,more South than Cbatigam. Tho' I 
confefe a late French Geographer has 
put Bengala into his Catalogue of ima- 
ginary Cities, and filch as have no real 
Exiftence in the World ; but I wifh 
he had given us a more particular ac- 
count ot his Reafons. Along the Coaft 
which is wafhM by the foremention'd 

. Qsilph, it is 'extended as far as c!\e Qipe, 

caned bythe t*ortug*efe y Nigraes^ where 

it touches upon Pegu, and is inclosM 

by it on the South and Eajt. Towards 

tne North it borders upon Jva. But to 

fix all thefe limits to a determinated 

Point, is altogether impoflible, by rea- 

ion of thofe frequent Alterations, and 

newConquefts, that are made on the 

^>ne fide or the other daily. 

Atnra. The Metropolis JrrMm y from 

wheijcethe ^Kingdom it felf takes its 

Denomination, is fituate in the middle 

x of a Valley, containing nb lefs than fif- 

- t$m Miles in compals, and being in- 

vironM on all fides with a continued 

Ridge 
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Ridge of fteep and craggy Mountains, 
which ferve it inftead ot Walls ; and 
appear on the infide as fiich, being ar- 
tificially cut to referable the Fortifica- 
tions ot a ftrong City* The Outlets, 
which ferve for Gates, are hewn out of 
the Rocks by main force, and being 
defended by Bulwarks, make the City 
impregnable. Betides thefe outward 
Fortifications, it is defended by a Caftle 
of that incredible ftrength, that the 
King of Bnmd coming againft it with 
Three Hundred Thoufand Men, and 
Forty Thoufand Elephants, was forced 
to raife the Siege with Difgrace. Thro* 
the Valley runs a large River, which 
Minims calls Chaberis, which dividing 
it (elf into feverai little Rivolets and 
Streams, paffes thro 9 all the ftreets, af- 
fording thereby a wonderful Advantage 
to the City, by the ready Conveyance 
of all forts of Merchandifes and Pro- 
vifions unto every part thereof. At its 
parting from the City, which is faid to 
be about Forty Five, or Fifty Miles 
from the Sea, all thefe little Rivolets 
are Colle&ed again into two Channels, 
which opening towards the North and 
-South, at length fall Weftward into the 

Gulph 



Digitized by LjOCKjlC "*" 



5 5 6 The Kingdom of At* racan. 

Gulph of Bengala, that towards the 
North at Orietm y and the other at Da- 
hazi or Duabacam, both which places 
are much frequented by Merchants; 
but the alternate Ebbings and Flow- 
ings of the Sea are fo violent, efpecial- 
ly about the time of the Full Moon, 
that the Ships can hardly ride fafely in 
the Ports. But before we leave Arra* 
cM y to fpeak of thefe places, it will be 
convenient to fay fomcthing of its 
Buildings, which are indeed ordinari- 
ly mean; tho' there are feveral fpaci- 
ous Piazza's or Bazars, which afford 
both Conveniences for Markets, and 
tolerable Profpc&s to the Spectators. 
For Timber they make ufe of Bambou 
Cane, and inftead of Nails, tie the 
pieces together with the fmaller fort 
of the fartieCane, which when (lender 
and Green, is fo pliable, that it may 
be wreathed and twifltd as you pleafe. 
The Princes and Nobiliry majceufebf 
a different fort of Wood, and are very 
profufe in adorning the Infides of their 
Houfes with exquifir$ Carvings and 
Guildings. Nor are their common fort 
deftitute of Ornaments tofet ofFan$ 
Beautifie them. The Palace Royal is 

p vaftiy 
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vaftly large, but not fo beautiful for 
its ttru&ure. It is fupported with 
large and tali Pillars, made of whole 
Trees, and cover'd over with Gold, 
with Chambers above built with the 
moft precious and odoriferous Wood 
the Eafi will afford, as Red and White 
Sandal, and a fort of Bois de AquiU. 
In the Middle, and as it were Center 
of the Palace, (lands a great Hall, which 
they call the Golden Houfe, becaufe the 
Infide is wholly over-laid with Gold, 
from the Bottom to the Top, and o- 
ver a rais'd place hangs a Canopy of 
MalTy Geld, round which hang above 
an Hundred Combdenghe^ as they call 
them, which are large Wedges of the 
lame Mettal, made in the Fafhion of 
Sugar-Loaves, each of above Forty 
Pound weight. Here alfo are to be 
feen feven Idols of maffie Gold like- 
wile, of the heighth of an ordinary 
Man, and about two Fingers in thick- 
nefs, but within hollow ; which are ai- 
fo adorn'd with precious Stones, Ru- 
bies, Emeralds, Saphirs, and Diamonds, 
of an exiraordinary Bignefi, upon their 
Foreheads, Breads, and Arms, and a- 
bout their Middles. In the midft of 

this 



Digitized by 



Google 



j$S The Kingdom o/AtracanJ 

this Hall ftandsafquare Stool, of three 
Hands breadth, all of pure Gold, which 
fiipports a Cabinet of pure Gold alfo, 
ami overlaid with precious Stones, con- 
taining the two CanequeSy i. e. two fa- 
mous Pendants made in the Form of 
two Pyramids, of two Rubies of the 
length of a Man's little Finger, and 
the Circumference at the bale, as wide 
as that of an ordinary Pullets Egg. 

The jQuarrel about thefe Jewels is 
laid to have caufed as much Blood* 
ihed among the Neighbouring Kings 
hereabouts, as might nave been fuffici- 
ent for the obtaining an entire Em- 
pire ; the Conteft being not fo much 
tor the value of the Jewels, as that 
they are fuppos'd to bring along with 
them a right, or at leaf* a claim of Do- 
minion over the Neighbouring Princes. 
And now they are in the Hands of this 
King, but never worn by him, except 
upon the Day of his Coronation. In a- 
nother Apartment ftands the Statue 
of the King of Brama, treacheroufly 
MurthcrM by his Subje&s, fo natural 
and to the Life, that it caufes Admira- 
tion in all the Spe&ators, which are ve- 
ry Numerous, he having obtained the 

Reputation 
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Reputation of a great Saint, and being 
fom'd for Curing the Difeafes of thole 
that refort to him ; efpecially the Bloody 
Flux* In the whole City are numbred 
no lefs than fix Hundred P^ods, or I- 
dol Temples, the Inhabitants amount* 
ing to an Hundred and Sixty Thoufand, 
betides Merchants and Strangers ; the 
City, as indeed the whole Kingdom, 
being (aid to be very Populous. Not 
far from this Palace, there is a great: 
Lake, with many fmall Iflands therein, 
which are Inhabited by their Priefts, 
which they call Rtulwi. There arc 
alio conftantly agreat number of Boats 
running up and down in it, but hin- 
dered from all Communication with the 
City by a Bank, fb contriv 7 d,that fhould 
they beBefieg'd,and overpowr'd by their 
Enemies, fbasto beconttrainM to yield 
the City to them,they could overwhelm 
both it and them in a whole Deluge of 
Water, by breaking down that Bank. 
From this City, pafling down that 
Branch of the River, which runs to- 0ncMIK 
wards the North, you come to Orit- 
tAn ; the whole Courfc of the River be- 
ing extreamly delightful, the Banks be- 
ing cover'd with tall Trees always 

green 
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green and fhady, which bending their 
Head towards the Water, make one 
continued Arbour, and defend the Tra- 
vellers from the fcortching Sun. And 
the variety df Apes or Peacofcks flying 
of skipping from branch td brand), 1 
adds very much to the pleafure of the 
Paffage. Orieiah is a City of great 
Concourfe of Merchants from moft 
Countries of the Eaft, Pegu, Chiva, Ja- 
fan, Malaccd; and from MdabAY Weft* 
ward ; and other parts of India. r Th& 
governed by a Deputy appointed by 
the King at his Coronation, receiving 
a Crown from his Hand, and always 
enjoying the Title of King himfelf; 
this City being one of thole Twelve, 
the]Capitals of Twelve Provinces, fub- 
je&to the Kingdom of Jrracan; which 
are always governed by Crown'd 
Heads. Not tar from this City arifes 
the Mount of Maum y which imparts its 
Name to a Lake wafhing the Foot 
thereof ; thither are lent all thofe that 
are ExiPd by the King, who cauies 
ftriQ: Guards to be kept in all the Pa f- 
fes, and further to prevent the flight 
of the Criminals, cuts off their Heels. 
The Mountain is hardly paflable for 

Travel- 
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Travellers, being not only craggy and 
impervious, but fb irifefted with wild 
Beafts, that it is a 'difficult thing to 
efcapethem, 

Frqrn the Mountain of Mwm, crofc Pcroem, 
(ing theGulph youco"me to another City 
Peroem, which being fityate near {he 
Sea, and having a good capacious Har- 
bour, is a Town of great Traffigk. 'Tis 
likewife the Refiderice of a Governour, 
who pxercifes ablblute Authority with- 
in his Precin&s, and keeps 3 Court an* 
fwerable to the Majefty of a King. 

Ramu ; is another City of equal Con- R 
ditipn with Peroem, from which it is * mu * 
not many Days Journey diftant, but 
the Way betwixt them very dangerous, 
whether by Land or by Water; ' The 
Sea being (ubjeft to fudden tempeftu- 
ous Storms, and that by Land lying 
crofs the Mountains of Pre, which Se- 
parate Jrracan from fahty as dangerous,' 
by reafon of the Wild Beafts,as the for* 
men What is further taken notice of iij 
thefe parts, is a Mountain called P'ora, 
which in the Language, Qf the Country 
fignifies Gpd f or an Idol ; which Name 
»t borrows from ftp WqI plactt upon 
the veryipp thereof fitting grgft-legg'd 

liporj 
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upon a Pedeftal, to which thofe Hea- 
thens refort with rreat Devotion. Ry 
this place runs a large River, from 
which fbme Engineers would have 
perfwaded the King to have cw a Chan- 
nel as far as Arrdcan ; but he^bfblute- 
ly refusM to hearken to the Propofa^ 
becaufe he thought he fhould thereby 
expofe the place of his Refidence to the 
Incurfions of the" Great Mogul, who 
might with Eafe convey his Forces dowi* 
fuch a Channel. 
Diaoga. The next Town of Note along a tern- 
peftuous Coaft, is the City of Dianga % 
or DiMtgO) which ftcms to belong to the 
Kingdom of Be#gaU y hut made by Fa- 
ther Toft a principal City of this. Indeed 
this City, as well as Chatigam, which 
was undoubtedly once a City of this 
Kingdom, and the Government there- 
of commonly allotted to the King's fe- 
cond Son, has runthe rifque of Frontier 
Towns, frequently to change its Matter, 
and to be fometimes in the Hands of 
one of the Neighbouring Princes, and 
fometimes in thofe of the, other. The 
greateft part of its Inhabitants are Pax- 
tuguefe Fugitives, who live here, and 
injoy great Priviledges and Immunities 

granted 
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granted by the King. The Fathers of 
St.Augujhnt have here likewile a firm 
Refidence, with, a good Houfe, and 
very decent Church; Many of them 
likewile make their abode in two neigh- 
bouring Villages, Arracsle, and Angar- 
racdit. 

Other places along this Coaft fubje- 
&ed to' this King, are Coromork, Sedo*, Sund,ra « 
Zjra, and Port MugAeni.! To which let 
jne.addthelfland of Suniiv^ which is 
an Illand in the Gulph of BertgM, icarce 
twenty Miles remov'd from the Conti- 
nent of that Kingdom. 'Tis about an 
Hundred Miles in Compafs, and affords 
fuch vaft quantities of Salt, that it needs 
no other Commodities to give in Ex- 
change for any of thofe of the Neigh- 
bouring Countries, being able with it a- 
lone, to lade two Hundred Veflels every 
Year.Ti* To well forrifiM by nature alone, 
without the Afliftanceof Art, that 'tis al- 
moft impomble to feize it without the 
content of the Inhabitants ; which made 
-the Portuguefef caft an Eye upon it, with 
intent to make it a Retreat for them- 
(elves. Accordingly in the Year j6oe, 
they took it from the Moguls, who fome 
rime before had . deprivM its lawful 
2 Frince. 
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Prince thereof; who, after th£y had 
feizxi it, confirmed their Title to ir^ .by 
a free Grant of all his Right and Claim 
thereto. But they jiever quietly en- 
joy 'd it, firft the^InhabitantS:moleJfl:idg 
them;, and when they, were Defeated, 
the King ofJrracax, fearing the growth 
of their ftredgth in titofe part?, endea- 
voured to diflodge them ; and tho'at firft 
he was conftraijtfdito! raife-the Siege, 
and . to make an Agreement with .'them, 
yet in the Year 160?, they were dom- 
•peli'd-to yield it; to him, and retire. into 
Bacala, and other parts of the Kingdom 
6f Bengda. ( 

Affaram, . U pon the Northern .parts of this King- 

ca» do ^l ie the Ci }**°! J jr* r r> p? ™* 

and.LhMemasj all laid to be the Capital 
Cities of fomany Kiugdoms, but all liih- 
je& to this of Arrncun. Indeed I take their 

.Kings to be no more than Deputies, or 
Vice-Roys, and Govjernours of thefe Ci- 
ties, plac'd there with the great, vaunt- 
ing Title of Kings, by the King of Ar- 

, mean ; as we are affur'd of thofe. Gover- 
nors afore mentiqn'd, and th*t. there 

, are no left than Twelve of the. feme Dig- 

r nityjm. his whole Dominions. ;Nqr do I 
meet with any thing jemark'4 of any of 

• ; them, 
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them, bqt that being places upon the 
Frontiers, they are conltantiy provided 
of good Garrifbfls : Unlets I may 
have .leave to add what Mr. TAvermer 
has Recorded of three ot che Subjetb of 
Tipors, which lie r calls// Ipra, that he 
found th^m fuch potable 1 opers, that 
they never gave out 'tilhthey haddruiiK 
him day ; and ft a^-'l(ift when all his Wine 
was lpent, jeem'd fQ exprefs a great deal 
of concern that they could have no iporfc. 
He tells, 'tis true, further, that there is a 
Gold Mine in the Dominions pf this 
Prince; but io very courfe that i.e. is not 
fit to be exported ; that the King /op- 
£&$ no Sublidies of [us Subje&s, but qp* 
liges the prime of his Nobility ; to -wprfc; 
fix Days in. the Year in his Mines in lieu 
of fheav t There are befades, lbmeSili;- 
wprksr liere, of which they makegpod 
Advantage. 

, /Joking th/e Southern Stream from Ar~ . 
racafy iccpndu^ you to the pty Qoba- 1 * zzu 
zitf which is a place $f . very great Traf- 
fiqfc, berpg a .Port much frequented by 
Strangers. ' Thence continuing your 
Voyage .^lopg th&.Cojaif you arrive at 
Cb#dde+ which being t fituate ndr the chud*^, 
Sea, pod having a, commodious fort, Us 

Ji ■ Oo 3 alio 
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alio a place much frequented fey Stran- 
gers. « 

Not far from hence lies Cape Nigraes, 
and by it the Ifland Munay, famous for 
€ape Mi- t jj e Religion of the place, being filled 
with Pagods and Temples, one whereof 
is called QuUy Figrdu, or, the The Temple 
of the God of the Atoms of the Sun, and a* 
nother Qui dy Doceo, the Temple of the Qod 
of the afflicted of the Earth ; and efpeci* 
ally for being the place of Refidence for 
the chief of the Raulini, whom they 
ibmetimes call Xoxom Pungrt. This Xaa- 
om Pungri is the chief of all the Eccle* 
fiafticks in the Kingdom* this Title im- 
porting as much among them > as Pope 
at Rome ; on hihi depend all Spiritual 
Caufes, and he is had in fo great vene* 
ration, not only by the People, bfat even 
by the King himfelf, that he always 
places him at his Right Hand ; and ne* 
ver fpeaks to him without a profound Re- 
verence. This Ifland is likewife fpoke 
of by Ferd. Mende&Pinto> but as in the 
Dominions of the Emperour of Pegu. He 
tells us too that he happened to be in 
thofe parts at the Death of one of thofe 
great Men, whom he tails only the Roo- 
Jim of Munty, and fets down at length 
' the 
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b& Ceremonies of his Interment, with 
thofe of the Ele&ion and Inauguration 
of his Succeflbr ; which would be too te- 
dious here to recite. Let it fumce thajt 
the King and all the Grandees of the 
Court, together with all the Ecclefia- 
fticks, according to the Antient Cuftom 
ofP<g*, were obligM , to attend the Fu- 
neral ; the Expences of which, which 
were defraid by the King, amounted to 
an Hundred Thoufand Ducats ; befides 
the Garments which the King and No- 
bility gave to Thirty Thoufand Priefts. 
See ferJL Mendxz, Pinto, ch. 6 o, 6 i , 6 2. 

Leaving ^unay,zfid doubling the Cape 
Nierafs, you come to Stria*, which To- . 
f makes the laft City of Jrractn, tho'o- 5,mm * 
thers account it a City of Pegu. Howe- 
ver they differ not in the Situation there- 
of, all placing it uponjtbe Borders of f he 
two Empires, But Father Toft adds, that 
it was thither the Emperour olMogo re- 
tir'd with his Vi&orious Army, laden 
with the Spqils of the Cijty of Tongtr, Sub- • 
jeQ: to the King of Brama ; where he 
found not. only a yaft Treafure, but the 
white Elephant, and the two Caneques be- 
fore mention'd. The City of Sir/am, is 
not at prefent in that Splendour and flou-, 
'■: O o 4 rifhing 
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rifhing Condition it has formerly been, 
having once been the Metropolis of a 
Kingdom, and the place of Refidence for 
the King and Court-; and encompafs'd 
m with very ftrbng Walls, the Foot-fteps 
' whereof remain to this Day. But the laft 
King thereof being in the Year . 1 567, 
befiegM therein by the King of Pegu, 
with an Army of Fifteen Hundred Thou- 
land Men, and having fuftain'd a tedious 
Siege, to the Deftru&ion of no left than 
the third part of the Enemies Army, 
v^hen he could no longer hold out, ra- 
ther than fall into their Hands, deftroyM 
himlelf by Poifon, leaving tlie City with 
all its Nobles and Treafury a Prey to 
the Conquerour, who Transported them 
to- Pegu. From this place to Jrracattj 
you may pals by Barges along a fmall 
River that runs between them. 

In fhort, this Kingdom of Arracan, or 
Empire of Mogo, is faid to comprehend 
twelve- lefler Kingdoms, and twenty 
four Provinces, of which, befides thofe 
already rfiention'd, my Authors have not 
given me (b much as their Names*' 
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^| : H E Inhabitants ofJrrae/vtfor their Tofi, w. 
- M Shapes and Features feemmoft to*- MH& 
arteft thofe, which are moft contemned a ndih#* 
by. thofe of other Nations ; they prize a 
broad and flat Forehead ; to effeft which, 
they bind a Plate of Lead hard upon the 
Fore-heads of their Children as fbon a$ 
they are born, which they do not re- 
move 'till it has had its eflfeffc. Their 
Noftrilsare large and open, their Eyes 
final!, but Quick ; their Ears re^ch down 
to their Shoulders, like the Malabars ; and 
no Colour is fb pleafing to them as a dark 
Purple. In their Feafts they hav;e always 
plenty of Provifions, but fuch as are new 
ther pleafing to the Eye, nor grateful to ' • 
the Palate. They mix with their choi- 
ceft Difiies, Rats and Mice, and Serpents, 
tire, which, to ..thofe that are not accu- 
ftomM to fee fuch things upoo theirTables, 

"are 
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are very ofFenfive. Fifh they never ea£, 
but whenpi}^ anU^^erfjfiW^, affirm- 
ing them then to rave the fweeteft Re- 
lifh. Of thefe alfo they make a kind of 
Muftard, which they call SiM i taking 
out the baCk-bone, and beating their Pu- 
trid Flelb into a p^fteric^, after it £as 
been dried m die Sun; and with-this &ey 
fprinkle all their Victuals. The poorer 
fort efpeciaily, make ufefor thispurpofe, 
of a Fifh lb rotten, and of fo ill a favour, 
that no man can pafe by die places, where 
*tis prepared, without flopping hisNofe: 
The Richer ufe Crab*iifh iefs Corrupted, 
with fbme other Ingredients mixt there- 
with, which makes it lefs unfavoury. 
Their marine* is to iet .upon the Table a 
Hundred or two Hundred fmall Diflies at 
Once, that e^ery-one may tafte what lie 
likes beft ; but Bread they have none, in- 
ftead of that ferving themlelves of Rice, 
either parch'd or bruisM; or other wife 
orderM* by them in the Flower. 
^^ When* they are fick, they make ufe of 
2TS/ ^ ie Phyficiaii, but fend for the Rxulini y 
siek who are their Priefts; whocoming to them 
blow upon them with their Souths,, and 
repeat feme certain Prayers over them ^ 
whichf if- it immediately efFefts not the 

Cure, 
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Cure, fas you may believe itfeldom 
does^ then they mate ufe of the oppor- 
tunity of making their Advantage of 
the Patient. They tell him he muft 
offer a Sacrifice to Chgor-BMs, Le. the 
God of the four Winds; who^ they 

grfwade them is the Author cfall 
iftempers. This Sacrifice they call Ca- 
iautOj confiding of fat Capons and Hens, 
Hoggs and other Creatures, according 
to the Abilities of the Sick Perlbn ; and 
muft be repeated four times, to every 
Wind diftinftly, if he does not recover 
before; upon all which the RauIwPs 
feaft themfelves, with a great deal of 
Jollity. But if all this does not avail to 
the driving away the Diftemper, then 
muft the Wife or neareft Relation of 
the infirm Perlbn, make a fblemn Vow 
to perform* if he recovers, another 
Ceremony, which they call a TdUgm. 
The performance wherepf is.thus ; the 
Perfon that makes thcVow, having pro- 
vided a Convenient Chamber, and 
hanged it with the richeft Tapeftry, 
and ere&ed an Idol upon an Altgr at the 
end thereof, wit!h other nacbfikry ^Pre- 
parations, upon the Day appointed, the 
Priefts and Relations of the-ifiick, re* \ 
/ pair 
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.pair to the place, and are ententaih'd 
witjrmoft fumptuous Feafts fob Eight 
Days together, all 'forts of Muficfc at- 
tending' all the time, i Bur what is the 
moft ab&rd part thereof, the Perlbn 
that makes the Vow7is?oblig'd to dance 
as long as lie is able to Band, and when 
his I*gs will fupport him no longer, he 
muft take hold of a piece of Cloath, 
jiften'd to a Beam for that purpoie, and 
continue dancing 'till lie has quite ex- 
haufted his Spirits j and iie drops down 
as a Dead Man in the.place. Then is 
the Mufick redoubled* and all theSpe- 
£fcators>fecond it with pheir Rejoicings, 

' andare ready to Envy him the .happi- 
ness he then Enjoys, fuppofing him all 
the while he lies in this Condition, to 
Coaverfe withuhe ildol. Thisi Exer- 
cile h« is hound t© repeat; as long as the 
Feaftirtg continues r, .but if his weak- 
nels will inot<perniit, then muft feme 
near Rektionr&eceedia his place ; and 

, if at laft the Perfon recovers after. . the 
Tdtgm is dompleated, he is carried to 
the PagodA, ;» . andradointed. with Oils, 
and Odoriferous and coftly, Perfumes, 
from the Head tothe Foot. But if not- 
wkhftanding all theft Sacrifices and 
■j Vows, 
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Vows; the Sick Per ion die at laft, the 
RauUni have another fetch> they tell 
them allthefe Sacrifices .were well ac- 
cepted by the God^ and the Region; 
why they granted, not the ;Sipk a lo>ng- 
er life, was, becauie. they defignM him 
a gre^terFavour by ts&ing Ijira to thefn*- 
lilves, ' and recomputing biro in ano- 
ther World. : : .;. <, -.., 

,No« lefs Superftitious and abihrd are rmursb. 
they in tljeir maottcr of Interment, For 
the Dead Corp* being brought jnto the 
middle of the Ho\*fe>.the Rwlini walk- 
ing round about it, ,cint over certain 
Prayers, whilft others perfume the place 
witklncenfe ; the greateft partrpf the 
Family in the n) e &n timekeeping ftri£t 
Watch, and beating upon; abroad piece 
ot Bra^ This they tell you. they do, 
left tQrtlfe great Diigrace and Damage 
tp the Party decea^a Black Qaf fljould 
paft over him, lor ( jhen h§ wonJd: be 
conftrain'd to return to Ijfe again; With 
Igrtqmioy, and be deprived: of th4t; bap- 
pinefs they fuppofc him 40 Enjoy ina- 
nother World. Before the Pecsas'dbe 
carried out of the Houfej tfcrey invite 
to a banquet, a'iort of 'People called 
jQmiy of which it they are not *t Jet* 

fur« 
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fure to accept, it cau£s a moft doleful 
Lamentation among the Relations of 
the deceased, taking that For a ! certain 
Sign that his Soul is Condemn'd to 
Hell, which they call the Houfe of. 
Smak. the Coffin is adorn'd accord- 
ing to the Abilities of the Perfon, and 
being firmly perfwaded of the Trans- 
migration of Souls into other Bodies, 
they never fail to paint upon it the Fu 
cures of Horfes* Elephants, Eagles* 
Cows, Lions, and the moft noble Crea- 
tures they can imagin, as it were to di- 
rea the departed Soul to thebeft£odg- 
ing. Unlefsoutof pure Humility^ the 
deceased order before-hand, Rats and 
Frogs, and the vileft and moil defpi* 
cable Animals to be drawn in their 
ftead, as the moft fuitabie Rjceptions 
for his polluted Soul. In this manner 
the Body is carried out into the Fields; 
and there burnt to Aflies, the Ranlm 
kindling the Fire, and the Relations 
Attending clad all in White, which is 
their Mourning Attire, except a blacfc 
Hatband round their Heads. 
**iitm: ^heir Rc ligi° n in general is nothing 
elfe but an abiur'd Heathenifh Superft i* 
rioflj and they are difturb'd at ine 

moft 
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mbfl: common things, looking upon 
the Barking of a Dog, or the like, as 
the Omen and Prelage of fomfe notable 
Event. Upon which the RaulinizxQ 
immediately confulted, who know how 
to Entertain them with a Thotifand 
Fopperies. They have their Domefticfc 
Idol, befides thbfb in their publiek 
Tettiples, which are fo numerous, that 
in one alone arefaid to beiiO lefs than. 
Twenty Thoufand. To this Qume- 
ftick God, they conftantty before they 
Eat, offer a part ot their Provifion; 
and wear his Mark burnt irito their 
Arms, or Sides, or Shoulders wifch a 
hot Iron; and by. him Sw^ar. Thofe 
that are of ability, lend Portions like- 
wife to the publick Temples, which 
arc built in the form of a Pyramid or 
Steeple, higher or lower, according to 
the Pleafure of the Founder, In the 
Winter time, they Cfoath their Idols 
that they may fcot take cold, In hopes 
of a mighty RecOnipence for fuch aa 
a£t of Charity to them- At a certain 
time of the Year, 'they celebrate a Fe- 
stival, which they call Sm^orin^ in 
t:ommcmoratiori of the Dead, wherein 
they make a folemn Procelfiori in Ho- 
nour 
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nour of one of their Idols, called Qui- 
g) Poragray, which is carried in an hea- 
vy Chariot, with Ninety of the Rau- 
lini clad in yellow §attin, attended thro* 
all the Streets of the City ; many) as he 
paffcs, throwing themfelyes under his 
Chariot Wheels, and others hanging 
. themfelves upon Iron Hooks, fattened 
for the purpofe, and Sprinkling him 
with their Blood, And in fuch high 
Veneration are held thefeMartyrs of the 
Devil, that every Ma.n thinks himfeif 
happy, on whom one drop of their 
Blood fhall chance to light. Nay, the 
y^ry Hpoks on which they hang, are 
>vith great Reverence taken down by 
the Rdulmiy and as J acred Relicks, care^ 
fully prefervM in their Pagods. 
. t Their Raulwi y or Priefts, are divided 

fmu into three Orders, diftinguifh'd by the 
names of Pungrini y Pangiavi, and Xa- 
xotn y Ibrhthing relembling the Diftin- 
£tton of Bifhops, Priefts and Deacons, 
They are cloath'd in Yellow, having 
their Heads Shaven, and all below the 
Vungrini uncovered ; but thefe wear i 
Yellow Mitre, with t^et)oint turned, 
and falling backwards, They ^re tied 
rp live fwgle, Jjptfo by Vpw, W$ m- 
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der Penalty of Degradation, and being 
reduc'd into the number of Laicks* and 
taxedas they. They live partly in 
Cloifters founded by their Kings, or 
great Men, which are generally very 
lumptuous, and partly in their own 
Houfes, and of their own Eftates ; but 
all under one Head their Xoxom Puti- 
gri .before mentioaM. Tcrtheff are re- 
commended the Children, as well of 
the Nobility, as of the inferior lortj 
to be Educated in the Knowledge" of 
their Religion and Laws ; and they 
are faid to be exceeding Hofpitable to 
Strangers. They have, amongft them 
many Hefrmites* fiQCtifiUke the Rogues 
before fpojten of ; whom they divide in- 
to Grepi, Mamgrefiy and Taligrepi, who 
for fome fevere and rigorous Penances 
inflifted upon themfelves, are had'Sfl 
great Bfteem among the People* . . : 
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'HIS King, for the vaftnefi of his 
^ Treafiipe^ arid ftrength foF War, 
is as cfinfiderahle as moft of die Prin- 
ces of the Eafty and within left than an 
Hundred Years fpace, has much inlarg'd 
his Dominions by his Conquefts, as 
jtrriej&weUia P^*« as Bengds. But in his 
* **• Wars againft the Portuguefe he was 
never fuccefsful, a Fleet of his, of no 
left than five hundred and Forty Sail, 
fcinf defeated bjf them la the Year 

1605, 
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1&05. And not long after coming a* 
gainttthe Fort of Sir tarn with a Fleet 
of Twelve Hundred Sail, together with 
a Land Army of Thirty ThoulandMenj 
with three Thoufand five Hundred 
great and fmall Canon, he was thrice 
beat both by Land and Sea j and fore'd 
to retire. 

The Government is chiefly in the, 
liands of Twelve Princes, to whom M 
gives the Title of Kings, refidirig hi 
his Principal Cities, in Twelve Mag- 
nificent Palaces built for the Kinghim- 
ielf; in all which are great Seraglio's^ 
the Gbvernour being oblig'd Yearly 
to chufe Twelve Girls, born that year 
within their Precin&s; who are brought 
up at the King's Charge, 'till they arc 
twelve Years old, at which age being 
brought to his Court*' he chufes by the 
fniell of their Garments, in which they, 
have been made to 1 wear, thofewhofe 
Scent pleafeshim, difpofing of the reft 
to the Gentlemen of his Court. .'. . , 

He affumes to hintlelf as great Titles J^f*" 
as any of his Neighbours, Ailing him- 
felf . jfate, or Emperbur of Arracan, 
Pegejfor of the White Elephant, With the 

Fp 2 tipq 
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two Caneoues, and by vertue of them, 
rightful Heir of Pegu, and Brama ; 
Jjordcf the Twelve Boioni of Bengala, 
smd the Twelve fangs who lay the highefi 
Hdir of their Heads under the Soles of 
bis Feet; with others of the like im- 
portance. His ordinary refidence is at 
Arrdcsn, but in the Summer time 'tis 
ulual with him to fpend two Months 
in a kind of Progreft by Water, from 
thence to Orietan ; in which he is at- 
tended by all the Nobility, in Boats 
fo artificially contriv'd, with djftincl 
Apartments, and Conveniences for the 
Court, that they appear rather a float- 
ing Palace or City, than a Fleet of 
Boats. Nor does he at this time omit 
the Adminiftration of Juftice, but hears 
Cauies, and attends publick Bufinefs, 
as much as in his Palace. One Pretence 
for his Marine Progrels, is to vifit the 
Pagod of their Supream Deity, whom 
they call £uiay Poragray, and to whom 
the King daily fends a fumptuous Din- 
ner. 3y this and feveral other Inftan- 
ces, they fhewthemlelves very Super- 
ftitious j and this Superftition frequent- 
ly leads them into A&s of the moft in- 
TofiwU. humane Cruelty, 'Tis related of one 
**•«• , of 
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of them, that being told he could not 
long furvive his Coronation, which 
is uuially perform'd with the greateft 
Ceremony and Pomp imaginable, 
the Twelve Royolets attending, and the 
Xoxam Tungri letting the Crown upon 
his Head, he deferred that Ceremony 
Twelve Years after'he came to thie 
Crown. But being prefs'd to it by 
his Lords, and not able handlbmly to 
put it off any longer, he confulted a 
Mahumetan, whether there was any 
way to avert the Omen ; who, with a 
barbarous intent todeftroy thole whom 
he counted Enemies of nis felie Pro- 
phet, advis'd him to make a Compo- 
sition of fix Thoufand of the Hearts of 
his Subjects, four thoufand of thole of 
White Cows, and two thouland of 
thole of White Doves, which, being 
uled as an Ele£tuary, would protect 
him from that Prelage. This the King 
believing, built a Houle, the Founda- 
tions whereof, to make it ftill more au- 
Ipicious, were laid upon Women great 
with Child; and iothat, butcherM no 
left than Eighteen Thouland innocent 
Perlbns, to preferve his own hateful 
Life. 

P p 3 Of 
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Of the Defcent of thefe Kings, w$ 
f*f* have no account in any Author I have 
teen ; nor whence they derive that Ap- 
filiation of Meghi, Only wp are told 
pyTofi, they are very careful to pre- 
serve the Blood ointnixt, upoh which 
account the King is oblig'4 to Marrjf 
{4s pideft Sifter; 
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'H E Kingdom of f egu is -tonift- 
_^ ed on the iVw** with theCdun- ftm* i 
mcsof*r4W4, Simnic* t and the, £*- **"»« 
Iminbm ; towards the ^ it is 3 part- 
ly fetiarated from^fr'«w» by the #loun- 
tainsof Fr#, and partly wafhM by the 
Gulph of Bengal^ extending it lelt> 
long the Coaft from Cape Nigra*, be- 
ing about 16 Degi of NortherlyJLati. 
tu3e, as far as the City' of 5f*v#, 
Pp 4 whole 
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whole Elevation is faid to be j 3 Deg, 

On the Eaft it joins with Lao, on the 

South it touches upon the -Territories 

eiSidm, But thefe Bounds -are-by no 

means fixt and determin'd, being fub- 

jeffcto many Alterations, as it has pre? 

vail'd over its Neighbours, or they on 

the contrary over it. In the Year 1690, 

one Br*ma t King hereof, by his V itto- 

rioijs. |^rms} eften(|e<J i$s lim|ts Jb|y ond 

thole known to his Predeceflbrs, fubr 

duing the King of Siam, and reducing 

Jiim to be Tributary v to the Crown of 

Pegu. But this continued no longer 

fhan to the time of his immediate Suc- 

p0bur TT> r ». ,, , v 

*>-,*• ^ \) wi i 

The Soil, being water'd with feve- 

yal Rivers, one whereof arifing from 

. Jhf £aj«: Stymw^ takes a CpUT^-of* 

>Jk ; bj^s^n four^and five hundred Mies 

M^ftP^theaea,^very"tich 

m Wr *F<Wing especially -with 

W^g^Murage fy ijieir' Caf- 

,fr. The River, is&nbwn by $$ Name 

ivhiph is wM ,by %&iit for the 
itaees it fyjng^ and %CGriftant 
Lw*^ f f¥ not unfitly 
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filled by Mafftius, the Indian Nile. Its JJ^ 
Overflowings are indeed almoft incre- 
dible, reaching Thirty Leagues beyond 
its ufual Cpurfe ; and by leaving be* 
hind it a kind of Slime or Mud upon 
the Ground, fi> Enriches their Soil, and 
jncreales their Crops of Rice, that a 
hundred Ship Loads thereof have been 
Exported in a Year, without fo much as 
jfreing mifs'd. 

But a great augmentation of the wealth 
pf the Country, which,beforea late De- 
flation in its Wars againft African and 
St***, was efteemM as great as of any 
Kingdom in the £*/?, are the Precious 
Stores, fuch as Rubies, Topazes, Sa* puch** 
phirs,;iAmethifts, &c. all which the*'"** 
Inhahitantscomprehcnd under one com- 
mon Name of Rubies, and diftinguifh 
them only by their Colour, calling the 
, Spphir tne Blew ; the Amethift the 
Violet ;' the Topaz thd Yellow Ruby; 
and fo of the reft. But that which pro- 
perly .obtains that Name, is a Jewel 
tr^fparent, fparkling Red,and towards 
c £he extremities thetedf, or near the fur* 
face, fomething .fading to the Violet 
pf fhe Amethift. Some take it tobe the 
s , lame 
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as**. fimewiththe^^i»fAofthc Ancients^ 
and a notable Critick would perfwade 
us, that facvt 9 the Name given it by 
the Ardtim and Perfia*s 9 is deriv'a 
from the word Hyacinthus. *Tis found 
in feveral places of the Indies y as alio in 
Europe \ but thole moft valued, are 
the Stones of Ceylon and Pegu; the 
chiefeft place for them in this Kingdom, 
being the moft barren part thereof \wz. 
a Mountain near Capelan, or QabUn, be- 
tween Sir Urn and Pegu ; as like wife 
thofe Hills which ftretch from this 
Xingdoro to thar ©£ Carifodia* They 
are aiftkiguifh'd into four forts a?ipe-* 
cies, the Ruby, ,the Rubacel, the Bab 
lace, and^he Spinel \ of which the firft 
ismuch^prefo-rM before the reft. The 
natural fnape is generally Oval or Glo- 
iKifer, being ftaree ever found with 
Corners. Their Value, as that of the 
Diamonds, increafes proportionably to 
tb&£ Weight, being weighed by R*tis y 
whereof one is reckon'd throe drains 
iandahal£ or^v^ntighths^^C^ratt, 
and a Stone of this Weight has been 
fold for twenty Pagods j one e£ two 
Ratify and one of eight, for eighty five 
Pagods j one of three Rdis, and one 

fourth 
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fourth, for an hundred eighty five ; one 
pf four Rat is, and five eighths, for fpur 
hundred and fifty ; one of five Ratis f 
for five hundred twenty five ; and one 
of fix Rdtis and half, ror nine hundred 
*nd twenty Pagoda. But if the Stone 
exceed this Weight, and be clean and 
perfeft, there is no certain value to be 
let upon it. Of the Vertue of this 
S|tone, v as well as the Diamond, 'tis 
pleafant to read the Conceits offome 
fanciful Men, as that 'tis a Soyeraigfi ^* r * 
Antidpte againft Poifbn, either wore, p*g*H* 
<>r taken inwardly in Powder, and a 
great Prefervaijye againft eh$ Flague ; 
.tfeatit clears the Heart, expels Sor- 
row, reftrainsLuft, drives away fright- 
ful Dreams, tefftyis fleep, merits the J^^ 
J^lood, and incites to Anger ; and, ' 
what is beyond all theft, by its chang- 
ing Colour, foretels approaching Dan- 
gers or Calamities to him that weacs 
it; and the more darkened and oh- 
fcurM it appears, the greater will be 
the Misfortune. To this purpofe one 
WMfg*ng*s QdxUh&vtrty relates of him- 
leif, That travelling,1rith a Wife, a 
&ubie fet in a Ring, which he wo» 
«poa his Finger, changed colour feve- 
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ral tirties, ? till at laft it feem*d to have 
loft its fplendour, and was turn'd al- 
moft quite black; whereupon he took 
it from his Finger, and laid it afide, 
his Mind prefaging fbme great Evil 
hanging over the Head either of hirn- 
fclf or Relations ; which happen'd ac- 
cordingly, for in a few Days, he tells 
us, his Wife fell fick and died ; after 
whofe Death, his Ruby immediately 
recover'd its Ancient Luftreand Beau- 
ty. The Balace Ruby is fiippos'd by 
fome, to have taken its name from P«- 
Utium, or Palace ; becaufc it is, as it 
were the Palace or Matrix, in which 
are fbrm'd the true Rubies. Others 
think the Name is deriv*d from 
BaU f which in the Perfiatt Language 
iignifies high or topping, which a- 
grees to the natural Form of the Stone, 
which is commonly oblong or pointed; 
the moft jptfobable Conje&ure is that 
of Marcus Paulas Venetus y that it is 
borrowed from the Country, where 
they are found in the greateft Plenty, 
which he lays is by the Inhabitants 
called Bdldheia. Tho' I muft confefs, 
I could faave wifti'd he 1 had given us 
ibme better hints, whereby to find out 
that Country* THE 
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TPHE Inhabitants are of Colour, cuflm*. 

M rather Tawny than Black, not 
unlike thofe of Art aeon ; but in their 
manners more corrupt, than any I have 
yet met with. Their very Women (eem 
to have loft all Natural Modefty, go- 
ing almoft quite Naked, with only a 
thin Covering about their Middles, fo 
jcarelefly bound about them, 3s .-licit to 
cover their fhame. They tell us indeed; 
in excufe for it, they, were in jbin'a to 
go fo by an ancient Queen of the Coun- 
try; who to prevent a worfe Vice; iri 
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the Men, commanded them to ufe this 
means of ftirring up and inflaming their 
Defires towards them. Their Habita- 
tions are as flovenly as their Manners 
tofivw. 2 corrupt j making no Scruple to lodge in 
** * 9% the fame Room with their Hoggs ; and 
as for their Diet they always take 
care to feafon it with Sidol, mentiotfd 
in the Defcription of Jrracari, fo nau* 
feous and offenfive* that none but thent 
felves can endure fd much as the fmell 
thereof. Their Marriages are hkewife 
loofe and uncertain ; for the Man, as it 
were buying his Wife, being oblig'd 
to pay a Dowry to her Parents ; if af- 
ter he has feme time Enjoyed her t he. 
diflikes either her Perlbn or Conditio^ 
he has liberty of divofceiqg her* «tad 
remitting her back to her Relations; 
On the other fide, if the Woman or 
her Friends diflike her Husband, the jf 
may take her away from him, Repay- 
ing only the Dowry he gave to tfatt; 
When any Stranger comes to refidfe a'- 
liiongftthem, they offer him his choice 
of their Daughters, One of which he 
hires at a Certain rate, according to the 
time of his .ftaj^ to cohabit With him; 
and at his departure, fife returns again 
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to her Parents, without the lefi^dUl 

grace. Nay, Ihould the feme Arranger 
return again into the Country, thofhe 
fhould be Married to another Man, n 
her Husband is obligM to reftore her 
to him for the time of his continuance 
there, «nd when be fcaves the place, 
receive' her again. 

Thfey are Superftitiotis to the higheft 
Degree, and great Worftiippers of the 
Devil, making, as the Manicheet of old, 
two Authors of Beings ; one the Author 
of all Good, which is God, and theo* 
Cher of all Evil, Which is the Devil; 

Upon this Principle they are as zea* 
lous in the Worfliip of the Devil as of 
God, and ufe a*> much Art and Pains 
to obtain his Favour* When any fick- 
nels, or other Calamity befalls them, 
their firft Addreffes are to him, mak- 
ing Vows to him, if he will free them 
from their prefent Mifery, and ceafe to 
afflift them for the future. Nor dare 
they omit the fblemn Performance of 
theie Vows, upon their Recovery. But 
chufing a Man, whom they call the 
Fdthtrcfthe Devil, as being one of the 
greateft of his Priefts, and bed under* 

ftanding, 
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fhndiog, or at leaft pretending to d<S 
fb, what will be moft acceptable to 
him, to, direft them, make a great Feaft, 
attended with Mufick of all forts, to 
pacific and appeafe this incenfed Ad- 
verfary. Many of them will run about 
the ftreets in the Morning, with one 
hand full of Rice, and a Torch in the 
other, crying aloud, They go to give thi 
Devil his Break/aft, that he might not 
hurt them all that Day. Others, before 
they eat, throw part of what they have 
over their Shoulders to feed him. And 
with fuch a panick Fear are they ftruck 
at the thoughts of this Author ofEvilj 
that they will run, as if they were re- 
ally poffeft, from a Man in a Mask, 
left he fhould prove a Devil come out' 
of Hell to torment them. And, at a J 
place calPd T&vay y they have a Cmtom' 
to replenifh their Houfes with Victuals, 
and then leave them for three Months, 
that the Devils may come and dwell 
in them, feeding upon what they have : 
provided ; and to be propitious to then* 
all the reft of the Year. 

They have an Order of Religktta 
among them had in much efteem, who 

do 
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do frequently oppofe this Diabolical 
Worfhip, but are not able to root out 
of the minds of the People, what their 
Fears have fb deeply imprinted there. 
Thefe Religious they call Telapoi, who 
are not unlike Mendicant Fryers, living 
upon the Alms of the People, and fo 
highly venerated by them, that they 
would be glad to drink the Water 
wherein they wafh their Hands* They 
are ufually of the very dregs of the 
People, but affume to themfelves great 
ftate and Majcfty, walking thro 1 the 
ftreets with a grave compos'd Counte- 
nance and Gate, in long Robes girt 
with a leathern Girdle four Fingers 
broad, at which hangs a Bag in which 
they beftow what they get. Their 
Heads are always covered, but they 
fuflfer not a hair to grow on them, or 
any other part of their Bodies. Their 
Habitations are in the Woods, in little 
kind of Nefts or Cages upon the Tops 
of the Trees, for fear of the Tygers 
that infeft thofe Parts. Every New 
Moon, others fay, every Monday, they 
preach to the People, calling them to- 
gether by the found of a Bell, or Ba- 
f on ; and for the Subjeft of their DiP 
Qj\ courfcs, 
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courles, they generally make ufe o£ 
ibme Precept of the Law of Nature^ 
as not tojteal, not to commit Jdultery^ 
not to bear falfe Witnefs^ &c. a ftri& 
performance whereof they think fiiffi- 
cient to Salvation, however extrava- 
gant they may be in matters of Opini- 
on and Speculation. Nor do thefe lati- 
tudinarian Principles fail of a very good 
efreft, making them very Charitable, 
and Hofpitable to Strangers; nor in 
the leaft dilpleas'd when any of their. 
People embrace Chriftianity, and are 
baptisM. When they die, they are 
moft fumptuouily interrM at the Ex- 
pence of the People, being burnt in a 
very coftly Pile of the moft precious 
Woods that can be got. Their Afhes 
they caft into the River, but the re- 
mainder of their Bones they bury near 
the Hut where they KvM. 

In matters of Faith, befides that 
Manichean Principle before mentioned, 
they hold divers others, hardly con- 
fiftentwithit ; as an eternal Succeflion 
of Worlds, without Creation ; and a 
multiplicity of Gods to govern them ; 
as for Example, they lay this prefent 
World is to be under the Government 

of 
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bf Five feveral Gods, of which fout 
are already paft'd ; and now above 
two thoufand two hundred Years e- 
lapfed fince the De&th bf the laft of 
thefeji lb that they expeft fuddenly 
the coming of the Fifth, after tvhofg 
Deceafe, the World it (elf is to be de- 
ftroyM by Fire, that a new bne, Ph#- 
nix-likfej may Fpririg out of the Afhes; 
The Sotili ot Meni they fay; after fe- 
Veral Tranfmigrations, attain the Per* 
fe&ions and Felicity of their Gods^ 
which is tio other than a ftate of An ? 
nihilation. For firft they pafs thro* 
the Bodies of living Creatiircs, Beafts,' 
and Birds, &c and they ate received 
into a place they call Naxdt, i. e. the 
place of Torments. Whence they being, 
after a long Confinement, fet free, they 
are admitted into SeviirH, a fecond re- 
ceptacle for departed Souls ; a place 
of all forts of fenfual Pleafuresj and a 
true MkhomtUn Paradife, Having ac--" 
complifh'd their time in this like Wile; 
they arrive at theft* laft and ifr^ver- 
fiblfe ftace^ tthich they OaH Nihuk; 
which imports as rtiuch aftioiig them 
as a total Trivatioft Of the Effencsbotli 
bi Sbiil'ttfld Body; w a ftate of Aftpi&iv 
, i %i tetittn;' 
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lation. But this is to be laid for them, 
that they are not fb. wedded to any of 
thefe Opinions, as not to be willing e- 
nough to hearken to, and embrace o- 
ther Do&rines, when they are made 
known to them. 

They have a ftrong Opinion of the 
San&ity or Apes and Crocodiles ; in- 
fomuch that they think them infallibly 
happy, who chance to be devoured by 
them. 
Every Year they keep five folemn 
Finals. p 4 fti va j s> which in their Language are 

by a .general name called Sapuns, and 
diftinguifh'd by the Names Gsaebie, Ca- 
ttrnt.Giaimo^egkwUf Daichenod DoM»\ 
the* firft of thefe is fblemnizM about 
thirty fix Miles from the City of ?%h 
the King, Qiiecn, and whole Court be- 
ing oblig'd to be prefent, with great 
Pomp and Splendour. The fecond is 
obferv'd in the City of Pegu, w^here 
the chief Men erect Pillars and Py- 
ramids of different Falhioos, round 
which in the Night they hang light- 
ed Torches and Wax Caxidles^andtbe 
like, to enlighten thofe that come to 
Worftip the great Idol. The Third 
k kept in Honour of a particukr Idol, 
..;-•: before 
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before which the King, Queen, and 
their Children, prefent thcmfelvcs in 
Triumphal Chariots. The Fourth is 
the Feaft of Water* the King, Nobles, 
and all the People (porting themfelves 
by throwing Water one upon another; 
and 'tis impoflible to pafs the Streets 
without being found ly wet. Laftly, the 
Fifth is celebrated only at Macao, but 
the King and whole Court are always 
there ; and their greateft Recreation 
and Entertainment is to fee the Courti- 
fansin their Barks upon the Water; 
the Prize of the firft being a Statue of 
Gold; to the fecond r one of Silver; and 
all the reft are expc&M to the Derifion 
of the Spe&ators. 

The King of Pegu has been reckoned 
by fbme Authors, next to the Great Afo-Tbfi,wia. 
gul, and the Emperour of China, one of r* *$. 
the greateft Princes of the Eafi. Efpe- 
cially during the Reign of Brama, who 
was able to bring an Army into the 
Field, confiding of above a Milljpn and 
half of Men, and not arm above one 
in ten of his Subjefls. And his Son lay- 
Siege to Joudia the Capital City of Si- 
am, with an Army of Nine Hundred 
Thoufand Men ; and had certainly ta- 
Qcj 3 ken 
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ken it, had nor thefacfieg'd foundmeaij? 
.to it awn the Country round about; wbicti 
Jnundatioh fwept away all tliat vaft 
, Army, except Severity Thoufand Men, 
many that picap'd drowning being af- 
terwards deftroy'd by the $iamefis 9 (al- 
lying out updo them, fhut in hy the 
W^ter, in Barges; but the reft, after 
much hardihip, without either Hbrfes 
Or Baggage, got back to Martaban. This 
Misfortune w^ followed by federal ci- 
thers i for being incens'd by his Lofles,. 
; he grew Cruel and Tyrannical againft 
bis. own Subjects, ' provoking them 
thereby to .Rebel 'againft, or at Jeaft 
. Revolt from him; 
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OBSERVATIONS 

Concerning the Nature of the 

SILK-WORMS. 



IN India the Silk-Worms in Novem- 
ber art in Eggs \i Days. Or ac- 
cording to the Natives Account, one 
Jggoa, from which die Silk then made, 
is called Jggoued-bundy and is the belt 
that is made all the Year. After twdlve 
Days from the firft: of November, the 
Worms are hatch'd, or come out of 
their Eggs, and are laid upon Matts. 
v The four firft Days after they are 
laid upon Matts, they give them Mul- 
berry Leaves, cut into lmall thin pieces, 
to feed upon Four times a Day, viz. 
MorningjNoon, and at $ and 9 a Clock. 
Qj| 4 The 
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The $th Day they muft not be fed 
at all. 

The 6th day the Worms will be 
fomewhat bigger, and muft be fed 
with big pieces of Leaves, and that 
four times a Day, according to the 
times before mentionM. 

The 7th, 8th, 9th, feed them as on 
the 6th day. 

i The 10th Day they muft not be fed 
at all. 

The 1 ith Day they muft be fed with 
larger pieces of Leaves, and four times 
a day, as formerly. 

The 1 2th day they are to be fed 
with whole Leaves, and four times a 
Pay. 

The 1 nh and 1 4th they muft not be 
fed at all. 

The 15th, 16th, 17th, 18th, they 
muft be fed witji whole Leaves, and 
four times a da^. 

The 19th Day, feed them five times, 
viz. Morning, Noon, at 3, and. 9 a, 
Clock, and at Mid-night, and con* 
tinue to feed them fi> to the 2<$th inr 
clufive, 



The 
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The Worms from about the 14th 
day, will begin to be green, and at 
the 26th day will be about 2j Inches 
long. i 

The 1 7th day they will be of a Co* 
lour like Yellow and White, and then 
you rauft not feed them any . more, • 
becaule they begin to {pin. 

The 28th day, they muft be put 
upon Ledges of Matt, faften'd to a 
large piece of round Matting, the Led-, 
ges being about an Inch high from the 
Mat, and running round like a Screw, 
beginning at the Center of the Mat, 
and running round at about a hand* 
ful or three Inches diftance to the Cir- 
cumference. When the Worms are. 
put upon thole Ledges, they fet the 
jyiats leaning in the Sun, about 8 ifo 
the Morning, and let them ftand for 
1$ Hour ; then they put them into 
the Houfe or Shade, leaning againft the 
Wall ; after, at 4 a Clock in the After- 
noon, they put them again into the Sun, 
and let them ftand'ull Sun-Set; then 
they put them in the Houfe or Shade, 
leaning againft a Wall, and jn this 
Day and Night's time, they will have 
made their Houfes. 

The 
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The 29th Day they take the Worms 
with their new Silk Houfes, add put 
them upon other Mats, flat, without 
any Ledges or Partitions, and fo lay 
feviral Mats upon Frames one over 
inother. 

The jo, j 1, 52, and 33 days, they 
fpin within their Houfes of Silk, and 
then they take each Worm with its 
Haute, and flhake it at their Ears, and 
thoft that are alive, they are good, 
and fit for Breeders, which are kept 
for fuchj and shofe that make no noife 
^redcady having fpun away their Life. 
Sometimes J J £ live \ fometimes more, 
and fometimes lefs! ; for great' Heats 
and Colds kill many. 
,: -The J4> 35> fa tfth days, they con- 
ikue (pinning. ; * 

: The 38th day the Worms eat thro 1 
their Houfes, and are like a Butterfly ; 
after which they take up their Houfes, 
*nd put the Worms upon new Mats ; 
thfe Males they know by their flerider- 
tieCs, and the Females by the contra- 
ry which, being plaeM neareacH o- 
tner, joih ; ; bur if there be more of 
one fort than the other, then after they 
have done with the leffer number, ei- 
• ^ ther 
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thcr Males or Females, they join them 
with the reft, and let them lie all 
Night. 

The 39th day they throw away the 
Males. 

The 4 oth the Females lay their Eggs, 
after which they throw them away 
likewife. So that the whole Life of 
thefe Worms, is but 12 days in the 
Egg, and 40 days out of it ; in all 
52 Days. 

The next Silk is made in January ; 
and then the Worms are fourteen day? 
in th? Egg, and 40 afterwards before 
they* die. This Silk is called Maug- 
Bund, and is the Sixth, and word 
fort of Silk. . The making of it ends 
about February the 14th. 
• ; The next is made fr<5m February the 
14th to the 24th of March, and iscal- 
kdCbeita-bund. The Worms ftay in 
the Eggs 8 days, and live $2 days af- 
ter. This is efteem'd the fecond fort 
for goodnefs. 

The next isS^-I?*Vrefteem\l the 
£fth fort for Goodnefs. The Wormp 
ilay in their Eggs 8 days, and live 32 
days after. The making of this Silk 
ends about the 6th of May. 

The 
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The next is Afforee-Bund, efteem'd 

the 4th fort for Goodnefs. The Worms 

continue in the Eggs and die, as the 

two laft forts. And the making of 

- the Silk ends about the 4th of June. 

The next is Sowaud-Bund, and is e- 
fteemM the third fort. The making 
of this alfo ends about the laft of Ju- 
ly. 

In Augufi and September no Silk is 
made, and but very little in Oftobet. 

This is the Nature of the Silk-vnrms 
in the Indies where the Heat of the Sun 
renders them much more fruitful than 
with us; for in India the Worms breed 
and fpin their Silk fix times in the 
y Year, and in England only once, be- 
caufe here they remain in the Egg 
from the latter end of Augufi^ 'till a- 
bout the latter end of May. Thfere 
likewife they are fooner brought to per- 
fe&ion, ana begin to work fooner^/si. 
58 days after they are hatcht, but in 
England not 'till the 40th*, Where alio 
they are by a third part more tedious 
in breaking our of their Houfes, from 
the firft day of their Spinning, than 
they are in the Eaft, which is there 
done in ten days, but here only in fif- 
teen. The 
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The Silk-worm derives its Birth 
from the Seed of the Butterfly, which 
is as (mall as the Heads of Pins, and 
does (bmewhat refemble Rape-Seed^ 
being flatted on both fides.; This In- 
feft, by whole Induftry we have the 
Silk, which is fpun out of its Bowels, 
and artificially formed by its Mouth 
into the Faihion of a Clew, differs not 
very much from a Caterpillar, either 
in the Shape or Bulk, baiting that this 
is more Hairy, and its Web is weaker, 
and of another Colour. And yet for 
want of Mulberry-Leaves (which is 
the moft proper Food for the Silk- 
Worm) when they are fore'd to (ub- 
fift by the Leaves of the Rofe-Bufh, 
Lettice, or fome others (which fbme- 
times are made ufe of) this Nourifh- 
ment either weakens the Thread they 
Spin, and makes it as ufelefe as that of 
the Caterpillars, or elfe they will not 
work at all. But that which feems 
moft remarkable and wonderful in this 
Animal, is its change of fhape, and 
one would think of Species, in the 
transformaticuL of it from a Reptile. 
to a Volatile, from a creeping Worm 
into a Butterfly. The Grain or Seed 

of 
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of thele Creatures was tranfported in* 
, td Itdfy, above three hundred Tears a- 
go, by two Religious Perfons, but 
their Silk was of a longer Date, and 
brought above a Thoufand Years 
fince among the Europeans, who cal- 
led it in Latin, Sericum^ from an 0- 
riental People, called Sens, who were 
very induftrious and careful in its 
Improvement;! 
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